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PREFACE. 



As Prefaces are in style, it is well that one should be written for the present 
work, althongh the author may not bare anything parlicular to say, but which 
might as well as cot be said in the body of the worfc. Howeyer, a few worda 
may not be inappropriate. 

The present work has been prepared under no ordinary diffieulties— the data 
being in the first part of the work, sach as were afforded by the memories 
of " old settlers," no two of which e7er agreed e>actly ia relating the same 
circumstance. Often would the author get a glimpse of a promising fact or 
aneciiole, and after diligently bunting it through the maies of a half dozen 
memories, would discOTer It to be a jack o' lantern; or after finding it, having 
it corroborated by the " mouths of two or three witnesses," and having it 
printed, he would be most positively assured by some one that the thing in 
questiou was either entirely wrong, or a fable. However severe Md disheart- 
eniog the task has been, lh« author flatters himself that in almost eiery stato- 
meet l.-..tii has been arrived at as near as is possible— for he has been 
P'uefai in every case to get all the different versions, and to adopt the one 
having ft mnjority in ilB favor. 

There have been other difficulties do less arduous, and much more disagree- 



able. In a work of this kind few are without ai 
should contain, while not a few other, 



opinion as to what the book 
ie better judges of, and much 



re able (in their own opinion,) (o write a book than the author. In looking 
■r the printed sheets, eiceplions would be taken to this or that— one wished 
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no aoeoclotes, another nothing elae — a third irished simple atatisticB — a fourth 
wished it to buLU np thispartioularinteceet or depreas that, ormaliB it a prose 
Bong of adulation to some reigning Jupiter in the financial Olympua of Daven- 
port. Others have ventured so far as to threaten (o use their influence to 
suppress the work if it were not gotten up after a partionlw manner. Appre- 
ciating the absurdity, as well as despising such coercive measures in book 
malting, the author wmed only to write a book for the majority, and oorres- 
poading with its title, trusting opposition would die away when its authors 
appreciated either its futility or unreasonablenesa. 

The author takes pleasure in acknowledging many ohligatloiiB to Hon. G. 0. 
R. Mitohel, G. L. Davenport, Esq., James Mcfcintosh, Esq., D. C. BIdredge Esq., 
Willard Barrows, Esq., Mra. Goldsmith, of Rock Islaod, Antoine LeClaire, 
Capt. James May, and others, who have afforied him information in regard to 
the early settlement of Davenport. 

We would acknowledge also indebtedness to Dr. C. C. PidRY for the able 
article upon the geological character of Davenport, to Db. T. J. Sacndkks for 
the article upon its Medical Topography, and Scott County Medical Society, to 
Add II. Sahdbbe, Esq., for a notice of Mr. Wild, the artist, and to various 
Clergymen for information in regard to their respective Churches. 

Of the Future of Davenport, it baa been thought best to spend no time in 
treatiog — a close perusal of the Past and Present will at oni^e indicate the 

With ft hope that Davenport Past and Present mill meet with the approba- 
tion of the public to an eitent commensurate with the lubor of getting it up, 
the author leaves it. 

Davenport, April 5th, 18a(, 
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HISTORY OF DAVENPORT. 



CHAPTER I, 



The province of the Historian, is leas cause than effect 
—rather facte, than the mediate or immediate agencies of 
their production. Tims, in the present case, I might over- 
step the limits of duty by particular mquiry into the causes 
which have transformed the West from a wilderness to an 
Eden ; or by discussing the probabilities of the existence of 
some latent " serial law" of human operations, whose result 
is Progression ; or, less metaphysically, by inquiring 
whether railways, English capital, the infiuences of mo- 
narehial despotism, or omnipotent American enterprise, is 
the remote or immediate cause of these wonderful changes. 
For the present let the simple facts suffice— let it be 
enough to know that tens of thousands of miles area have, 
within the memory of young men, been wrung from the 
grasp of luxuriant Nature by systematic Act— that forests 
which yesterday were growing but to decay, are now em- 
ploying myriads of men in transforming them into the 
utilities of civilization— that the yell of marauding savages 
is still fresh on our ears, while its echoes are being caught 
up, and re-flung to the winds by the shriek of the locomo- 
tive, as the thunder of its approach heralds the advent of 
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10 DAVENPORT 

Enliglitened Indnstrj— that tlie tomahawk jct unrneted 
hy age, is supplanted ty the plow-share — that the music of 
■water-falls, scarcely yet dead Kpon the ears of forest ham- 
adryads, is now absorbed in the busy hum of wheel and 
revolving saw and the clang of machinery, all ascending 
as the grand antliem of Progress — that echoes which yes- 
terday slept, or drowsily repeated the li um of forest-life, are 
to-day sending back the ten thousand voices of many- 
tongiied civilization. These facts — in their magnitude, in 
the lightning-like quickness of the transfonnations which 
they involve, and their kaleideseope beauty of results — will 
sufficiently interest non- philosophical readers, -without a 
strict inquiry into their rationale. 

Let one devote himself more particularly to a eontera- 
piation of the illimitable benefits conferred upon Humanity 
by the unlocking of such a store-house as the "West — to the 
contemplation of »taies of acres so rich that they ueed hut 
" tickling to make them laugh" in the exuberance of joyous 
pjontv — of its vast coal beds, and lead mines — and in short 
its profusion in ail that contributes to wealth and happi- 
ness — and where More's magnificent dream of Utopia 
finds its nearest possible material interpretation — and he 
will have abundant opportunity for earnest reflection, while 
our present history will obtain ample material for its com- 
pletion. 

Let us turn to them for a little, hy referring to " Fast 
and I'EESBNT." 

Thirty years ago there was not, save the blackened re- 
mains of a chimney at Fort Madison, a single vestige of 
civilization from twenty miles below Eeoknk to Galena, 
west of the Mississippi. That part of Wisconsin, now 
known as Iowa, was unknown — ^hervast fertile prairiesand 
lieh-stocked coal-beds were unworked; and the populous, 
busy cities now spread over her bosom, and teeming with 
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PAST AND PRESENT. H 

the vitalities of Industry, Wealth, Beauty, and Inteiligeuce, 
were undreamed of by the wildest echeraer of the age. 

Standing upon Rock Island then, one saw opposite him, 
on the ■Wisconsin side, but a waving, irregular Beniicirele 
of bluffs, incloaing an aniphitlieatre of some hundreds of 
yards iu breadth, and two miles in length. The floor or 
"bottom" of this amphitheatre sloped gently from the 
water to the foot of the bluifs, and in its quietness, and 
with its abrupt back-ground, whose many outlines seemed 
drawn by some tremulous artist-hand, against the sky, 
fonned a pleasant and beautiful scene. Destitute of trees, 
covered with long prairie grass in Summer, and its snowy 
shroud in Winter, there was not much, however, to long, 
interest our spectator. 

But could he, as he stood there at that moment, 
have been imbued with the power of piercing futurity for 
the short space of thirty years, he would have found very 
much to chain his attention. lie would have seen at liret 
a straggling cabin or two— a little longer, and more of them 
— the rude "tavern," the insignificant store— a few new 
sounds indicating the travail of Labor-birth. Years hurry 
along— a more commodious residence supplants the cabin, 
a "hotel" improves upon the "tavern," more stores are 
erected, the bluffs are invaded, and surveyors and stakes 
mark the outlines of a " city." But a little longer and the 
rude cabins disappear, and lines of brick houses, lofty ware- 
houses, and the church, mark the rapidity of the change. 

The "thirty years" vision ends, but as it fades away a 
dozen lofty spires reaching high in tlie blue ether ; palatial 
banks of brick and marble ; and regal residences sur- 
rounded by the green of woodland foliage ; massive colleges 
and seminaries ; long, wide streets, with smooth hard bot- 
toms, fringed by long lines of twinkling, brilliant gas-lights, 
and the vast white structure which spans the River, meet 
his view. As the sounds of his vision fade, there come 
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12 DAVENPORT 

Upon his ear the pulsating of a score of steam-pipes, tlie 
sharp clang of a thousand hammera, the hoarse signals and 
deep throbs of passing stearaboata, the thunders of long 
trains of freight and passenger cars, the scream of the loco- 
motive, the hum of a great crowd, each member busily 
evolving the problem of Progression, and in short the 
voices, the roar, and the murmur of a Great City. 

So much for "Past and Present" — for the transforma- 
tions of less than thirty years — for the magical operations 
of the Genius of Civilization, as she waves her wand over 
the silent unproductiveness of Natnre. 

Having thus rapidly outlined a series of events, the next 
chapters will be devoted to developing them in detail. 
That the task both to reader and writer will prove pleasant, 
pro6table, and interesting, is more than probable — it 
amounta to the character of a certainty. 



Hc..lcdbyG00<:^lc 



PAST AND PRESEST. 



CHAPTER II. 



Saukeaa and Maaquakeea— Black Hawk— Character, &o.— Treaties of 1804— 
Successive TceatLea — Spirit Cave on Rock Islaad. 

It would, perhaps, be well to devote a short space to the 
earher history of this section, and collateral occurrences, 
before prosecuting the more direct objects of the present 
work. The relations of the Aborigines are so intimately 
interwoven with the pioneer history of every place in the 
"West, and the character, doings and reverses of those re- 
markable men who once held an undisputed right to this 
vast continent, that a short digression, having bearing 
upon them, is pardonable, if not strongly desirable. 

The "trail" of the Indian bearing Westward — to Pov- 
erty, Starvation— to Death— to Annihilation, runs broad 
and hard-beaten direct through the scenes which adjoin 
our homes. The funeral march of once powerful tribes has 
but just passed the grounds covered with the monumental 
masonry of the Pale Faces — and their mournful tramp is 
scarcely stilled yet in our ears, although filled by the shouts 
of a new and strange multitude. 

The recent occurrence of such events, and their close 
alliance with this and adjacent portions of our country, 
give them a claim to our attention- although it must be 
necessarily but brief. 

In 1804, the Sauks, Saukees, or Sacs,* and Musquakees 
or Foxes, ceded to the United States, through General 
Harrison, all their lands lying on Rock River, and much 

* See A, end of Cliapter III. 
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elsewhere. The principal Sac village was at the point of 
land between the junction of the Mississippi and liock 
River— a point just bclowtlie present site of Davenport, on 
the Illinois side. There, according to tradition, had been 
a village for one hundred and fifty years. The entire 
country belonging to the tribes, bordered on the Mis- 
sissippi, and extended about seven hundred miles down 
the river from the mouth of the Wisconsin, reaching very 
nearly to the Missouri river. In 1820, tliey numbered 
about three thousand persons in all, of whom, perhaps, 
six hundred were warriors. 

The Sac village alluded to was commanded by the cel- 
ebrated Black Hawk, alias the pleasant verbal agglom- 
eration — Ma-ka-tai-me-she-kia-kiak — who, as a warrior, is 
as well or better known than Tecumseh, or Phillip of New 
England. The Musquakeea, or Foxesj lived further north, 
and had, near the lead mines, their principal village. Still, 
notwithstanding the separation of the Sacs and Foxes, they 
were, in reality, but one tribe, as they hunted together, 
had similar customs, and so far as unity of purpose was 
concerned in their enmity to the Sioux, and other nations, 
they were indissoiuble. 

Black Hawk was the most celebrated "brave" of his 
nation. He had been in the service of England in 1812; 
had been an intimate friend of Tecumseh ; was ranked 
among the braves at the early age of sixteen, and at the 
age of twenty, or thereabouts, succeeded his father as 
chief, the latter having been killed in a bloody battle with 
the Cherokees. "With such alife — scarcely if ever defeated 
in battle — proud, imperious, and with a deep tinge of mel- 
ancholy in his later years — venerated by his braves, and 
feared by his enemies, he was no common man, nor would 
his nature admit of such treatment as might be endured 
patiently by ordinary or less strongly marked men. 
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Of hia personal appearance, the editor of tho United 
States Literary Gazettp. thus speaks, as he saw him in Phil- 
adelphia in 1833: 

"He is about sixty-five, of middling size, with a head 
that would excite the envy of a phrenologist— one of the 
finest that Heaven ever let fall on the head of an Indian. 

" The son of Black Hawk is a noble apeciraen of 
physical heauty— a model for those who would embody the 
idea of strength. He was painted, and had his hair cut in 
a strange fantasy." It was remarked by many in the same 
city atthat time, that Black Hawk's "pyramidal forehead" 
strongly resembled Sir Walter Scott's, while others found 
in its peculiar outlines a very striking similarity to those 
of the well-known Stephen Girard. .Washington Irving 
writing coQcerning him from Jefferson Barracks in Decem- 
ber, 1832, says : "He has a fine head, a Eoman styie of 
face, and a prepossessing countenance." Many of our 
older citizens, who knew him personally, describe him as 
embodying in his countenance an expression of deep cun- 
ning, and as rather lacking in intellectuality. He was 
however, extremely euperstitious, and it is more than prob- 
able that the war in which he engaged in '31 and '2 was 
owing largely to the iiiSuence of a half breed "Winnebago 
and Sac Prophet, named Wabo-kieshiek, (White Oloud,) 
although his constitutional hatred of the Americans, and 
the unwarranted aggressions of the latter in many cases 
undoubtedly materially assisted precipitating the matter. 

In all, however, be was, with many failings, a great man 

possessing a depth of character; a reach of means, energy 
and patriotic feeling which, developed nnder the promotive 
and powerful influences of civilization, would have elevated 
hira to the proud rank of those whom the world recognizes 
as "Great." 

In regard to the treaty of 1804, there are two accounts. 
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One regards it aa a honafde transaction, whereby the landa 
of the Sacs and Foxes were eold by responsible men of 
the tribes; and that it was further ratified by a part of the 
tribe in a treaty with Gov. Edwards and Anguste Choteau 
in September 1815, and by another with the same commis- 
sioners in May 1816. These further allege, that the United 
States allowed the Indians to remain upon any portion of 
this land so long as it remained the property of the Gov- 
ernment, and that the lands occupied by the Sac village at 
Kock River, bad been surveyed and sold, and hence could 
no longer be justly occupied by the Indians.* 

Tbc other account, which is that of Black Hawk himself, 
states quite a different story. It is, that an American hav- 
ing been killed by one of ISlack Hawk's men, the murderer 
was arrested and imprisoned at St. Louis. Four Indians 
were dispatched by the tribe to St. Louis to release the in- 
carcerated Indian " by paying for the person killed" — ac- 
cording to their custom. The return of the four is thus 
described by Black Hawk : 

" Quasb-qua-me and party remained a long time absent. 
They at length returned, and encamped a short distance 
below the village — but did not come up that day — nor did 
any person approach their camp! They appeared to be 
dressed in fine coats, and had medals. From these cir- 
cumstances, we were in hopes that they had brought good 
news. Early the next morning the Councii Lodge was 
crowded — Quash-qna-me and party came up, and gave the 
following account of their mission : 

' On their arrival at St. Louis they met their American 
father, and explained to him their business, and urged the 
release of their friend. The American Chief told them he 
wanted land — and they had agreed to give him some on 
the west side of the Mississippi, and some on the Illinois 

*Gor. Ford's liistory of Illinois. 



;dbyG00<:^lc 



PAST ASD PRESENT. 17 

side, opposite tlie Jeffreon. When the business was all 
arranged, they expected to have their friend released to 
come home with them. Bat about the time they were 
ready to start, their friend was let out of prison, who ran 
a short distance, and was shot dead! This is all they could 
recollect of what was said or done. They had been drunk 
the greater part of the time they were in St. Louis!' 

"This is all myself or nation knew of the treaty of 1804. 
It has been explained to me since. 1 find, by that treaty, 
that all our country east of the Mississippi, and south of 
Jetfreon, was ceded to the United States for one thousand 
dollars a year !" 

It may be questioned whether the treaty at St. Louis 
was one concluded by authority of the tribes — although it 
is not in the least doubtful that, on the part of the Oom- 
misaioners, the proceeding was concluded in all fairness, 
and with the belief that the Indians who signed the treaty 
were instructed so to do by the Sacs and Foxes. Black 
Hawk is mistaken in some points of his statemen't. The 
treaty was signed by five Chiefs instead of four, one of 
whom, Pah-she-pa-ho, was a head chief among the Sacs. 
It was also made before Lieut. Pike ascended the Missis- 
sippi, instead of after, as stated by Black Hawk, as Pike 
did not leave St. Louis till August, 1805, on his erpedition. 
In September 1815, both Sacs and Foxes concluded a 
new treaty, wherein tlie treaty of St. Louis was ratified, 
among other matters. This treaty was held at Portage dea 
Sioux, and was a finale to the war with England of 1812, 
in which a part of the tribes, headed by Black Hawk, had 
fought against the Americans. This treaty was not signed 
by Black Hawk or his hand, although signed largely by 
Chiefs of both tribes, who ivere fully empowered so to do. 
In May, 1816, another treaty was held at St. Louis, in 
which that of 1804 was recognized, and was signed by 
Black Hawk. 
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One cannot doubt that these siieceesiTe treaties were 
binding upon the Saes and Poxea, although the ro- 
niuneratiou was contemptibly small. All this rich extent 
of land was made over for the pittance of some two 
thousand dollars (in goods,) down, and an annuity of one 
thousand, also in goods. That such treaties should also be 
held among the tribes, and not a distance, is obviously no 
more than fair. All complaint would thereafter be pre- 
vented. 

In 18113, Fort Armstrong was erected upon Koek Island. 
It was a measure distasteful to the Indians, for reasons 
which we give in Black Hawk's own words : 

" We did not, however, object to their building the fort 
on the Island, but we were very sorry, as this was the best 
Island on the Mississippi, and had long been the resort of 
our young people during the summer. It was our garden 
(like the white people have near their big villages,) which 
supplied us with strawberries, blackberries, plums, apples, 
and nuts of various kinds ; and its waters supplied us witii 
pure fish, being situated in the rapids of the river. In my 
early life, I spent many happy days on this Island. A 
good spirit had care of it, who lived in a cave in the rocks 
immediately under the place where the Fort now stands, 
and has often been seen by our people. He was white, with 
largo wings like a swan's, but ten times larger. We were 
particular not to make much noise in that part of the 
island which be inhabited, for fear of disturbing him. But 
the noise of the Tort has since driven him away, and no 
doubt a bad spirit has taken hia place !" 

?s"ot a few Davenport readers will recognize in this the 
base of the legend of Black Hawk's Cave, and hia going 
thither to consnlt with the good Genius of the place. A 
fit place, truly, was it, for the dwelling of the Ked man's 
tutelar spirit! Facing the glorious river, which, fair as 
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the Eridaniis of Elysium, rolled before it,~with the 
music of it3 flow softly filling the recesses of hia retreat 
— with the poetry of moving waters ever dramatized 
before bis eyes— on either side tho prairie rolling back 
hke an ocean of green, frozen to rigidity in some long, 
gentle sweli— the shady island, with its lusciotis fruits, 
and a domain aa fair aa the Garden of llesperidea— 
with the long, winding bluffs on either side, rolling 
away in the distance till, uniting above and below, they 
walled in as glorious a landscape of plain and hill, 
curve, rounding outlines of surface, water, foliage and sky, 
aa ever artist-band sketched, or artist-brain imagined — with 
all these circumstances, we do not wonder that the imag- 
inative Indian located in this peculiar spot his Guai-dian 
Oenius I 
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CHAPTER III. 

E.ack Hawk Continned — Treaties — Removals — Invnsions — Executive Irflnence 
and Alarm— Crossing the Mississippi— 8 till man's Rnn— Re treat— Muss acre 
at Bad Axe— Treaty— Close of Black Hawk's History. 

In 1823, by the advice of the agent at Fort Armstrong, 
the larger portion of the Sacs and Foxes, headed by 
*Keokuk, removed across the Mississippi. That portion of 
the Sac nation which, under the leadership of Black Hawk, 
had, by their fidelity to the British in 1812, earned the 
appellation of the "British Band," steadily refused to 
vacate the Sac village at Eoek Eiver. 

It has been ascribed to a spirit of rivalry — this difference 
between Keokuk and Black Hawk, which prevented 

* Keokuk. — Tlie design of the present Chapter irill not allow the name of 
Keokuk that prominence which his character deserves. He rose from obacurity 
to a Ch!eftainsb-p by the mere force of his talents. He was ft brave warrior, a 
firm friend to the Americans, and an orator without a rival among (he tribes 
of the North- West. He was a Sac, and his nnmo denotes the "Watchful Fox." 
He eventually snpeiseded Black Hank, and was, for a long time, head chief of 
the Sac nation. 

The following description is taken from a cotemporaneous work : 
"In penion, Keokuk is stout, graceful, and commanding, with fine features, 
and an intelligent oountenaoce. His broad eipsnded chest, and muscular 
limhs, denote activity and physical strength; and he is known to excel in 
dancing, horsemanship, and all athletic exercises. * * * In point of 
intellect, and integrity of character, and the capacity for governing others, he 
is supposed to have no superior among the Indians, Bold, courageous, and 
skilful in war — mild, firm, and politic in peace. He has preat enterprise, and 
active impulses, with a freshness and enthusiasm of feeling, which might 
readily lead him astray, but for his qnick perception of human character, bis 
uncommon prudence, and his calm sonnd judgment. « ■« » Snch is 
Keokuk, the Watchful Fos, who prides himself npon being the frleud of the 
white man. — Life of Slant Hawk ; Ciiicinnati. 
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the latter from adopting the expedient operation of the 
former by moving over the Mississippi. I cannot adopt 
this view— it may have had some influence, but it is en- 
tirely too trivial in its nature to influence the important 
step which Black Hawk took some few years after. Patri- 
otism, and the love of home — of the village where his 
tribe had lived for more than a century, and where every- 
thing which makes life honorable or desirable had orig- 
inated, had undoubtedly more influence in Black Hawk's 
decision than the mere desire of outvieing the rising 
splendor of Keokuk. He regarded the Americana as ac- 
gresaora— he had fought against tbem in 1812— his ances- 
tors—his father— him se!f had lived, hunted, fought, died, 
and were buried in the Sac village. He had grown old 
there— there slept his son ; there was every endearment 
which could be evolved from the past, as well of the savage 
as the refined — and he could not bring himself to leave 
tbem. There ^were enough circumstances, apart from his 
diaiike of the Americans, and their ruffianly aggressions, to 
explain why be left it unwillingly, and how, after leaving 
it, he returned with a "forlorn hope" to breast the whole 
force of the United States in an attempt to regain it. 

By the terms of the treaty with the United States, the 
Indians were to retain possession of their lands until they 
were sold to actual eettlera. Some white families, however, 
who probably considered an Indian's title to life, Jand and 
liberty, as merely nominal, and of no account, when 
measured against the "Eights" of the white man, moved 
on to the Sac village. Not content with thus actually 
stealing the land, they took advantage of Black llawk's 
absence on a hunting expedition to not only fence in the 
Indians' cornfields, but to take possession of Black Hawk's 
lodge. 

These whites had established themselves in direct viola- 
tion of the treaty of 1804. They continued their aggres- 
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eions— destroyed the Indians' corn, killed their domestic 
animals, and whipped their trivea and children. Much 
against the wishes of Black Hawk, they introduced a traffic 
in spirituous liquor, and made drunkenness and debauchery 
common. The remonstrances of Black Ilawk, and other 
chiefs, were unavailing, equally in regard to the encroach- 
ments upon their lands, or the sale of spirituous liquors. 
The Indians were regarded aa legitimate prey by these 
harpies—and appeals to their sense of justice or to their 
reason were alike unavailing. Black Hawk, upon one occa- 
sion, even took the trouble to put in practice a modern princi- 
ple of action — the Maine law — by knocking in the head of a 
ban-el of whisky, which the owner had continued to vend 
in spite of the old chief's remonstrances. 

This condition of things continued until 1827. In the 
winter of this year, while the Indians were absent on their 
periodical hunt, the whites devised a famous scheme for 
getting rid of those upon whose lands they were intruding. 
It was a well conceived operation — although moralists 
would call it rather robbery than honorable policy. It was 
no less than to expedite the Indians on their destination 
over the Mississippi, by burning their lodges ! Accord- 
ingly, the torch was applied to some forty lodges, which 
were entirely consumed. "When the Indians returned in 
the Spring, and required satisfaction for this unwarrantable 
outrage, they received only fresh insults. 

Tlie wigwam of an Indian is inconsiderable — but still so 
far as right is concerned, there was, in the burning of these 
lodges, as clear a case of halter-deserving arson as ever fell 
under the jurisdiction of judicial ermine. To apply the in- 
cendiary torch to one's lodge, and to run the plough-share 
through the sacred mounds of ancestral graves, are no 
light provocations, although committed upon the Eed man- 
When one adds to these, the indignity of llows upon his 
own person, and worse, upon that of his wife and children, 
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wi can nearly or quite excuse him if he applies, as his 
remedj', the sharpest lex talionis at his command. Especially 
is aueh a result excusable after warning, expostulations, 
and appeal to higher powers, have signally and utterly failed. 

There is always upon the frontier a set of reckless men, 
speculators, squatters, and loafers, who, devoiii of principle 
and humanity, care leas for the rights and lives of others, 
and especially for those of Indians, than they do for the 
same qualities in an irrational animal. Such men held 
possession of the frontiers in 1827, and such were they who 
had infringed upon the precincts of the Sac village. 

Under the seventh article of the treaty of 1804, it was 
provided ; " that as long as the lands which are now ceded 
to the United States remain their property, the Indians be- 
longing to said tribes, sliall enjoy the privilege of living 
and hunting upon them." 

None of the lands upon Rock River were brought into 
market until 1823, and consequentiy the Indians, prior to 
this time, had as much right to them as if they held them 
in fee simple. At this time, 1823, the lands purchased in the 
treaty in 1804, were not offered for sale within sixty miles 
of this point — ^yet for the unjustifiable purpose of getting 
rid of the Indians on Eock River, the lands upon which the 
Sac village stood were thrown into market. 

In the spring of 1830, when Black Hawk and his party 
returned from their winter's hunt, and commenced prepa- 
rations for planting, they were notified that the land was 
sold, and that they must remove west of the Mississippi. 
Unwilling, however, to remove, he visited Maideu to con- 
sult his "British Father," and returned by way of Detroit 
to see General Cass. Both advised him if he had not sold 
his land to remain quietly upon it, and he could not be dis- 
turbed. He returned late in the fall, and found his band 
absent upon their winter's hunt. Keokuk exerted himself 
strongly this winter to induce Black Ilawk's followers to 
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desert him, and to remove across the Mississippi, It was 
in vain. Their attachment to thoir village was stronger 
than any representations of the danger of such a course, 
and accordingly, in the Spring of 1831, they all returned. 
The agent at Rock Island immediately notified them to re- 
move, or troops would be sent to drive them off. 

In the meantime the squaws had commenced planting 
their corn, which the whites ploughed up. This enraged 
Black Hawk, and he threatened to remove the whites by 
force if they persisted in such proceedings. The whites 
became alarmed — a startling memorial was drawn up, con- 
eluding, after enumerating a long list of outrages, with the 
astounding outrage of the "Indians going to a house, 
rolling out a barrel of whisky, and knocking in its head !" 
Terrifying rumors were circulated of border depredations 
committed by "General Black Hawk" and bis "British 
Band." The Executive of Illinois promptly ordered out 
seven hundred militia to meet this " invasion." 

However, General Gaines ordered some ten companies 
to Rock Island, and with them proceeded there in June. 
A conference was held with Black Hawk, the result 
of which was, that he refused to leave. However, some 
sixteen hundred mounted militiamen having arrived, Gen. 
Gaines took possession of the Sac village, and Black Hawk 
retreated across the river. A treaty was then concluded, 
wherein Black Hawk agreed not to cross the river without 
permission. 

Thus ended, for that year, this famous campaign — which, 
while being in reality buta squabble betweenBlackHawk's 
squaws, and the whites, about cornfields, and rights of way, 
was magnified by Gov. Eeynolds into an actual invasion. 

In the Spring of 183"2, Black Hawk received information 
from the Prophet that not only the British, but several 
tribes of Indians would assist him in recovering his lands. 
After vainly endeavoring to persuade" Keokuk to Join him. 
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he started in April from hia rendezvous at l^'ort Madison, 
and, attended by his band, with their wives and children, 
landed at Eock River, and proceeded to ascend it. This 
was in violation of the treaty of the preceding year. He 
was ordered by Gen. Atkinson— tlien stationed at Fort 
Armstrong— to return ; bat he refused on the grounds of 
his mission being a peaceful one, as he was proceeding to a 
"Winnebago village further up the river, there, by their in- 
vitation, to raise corn. 

After reaching the "Winnebago village, Black Hawk 
ascertained that the tribe would not assist him, although 
willing that be should plant corn. He then determined to 
return along Rock River, and reerosa the Mississippi, as he 
had by this time learned that all the promised assistance 
from other tribes had failed. Before returning, he deter- 
mined to give a feast in honor of some Pottowatomies then 
visiting him. 

In the meantime. Gen. Atkinson, with six hundred 
troops, had ascended Rock River in pursuit of Black Hawk, 
and at tliis time had arrived at Dixon's ferry, a point about 
half way from the Mississippi to Black Hawk's camp. 
There, Maj. Stillman, with some three hundred volunteers, 
proceeded forward on a scouting expedition. He proceeded 
up to Sycamore Creek, which was within a few miles of 
Black Hawk. 

The latter heariug that troops bad been seen near him, 
immediately sent three young men with a flag of truce, to 
conduct them to his camp, for the purpose of a conference. 
These, upon approaching the troops, were taken prUoners, 
and one of them, shot ! Five others were despatched by the 
wary old chief to mark the result. These had not pro- 
ceeded far before they saw the troops coming toward them 
at a full gallop. Two of them were overtaken and killed, 
the other three reached the camp, and gave the alarm. All 
of Black Hawk's men were then absent, hut about fifty. 
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These immediately charged upon the advancing troopa, 
and completely routed the valorous three hundred! The 
retreat did not stop on reaching their camp, but many not 
even deeming Gen. Atkinson's flag a sufficient defense, 
kept on fifty miles farther, to their own homes ! 

This was the famous "battle" of "Stillman's Eun," and 
it, perhaps, conferred a more lasting notoriety upon those 
engaged in it, than would have the hardest fought battle. 
The whole proceeding—from the firing upon the flag- 
bearers at the beginning, to their "turning tail" to the 
Indians at the end— ia the most cowardly afiair on record. 
There is not a doubt hut if the flag had been respected, 
and a conference held, that Black Hawk would have 
peaceably returned to the west side of the Mississippi. 

A bloody frontier war ensued. The "British Band" 
divided in squads, and attacked and butchered wherever 
they could flnd an opportunity. One thousand more troops 
■were ordered out, and Gen. Scott proceeded towards the 
scene of action with about the same number, having been 
despatched by the Secretary of "War. The Indians were 
gradually driven north, and, as they reached the 'Wisconsin 
river, they were defeated, with a bloody loss, by Gen. 
Dodge, the former Joeing some forty of their braves, the 
latter but one. This decisive blow ended, in reality, the 
war. The women and children escaping down the Wis- 
consin on rafts, starved, or were shot by troops stationed 
along the river, with but a miserably small exception. 

Black Hawk, and his remaining party, attempted to 
reach the Mississippi by taking a direct line across the 
country, toward a point some forty miles above the mouth 
of the Wisconsin. After losing many by starvation, the 
flying band reached the river, and made preparations for 
crossing it — but the steamboat Warrior gave them another 
check. Kegardless of a white flag, exhibited by them, the 
Captain let fiy a six-pounder among them, and, to use Iiia 
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own elegant language, "if jou ever saw straight Uankets 
you saw them there !"* The next morning, the whole of 
Gen. Atkineon'a army arrived in pursuit of the Indians, 
and immediately attacked them. This "battle" was simply 
a massacre — the sharp-shooters amusing themselves by 
picking off the women and children, who were endeavor- 
ing to cross the river. The most who escaped by crossing 
the river passed from Scyllad to Charybia— for they 
were attacked by a party of Sioux, and were either killed 
or taken prisoners. The " battle" of Bad Axe was simply 
a victory of overpowering numbers over a starved remnant 
of a brave tribe, and an indiscriminate massacre of men, 
women and children. From the unjustifiable act of the 
Warrior in firing upon a flag of truce to the shooting of in- 
nocent women and harmless children, there is not much 
to admire. 

Black Hawk escaped, but was taken by a couple of 
treacherous 'WinnebagoeB, and delivered, along with the 
Prophet, to General Street, August 27th, at Prairie du 
Chien. He was sent in a few days to Rock Island, where, 
on the 2l8t September, a new treaty was concluded be- 
tween the Whites and Indians. In consequence of cholera 
in the Fort, the treaty was held on the Wisconsin side- 
on the spot of ground now occupied by the MissiBsippi and 
Missouri Railroad buildings. 

It was at this treaty that Keokuk made a reserve of 
a section of land which was made over to the wife of 
Antoine Le Claire, on the single condition that the latter 
should build his house upon the spot of ground occupied 
by the marquee of Gen. Scott during the treaty. The re- 
sult of the treaty was, that the United States acquired from 
the Sacs and Foxes six millions of acres lying west of the 
Mississippi, which acquisition was known as the "Black 
Hawk Purchase," and subsequently as the "lowaBiatrict." 

* Bee B, end of Chapter III. 
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A reserve of forty miles square, known aa "Keokuk's Re- 
eerve," was made in favor of that Chief on Iowa River. 

Thia land was purchased for twenty thousand dollars per 
annum for thirty years — the payment of the debts of the 
tribe, and the support of a black and gun smith among 
them. 

This ends the brief notice of prominent events in the 
life of Black Hawk, and the celebrated "Black Hawk 
War" — than which latter there is scarcely a more farcical 
"war" on record. Beginning in the aggressions of the 
wliites, and lack of forbearance afterward with the less re- 
fined Indians — with bombast and cowardice, and violation 
of sacred pledges interspersing its sparse details of noble- 
ness, charity, and bravery, it is not one which can or should 
reflect particular credit upon the part of the "Whites. Bnt 
let it pass— every year's inquiries are revealing these facts 
— and posterity will yet pass a righteous verdict upon its 
character, 

"When Black Hawk passed down the river, during a 
visit to Rock Island in the Spring of '33, we are informed 
by Lieut. Mitchell that, as he passed along below Rock 
Island, he "eried like a child," as his eye looked upon the 
site of his old village. There is something peculiarly aft'cet- 
ing in this Incident, and it reveals no little of the Beautiful 
in the heart of the savage. He was in his sixty-fifth year 
—an old man. There were the rolling prairies of Ms beau- 
tiful village— the theatre of the great exploits of his whole 
life, which he was never to visit again. Expatriated, con- 
quered, thrust down from his high position, and igno- 
miniously treated, with the sight of boyhood and man- 
hood's home in the possession of the etranger-enemy, and 
with the prospect of a distant removal in his old age, from 
all that he valued — why should not the aged chief weep 'i 
He died— and among all the famous events of " General 
Black Hawk's" history — among all his brave exploits, and 
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magnanimous deeds, there ia not one so lustrous as the aged 
man weeping as he passed his oid home, and the graves of 
his kindred. 

Let Posterity do him at least the justice to own that 
there was in his acts a single one of poetic beauty, which 
is paralleled only in acts giving birth to " Thoughts that 
breathe, and words that burn." 

A. Indian CnatonXi— Is closing these clianten, i( nitiy notbe ioapuropruiie to ?iven 
reiiotthecuBttPios,l>«ll6)^*c.,ottlioSBCantiroi:lrH)eB: 

MAEaiAOEg.— Oqr nomeu plsnt tbe com, ssd a* bood at thej get done, ve niako a feast and 
duion the erant dance. In vhloh ttiey Join db, dreeBed In their best, and decoraled with f^itheiB. 
At thfs lte«t (mr joipig hrsrei select uie joTiDg womftn Oioy wish to Ji4re Ibr a wife. He then 
inCjcmshlB mother, who calls on the mother ofUis Eirl, when the armngemenl is made, and the 
time appointed br Blm to come. Ho goes to tbe lodge when all are asleep, (or pretend to be.) 
lights hU matches, which have bseo provided &r the pnrjiose, and soon finds Kheie his intend^ 
sleeps. He then awakens her, and holds the light to his bee, that slie may know him— after 

pears In the lodge the neit mornlnir, m one of thefiunlly.' If she does not bhjw ou?"he 1%^ 
but leaves It to burn out, he retires from the lodge. The nest day he places himself in fbU view 
of It, and plays his flute. The young women go out, one hy one, to see who he la playinE for 
The tnne changes, tu lei them know that he is not playing for (hem. When his Intended niahes 
her appearaoioB at the door, he contlnnes his caur(£q^tDoe,'untHBheretnmsf0 the lodge Ue 
Chen gives over playing, aad makes ancthar trial at night, which generally tum« ont &vorable. 
During the llrit year they SKertiln TAsthsr they can agrea itlth each other, and can be happv-- 
it nol^the; pert, and eooh looks oat again. If we weretollTa togetiier,ai>ldlBU«e, we ^ouM 
he as Iholish as the white*. Wo IndlKrelion (an banish a woman from her parental lodge— no 
dKference how msoy children she may bring home, she is iJwBja welcome— the kettle Is aver tho 

Dascra— The crane dance often lasts two or three davs. When this is over, we feast again 
and havs our BOiiVwai dance, aiie lai-ge SQnare In Ihe village is swept and prepared for the uur^ 

Ke St^the''toiSmr^^' ' "^^ ™ " t^* d h b*™ ''"" """^^ " "" "P^"'- '™'* 



What pleasure it Is to an ohi warrtor, to Bee hie son come forward and reUU his eiploits— it 
makes him ftel young, andlndncSB bun to entorlhe square, and "fight his battles o'er again." 

place where the Ainericane 

„--.iddo"lTkewiK."liiisanrpri8edme,a™I°lld'aot 

is Duderstood our way of making braves. 

n, Fbabts, toJ. -When our national dance Is oyer— onr eorn-flelds hoed, and every 

nd onr corn abont knee high, all uur yonog men wonUl start in a direction 

wn, to hunt deer and bnlfthj— beujg pi-epared, also, to kill Eionx, If any are found 

>f our old men and women to the lead mines to omke lead— and 

)ple start to flsh, and get mtU Btuir. Every one leavea the vlllaee, am! 

. IfaEy then rslum : Ihe limiting party brlngli^ In dried bnfTalo and 

. es Slaa gea^ when they are ftmnd treapasaing on oar hunting 

rnnds. At other times they ars mot by a party of Bionitoo strong tiH ihem, and are driven 
If the gioDi have killed the Sacks lut, they expect to be rataUated npoo, and will flv before 
them, and vice vena, aich party knowa that Ihe other has a right toretallale, which 'iodnces 
those who have killed last, to glTB way holbre their enemy—as neither wish to atjike, elcepl lo 
avenge thedeath of HieirrelBttreB. All onr ware ace pre<U«ited hy Iho relatives of those killed : 
or by aggresBiona upon flnr hunting groiinds. 

The psrty fi-om the lead mhies brine lead, and the others dried Ish, and mats for «nr winter 
lodges, PreHentanrenowmadeby eaai party; the arst, givrng lo the others dried bnffiiloand 
deer, and they, in eichBDg^ pteaenting (hem with lead, dried flsh and mats. This Is a happy 
season oftheyeai^-havlng plenty of provishms. such as beans, squashes, and other produce, with 
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IrtiM l« right 01 wrong [ sud rfionld nimoe that patb which «s believo to be ilghl— beUeviiiB, 
that "whuJewriB.lBrlKht.'' IftbaGragtand Good Spirit wiahed ua to beUOTe and do as the 



_ arlB, Is rlKht." 

wfaltei^ he could wall; lAsage ant opinions, bo thut we 



wearsBSUHWnmparaini ma pDHer,sna«ei 
the whlt«, who pretend to know the ilgfaC path, . . 
1 hBTe no &ith in Uieli paths— hot believe that every 
Obioiw Of COB!".— I Bill here rehite tha niRnnet In ■ 

BltehtupoQ the earth, by two of our ancantora, who he 
iwtiDgftpartofit toeal. Tboj were astonished at f 

roasted Venison. Theyprs 
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age, and explam 
t by their people. 
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S, Md^aU ??ttSw°onn!ldg™ in peace" an^'^nKlp. "'"' 

cnrea. We then prepare to loaie onr TUlage for our hnnting grffnnda. The traders arrive, and 
irlTanaorodltfbr such articles M we want to olotheoiirJamUles,andenablen9lo hunt. Weflrst, 
fi(n»ever, hold noonneil with them, to asnertain the price Hiay will give us ibr our aliins,and 
what they will ehargo na for gonda. We inform them where we Intend hunling— and tell lh™i 
whore to bnlld thdr hoiiaes. At this plaoe, we depwil part of oni com, and leave oor old people. 
The traders hBTe always been kind to tJiem, and relierad them when in wwit. Thev were always 
much respected by our people— and never ahioe we have been a nation, has one of them been 
lolled by any of our ^ple. ^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^ ^^^ m soon as it Is OTor, we relnm to one 
t™ier?M»wiahinent, with our sUina, and remaiu feasting, pUylng Hirda, aud other paaUmcs, 
nnlU near the cloee of the wmler. Our yon>« men then atarton the beaver hunt; others te hunt 

. . ... .,. '-Jerof our people go t« the suKorcampa to make sugar. 

phtce to meet on the MiaHssippl, so that we may return 

in ftM we n^t make a fcaat for them. After thia la over, we rem™ to our vill^, accom- 
p^^wnieHmBS, by our traders. In Ihls way, the year rolled tonnd hapirfly. Buttheseaie 

R-Myself and band having no means to descend the Ouisconeln, I alartod, over^a russfd 
^fe'^" ^plltad to ^n'tiiK. fo° *»»'^fjJ';;j»|J'J^''='';|5,^""^l^^°^^^f,^'°^^ 

nothing to Mt f^*^* 8 » , ir-Hu <.hll.l™n ul,n iH.i.iDhH4 nit fhi. WHV Willi 



and appoint 



Bad been here but a little while, befMe we aaw a steam boat (the "Warrior; 
y braves not to ahoot, as I Intended going on board, ao tHat we might save ou 

Mntformy«Mi^iW. While tb- meeeenge- — i .~>b . ™.ii ,J™ 

□d put It en a pole, and called to the caphu 



it, and told him to ae. 
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ponple were hart after the flKt n™, hiTiog auccecdea in gelling beliliid old logs ani tree 
eiileided them ftam Ihe enemy's are. 
The Winnebago, on tbe steam boat, mmt either Wvb miannderslfed what ma low, oi 

Are upou an enemy when enelng for qnorterB. 
Alter the boat left as, 1 told my people te crosis if Ihey could, and wished : that I ■ 

Mlow them, remaftied— only three lodges goJnBwith me. Next niorniiig. at dajbreak. 



twaot Detote cney conju get bdtobh. i nau uHteciujum w ^v 
lleoMng that by Unl I conid only »™ mywlt I condnded to 
the Glieat Sl^t minld miC give lu anothsi Ttdtairl IMrIng o 
wbiK* came close by ua, but pinsd on wUhont dlinsvecliig os I 



indnded to Wmn, and die wilh my people, if 
~ ■ ■ tha thicket, a jattj of 



a partj of whiles, lirfiis 



-■.u -^s ii»«..ti..»K — iBiMtfiil. They tried to give themselves up— the mhitia 

paid uo attentloii to their entreaties— but commenced dai^lltfring them 1 In a litllo while tho 
wholB wmy arrived. Our bravea, but few in number, finding that the enemj paid no regard to 
age or sei- Bad leefng that they were murdering helplew women and htUe children, determined 
to ftthluHta Iki^ mm iOUid I As many women a« conld, commenced Bwtmmtog Uie Mieiissippl, 
wfili their nhlldran on their biokj A number of Ulem were drowned, and some shot, before they 
oould reach Hie opposite short- 

One of my braves, who gave me this Information, ptied up sonis saddles before him, (wlioii the 
fight commenced,) toahiSd himself from the enemy's fire, and killed thrae whits munt But 

brfng perceived, and bid himself under it, nntll the enemy reUred. He then came to me, and 
told me what had been done. Alter hearing this son-owfol news, I staltsd, with my little party, 
to the Winnebago village at Prairie La Cross. On my ai-rival there, I entewd the lodge of one 
ofthochleftiuiatoldhiHithatlirtshedhlmtogowiUi me to hli ftither— that I Intended to give 
myself up to the American wai chlet and («!, If the Great Spirit saw ntoper I He said he would 
gowithme. I then too* my BwKsifK tw, and addreBsed the dileC 1 told Mm that It was " the 
sonlofthe 8ai nation— thatH never had been dishonored In any batllp— tafte fl^ it Is ray Ufe— 
dcArerthanUfe— and clTe It lathe American chief)" He said he wonldkeep it, and Cake caie of 
it, and ifl was ai^ersd to live, he would send it to me. 

During my stay at Oie village, the sqnavrs made me a while dress ofdeersltln. I then started, 
vrtlh aevenil Winnebagoes, and went to their agent, at Prairie riu Chien, and gave myself up. 

On my arrival there, I found to mv sorrow, that a large body of Slonx had pursued, and 
killed, a number of our women and dlildren, who had got safely BcroBH the Sfississlppi. The 
whites ought not to have permitted such conduct— aad none but cmmmis would ever have Ijsen 

The massacre, whjqb terminated the war, lasted about two hours. Our loss in killed, was 

by my braves, eiMtJy ; buttkeytbii 
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CHAPTEE IV. 

Meeting at Col. Dftvenport's— Site of Daveripotl:— Proprietors— Survey— Cost 
of Piooeer Enterprises— Anecdote of a Pol iiioiaQ— First Ball— Religious Ser- 
TicBs— Rocltingh am — Poslmas lerAppoiated. 

In the year 1833, there were one or two claims made 
upon the lands now occupied by the lower part of the city. 
The claim upon which the city was first laid out was con- 
tended for by a Br. Spencer and Mr. McCloud. The mat- 
ter Vas finally settled by Mr. LeClaire buying them both 
out ; giving them for the quarter section one hundred and 
ffty dollars ! A splendid illustration is this sale of the 
immense fortunes made ^in the West, by politic fore- 
thought, and judicious investment. This claim laid to the 
"West of JiLeClaire'a Reserve — the^latter terminating at 
Harrison street Eelow this street the city was first laid 
out. 

Having fenced in this portion, Mr. LeClaire cultivated 
it until it was sold to a Company in 1835. In the Fall of 
this year a company was formed for the purpose of pur- 
chasing and laying out a town site. They met at the 
house of Col, Davenport on Eock Island to discuss the 
matter. The following gentlemen were present ; Maj. 
"Wm. Gordon, Antoine LbClaiee, Col. Geo. Davenport, 
Maj. Thos. Smith, Alex. McGregor, Levi S. Colton, and 
Philip Hambauqh. These gentleman, and Capt. James 
Mat, then in Pittsburg, composed the company which se- 
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cured the site, and sot in motion a train of circumstances, 
whose result is, a heantifiil and flourishing city. The ne- 
cessity of a town between the upper and lower rapids — the 
unexampled fertility of the adjacent country — the mag- 
'nificent beauty of the location — its freedom from malaria- 
breeding marshes, and facilities for drainage, the propin- 
quity of immense opportunity forwaterpower, were reasons 
adduced for the choice of the location. Well did they 
choose, as the events of the last twenty years have amply 
established. In the Spring of the next year, the site was 
surveyed and laid out by Maj. Gordon, United States 
Surveyor, and one of the stockholders. The spot selected 
included the area bounded on the East by Harrison street, 
on the iJ'orth by Seventh, West by Warren, and South by 
the river. It included thirty-six blocks, and six half-blocks 
—the latter being the portions lying adjacent to Warren, 
on the West. 

Tbe cost of the entire site was two thousand dollars — or 
two hundred and fifty dollars per share — a price which now 
would purchase but a very indifferent building-lot in the 
least valued part of it. In May the lots were offered at 
auction. A steamboat came up from St. Louis ladeu 
with passengers to attend the sale, and remained at the 
levee during its continuance, in order to afford the conve- 
niences of lodging, edibles, and the not less essential item 
of drinkables. The sale continued two days, but owing to 
the fact that the titles were simply such as were included 
in a squatter's claim — and purchasers fearful thatsuchwere 
not particularly good — only some fifty or sixty lots were 
sold, and these mostly to St. Louis speculators. The lots 
brought from $300 to ?600 each — a smaller sum than the 
proprietors calculated upon. The remaining portion of the 
site was then divided among the proprietors. 

The emigration this year was but small — only some half 
dozen families coming in. The first Hotel or "tavern" 
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was put tip this year, and opened by Edward Powers ; and 
is still standing on the comer of Front street and Eipley. 
It waa put up by Messrs. Davenport and LeClaire, and was 
called "Davenport Ilotei" — in honor of the "city" — the 
latter receiving its cognomen from Col, Geo. Davenport, 
who long previoua had been a resident of the Island. In 
regard to its appearance, nothing need be said — all here 
have seen or can see it, while more distant readers are 
doubtlessly amply informed in regard to the appearance, 
character, extent, accommodations, &c,, of pioneer "hotels." 

The next most prominent evidence of improvement was 
erected the same year by an old sea captain, named John 
Litch. 

It was that vademecum of civilization — that cotemporary, 
and often pioneer of church and school-house — a drinking 
saloon. It was a log-shanty, and stood on Front street, 
below Western Avenue. It was long a favorite resort of 
the politician and the thirsty ; and not a few grand social 
schemes and political intrigues were concocted beneath 
the genial influence of the suspiciously genuine liquids, 
vended by the retired and affable " Captain." 

There, listening to the numerous reminiscences of Cap- 
tain Litch, and growing balmy under his genial " punches" 
until life and its projects were roseate as the cheek of 
Dawn, might bo seen daily many who now stand deservedly 
among our first citizens. The "Maine Law" then lay 
nnevolved in the convolutions of Neal Dow'b brain. " Xot 
to drink" would then be almost, or quite, sufficient to 
ostracise any man from a desirable social standing ; and he 
who did not produce the bottle and glass upon the advent 
of a visitor, was deemed lacking in hospitality, " Take a 
drink," entered then as much into a portion of social econ- 
omy as "take a chair" does in the refinements of modern 
intercourse. The merchant preceded his customer's appli- 
cation by the proifer of a "smile" — all trades were pro- 
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logued and finished by a resort to an imbibition— and m 
Bhort, no entfirprise, ciril, aocial, religious, political, or 
otherwise, could well be inducted or coududed without 
the presence of a third party, in the shape of a dusky- 
viaaged Bottle. 

James Mackintosh opened the first store, in the latter 
part of October, of this year; his stock consisted of a gen- 
eral assortment of Dry Goods, Groceries, Hardware, Pro- 
visions, &c., to a value of about five thousand dollars ; com- 
menced business in a log house, built by A. LeClaire, near 
the IT. S. House, corner of Ripley and third streets. 

In December D. C. Eldridge also opened a large stock 
of Goods. Many may wonder where consumers were to 
be found for a "large stock of goods" in a place or less than 
a dozen families. It will much astonish such, as well as 
many others, to learn, that in the Spring of the neyt year 
(1837) the snm total of daily sales averaged one iidisdred 
ASD FIFTY DOLLARS, of which thirty-throe per cent, was cash. 

This apparent discrepancy of sales and buyers is ex- 
plained, when it is known that from the town opposite, and 
a long distance up and down the river, people came here 
to trade. 

Lumber was, at that time, brought from Cincinnati, and 
almost everything else from a distance. Flonr at sixteen 
dollars per barrel. Pork at sixteen cents per pound, were 
brought from Cincinnati. Corn was imported from the 
\yabash River, and brought two dollars per bushel. The 
farm now occupied by Mr. McManuswas bought by Dr. 
Uall, and paid for in this latter commodity, — the cost of 
the farm was five hundred bushels of corn. The J'erry 
also dates its existence from this year — it being a flat-bot- 
tomed craft, technically termed a "mud-boat." This in 
1841 was superseded by an immense improvement in the 
shape of a horse-boat — which in time gave way to steam 
— the whole being crowned by the two magnificent and 
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commodious steamboats constantly employed in transfer- 
ring a wide deep stream of freight and passengers from 
bhore to shore. 

Our lady-readers may, perhaps, be interested in know- 
ing that the pioneer in conjugal love, cutting teeth, chicken 
pox, and baby talk, in Davenport, was a son of Mr. L. S. 
Coltou, who iirat looked upon the light in the Fall of this 
year. Tho feeble wail of the first baby in Davenport has 
been echoed not a few times since, and daily grows wider 
and deeper in its volume, like the tiny spring-stroamlet, 
widening eventually into a broad river. 

It will naturally be supposed that the character of social 
life was in some sort like the country — rather destitute of 
refinement A gentleman relates a circumstance con- 
nected with a prominent politician of this State, and who 
has had the honor trequeutly of saying " Mr. Speaker" in 
the halls of National Legislation, that perhaps was tho 
counterpart of a thousand others of the time. In the fall 
of '36 this gentleman, while passing up the Mississippi on 
a prospecting tour, made the acquaintance of the pohtical 
gentleman at Eurlington — where the latter came aboard 
the boat. He was at that time candidate for territorial 
delegate from "Wisconsin. lie had scarcely gotten aboard 
before he ostentatiously displayed a pair of pistols, and 
which he occupied himself in handling, loading and fixing 
in various shapes, at intervals, during the passage to 
Galena. Arriving there, he solicited our informant to 
land, and proceed with him to the hotel. With his wife 
leaning upon his arm, the latter, followed closely in the 
wake of the candidate for Congressional honors. As they 
reached the door of the stopping place, the opposition can- 
didate happened to step out to the threshold. Our political 
hero confronted him in an instant, and as he drew both 
his pistols, he remarked, without prelace — 

"You are a G d bully, sir! Take your choice!" 

The other, however, declined a choice of the extended 
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pistol-butts, and "made hiiuBelf scarce " Both, however, 
relievd their irate tendencies, soon after, by a street fight, 
at Mineral Point, in which neither suffered according to 
the extent of the wishes of his antagonist. The effect upon 
our informant, and especially upon his wife, may easily be 
imagined. It may, however, be well to state, that the 
political gentleman alluded to is everywhere known for 
his courtesy and gentlemanly urbanity in every phase of 
his social life. 

The first law office in town was opened by A. McGregor, 
Esquire, in April. 

The first Eeligioue discourse was delivered by Rev. Mr. 
Gavitt, a methodist, in the Spring, in the house of D. C. 
Eldridge. Preaching from an Episcopalian the same 
Spring. 

lleligions services were held semi-oceasionally at the 
house of Mr. LeClaire, in which a priest from Galena 
officiated. Eor other amusements, our settlers had at this 
period, besides preachers, steamboat arrivals, which every 
body went down to see, horse racing at the upper end of 
the present site of the city, which all, from the car- 
penter on the roof, to the merchant behind the counter, 
left to witness; sleigh-rides to the neighboring places, follow- 
ed by a dance, to which all went; balls at home, and wolf 
hunts. There was then quite as much, or more, positive 
enjoyment than now, for the reason that social casle was 
not there recognized, and all went in simply for enjoyment. 

The pioneer ball was held in Mr. LeClaire "s house, Jan. 
8, 1836. Some forty couples were present, consisting of 
frontiersmen, ofBcers from the Island, and others. The 
tQUsie was furnished by fiddles, from which no contempti- 
ble strains were occasionally drawn by Mr. LeClaire him- 
self. Prominent among the merry dancers were G. C. R. 
Mitchell, A. McGregor, G. L. Davenport, Joe Conway, and 
last but not least, and by far the lightest dancer in the 
room, the now portly figure of A. LeClaire. Most of 
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the frontiersmen wore the coarsest species of "stogy boots," 
"making" as our informant saya,"a most infernal clatter." 
The dresses of the ladies were generally rather more calcu- 
lated to promote comfort than ostentation. The party 
danced till sunrise, and then broke up — the gentlemen 
being, as a general thing, as genial as all the "punches" 
they could possibly contain, would make them. Joe Con- 
way, eccentric in his cups as well as his actions, upon 
reaching the ice to cross the river, found himself unable to 
either stand still or walk — he very ingeniously, therefore, 
compromised the matter by striking a sinuous and uncer- 
tain "dog-trot" and heading for all points of the Island 
miscellaneously. It is mistily beheved by his companions 
that he succeeded in reaching it — although somewhat out 
of hie original bearings. 

In the Fall of this year, Rockingham — a now deserted 
locality some few miles down the river — was laid out by 
a company, among whom were Oen. Sargent, Ebenezer 
Cook, Dr. Barrows, and others, of our now prominent cit- 
izens. It was thought a good locality, for the reason that 
it was opposite the embouchure of Rock River, which was 
supposed to be navigable. Gen. Sargent states that he 
once ascended it in a steamboat to the distance of two 
hundred and ten miles; and hence it was very reasonably 
supposed that an important junction might be formed with 
interior towns, and a heavy trade thereby supported. 

At the time of the purchase of the Black Hawk dis- 
trict, it was placed under the jurisdiction of Michigan. 

In 1836, "Wisconsin was organized, amd by an act of the 
Legislature (which met for the first time at Belmont,) the 
"Black Hawk Purchase" was divided into two counties. A 
line beginning at Rock Island, and extending west to the 
Missouri River, divided them — the north one was called 
Julien Towuihip, and Dubuque county, the south one 
Fhnt Hill Township, and Des Moines county. The county 
seat of the former was located at Dubuque. Davenport 
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was in the latter jurisdiction. Soon after the District was 
divided into counties, at which time commenced a notable 
spirited contest between Davenport and Eockinham for 
possession of the county seat. Of this we shall speak in 
its proper place. 

In the Summer of this year, Mr. A. LeClaire was ap- 
pointed P. M. Mails came once each week from the East, 
via Chicago ; and once in two weekafrom Dubuque via Dav- 
enport to Fort De Moine, (now Montrose). Postage at that 
time was twenty-five centa. The P.M. need to carry the mail 
across the river in his pocket ; ^.nd his percentage for the first 
three months was seventy-five cents! The present P. M., 
with hia two thousand boxes, and half dozen assistants, will 
easily recognize the diff"erence, The mortality this year 
amounted to seven— the first of whom was Mrs. Tannev- 
hill. ^ 

In September, a treaty was held at East Davenport be- 
tween Gov. Dodge, IT. S. Commissioner, and the Saca and 
Foxes. The object of the treaty was to secure possession 
of the land bordering on Iowa Eiver, and known as " Keo- 
kuk's Reserve." About a thousand chiefs and warriors 
were present, and were encamped during the time just 
above Kenwick's mill. 

The land in question amounted to 256,000 acres and 
was purchased for seventj-five cents per acre, or $192 000 
—a very liberal price compared to what Government had 
heretofore paid, but " dog cheap" when we consider that 
in less than a year every foot of it was disposed of at ten 
shillings per acre, 

Catlin, in bis "Korth American Indians" thus notices 
this affair : 

"The treaty itself, in all itsforme, was a scene of interest 
and Keokuk was the principal speaker on the occasion, being 
recognized as the head chief of the tribe. He is a very 
subtle and dignified man, and well fitted to wield the des- 
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tiiiies of his nation. The poor dethroned monarct, old 
Black Hawk, was present, and looked an object of pity. 
With an old frock coat and brown hat on, and a cane in 
hia hand, he stood the whole time outaido of the group, 
and in dumb and dismal silence, with hia aons by his side, 
and also hia quondam, aid-de-camp Nahpope, and the 
Prophet. They were not allowed to speak, nor even sign 
the Treaty. Nahpope rose, however, and commenced a very 
earnest speech on the subject of temperance! but Gov. 
Dodge ordered him to sit down, (as being out of order,) 
which probably saved him from a much more peremptory 
command from Keokuk, who was rising at that moment 
with looks on hia face that the Devil might shrink from." 

The two tribes staid here nearly a fortnight, amusing 
themselves and others with characteristic games and dances. 
One amusement was " amoking horses." A party of 
loways came at the time, and wanted some horses of the 
Saea and Foxes. Such of the latter as had horses to give 
away, mounted them, and commenced riding at full speed 
around the lowaya — then suddenly wheeling would en- 
deavor to ride straight through them, which was prevented 
by using small switches against the faces of the horses. 
After riding a half hour or so, a Sac rider would call to an 
loway to stand out, and then passing him at full speed, he 
would bring upon the naked hack of the other, with the 
full force of hia arm, a heavy whip of plaited rawhide, 
raising a " welt" as thick as one's finger. Then immedi- 
ately dismounting, he would place the bridle in the hands 
of the yelling victim, who was thereafter the owner of the 
horse. This ludicrous operation excited much sport among 
the spectators. It was a common custom among the Sacs 
and Foxes, and aome other nations — the compliment being 
from time to time interchanged. 

This Treaty was the last ever held in this vicinity. 

There were seven houses in the old town limits at the 
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close of the year. Log house of Capt. Litcfa, ditto of L. S. 
Cotton, feiTjmaii; frame dwelling partly finished, and 
owned by a Mr. Shoals. It has been since known as the 
"Dillon House," {of which a gentleman since governor of the 

State was ome hastier). Log House of James O'Kelly (a 

tailor from Detroit, Mich.)— used by James Mcintosh as 
storehouse ; log house of Wm. Allen, used for P. 0. ; frame 
building, known as Davenport Hotel, and after as United 
States Hotel ; log house used by D. C. Kldredge as store. 
All these stand yet, except Dillon's and Ditch's. 

The events narrated above are the prominent ones of 
1836. The year closed with a population of less than ouo 
hundred. Stephenson, (now Eocklsland,) which had been 
laid out in 1834, possessed at this time a population of 
nearly five hundred. 
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Iniiian Duel— Col. Taylor's Defeat in 1830— Fight between Saos and Foscs 
and PoltowatomieB— linrial of tlie Slain— Opeo in g of River— First Mar- 
r^sge— Getty's Flouring Mill— Ferry Com p any— Jumping Claims— Intruder 
Expelled— Thrashing an Indian- Saca and Foibb— SiouK Horae ThicTea— 
Visit to Washiufcton- Murder of an Indian at Moscow— -Escape of Murderer 
—Population— Scott County Organised- Elections. 

In the Spring of '37, the first duel " on record," in Iowa, 
was fought between a couple of Winnebago Indians. A 
party of the tribe was here fishing, and encamped on 
Eock Island. A couple of young men were carousing at 
Stephenson, and, in a little while, commenced quarreling. 
The blow was passed. Too refined, by their intercourse 
with the whites, to avenge the blow with knife or tom- 
ahawk, they resorted to the code of honor. Unfortunately 
for one of them, the choice of weapons was not fully up to 
the prevailing principles of the code duello. One had a 
shot gun, the other wisely took the rifle. On the willow 
island, below the city, they drew up the required distance, 
and blazed away. The heavy lead of the cracking rifle 
was " too much" for the lighter pellets of its more noisy 
brother— the Shot Gun. The shot gun and its holder went 
down, and the latter was buried not far from the grave 
yard below the city, and upon the bants of the noble MJs- 
siseippi, whose everlasting voices hymned his advent to the 
Spirit Land. 

The Rifle hero fled to his home in Eoct liiver country. 
But vengeance overtook him even there. The friends and 
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relations of the alain clamored for the blood of the slayer 
— and the sister of the latter went for the survivor. She 
found him — entreated him to come back to Hock Island, 
and be killed, to appease the wrathful manea of the de- 
parted. Such logic was irresistable — he came — and in a 
canoe paddled by his own sister, he reached the Island, 
singing his death eong. A shallow grave was dug,, and 
kneeling upon its brink, his body tumbled into it, and his 
death song was hushed as the greedy knives of his execu- 
tioners drank the blood of his brave heart. Can the white 
man show a nobler act than this, among all his braveat 
deeds in the arena of the duellist. The chiaro oseuro of 
Spartan deeds presents no more beautiful blending of hero- 
ism and duty than this — nay, verily. 

This same "Willow Island, whereupon the shot gun hero 
bit the dust, is also menaorable as being a spot upon which 
the immortal " liough and Eeady" once received, what 
Santa Anna ever failed to give him, namely, a military 
thrashing. In 1812, Ool. Taylor, with two companies of 
Eegulars, and accompanied by a Captain Eector, with two 
or three companies of Rangers, was proceeding down the 
river. The Indians, knowing his approach, had, under the 
superintendence of a Mr. Graham, (a man well known by 
many of our citizens,) fixed a small cannon among the 
sand hills, on the Illinois side, which they brought to bear 
most effectually upon the boats. The lattei', galled by the 
fire, steered for the Island, but here they were assailed by 
a volley from an ambuscade. They resolved to land and 
clear the Island. Rector, and his rangers, sprang ashore, 
and each man took " cover" to fight the Indians in their 
own style. Taylor landed, and formed his men imme- 
diately in line to charge bayonets ! The thick growth of wil- 
lows would hardly admit a musket, much less a company, 
formed in line to charge. The serried lines formed a 
splendid target for the concealed copper-skins, and they 
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were not tardy in availing themselves of the opportunity. 
To "cover" was not in the maniiel— to "about face," and 
*' quick time, march !" to the boats, was, and in the next 
minute, Taylor and his regulars, were shooting down the 
Mississippi as fast as stout oars and lusty "elbow-grease" 
could carry them. The rage of Oapt. Eector, when he saw 
Col.- Taylor " countermarching" on his own advance, was 
boundless — hia first resolution was to order his men to firo 
upon the regulars, who were executing such a " masterly 
retreat" down the river, but the necessity of saving his 
lead for the Indians restrained him. If Col. Taylor after- 
wards earned the bays at Buena Vista and Monterey, ho 
certainly could claim no more than the willow in his at- 
tempt to charge bayonets in line upon an ambuscade of 
Indians on AVillow Island. 

In the Spring of this year a party of Sacs and Foxes, and 
another of Potto watomie's were engaged in fishing, and 
were encamped in the "hollow" below Cannon's Mills. A 
keg of whisky induced a row, and the long knives of the 
belligerants soon settled it. Some dozen or more were en- 
gaged in the fight; and its expense was an unlimited 
quantity of ugly cuts, and two breathless braves. Face to 
face the two implaeables were seated in the same grave, 
and the ground piled about them to the height of their 
waists, leaving their bodies, and ghastly visages, to front 
each other defiantly, and to present a spectacle less seemly 
than characteristic of the Indian. Enemies in life, they 
rotted as lovingly in death, as brothers, and the ghastly 
grin which came upon one's fleshlessjaws was imitated by 
the other, till the whilom foes seemed to find in each 
other's lineaments some horrible provocative to jollity. 

Some considerable alarm was felt at the time by the cit- 
izens, as the Indians, maddened by blood and whisky, went 
yelling through the streets, and a messenger was despatched 
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to Montrose for aasistanee. The Indians, however, quieted 
down without doing further damage. 

The river which had closed the 20th December the 
winter previous, opened March 23d, of 1837, and a steam- 
boat came up the same day. 

The first case of matrimony, on record, occurred in 
the Spring. The happy couple who first "led otf" the 
vaat hjmonial dance, and pioneered the long array of 
wedding favors, blisa, and incipient heaven, was a Mr. 
"Wm. E. Watts, and a niece of Antoine LeClaire. It may 
not be the best of logic, but still without a "first couple" 
there could be no second, or 'third, or any others — hence 
all who have married since, or who may hereafter, owe no 
small debt of gratitude to Mr, "Watts and lady. Why 
should not tlie day of their marriage be marked in the 
calendar as a Golden one— and be set apart as a day to 
be crowned with orange blossoms, and sacred to the wor- 
ship of Eros ? The suggestion is not a studied one— atill it 
is none the less worthy of the profound consideration of 
all that vast crowd who since have gone to that matrimo- 
nial bourne "whence no man returns" — a bachelor. 

Mr. "Watts, alluded to above, as is learned from a little 
reminiscence, experienced the truth of the idea, that lovers 
endure much tribulation. "While "doing" the agreeable 
operation of courting, he met with a mishap, as unexpected 
as it was distressing and ludicrous. At the time, a Yankee 
teamster was employed by Mr. LeClaire, who experienced 
a variety of those soft, half-angelic and half-devilish feel- 
ings, yclept love, towards the lady whom Mr. "Watts after 
married— and with his love there came jealousy toward his 
rival. "With the latter's success, he grew revengeful; and 
diabolical, doubtless, were the schemes he devised, and 
the torments he inaicted, in imagination, upon his fortu- 
nate antagonist. One night Mr. "Watts was spending the 
evening with the lady. The Yankee could contain his bursts 
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ing indignation no longer — andhe shaved the tail of Watt's 
horee as smooth and naked as a roll of sausage ! The in- 
decorous appearance of his steed's caudal prolongation — 
his entire unwillingness to bestride such an institution, 
may well be imagined. The transition from the low- 
whispered love-talea of the parlor to the clean-shaved tail 
of his steed, which, as Byron says, "glittered in bony 
whiteness, there," — from the " airy nothings" of one to the 
nothing hairy of the other — was entirely too sudden, and 
too vivid in its contrasts, to afford much else than exple- 
tives more profane than elegant- 
While hoping that his happiness may descend upon all, 
who, like him, are disposed to matrimony, yet let us wish 
that his mishaps will not also be Qn-tailed upon his sue- 



The graceful misses of ripe twenty, and younger, whoso 
. origin is proudly claimed by Davenport, will be pleased to 
learn that the predecessor of their sex in the dim-remem- 
bered mysteries of being born, was a daughter of D. C. 
Eldredge, who pioneered her sex in May of this year. It 
is a pleasure to add, that she " still lives" to enjoy the honor 
of having preceded the hosts of fair flowers which, in con- 
nection with not a few exotics, give grace and beauty to 
the magnificent parterre of our goodly city. 

The same gentleman who introduced the " first daughter" 
also introduced the first flouring mill, one of "Getty's 
Patent Metallic Mills." It was somewhat larger than a 
coffee mill, and, as our informant states, "the motive- 
power was horse-flesh, and it was engineered by an Irish- 
man, a discharged soldier from the Fort, who was known, 
and will be remembered by all old settlers as "Joe Topin." 
Poor Joe has gone ! a victim to misplaced confideace in a 
whisky jug!" 

The present well-known and powerful Ferry Company 
dates its origin to this Spring — although not mM^ fresent 
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corporate character. John "Wilson bought out Mr. LeClaire 
for one thousand dollars, and, until 1839, teams, &c., were 
transported iu a flat boat. 

Dr. A. E. Donaldson, from Pennsylvania, came in July 
of this year, and was, it is said, the first resident physician. 
His successors, in the short spaco of twenty years, have 
increased, if not by legions, at least fully in proportion to 
the demand. 

There was no lack of sociability among the Indians at 
this time. Parties would come in from the territory, en- 
camp near the town, and spend a few daya in lounging and 
drinking whisky, then would leave, and their place be sup- 
plied by others. That the Indian sometimes descends 
from his sublime stoicism to a vulgar curiosity, is illus- 
trated in a ca^e related by Mr. Eldrcdge. Having sickness 
in his family, it was necessary to keep a light burning all 
night. Indians straggling about late, to yell, dance, and 
walk off the effects of " fire-water," would he struck with 
the phenomenon of a light at such "a time of night, and pro- 
portionally anxious to ascertain its cause; mingled, no 
doubt, with a little very natural curiosity in regard to the 
night-arrangement of a white man's bed room. Hearing a 
noise at the window, one evening, Mr. Eldredge stole noise- 
lessly out at the back door, and passed around to the front, 
with a stout splinter of board in his hand. There stood a 
" son of the forest," upon tip-toe, peering over the window 
curtail), and undoubtedly cogitating upon the superior ap- 
pearance of a "white squaw" en chemmUe. A stinging 
pain upon a part just below his wampum belt was the first 
intimation he received of the indceorousness of his pro- 
ceeding ; while a succession of rapid blows, to which he 
performed an impromptu dance, not laid down in the sal- 
tatory code of the Indian, and to which ho yelled an ap- 
propriate accompaniment, convinced him also that every 
sweet has its bitter. He made threats after, of depriving 
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Ma caatigator of hie " bar"— but the latter staid at home 
for a few iiighta, and the Indian left, doubtless, well as- 
sured of the fact, that at hottorn there is no real enjoyment 
in the satisfaction of that aquaw-ish trait, curiosity. 

In September, a party of Sacs and Foxes came in to re- 
ceive the last annuity, which was paid them at Kock Island 
— Gen, Street, the Government agent, soon after removing 
to Eacoon Forks, now Fort Des Moines. While they were 
here, some of their scouts brought in word that a body of 
Sioux were in the "Timber," a place now occupied by 
Oakdale Cemetery, Their design waa, undoubtedly, to 
wait until the Sacs and Foxes had received their usual 
annuity, and were oblivious in the " big drunk" which gen- 
erally succeeded tbeae payments, and then to ateal their 
horses. They failed, however, for scarcely had the eeouta 
reported their presence, before three hundred Sac and 
Fox braves had streaked themselves with war-paint, and 
followed by half the white population, were in their saddles, 
and after (iie Sioux. The Baeotaha (as the Sacs and Foxes 
termed the Sioux,) received notice of the approach of their 
intended prey, and seasonably decamped — thereby preserv- 
ing intact not a few of that valuable and highly ornamental 
article — their scalps. 

Old settlera recalling this occasion apeak enthusiastically 
of Keokuk's eloquence — he having delivered a speech of 
some three hours in length, in which there was not a sin- 
gle repetition. When one considera that the Chief spoko 
almost with the velocity of lightning, it is inferable that 
hia mental reservoir was neither shallow nor indifferently 
well filled. 

Keokuk's eloquence on this occasion arose from the fact 
that Government had sent out one half their annuities in 
goods — instead of money-^aa was stipulated in the Treaty. 
The Indiana very indignantly refused to receive them, and 
in consequence of this, and also in order to settle some 
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difficulty with the Sioux, a large party of Sacs and Foxes, 
Whites and Sioux, went on to Washington. While in 
Washington a "grand talk" was held, in which the Sioux 
and Sacs and Foxes detailed their grievances. A Sioux 
chief remarked in hia speech that " it was no use talking 
to the Sacs and Foxes— they were deaf — their ears should 
he hored out with a stick !" Keokuk listened to the Sioux 
Brave, while every vein and muscle swelled under his 
taunts almost to bursting. When the latter concluded 
he rose, and with his spear (his insignia of office,) in his 
hand, ho said : 

"It is useless to bore out the ears of the Sioux with a 
stick — their skulls are too thick. They can only be bored 
out with tkia .'" and the indignant Brave shook bis iron- 
headed spear fiercely in the face of the scowling Sioux. 

After the return from Washington, Mr. LeCIaire, G. L. 
Davenport, and others, started to " haul" out the goods 
which the Indians had refused, and which Government had 
decided to present to the Indians. They started for Mos- 
cow, (then a trading Station,) in Cedar county, and on the 
route met an Indian, who was on his way to Eock Island, 
to complain that one of his tribe had been murdered at 
Moscow by a White. Mr. LeCIaire sent a man with him, 
and the remainder pushed on to Moscow. W^hen they ar- 
rived, they learned the circumstances of the murder. A 
party of Indians had been dancing and drinking at a 
whisky shop in Moscow, during which, a couple of white 
men in amusing their refined propensities, had been 
betting which could knock a drunken Indian the farthest. 
One would induce an Indian to approach, by holding out 
some whisky, and when he approached the bait the other 
would strike him, and mark the distance at which he feil. 
Then the other empiric would try the force of his flexors 
and extensors, by changing places, and knocking the next 
Indian who came up for the whisky. The Indians, natural- 
7 
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]j enough, grew enraged at eueh treatment, and a row en- 
sued. During tlie excitement, the stove-pipe was knocked 
down, which bo enraged one of the whites, that he struck 
one of the Indians, and fractured his skull, and continued 
his action hy kicking the Indian out doors, and then con- 
cluded his humane operations by punching the insensible 
body with a rail ! 

Gr. C. E. Mitchell was sent for, the body of the murdered 
brave was exhumed, an examination had, and an effort 
made to convict the pale-faced murderer. Moscow was, at 
that time, a, rallying point for thieves, counterfeiters, and 
rogues generally — the accused sent around for his friends, 
and, on the day of examination, some sixty of his friends — 
a ruffianly, God-forsaken crowd, were present. The justice 
did not dare to convict him — he was released on straw- 
bail, and was afterwards acquitted at Dubuque, as hanging 
a white man for the simple offence of murdering an Indian 
did not enter the ethics of the age. 

After hia trial he returned to Moscow, and sent for the 
relatives of the murdered Indian — promising to pay them 
the usual satisfaction. They came, and agreed to accept a 
certain number of horses aa satisfaction, which were to be 
paid on a certain day. The day came, as did the Indians, 
but the treacherous creditor, with his family, had fled to 
Illinoia ! Filled with disappointment, the Indians, on their 
return from Cedar River, met, on their trail, an inoflensive 

Methodist, itenerant, preacher, named whom 

they unmercifully sacrificed, to appease the manea of 
their slaughtered brother. The thinking reader will 
duly consider the morality of the actors in this anecdote. 
Moralization la perfectly useless. 

In October a notable case of trover occurred. It was the 
first trouble of note among the squatters, and it involved 
the last act of moment of the judicial proceedings of 
Dabaque county. Maj. "Wilson had a claim, (which he was 
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tolding for Messrs. Davenport and LeClaire,) upon the 
ground now occupied by Mount IdaFemale College, which 
was "jumped" bja man from Stephenson, named Stephens. 
Sheriff Cummings was sent for from Dubuque to oust the 
intruder, and with a posse of some fifty men, (about all in 
Davenport,) he proceeded to the spot, and ordered the gen- 
tleman to vacate. 

But Mr. Stephens, either enjoying the superlative beauty 
of the prospect — or foreseeing the stately edifice which 
would, in time, arise upon the spot, or else actuated by 
simple mulishness, very firmly, not to say impohtely and 
profanely, refused to comply — threatening dire vengeance 
upon the first who should touch him, with divers fire-arms 
and bowie-knives, with which he had fortified his position. 
Sheriff Cummings, however, proved himself equal to the 
trying emergency, for, sending for a yoke of oxen, and a 
strong chain, he proceeded to put in practice a new theory 
of expulsion. The chain was fastened to a corner log, the 
cattle started, and, in a remarkably brief space of time, 
Mr. Stephens bolted out to prevent the consequence which 
might happen from falling timbers. He was shown imme- 
diately the most direct route to Stephenson, of which in- 
formation he availed himself forthwith, and gave up, there- 
after, the precarious employment of jumping claims in 
Davenport. 

The posse which assisted Sheriff Gumming, at this time, 
was a portion of a Confederation, which was com- 
posed of the inhabitants, generally, of Davenport, Rock- 
ingham, and adjacent settlements. It was organized March, 
'37, had regular laws, oflicers, &c., and was intended for 
the regulation of Claims, and the settlement of disputes 
connected therewith. One of its laws provided that no 
man could hold more than half a section of land. A book 
was kept, in which every member registered his claim, hia 
name, the locality of his claim, and with the addition of 
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one dollar, as initiation fee, he was entitled to all the ben- 
efits and protection of the society. 

The first Brick Yard was constructed this year under the 
auspices and ownership of our present worthy Sheriff — 
Harvey H. Leonard. 

The religious services this year, and for some year or 
two after, were among Protestants, held in one place — a 
house belonging to B. C. Eldredge. Occasional services 
were held there by Clergymen from the Methodists, Pres- 
byterian, Disciples, Congregational, and, at longer inter- 
vals, from the Episcopalian. Everybody attended these 
services, for the various denominations had, as yet, assumed 
no individuality. It cannot be stated, with certainty, 
whether a proportional fructification followed these labors, 
yet good inSuences were probably disseminated, which 
time, sooner or later, practically developed. 

The population at the close of this year was about one 
hundred and fifty — six new houses bad been erected, on 
the new site, making in all fifteen. The Etver did not 
close until February 13th, of 1838 — a day or two before 
the memorable election for county seat. 

The "Wisconsin Legislature met in December of this year 
at Burlington. An act was passed at this session creating 
Seott county, the boundaries of which were as follows : 

" Beginning at a point in the middle of the main channel 
of the Mississippi river, where the line dividing one and 
two, east of thefifth principal meridian intersects the same ; 
thence north, with said range-line, to the line dividing 
township seventy-eight and seventy-nine north ; thence west 
with said line, to the fifth principal meridian ; thence north 
with said meridian to the line dividing townships eighty 
and eighty-one north ; thence east with said line to a point 
where the said line intersects or crosses the Wapasipinica 
river ; thence down the middle of the main channel of said 
river to its mouth ; thence due east to the middle of the 
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main channel to the place of beginning; shall be, and the , 
same ia hereby constituted, a separate county, to be called 
Scott." 

The same act also provides for the election for county 
at, between Rockingham and Davenport, which election 
shall be held at H. W. Higgin's Hotel in Rockingham, 
John H. McGregor's Hotel in Davenport, and the house of 
J. A. Richards, at the house of E. Parkhurst, in Parkhurst, 
(aboveLeOlaire.) on the thirdMonday in February of 1838.'' 
An act also provided for the election of three County Com- 
missioners—which board of Commiesloners represented the 
County in all suits and County business of whatever nature. 
An act was also passed at this session, giving a Charter 
to certain persons, the authority to act as trustees of the 
"Davenport Manual Labor College." This scheme of a 
Manual Labor College was a :fine one, but it never 
amounted to anything for two reasons— a lack of students, 
and a want of money. It evinced, however, a moat com- 
mendable desire upon the part of those engaged in it to 
promote educational interests— a desire which since has 
been practically developed into as fine a Common School 
system, and other Institutes as may be found west of the 
most forward sea-board eommuuitiea. 

The number of acres in the County is two hundred and 
eighty thousand, five hundred and sixteen. Swamp Lands, 
ten thousand five hundred and sixteen acres; and the 
number hable to taxation, two hundred and seventy-four 
thousand. Davenport is thus defined : All the sections 
(fractional) contained in township seventy-eight. Range, 
three East, fifth Meridian, in all, twenty-one thousand' 
seven hundred and forty acres. The survey of the latter 
was completed in March of 1837. 

Lots (which on the old site are laid out 84x150} sold 
during this year for from fifty to two hundred dollars— a 
decrease in value from the year previous. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Contest for County Seat— Importation from Dubuque— Result— County Com- 
mLsBioners— Renewal of County Seat C on teat^Newa paper Magniloquauce— 
Death of Black Hawk— Old Burying Ground— Summarj. 

The act providiDg for an election for County Seat, to 
take place in February of 1838, absorbed almost every- 
thing else at the eommencenient of this year. The advan- 
tatfcs occurring to the locality which should hold the seat 
of justice, were eufBeiently important to be worthy of no 
small sacrifice. Appreciating this fact, the inhabitants of 
both places entered into the contest with a determination 
to win at every hazard — and the encounter, headed in each 
ease by men of means, and keen practical sagacity, was no 
child's play, as will bo presently seen. 

The leading men on the Rockingham side were Dr. Bar- 
rows, Willard Barrows, Gen. G. B. Sargent, Ebenezer 
Cook, John P. Cook, a Mr. Clark, of Buffalo ; Mr. Robert- 
son, John Sullivan, and a Mr. Theller. 

"Under the Davenport standard were rallied G. L. Dav- 
enport, James Mcintosh, Antoine LeClaire, G. C. E. 
Mitchell, Levi S. Colton, D. C. Eldredge, Sheriff Wilson, 
and Captain ITiteh — although the latter is suspected by 
Posterity of praying " Good Lord ! Good Devil !" 

Readers will recognize in the above not only men of 
shrewd perception and indefatigable perseverance, but also 
ill the first-named, a few who have left their first love, and 
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who now consider Davenport aa "fondly their own" aa 
ever they did Rockingham. Headed by sueh men, the 
battle was long, sanguinary and terrific, if one may be al- 
lowed the latitude of moderate hyperbole. 

The matter probably began by each party counting noeea, 
and a discovery upon one side or the other that there was 
a deficiency. Which side first became aware of the fact, 
and resolved to supply it from abroad, it may be expedient 
not to question too closely — eotfice it, that a short time 
before the day of election both parties were engaged in 
recruiting legal voters — Rockingham in Cedar county, and 
Davenport in Dubuque. An individual, named Bellows 
holding a carte blanche from some seven Davenporters — 
who suddenly discovered that Davenport was in want of 
laborers — started to Dubuque in the capacity of recruiting 
Sergeant. He proved himself a most excellent one, for a 
day or two prior to the election he returned with elemen 
sleigh-loads of miners, who, in consideration of one dollar 
per diem, food and whisky, and all other expenses, had 
agreed to labor a few days in Davenport, where they had 
understood there was a scarcity of hands at that particular 
juncture. To assert that they knew anything of a pend- 
ing election, were, perhaps, unwise, and, mayhap, at the 
same time, unjust to the worthy gentlemen who had hired 
them. Their arrival was the beginning of a grand carni- 
val. Houses were illuminated, bonfires streaked the face 
of scowling night with roseatejoy, processions were formed, 
gunpowder exploded, whisky gurgled everlastingly, and 
men with tumblers in hand, and elbows bent, were every- 
where looking skyward. 

The memorable nineteenth of February made its appear- 
ance — the day appointed tj Legislative powers as the day 
ot election. The town was filled with miners — roaring, 
patriotically drunk. They were Americans — to vote 
is the glorious, blood-bought, inalienable right of Ameri- 
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cans, and so they voted. They were the fiercest, raggedeat, 
most God-forsaken crowd under the heavens — to challenge 
them was useless, for to theifl perjury was nothing ; to at- 
tempt forcible resistance were madness, and so, what could 
our citizens do but let them vote unchallenged and unre- 
sisted, as they wisely did ? 

The miners voted, and left soon after. They drank 
during their brief sojourn three hundred gallons of whisky, 
and other liquors, and cost those who brought them, for 
transportation, and other expenses, over $3,000 ! It may 
be well to state that $1200 of this amount was absorbed by 
Mr. Bellows — ^he having received the amount towards pay- 
ing their expenses, but which he put into bis own pocket, 
together with $300 which he received for his own services. 

Upon counting votes, it appeared that Davenport was 
ahead — the Dubuque miners were too many for the Cedar 
county wood-choppers. The returns were sent to Dubuque, 
to the Sheriff and Commissioners, but their decision was 
valueless, for Lr. Barrows had visited Gov. Dodge, and 
made such representations of the stupendous frauds com- 
mitted oil the part of Davenport, that the election was an- 
nulled. So ended the first battle — with emaciated pocket- 
books, both parties rested on their arms. Rockingham, 
however, had the advantage, for the County Commis- 
sioners were elected the next month from Rockingham, 
and also met there, 

Maj. "Wilson— now of Bock Island— received the first 
appointment of Sheriff in Scott county. 

In the Spring of this year, A. LeClaire laid out an ad- 
dition to the site of two blocks in width, extending from 
Harrison street to Brady, and up to Seventh. It is known 
as LeOlaire's First Addition. This addition lay upon the 
Beserve, and as the title was perfect, it was a desirable 
locality. Lots were sold on long time— in prices ranging 
from one hundred to five hundred dollars, with the proviso 
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tliat each buyer should improve his lot, -within one year, to 
the amount of five hundred doUars. Some thirty houses 
were built upon it during the year, which was the first 
marked improvement in the growth of the place. 

It may, perhaps, he not uninteresting to give the first 
day's proceeding of the Board of Commissioners. It met 
at the store of H, W. Higgins, in Eockingham : 

" Present™ Benj. F, Pike, and Andrew W. Camphell. 

The Board proceeded to the appointment of a Clerk. 

Ordered— -That Ebenezer Cook be appointed Clerk to 
the Board, 

Ebenezer Cook having appeared in pursuance of his ap- 
pointment, and taken the oath of office, entered upon his 
duties as Clerk. 

Ordered — That the Clerk take the necessary steps to 
procure from the Secretary of the Territory, a seal for the 
use of this Board, 

Ordered — That this Board do meet, at its April Session, 
in the town of Eockingham. 

Ordered — That Benj, F. Pike be allowed three dollars 
for one day's service as County Commissioner. 

Ordered — That Andrew W. Carter be allowed three dol- 
lars for one day's service as County Commissioner. 

Ordered — That Ebenezer Cook be allowed three dollars 
for one day's service as Clerk. 

And the Board a'ijourned to Session in course." 

It will he seen that the largest " service" by which they 
claimed three dollars, was the labor of voting themselves 
the amount. Alfred Carter was the third Commissioner 
elected, but he did not participate in the laborious "ser- 
vices" of the first sitting- 
July fourth was marked not only as the era of our 
Kational Independence, but as the day also upon which 
the District of Iowa was separated from Wisconsin, and be- 
came the Territory of Iowa; Eobt. Lucas, of Ohio, was 
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appointed Governor, and Wta. B. Conway, of Pennsylvania, 
Secretary. The Counties of Scott, Muscatine, Louisa, 
Slaughter aud Johnson, were constituted the Second 
Judicial District, and were assigned to Joseph "Williams. 
Ihe District Court met for the first time, the " first Thurs- 
day after the first Monday in October" at Davenport. At 
this time, Wisconsin had thirteen counties, and 18,148 in- 
habitants]; Iowa sixteen counties, and a population of22,859. 
Scott and Clinton counties formed one election District, 
and elected one member to the Council, and two to the 
House of the Territorial Legislature. 

Ill the Summer of this year, the first brick houso was 
erected by D. C. Eldredge. It is still standing on the 
south-east corner of Main and Third streets. ISTearly at 
the same time, the brick building, now used by the Sisters 
in Catholic Block, was completed as a Church. The first 
Presbyterian organization was completed this year. 

At a special session of the "Wisconsin Legislature, held in 
June of this year, at Burlington, an act was passed for 
the holding of a new election in Scott county, for the seat 
of justice, to be held on the third Monday of August. 
It provided a sixty day's residence as qualification for a 
voter. 

Then the war began again. The most liberal induce- 
ments were held out for settlers— lots were sold at half or 
quarter prices, or given away to secure residents. liock- 
ingham, which was subject to partial inundation in times 
of high water, was subject to many a witticism and carriea- 
ture. Among the latter, was a Mr. Hedges, represented 
as wading the slough that surrounds the town, with his 
wife upon his back, and the water breast-high — this was 
founded Upon fact. Another pictured Gen. Sargent, lead- 
ing a company of men to the polls. The men hesitate 
upon the brink of the slough, but the General bravely 
plunges in, and wadea to the middle. " Come on, men, 
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its only so deep !" criea lie as he turns to his company, with 
the water reaching close to his neck. James Mcintosh, 
and others, commenced the work of a thorough canvass, 
and the "din of preparation" resounded loud and deep 
from both camps, prognosticating another furious struggle. 

About thia time, Mr. A. Logan made his appearance 
with materials for a priutiug ofBce, There was no little 
strife between Rockingham and Davenport, as to which 
should obtain him. Extremely liberal offers were made 
him on both eidea — such as now would gladden the heart 
of the printer with a joy unknown to modern supporters of 
theae type-aticking pilgrima. Both places recognized the 
infinite benefit which a paper would render them in build- 
ing up the towns — of the emigration it would influence, 
and the reputation which it would give the place abroad. 
Another election was impending for County Seat, and the 
aid of a paper would be to cither side invaluable. Whether 
Mr. Logan was influenced mainly by the liberal ofl'era 
made him, or by the superior locality of Davenport — 
certain it is, however, that one fourth day of August, 1838, 
there appeared the first number of the "Iowa iSun and 
Davenport and Rock Island News; which — as we learn 
from its salutatory — is designed " to cast its rays over the 
moral and political landscape, regardless of those petty 
interests and local considerations which might contract ita 
beams." And in order to more readily accomplish this, 
we are further told that, "we have aelected the eenkr 
(Davenport,) of the system around which all our territorial 
interests harmoniously revolve." 

The election was held, and Rockingham had a majority 
of fifteen votes. Mr. James Mcintosh, and John Forrest, 
Esq , after some hard riding, and much swearing, (in a 
legal way of course,) secured affidavits — in many cases from 
the voters themselves — proving that twenty frauduWut 
votes were cast on the Rockingham side. These being 
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transmitted to the Sheriff and Connnissionera at Dubuque, 
were acted upon by tliem, and resulted in their declaring, 
on the eighth of September, that the scat of justice should 
he permanently located at Davenport. Rockingham, 
however, carried the matter before the judicial tribunals, 
where it remained a year or so, and where we shall meet it 
again in itB proper place. 

In dismissing the subject, until it la met again in 1840, 
it will not be amiss to insert a note in regard to both 
places, and the contest, for which we are indebted to the 
veteran pen of Willard Barrows, Esq.,-— formerly a resident 
of Rockingham, hut now one of Davenport's most esteemed 
citizens : 

" Rockingham Was laid out by Col. John Sullivan, of 
Lyons\*ilIe, Ohio, and A. H. Davenport, Esq., now of 
LeClaire, in this County, and although the ground upon 
which it was located, much of it, was low, and subject to 
overflow, yet its situation, directly opposite the mouth of 
Rock River, which, at that time, was supposed to he nav- 
igable, gave it so much importance as to attract attention 
— so much so, that in 1838 and '9, it contained some 
twenty-flve or thirty houses. The early settlers of Rock- 
ingham were an enterprising and intelligent people, and 
noted for their hospitality and social intercourse with oue- 
another, many of whom are now among the most respecta* 
ble citizens of Davenport. 

One of the most prominent causes of its downfall and 
decay, was the long and unsettled question of the County 
Seat. For several years the struggle was carried on be- 
tween Rockingham and Davenport, with varied success to 
either party. All the ingenuity and wit of the parties were 
resorted to — the Law of the Territory, at that time, in re- 
gard to such questions, was anything but pointed ; and 
great latitude was given to construe it to suit the wants of 
either party. At the elections held for the decision of 
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the case between the two towns, the inhabitants of 
of IlUnois were invited over to vote. Men were imported 
from Dubnqne and Galena at great expense — the ballot- 
box was stuffed, and the poll-books showed a population 
that, for years after, it was hard to find. The final settle- 
ment of the question, however, was arrived at, by the 
citizens of Davenport agreeing to build the Court House 
and Jaii free of expense to the County, which they did. 
The treaty of peace was made at Hoekinghamin the winter 
of 1840, and ratified by a ball given at the Eockingham 
Hotel, where not less than fifty couple were in attendance, 
among whom were some of our ^largest and wealthiest 
citizens. 

During the whole of this contest, there was the utmost 
good feeiing and gentlemanly conduct apparent in the 
whole transaction, and, to this time, it is often the source 
of much merriment among the actors of that day ; and is 
looked upon only as the "freaks and follies'' of a frontier 
life." 

In September a stock company was formed to erect a 
School House— shares ten dollars. A meeting of stockhold- 
ers was called the 16th to elect a building committee, kc. 
Some members held more than one share, and were thereby 
entitled to more than one vote, but some ultra-Democrat 
moved that all should fare alike in this particular. It was 
voted down, and, thereupon, the indignant Jupiter Tonans 
thus discoursed. For a specimen of tall traveling by such 
a varicose-legged apparatus ashisPegasus musthave been, 
it is unequalled. 

"That insatiable thirst for power, which is so dominant in 
man as well as beast, requires an Argus to watch and detect 
its Jinius (1) windings, and a Herculean force to destroy 
its hydra machinations! If that noble and magnanimous 
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bird, which we have adopted for our emblem, should hear 
such Bentiraents avowed, and would not eagerly part with 
every quill to record damnation to the principle, I would 
pluck her from her towering Eriy, and make her the com- 
panion of owls and ravens ! la there a star in the splendid 
galaxy which bespangles oar banner, that would not blush 
in token of disapprobation to such sentiments, I would 
blot it forever from the pure etherial ether in which it 

The assertion, ex nihih, nihUfit seems contravened in this 
case — for all this burst of eloquence about that conirostral 
bird— -the Eagle — and the banuered-star and Jiniua (!) and 
Argus, grew from the resolution of a company of stock- 
holders to allow a member having four shares to have four 
votes ! Sorry is my pen that it cannot confer immortality 
upon the writer of the above, as cotemporaneous records 
make no mention of his name — nor do they even mention 
whether the Eagle handed over her quilia, or the " star 
blushed," or whether either or both received the dire pun- 
ishment which "Anthony"* threatened. We but know 
that the Eagle still roosts in the solitary grandeur of her 
" Eriy" and that the Star still waves proudly in "etherial 
ether" over the "land of the free and home of the brave." 

The county commenced improving rapidly — roads were 
laid to its limits from all parts, and emigration began 
slowly to dot the back country with log-houses and wheat- 
stacks. The village for two years had passed from its 
rnder character, and was beginning to assume prominence 
abroad as a healthy, and one of the most beautiful localities 
on the Mississippi. A writer, in August of that year, thus 
says of Davenport : 

" Two years ago it had but one family, now upwards of 
thirty, and has three large store buildings, a large hotel, 

* This was the QamB appended to 
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two groceries, two forwarding and commission houses, and 
au elegant brick chapel has been commenced: and more 
than one hundred dwellings will be under contract the en- 
suing year. Now, as I stand here overlooking the rapid 
increase and improvement, (in spite of all the uncertainty 
of preemption titles,) I think it requires but little faith to 
call Davenport an embryo Cincinnati." 

Keen-visioned seer! Posterity will, undoubtedly, at 
some future time, recognize his prophetic character. 

A writer in the " Army and Navy Register," of that 
date, says: "At our feet, and on the gentle declivity 
between the bluff and the river, is situated the village of 
Davenport. The location is not exceeded by any on the 
Mississippi, or in the world, either for health, beauty, or 
the fertility of its soil." Any quantity of extracts similar 
in import, might be given from eotemporary papers, show- 
ing the high position which our place at once took in the 
public estimation, as being unequalled in the superb beauty 
of its location. 

In regard to the fertility of the soil, the Sun, of Septem- 
ber, says: " We yesterday saw a Water Melon, raised 
about one and a half miles west of the village, which 
measured four feet one way, and three and a half the other 
— and weighed forty and a half pounds. Another gentle- 
man has a pumpkin vine, on which, he says, ho counted 
sixty-eight good sized ■pumpkins .'" Theso facts speak volumes 
for the farming country adjacent to Davenport. 

The editor of the Sun has not a few articles in his sheet 
eulogistical of the mammoth vegetables which, from time 
to time, were laid upon his table, by subscribers anxious 
for a " puff" — of the soiL He was once, however, badly 
sold. Mr. D. A. Burrows resolved to astonish him, and 
for this pui'pose stuck a half dozen, or more, large potatoes 
so nicely together with pegs, that they seemed one growth. 
The editor was hugely delighted with the present. It was 
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to Other potatoes what elephants are to mice-!— and he 
trumpeted the fact accordingly, defying any otter soil 
under the aun to produce its equal. It hung in the sanc- 
tum a long time, and was a source of patriotic pride both 
to the worthy editor and all spectators. But one day a 
piece of the monster fell ofl— and revealed a hard woody 
suhstance protruding, -which excited curiosity. A nearer 
examination revealed a peg, and a little more revealed 
the entire internal economy of the potatoe. The worthy 
votary of the Quill was highly incensed at the de- 
noument, and did not puff a mammoth vegetable for three 
whole weeks. 

At the first election, held under the new territorial law, 
in September, P. II. Engle, for Delegate to Congress, re- 
ceived three hundred and nine votes. The whole number 
of votes cast for Delegate was four hundred and twenty- 
six. J. W. Parker, for member of Coancil, two hundred 
and forty-four — for Kepresentatives, J. A. Burchard, and 
G. "W. Harian received, the former, two hundred and 
thirty-four, the latter, two hundred and three. The Dis- 
trict included Scott and Clinton counties. 

In the next month the first District Court met. On mo- 
tion of G-. C. R. Mitchell, Esq., W. B. Conway, James 
Grant, Rufus Harvey, Simon Meredith, Edward Southwick, 
and J. Wilson Dewy, Esqs,, were admitted. On motion of 
Mr. "Woods, J. W. Parker was also admitted. This, from 
the Iowa Sun, is all the notice we have of the doings of 
this, our first District Court Organization. 

We are also informed in the same paper, that the editor, 
"after considerable enquiry," has ascertained that "sheep 
do well here." This is not particularly important, save 
that it recalls an anecdote of that weli-knowa gentleman, 
Mons. A. LeCIaire — as he was termed in those days. 

It seems that some oue engaged in the sheep business, 
had secured Mr. LeClaire's service to transport a large 
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flock of sheep across the river — as he wished to reach some 
point on this side ,and the only available ferriage was to be 
obtained here. After getting them over, the sheep driver 
sheared them, and was indebted to Mr. LeClaire also for 
pasture during the operation. Upon leaving, he presented 
Mr. LeClaire the fleeces as payment for his trouble, and 
went on. 'Wool was then worth some forty cents a pound, 
and the large pile was almost a moderate fortune to any 
one. But Mr. LeClaire did not then know as much of 
wool as he did of interpreting — it seemed simply a huge 
pile of refuse, utterly valueless. Accordingly he sum- 
moned his men, ordered them to pile brush on the wool, 
and set fire to it! It was done, and, as he traveled off, 
with fingers upon his nose to shut out the intolerable 
fume of the burning wool, he concluded that " such a 
cursed stench was poor pay for all his trouble !" Most 
readers, who have ever " smelt woUen," will join heartily 
in his conclusion. 

D. C. Eldredge was appointed P. M. this Va\\. Mails 
came from the East and left via Stephenson, Sundays ; to 
and from the North via Dubuque, weekly ; do. "West via 
Sanbornton, weekly; and do. from South via Burlington, 
twice each week. 

On the third of October, Black Hawk breathed his last, 
at his village on Bes Moines River. He was buried near 
the banks of the river, in a sitting posture, as is customary 
with his tribe. His hands grasped his cane, and his body 
was surrounded by stakes, which united at the top. A 
large number of whites were present, and did honor to the 
occasion of his interment by their sympathy and numbers. 
K"o monument rears itself to mark the resting-place of his 
dust— nor does he need it. His deeds have conferred a 
name upon hitn, which will outlast a dozen granite piles — 
a name which will last as long as Patriotism shall be re- 
membered as a Virtue. 
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The Burial place of Davenport was, at this time, on the 
Bluffs, near the corner of Sixth and Farnam streets, on the 
ground now occupied by the house and lot of Willard Bar- 
rows. Dr. Emerson, a gentleman well-known as the 
original owner of Ih-ed Scott, was buried here. The re- 
mains have since been removed. The same spot was also 
the target-ground for the cannon of the Fort, before it was 
dismantled. Many an iron relic will yet be exhumed 
when the bluff is graded — if such ever will happen. 

The population of the County at the close of 1838, was 
one thousand. The number of boats passing averaged 
about five per diem. The river closed December seven- 
teenth. Wheat was worth twenty-five cents per bushel; 
Oats thirty-five cents ; I'otatoee one dollar. Pine lumber 
was brought from Cincinnati, and was worth from forty 
dollars to sixty dollars per thousand. Oak lumber was 
sawed in the neighborhood, and waa worth thirty-five dol- 
lars per thousand. About two thousand bushels of wheat 
were raised in the County. The number of buildings in 
the village was about fifty. 

The receipts of the County were tour hundred ninety- 
seven dollars fifty three cents, and its expenses seven 
hundred eighty-one dollars fifty cents. 

The building this year was mostly upon the Addition of 
A. LeClaire— the title to this was unexceptional, while 
purchasers were fearful of that by which the site below 
Harrison street was held. The number of buildings 
erected made it a busy year — while the tide of emigration, 
which was setting into, and flowing through, made money 
plenty, and every department of industry active. Still this 
activity was simply relative — in general there was not 
much to do, save to watch claims, and bide the efi'eets of 
time. A Lyceum was started at Stephenson this winter, 
'in which some of our citizens joined. Social enjoyment 
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consisted mainly in disciiesing apple-toddiea, the patriot 
war, and apeeulating upon the probabilities of Davenport's 
reaching a hundred thousand inhabitants^ 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Pinan a C nd □ onnty — Militia^Territo rial Council — Meetiijga — Town 

of Da np ga ed— Growth of Village—NaTigation of Rock Riyer— 

Fir b li — ibera— Fire Department — Original Temperance Societj 

— S h — D U V. B. Conway— KeEolntiona. 

It may be a matter of curiosity to many to Itnow the ex- 
penses and receipts, in detail, of the County, during the 
first year of its existence. The following is the statement 
for the year ending January, 1839 : 



For licenses to merchants and pedlars, $120 75 

" " " tavern keepers, T4 75 

" " " ferry " 23 00 
Fine against Boile & McConnel for selling goods 

without a heense, 10 00 

Tax on John Wilson's ferry charter, 20 00 

From collector of taxes, on account of tax list of 

1838, 249 03 



$497 53 

BSPENDITUREa. 

Expenses of meeting of Commissioners, including 
pay of Commissioners, Clerk, Sheriff, and 
rent of rooms, $1S8 00 

Expenses of laying out new roads, 166 75 
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56 25 


26 52 


231 35 


115 63 


37 60 


9 60 


*7S1 50 


49T 53 
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Book and stationary for use Oi County, 

Expenses of five elections, 

Expenses District Court, October Term, 

Extra services of Clerk, 

Expenses of copies of road law, ferry law, &e. 



Excess, §781 50 

The tax list for 1838, was eight hundred ninety-one dol- 
lars forty cents, of which only some two hundred forty- 
nine dollars three cents had been collected. If all had 
been, there would have remained to the County a balance 
of three hundred fifty-eight dollars forty cents. 

This statement will give the reader a very fair idea of 
the financial condition of the County at that time. 

Aq act having been passed by the Territorial Legislature 
to organize and discipline the Militia of the Territory, Gov. 
Lucas, in June, issued a genera! order dividing the Terri- 
tory into Military districts. The counties of Scott, Cedar, 
and Lion, formed the first regiment, and a part of the 
second brigade, and were included in the third General 
Division. John H. Sullivan, of Scott county, was ap- 
pointed one of the Aids-de-Camp to the Commandor-in- 
Chief. Only one drill was ever had here, which will be 
noticed in its proper place, 

The fii'st session of the Territorial Legislature was hy no 
means harmonious. The Governor endeavored to check 
the expenditures of the Legislature, which was resented by 
the latter; and a resolution was passed, in which they 
assert that the Governor " is not invested with advisatory 
or restraining powers over the Legislature, further than the 
disapprovalof bills, memorials, and resolutions, presentedfor 
his signature." A committee, also, consisting of James W. 
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Grimes, C. Swan, Laurel Summers, and Hawkins Taylor, 
reported that the G-overnor had no right to veto certain 
bills of expenditure passed hy the Legislature. 

This Keport created considerable excitement, and meet- 
ings were held everywhere to take action upon it. One 
was held at the house of Col. T. C. Eads, in Parkhurst, at 
which Gov. Lucas was cordially upheld, his patriotism 
eulogiaed> and his statesmanship, virtues, and private life, 
unequivocally lauded and endorsed. 

The following appointments were made hy the Legisla- 
ture and Governor for Scott county : Willard Barrows, 
Ifotary Public; Ebenczor Cook, Judge of Probate ; Adrian 
H. Davenport, Sheriff ; Isaac A. Hedges, and John Portert 
Justices of Peace for Scott county. 

The town of Davenport was incorporated by this Legis- 
lature. The first election for township officers was held 
April first. Eodolphus Bennett was elected Mayor, Frazer 
Wilson [Recorder, and Dr. A. C. Donaldson, D. C. Eldredge, 
John Forrest, Thomas Dillon, and Capt. John Litch, 
Trustees. 

The river opened February twenty-eighth. There was, 
during this winter, scarcely any snow, and the whole season 
was more like Spring than aught else. Business opened 
briskly this Spring, as the following from the April number 
of the Sun shows : " Since the opening of navigation our 
lovely little village has been thronged with travelers and 
emigrants. The tide of emigration is so great to this place, 
that it is almost impossible to procure houses to accommo- 
date them ; although our carpenters are busily engaged in 
putting up houses, yet still, they are filled as fast as erected, 
and the demand appears to increase. The demand is so 
great that it requires six or eight houses to be completed 
weekly to supply the wants of emigrants. Forty or iifty 
lots have beeu sold the past week. Our wharvea, or rather 
our shores, are crowded with families and merchandize. 
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Our farmers have sowed their apring-wheat, oats, and flax, 
and our prairies are iu many places covered witii a mantle 
of green, bespangled with the most beautiful flowers !" 

These facts, for people in Pennajlvania, N"ew York, and 
the New England States, are full of interest. Such a time, 
as early in April, Eastern farmers are scarcely, if ever, free 
from snow-banks and chilling winds, a contrast which shows 
the immense superiority of Iowa in geniality. 

The steamboat arrivals were from one to seven each day. 

The Town Council held its first Session April twentieth. 
James M. Boling was appointed Treasurer, "W"m. I^ichois 
Street Commissioner, aad "W". H. Patten Marshal. 

An advertisement, in April, states that the light draught 
keel-boat, G. M. Searl, will start from Stephenson, and go up 
Rock River to Rockford. It need scarcely be added that 
boats do not now ascend this stream. 

A company was organized about this time, which was 
called the " Rock River and Mississippi Steam Navigation 
Company." Their object is indicated in the name. 
Daniel G. Gornsey, G. 0. E. Mitchell, and Sylvester Tal- 
cott, were Directors, Antoine LeCIaire Treasurer, and Geo. 
Myers, Secretary. Although most of these gentlemen hgive 
now a sufficiency of the world's goods, it is not probable 
that they made a very large share by the navigation of 
lioek Kiver. 

The extensive pineries of Wisconsin began to send their 
products to Davenport this year by way of rafts— and 
brought from thirty dollars to thirty-five dollars per 
thousand feet. 

At the third meeting of the Town Council, in May, Dr. 
Donaldson resigned his seat, and Andrew F. Russel was 
appointed to fill the vacancy. On motion, it was Resolved 
That the temporary seal of this Council be an American 
twenty-five cent piece. 

On the twenty-third of May, St. Anthony's Church was 
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dedicated by Rt. Rev. Bishop Loras, of Dubuque, assisted 
by Very Rev. S. Muzzuchelli. The Catholic Advocate tliua 
speaks of the matter, after highly complimenting the 
beauty of the place : 

"Mr. Antoiae LeClaire, a wealthy Frenchman, and a 
zealous and exemplary Cliristian, in partnership with Mr. 
Davenport, has generously granted to the Catholic Congre- 
gation, in the very centre of the town, a whole square, in- 
clnding ten lots, in the middle of which he has built, partly 
at his own expense, a iine brick Church, with a school- 
room attached. * * * In order to lay in Daven- 
port a lasting foundation for the Catholic religion, our 
Bishop has purchased half a square for a hospital, and 
several other lots for purposes of the same kind. * * 
* 'The Church has St. Peter for its primary, and St, 
Anthony for its secondary patron." 

The Rev. Mr. Pelamourgues, who first assumed charge 
of the Church, still retains it. 

As this was the first Church erected in Davenport, it 
may not be uninteresting to publish the list of subscribers, 
and other matters connected with its foundation : 

" At a meeting of the Catholics of Davenport and vicinity, 
held on the first day of December, 1839, for the purpose of 
regulating the Church accounts of said town, the following 
resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

1. Itesolved, That a Board of three Trustees be regularly 
elected by the Congregation, to open a subscription, collect 
its amounts, and pay all standing debts incurred for the 
purchase of Lhe ground and for the building of St. Anthony's 
Church of Davenport. 

2. Resolved, That the Trustees be elected for the term 
of three years, and that after said period, a new election of 
Trustees shall be made. 

3. Resolved, That the Rev. John A. Pelamourgues, 
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Antoine LeCIaire, and Geo. L 


Davenport, be the Trustees 




of the Catholic Congregation 


of Davenport 


and vicinity. 




for the purpose and time above mentioned. 






SAMUEL MnZZtJCHELLI 


Secretary/. 




SUBSCRIPTIONS TO PAY FOR ERECTING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 




OP DAVENPORT. 






Gentlemen. 


Subsen-ibed. 


Paid. 




Antoine LeCIaire, 


»2500 00 


»3500 00 




Bishop M. Loras, 


150 00 


150 00 




Rev. S. Muzzuchelli, 


50 00 


20 00 




Rev. J. A. M. Pelamourgues, 


60 00 


22 00 




Sathaniel Mitchell, 


20 00 


20 00 




G. 0. E. Mitchell, 


20 00 


20 00 




Adam Noel, 


25 00 






John Noel, 


25 00 






George L. Davenport, 


26 00 






George Meyers, 


26 00 






David Barry, 


25 00 






Richard Shial, 


25 00 






C. Harold, 


25 00 






"W. B. Tatts, 


20 00 


10 00 




Otho G. M'Laiii, 


15 00 






Michael Riley, 


15 00 






Narcisse Yerten, 


25 00 






James O'Kelly, 


10 00 






Patrick Fox, 


10 00 






Thomas O'Kelly, 


10 00 






Patrick Carrol, 


10 00 






Alexis LeCIaire, 


10 00 


10 00 




David LeCIaire, 


10 00 


10 00 




James Lindsey, 


10 00 






James Wicks, 


8 00 


8 OO 




10 
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Harvey Sturdevant, 


5 00 






Patrick Kogan, 


5 00 






Louis G. Tradeau, 


5 00 






John Brossard, 


6 00 






Jolin TruelsB, 


15 00 






iaiiies. 


Subscribed. 


Paid. 




Mrs. Margaret LeClaire, 


25 00 


10 00 




Mrs. Conway, 


15 00 


15 00 




Mrs. Kuth TrncliS, 


10 00 


10 00 




Mrs. Annie Fincli, 


5 00 






Miss Felicite LeClaire, 


5 00 






Mary Trucks, 


5 00 






Mary Long, 


6 00 






Matilda Long, 


5 00 






Mary Fineli, 


1 00 






Sarah Ann Lindsey, 


5 00 






EXPENSES 








A Lot 320 feet square in the town of Davenport, 


t2500 00 




Brielc for building the Church, 




827 00 




Lumber and Shingles, 




843 26 




Hardware, 




167 60 




Glaas, putty, paints, oil painting, 


and glazing. 


206 00 




Mason work. 




488 00 




Carpenter work. 




589 00 




Plastering, 




263 60 




A bell. 




102 00 




Sundry articles for the Altar, 




107 00 




Three Stoves, 




45 75 




Fuel, and two days labor. 




14 00 




LeClaire's Second Addition wa 


laid out in May. It ex- 




tended East from Brady street, and included sixteen blocks 
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of ten lots each. Some sixty lots were sold tlie first week, 
on all of which the purchasers boand themselves to erect 
dwellings in time, varying from six to twelve months, 

The District Court held its second session in May. But 
little business was done, and there was not, we are told, a 
"single indictment against a resident of Scott county." 
Good for the morals of our worthy predecessors. 

In the August election of this year, there were three 
tickets put in nomination. One from Davenport, another 
at Kockingham, and a third called the Union ticket. The 
Uoekingham faction elected their Representatives — Laurel 
Summers and J. M. Robertson — two out of the three County 
Commissioners ; Treasurer, Ira Cook ; Assessor, and most 
of the lesser officers. Davenport elected A. F. Kussel, 
Surveyor, and J. Work, County Commissioner. 

The Davenport Ticket for Representatives were G. C. R, 
Mitchell and Abner Beard. The election turned mainly 
upon the County Seat difficulty ; and it is seen that Rock- 
ingham this time was ahead. This was owing to a union 
with the town of LeClaire ; — the latter place being induced 
to work against Davenport, in order to, at some future time, 
secure a division of the county, witli LeClaire as County 
Seat. To assist in bringing this about was the price paid 
by Rockingham to LeClaire for its assistance — and most 
egregiously were our up-river friends of LeClaire humbug- 
ged by this promise. 

The level established by the town Council, from which 
all grades were to be taken, was the "south door sill" of 
Antoine LeClaire's store on Front street. When anything 
was reported as being so much above or below level, it 
was understood to mean simply so much above or below 
the said door sill. The same meeting organized the first 
Fire Department. This consisted in obliging every man 
inhabiting a house to have in his possession two fire-buckets, 
and to use them in case of a fire. 
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The original Temperance Society made its appearance 
about this time. The Eev. Mr. Turner claims its paternity. 
He lectured twice so powerfully, that his total abstinance 
pledge received fifty-six signatures at onee. The Mayor, 
Mr. Bennett, was its first President, upon its organization, 
August sixth. It commenced with some eighty menibers. 

A "Female Seminary" was opened in September by the 
Misses O'Hara. The " JDavenpoH Forum" also made its 
debut about this time. The " Hock Island Seminary" was 
also in existence at this time, under the care of Rev. M. 
Hummer. A common school was also opened about the 
same time by a Mr. Blood, 

About the first of October, or thereabouts, a steam ferry 
boat was started between this place and Stephenson by 
John Wilson. It was a small institution, comparatively, 
but was infinitely superior to the fiat boats which had 
hitherto labored between the two places, 

E"ovember sixth was a dark day in the calendar of events 
— for it is marked as one upon which the gifted "Wm. B. 
OoNWAX, Secretary of the Territory, departed from his 
sphere of usefulness, and from the presence of friends and 
admirers, "to return no more," He died at Burlington, 
and his body was received here on the ninth, by a Commit 
tee appointed for the purpose, and was conveyed to St. 
Anthony's Church, where the solemn services for the dead 
were performed by the Ilev. Father Pelamorgues. A meet- 
ing was held on the morning of the ninth, whose proceed- 
ings are given in full : 

Public Meeting.— At a meeting of the citizens of Dav- 
enport, convened at Davenport Hotel on Saturday, Nov. 9, 
18S9, to testify their respect for the memory of 'William B. 
Conway deceased, late Secretary of the Territory of Iowa, 
T. S. Hoge was called to the chair, and G. C. R. Mitchell 
appointed Secretary. 

On motion, it was ordered that John H, Thorington, 
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Thomas S. Iloge, Duncan 0. Eldredge, Ira Cook, G. C. R. 
Mitchell, Richard Pearce, Antoine Le Claire and John 
Owene, be appointed a Committee to make the necessary 
arrangements for the funeral of the deceased, and also to 
draft and report reaolutlona expressive of the sense of this 
meeting. 

The committee having retired for a short time reported 
the following resolutions which were unanimously adopted. 

Sesolved, That this meeting hag heard with the most 
profound regret of the death of William B. Conway, Esq. 
late Secretary of the Territory of Iowa. Possessing a 
mind richly cultivated and improved, a disposition amiable 
and kind, he was generous and hospitable; of manners 
the most bland and courteous, respected, honored and be- 
loved by all who knew him. "We feel that in his death 
this neighborhood has lost its brightest ornament and the 
Territory one of its ablest and most worthy officers and 
highly valued citizens. 

2. Resolved, That this meeting sincerely condole with 
the tamily of the deceased, in their severe and deep afflic- 
tion, and pray that He who tempers the blast to the shorn 
lamb, may support and protect them. 

3. Resolved, That as a mark of respect for the memory 
of the deceased, we will wear the usual badge of mourning 
for thirty days. 

4. Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be 
signed by the chairman and Secretary, and the Iowa Sun 
and other papers throughout the Territory be requested to 
publish the same. 

5. Rewloed, That Antoine LeClaire and G. 0. E. 
Mitchell be and they are hereby appointed a committee to 
deliver a copy of the proceedings of this meeting to the re- 
spected "Widow of the deceased. 

TH. S, HOGE, Chairman. 
G. C R. Mitchell, Secretary. 
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On the eleventh, a meeting of the Bar of the Territory of 
Iowa was held at Burlington to testify respect to tJie 
memory of the deceased, and the following was their ex- 
pression. 

"A distressing dispensation of Providence having de- 
prived us of the society of one of our bod}', whom, during 
his residence among us, we had learned warmly to esteem, 
we feel called upon to express our deep regret for his un- 
timely death, and of the estimation which his amiable and 
excellent qualities universally commanded. Therefore-— 

Resolved, That our brother, the late William B. Conway, 
had, by his amiable manners, unexceptionable deportment, 
as a member of the Bar, greatly endeared himself to hia 
associates, the members of the Bar, of the Territory, gen- 
erally. 

Resolved, That by his death the Bar has been deprived 
of an able member, the Territory of a faithful officer and 
valuable citizen, ourselves of a devoted friend, and hia wife 
and child of their only protector. 

Resolved, Tliat we take tliis method of expressing our 
deep regret at his untimely death, and of our condolence 
with the relatives of the deceased, and of bearing testimo- 
ny to his many virtues. 

Resolved, That we testify our respect for the memory 
of our deceased brother by wearing the usual badge of 
mourning for thirty days. 

Resolved, That David Rorer, Esq., present these resolu- 
tions to the Supreme Court of the Territory for the purpose 
of having them entered on the record of the Court. 

CHARLES MASON, Chairman. 

"Wm. J. A. Bradford, Secretary. 

Burlington, Nov. 11, 1839. 

A paint shop, by Riddle & Morton, a wagon shop, by S. 
P. Whitney, and a drug store, by 0. Lesslie, were opened 
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this year, aad were the " first" of each kind. Four 
.churches were also organized — Congregational, Disciple, 
Baptist, and Catholic. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Cloeeof 1839— Missouri War— Financial Statement of year 1B39— New Election 
for CouDty Seat — Besult. 

The celebrated "MiBsouri War" is ascribed to about this 
date. It arose from a dispute in regard to boundary — two 
lines having been run. The northern one cut off a strip of 
Iowa some six or eight miles in width, and from this portion 
Missouri endeavored to collect taxes. The inhabitants re- 
fused to pay them, and the Missouri authorities endeavored, 
by sending a Sheriff, to enforce payment. A fight ensued, 
andanlowan was killed, and several takenprisonere. The 
news spread along the River counties and created intense 
excitement. "War was supposed to be impending, or to 
have actually begnn. 

Col. Dodge, an individual somewhat noted as the one 
who, in connection with Theller, had been imprisoned by 
the Canadian authorities for a participation in the " Patriot 
War," had lately arrived here, after breaking jail in 
Canada. His arrival was opportune — a call for volunteers 
to march against Missouri was circulated, and was re- 
sponded to by some three hundred men, who made Daven- 
port their rendezvous on the proposed day of marching. 
A motley crowd was it ! Arms were of every kind 
imaginable, from pitchforks to blunderbusses, and Queen 
Anne Muskets. One of the Colonels wore a common rusty 
grass scythe for a sword, while Capt. Higginson, of Corn- 
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pany A, had been fortunate enough to find an old sword 
that an Indian had pawned for whisky, which he elegantly 
belted around him with a heavy log chain. 

The Parade ground was in front of the ground now occu- 
pied by the Scott House. Uefreahments were plenty, and 
"steam" was being rapidly developed for a start, when 
■word came that peace was restored — Missouri having re- 
signed her claim to the disputed ground. The army was 
immediately disbanded, in a style that would do honor to 
the palmiest revels of Bacchus. Speechea were made, 
toasts drunk, and a host of manccuvers, not in the military 
code, were performed, to the great amusement of all. Some, 
in the excess of patriotism and whisky, started on alone to 
Missouri, but lay down in the road before traveling far, and 
slept away their valor. A private, named Gunn, was 
found hacking a log, with his gun and sword bent nearly 
double, under the impression that the inanimate body was 
a Missourian. 

Frequent allusions have been made, thus far, to the 
many "good times" had by the old settlers. It will not 
be inferred from it that they were dissipated or drunkards. 
Far from it. Some of the brightest lights now in the 
Church, at the Bar, and in private life, are those very men. 
They but complied with the character of the times, while 
absent from social refinements, and the elegance of older 
towns; almost all strangers to each other, and craving for 
that excitement, which now is indulged in the intercourse 
of hosts of friends, and friendly relations of long standing, 
they could not well do otherwise than they did. Mostly 
men from large cities, they were ennuied by the compar- 
ative quiet of a frontier life, and to vary their listless lives 
resorted to stimulants, or whatever else would afibrd ex- 
citement. 

The following was the financial condition of Scott county 
at the beginning of the year 1840. It will show as well or 
11 
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better than anything else, the condition and growth of the 
county for the year paat. Aa such facts are important, an 
apology is not deemed necessary for the introdnctiou of 
the entire statement as made by the Commissioners- 



Received for licenses to merchants, 
grocers, tavern keepers, ferries 
and pedlars, S 36& 49 

Received on account of tax hst of 1838, 649 53 
« onaccountoftaxlistof 1839, 1410 92 

" for finea and docket fees, 149 00 

12578 94 

EXPENDITURES. 

Por expenses of laying out new roads, 

" of meetings of Commissioners, 

" rent of room for District Court for 

Commissioners and Clerks, 
" of elections for 1838, 

" extra services of Sheriff, 1838, 

1839, 
" of District Court for 1838, 

" « " " 1839, 

" of printing, 

" books, stationary, and furniture 

for offices, 89 73 

" service of Clerk of hoard of Com- 

missioners, 163 00 

« of elections for 1839, 91 10 

" taking and keeping prisoners, 115 12 

" of assessing property, 1839, 64 00 

" map of Scott county, 10 00 



i360 


25 


196 00 


136 


50 


12 


00 


30 


00 


S3 


26 


21 


10 


257 50 


13 


00 
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s paid for support of poor, 86 00 

Attorney's Fee, 25 00 

laying oat a territorial road from 

Davenport to County Seat of 

Linn county, 113 . 

amount refanded on account of 

excessive tax, 1838, 30 < 

amount refunded on account of 

excessive tax, 1839, 8 '. 

amount paid treasurer for his com- 
mission for the years 1838 and 
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STATEMENT OF THE FINANCES OF SCOTT COONTT, JAN. 1, 1840. 

The Board of Commissioners have made allow-- 
anees on sundry accounts in the years 1838 
and 1839, amounting in all to $2506 71 

Of which amount the Treasurer has paid 3140 91 

And his vouchers have been examined and can- 
celled. 
Leaving the sum of 365 80 

Yet due from the County to individuals, as ap- 
pears from the books of said Commissioners. 
There is to be added to the above amount of 
$2506 71 the sum of ?79 42, for amount of 
commission paid Treasurer, 79 42 

The county has received from sundry sources in 
the years 1838 and 1839, as will appear from 
reference to the statements published, the 
sum of ?3076 47 

By the above statement it will be seen that there is in 
the County Treasury, at this time, the sum of $856 14, and 
that there is yet due from the County to individuals, the 
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8Tmiof?865 80, leaving a talaiice in the County Treasury, 
Bnlajeet to future disposition by the Commissioners, of 
$490 34. 

JOHN" WOEK, 
A. W. CAMPBELL, 
ALFRED CARTER, 
Mockingham, Jan. 9, 1840. County Commissioners. 

In January a call for a meeting to organize an Agricul- 
tural Society, was put forth by A. LeClaire, G. C. R. 
Mitchell, and James Hall. The call was responded to, and 
a Society organized by appointing A. McGregor President, 
G. C. R. Mitchell Vice President, John Forrest Secretary, 
A. LeClaire Treasurer, and C, Rowe, James Hall, E. L. 
Davis, J. L. B. Franks, Isaac Hawley, Ira Cook, and 
Thomas Dillon, Directors. 

The river did not close opposite Davenport until January 
14th. It, however, closed above the upper rapids in Decem- 
ber, and at Burlington January first. 

The several township elections were held in April. John 
H. Thorington was elected Mayor, Erazer Wilson Recorder, 
and Geo. L. Davenport, S. 1\ Whiting, J. W. Parker, John 
Forrest, and "Wilham Nichols, Trustees. 

The river opened March first, and emigrants began to 
arrive immediately. There were, at the time, about one 
hundred houses in the village. 

In May of this year the land sales for the original Du- 
buque county were held at Dubuque, Almost the entire 
Claim Confederation attended, " armed to the teeth," in 
order to prevent operations from speculators. G. C. E. 
Mitchell, Esq., was appointed bidder for the Confederation, 
and as fast as the lota were put up they were struck off at 
one dollar twenty-five cents per acre. An Adjudicating 
Committee was appointed from the Confederation, before 
whom all disputes, in regard to claims, were settled, and 
thus the matter was speedily and harmoniously settled. 
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Two Patenta, covering the old town limita, were given, one 
in 1S40, and the other in 1841. 

In July the Supreme Court gave its deelaion upon the 
application of certain persons in Eoekingham for a writ of 
mandamus against the Dubuque Commissioners, command- 
ing them to make an entry upon their minutes to the effect 
that Rockingham was the County Seat. The following is 
the order of the Court: 

SUPREME COURT, IOWA TERRITOKY, JULY TERM, 1840, 

The United States at the relation of 1 
James H. Davenport, et al, j 

versus 
The County Commissioners of) 
Dubuque County ; f 

And now this day came the parties, by their Attornies, 
and the arguments of Council being concluded, and all the 
premises being fully examined into, and being understood 
by the Court : It is ordered by the Court here, that the 
motion of the relators be refused, and that the defendants 
go hence without day, and recover of said relators the 
costs of the Court in this behalf expended, for which ex- 
ecution may issue. 

I do hereby certify, that the above is a true copy of an 
order made in the above entitled cause, as appears on the 
records of the said Supreme Court. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
[Seal,] hand and affixed the temporary seal of said 
Supreme Court, this tenth day of July, 1840. 
THORNTON BAYLESS, Clerk, 

Supreme Court, Iowa Territory. 
The Court stated, in its opinion, that "we are clearly of 
opinion that we have no jurisdiction over the matter, and 
the motion for a peremptory mandamus will, of course, be 
denied." 
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A petition signed by three hundred and twenty-six iii- 
hahitanta of Scott county, was immediately sent to the 
Legislature. It prayed for a new election. An Act was 
passed, in which was provided, that an election for County 
Seat of Seott county should be held on the fourth Monday 
in August, and that the electors should vote for Davenport 
or Rockingham, or the north-west fractional quarter of sec- 
tion number thirty-four, township number seventy- eight, 
north of range four, east of the fifth principal meridian. 
This latter point was at the mouth of Duck Creek, and 
was an unimproved portion of land of some ninety acres, 
which was to be donated, if it were decided tiiat this 
should be the County Seat. 

A bond was entered into, by many of our citizens, agree- 
ing to give certain lots, or monies, if Davenport should be 
selected. Mr. LeClaire agrees in it to give certain speei- 
iied lots, or three thousand dollars in money — G. Daven- 
port certain lots, or twelve hundred dollars. A very lib- 
eral subscription of sums ranging from five to five hundred 
dollars, was made over to the County Treasurer in the 
form of a bond. To make the matter doubly sure, a bond 
was entered into with the County by Messrs. A. LeClaire, 
Geo. Davenport, A. "W". McGregor, J. H. Thorington, John 
Owens, Harvey Leonard, James Hall, R. Mcintosh, Jr., 
and Wm, Nichols, in which they agreed to erect the Court 
House and Jail free of expense to the County, upon con- 
dition that the other bond should be made over to them. 

On the twenty-fourth of August the election was held. 
Davenport received three hundred and eighteen votes, and 
the point at the mouth of Duck Creek two hundred and 
twenty-one, giving the former a majority of ninety-seven. 
Rockingham voted against Davenport, with the exception 
of sixteen votes. This vote put a quietus on the matter, 
and terminated the long and spirited contest which had 
raged for over two years. It was not without its useful- 
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neea, for it developed the public-spiritedness of both places, 
and gave to all engaged in it a very memorable lesson on 
the philosophy of Expenditures. It would be a heavy sum 
that would give the total of monies expended, liquor drank, 
anijinesse wasted in the conflict. 

Tarty lines began to be drawn somewhat at the local 
election of October. A. C. Dodge, Democratic Delegate 
to Congress, received at the same election two hundred 
and sixty-two votes ; Rich, the Whig candidate, received 
one hundred and seventy-two in the County. J. "W", Parker 
was elected to the Council over James Grant, by a majority 
of four. Laurel Summers and J. M. Robertson, Repre- 
sentatives; A. H. Davenport, Sheriff; J. D. Evans, Re- 
corder; Ira Cook, Treasurer; Ebenezer Cook, Judge of 
Probate, and E, Parkhurst, Public Administrator. It was 
not, however, untii 1842 that separate Whig and LocoFoco 
tickets were put in nomination, and party lines distinctly 
drawn. 

The subject of a Western Armory was much talked of at 
this time. Among other points Rock Island was prominent, 
as one affording facilities for the establishment of such an 
institution. Fuel in abundance — immense water-power, 
facilities for shipment of materials, the healthfuiness of the 
location, its connection, by the Mississippi, with important 
places, and the seaboard, were reasons justly urged for the 
selection of this point. Meetings were held, the usual 
preamble and resolutions were passed, in all places in the 
"West. A committee from "Washington made an examina- 
tion of Rock Island, and other places, but nothing ever re- 
sulted from it. 

The subject of a Bank in Davenport was also much 
agitated, but nothing ever came of it more than speeches 
memorials and resolutions. 

A prominent institution of these times was the Daven- 
port Lyceum. Every week they discussed this thing or 
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that — including questions of every nature, social, political 
or moral. It was doubtless the origin of much good. It is 
to be inferred, however, that in course of time they de- 
scended from the high plane of purpose which they originally 
stood upon, for, the following notice appears in the Decem- 
ber number of the Sun : 

" Our Lyceum is becoming the subject of ridicule to 
many persons in our village, No subject, they say, can be 
discussed, but such as will tickle the fancy of weak females. 
Our Lyceum, it is true, converts what should be a hall of 
science, into a room to panegyrize the ladies ; and, indeed, 
we have heard the most fulsome eulogies passed upon their 
character, in order to acquire the approving smiles of those 
present. If courtship is a science, then ihdeed is our 
Lyceum a most excellent school." 

The records of all time, from the case of Adam to that of 
Cleopatra, and down to theDavenportLyceum, are instinct 
with precedent and examples of men who have sacrificed 
upon the altar of feminity. 

From the report of the County Commissioners, at the 
close of 1840, we learn that the receipts of the County were 
one thousand six hundred thirty-five dollars and six cents, 
and its expenditures two thousand one hundred twenty-one 
dollars and thirty-seven cents. Davenport possessed at 
the time a population of about six hundred. LeClaire 
House was finished at an expense of thirty-five thousand 
dollars, and was by far the finest hotel on the Upper Mis- 
sissippi. Beneath it was a Reading Room, which, under 
the enterprise of Mr. Eldredge, aflbrded some thirty or 
forty leading papers ; and a Barber Shop and Post Office. 
It was the grand center of attraction for everybody, and 
did more, perhaps, to promote the growth of intellectual 
intercourse than any other influence. Its capacious par- 
lors, reading rooms, its superiority in the elegancies of life 
to anything else in the "West, made it deservedly attractive, 
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and highly beneficial in its influences. Mr. LeOlaire de- 
servea no iittle honor for the liberal plan upon which he 
conceived and executed LeClaire House— for ita comple- 
tion done more to build up the place than anything else of 
the day. 

When it ie considered that einee the commencement of 
the town, the entire Union was staggering under the effects 
of the financial crisis of 1837 ; and that communication 
with the East was a long and tedious operation, the growth 
of Davenport is wonderful, and demonstrates most fully, 
that it was based entirely upon a substantial and perraa- 
nent base. Had Davenport been a mere paper town, its 
beauty and healthfulness of location a myth, its advantages 
fictitious, it must, at that time, have become prostrated. 
On the contrary, it gradually increased — everything con- 
nected with it being so substantial and real, that capitalists 
everywhere confidently invested in it, and as confidently 
improved their possessions. 
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CHAPTEK IX. 




1S41— Finances— Tbe Village— Duel— Court House and Jail- 


-Daren port 


Gazette— Prince Dfl JoiuTille— First Thicgs- 1842~Tempera 


nee— Bank 


—Population— Judge WilliamE— Bible Sooieij— Elections— 1843 


— Churclies 


—Elections— Major TVm. Gordoii~J844— Elections— Stage Lin 
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Murder of Col. Davenport— Indian Ceremony. 




btati:ment3 of the receipts akd expenditures 


OF THE 


COUNTY OF SCOTT, FOR THE YEAR BKDIKG JAN. 1, 


1841. 


RECEIPTS. 




Received for Ueenees to merchants, 




pedlars, grocers, and fines, ?571 82 




EeeeivedonaccountoftaxUBtofl839, 131 81 




" onaeeountoftaxli8tofl840, 748 05 




" for fines and docket fees, 178 50 




" from Sheriff, for estrajs sold, 4 88 




$1635 06 


EXPENDITURES. 




For laying out County roads. 


$117 50 


" laying out Territorial roads. 


815 31 


" rent of rooms for District Court, for Com- 




missionere and Clerks, 


96 00 


" expenses of election 1840, 


118 50 


" extra services of Sheriff 1840, 


88 50 
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89 00 


117 40 


81 15 


201 50 


19T 28 


25 00 


125 31 


263 12 
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For expenses of printiog, books, stationery, and 

furniture for offices, 
" services of the Clerk of the Board of County 

Comniissionera, 
" expenses of aaaessing 1840, 
" support of poor, 
" amount refunded for excessive tax, 
*' expenses of meeting of Commissioners, 
" expenses of taking and keeping prisoners, 
" Attorney's fees, 
" costs against the County, 
" expenses of District Court 1840, 

$2121 ST 
A. W. CAMPBELL, 
JOHN G. QUINN, 
JOHN WORK, 

County Commissioners. 

Davenport, Jan. 7, 1841. 

The Eiver opened March fourteenth. At the April 
election, J. W. Parker was elected Mayor, John Pope 
Kecorder, and J. M. Witherwax, Harvey Leonard, T. K. 
Mills, T. MeLosky, and Seth F. Whitney, Trustees. 

The condition of the village, yet laboring from the 
effects of the " crisis" of '37, may he well understood from 
the following extract from an April number of the Sun : 

" The times are hard, and business of all kinds dull. 
Money, even counterfeit paper, and bogus, have almost 
totally disappeared. {No other money having been current 
here since the last land sales.) Emigrants continue to 
pour into the Promised Land by tens, hundreds, and 
thousands — filling up the back country with an industrious 
and enterprising population. 

Notwithstanding all these evils, and many others of an 
embarrassing nature, frame buildings are going up daily, 
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an^ several brick dwellings arc being erected. Our mer- 
chants are not doing so good a business as we could wish, 
owing to the scarcity and uncertainty of money, but still 
we believe that those who advertise most liberally do a re- 
spectable business. 

Six hundred dollars was paid for barrels and hogshead 
alone, by one house, in this place, to coopers at Cincinnati, 
Ohio. This money would have remained amongst us if 
coopers had been here to perform the work, A good 
cooper is much wanted here. Blacksmiths are said to he 
also in demand. A hatter could not find a more advan- 
tageous locatton in any part of the earth than this place 
presents at present There aro about one thousand heads 
in this country to cover, and no hatter in the Territory 
above Burlington. Furs, and other articles for manufac- 
turing hats, can be procured here in abundance. To be 
sure, coon skins have commanded an extravagant price for 
the last six or eight months, but as soon as the log cabin 
delusion subsides, we opine that coon furs will depreciate 
as fast as irredeemable bank paper. "We, therefore, advise 
a hatter, a cooper, and a blacksmith, to locate in our 
pleasant, healthy, and thriving village." 

A duel, the second on record in Iowa, and the first 
among white men, occurred in this year, between Wcsars. 
Egnor and Fitch. Love, as is the case generally, was the 
cause of the emeuie, and pistols alone could quell it. They 
met early one morning on the banks of a stream below 
Davenport — which stream, in consequence, has been im- 
mortalized as "Bloody Run." They fired, and returned 
to the city unharmed, save that Egnor's arm was bandaged, 
and carried in a sling. Posterity is divided in regard to 



the nature of the wound — a minori 
caused by a bullet, while the remai 
pisto! had anything more deadly 
wadding. 



,ty asserting that it was 
nder assert that neither 
,n it than powder and 
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Readers who have perused the account of the " First 
Duel," spoken of in a previous chapter, will doubtless see 
much more to admire in the first than in the second 
— although the actors in the former were the iguorant, un- 
civilized Indians. 

The Court House and Jail were finished this year, and 
presented to the County, free of cost, as provided for in 
the bond, before noticed. Too much honor cannot be given 
to the gentlemen by whose liberality and enterprise these 
valuable privileges were conferred upon Davenport. The 
immense superiority of our place over every other in the 
county would have availed nothing, had not events been 
controlled by a liberal expenditure of what, at that time, 
was no easy thing to obtain, viz : cash. 

In August the Davenport Weekly Gazette was started by 
Alfred Sanders; and it took prominence immediately in 
Journalism as a finely printed and ably edited sheet. It 
espoused "Whig principles, and has occupied a leading 
position in politics to the present time. It eventually ex- 
panded into the Daily and Tri-weekly and weekly Gazette, 
and has undoubtedly amply remunerated its enterprising 
proprietor. 

November fourth, Prince De Joinville and suit stopped a 
short time at LeClaire House, while on their travels West- 
ward. His freedom from ostentation and aristocratic ex- 
clusiveness was the theme of general remark; and would 
serve besides as an exemplary model to many who unlike 
him lack the privileges of lofty birth, and are unduly 
elevated by the possession of wealth. lie was strictly re- 
publican in his doings; and seemed always to be simply a 
gentleman. 

Newhall, in 1841, thus writes in regard to Davenport : 

" This town was laid out in 1835-6, on a reserve belong- 
ing to Antoine LeClaire, Esq. It is the seat of justice for 
Scott county, and is situated nearly opposite to the lower 
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end of Kock Island, on a handsome elevation, with a beau- 
tiful range of sloping hills in its rear. It is about three 
hundred and fifty miles above St. Louis, by water, eighty 
miles above Burlington, and ninety-five below Dubuque. 
The town of Stephenson, on the opposite shore, with the 
glittering dome of its court house, the mouth of Eoek 
River a few miles below, the picturesque and antiquated 
fortifications on Rock Island, with its beautiful villa,* the 
charming residence of LeCIaire, the magnificent hotel over- 
looking the white cottages of Davenport, and the adjacent 
village of Rockingham — all form a combination of pic- 
turesque beauty, seldom if ever surpassed. I have ap- 
proached this point from all its bearings, and whether 
viewed from river or bluff, it is like a beauteous picture 
varied in all its lights and shades. I well remember the 
first and lasting impression it produced upon my feelings ; 
it was on a bright sunny morning in August, in the year 
1830, the sun was fast dispelling the glittering dews, and 
every drooping flower was lifting its smiling crest; on the 
Iowa shore might be seen occasionally a gaily painted 
warrior of the Sacs and Foxes riding along the heights, his 
painted form partially exposed to view as his scarlet blanket 
waved to the breeze, his light feathers andgaudy trappings 
being in admirable contrast with the verdure-clad hilts; 
then did I feel the utter incompetency to describe so 
beautiful a scene — then could I have invoked the pencil of 
the painter, or the pen of the poet. 

The distant reader may be skeptical concerning this high- 
wrought description. At this I marvel not The author 
is aware of the difficulty of conveying entirely correct ideas 
of a region to those who have never traveled beyond the 
threshold of home ; especially in delineating this (in com- 
mon parlance) land of the " squatters ;" as if, forsooth, the 

*Theresiaence of Col, George Day en port. 
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land of BOiig, of Arcadian groves, and shady bowers, muBt 
needs be in sunny Italy, or classic Greece. 

I will, however, add the corroborating testimony of one 
or two graphic writers, to convince the reader that nature 
here bas been lavish of her beauties as well as ber bounties, 

' The country around Kock Island is, in our opinion, the 
most charming that the eye ever beheld. Eock Island is, 
of itself, one of the greatest natural beauties on the Mis- 
sissippi. The " old fort," not to speak of its military asso- 
elation, ia, in truth, an object on which the eye delights to 
dwell. The flourishing town of Stepbenson, upon the 
Illinois shore, adds greatly to the attractions of the scene ; 
and Davenport, with its extended plains, its sloping lawns, 
and wooded blufl's, completes one of the most perfect 
pictures that ever delighted the eyes of man. The interior 
of tbe territory is rich, beautiful, and productive from end 
to end. Enterprising and industrious farmers may flock in 
from all quarters, and flnd a rich reward for moderate toil. 
The interior is healthy, and every section of land admits of 
easy cultivation.' 

A correspondent of the [New York Star, a gentleman of 
much taste, -writing trom Rock Island, says : 

"There are some bright spots in this rude world which 
exceed our most sanguine expectations, and this is one of 
them. 

" In beauty of the surrounding scenery, both on the 
Upper Mississippi and the Crystal Rock, I have found 
imaged all the charms I had pictured in my youthful imag- 
ination while reading a description of the happy valley in 
Rasaelas, but which I never expected to see in the world of 
reality. The Father of "Waters is a giant even here, three 
hundred and flfty miles above St. Louis ; it is estimated to 
be over a mile and a quarter wide, and is one hundred 
miles below Dubuque, and about five hundred miles below 
the head of navigation, at the Falls of St. Anthony." 
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The location of Davenport is a healthy one. Its position, 
near the foot of the rapids, will cause it to become a place 
of commercial importance. Water-power, building stone, 
and bituminous coal, are convenient, and a sufficiency of 
timber will be found upon the bluffs and neighboring 
streams. It has been laid off on a liberal plan, evincing an 
enlightened judgment contemplating the benefits to be 
conferred upon future generations." 

The question of a location for an Armory was agaiu 
agitated this year, and a Committee from Washington gave 
the Island a thorough examination. Several families came 
on from the Kast with a view to a connection with ita 
establishment, but the result, as heretofore, was simply 
reports, and no action. 

In the Fall and "Winter of this year game was abundant 
in the county. A respectable marksman would average 
two or three deer per day, while snipe and quail could be 
bagged by the score. 

The first shoe store was opened this year by L. B. Col- 
lamer, and a butcher's stall by a Mr. Armitage. A harness 
shop was also opened by Jacob Lailor; and the watch- 
mating and jewelry business was pioneered by E. L. 
Linbaugh. The population at the close of 1841, was about 
seven hundred — and about sixty thousand bushels of wheat 
were raised in the county, which wae worth from forty-five 
to sixty cents per bushel. 

The year 1842 seems to have improved rapidly upon its 
predecessors in many particulars — one of which was in the 
use of liquor. "Tell your readers" — says a writer in the 
Oazette—" that a passenger yesterday traveled all over 
your place without being able to get a glass of whisky !'' 
The immortal Capt. Liteh must have rested uneasily in his 
grave (if dead,) at the promulgation of such a heinous 
sentiment in his once powerful dominions. Powerfulmust 
have been the rush of the ball set in motion by Eev. Mr. 



Hc..lcdbyG00»^lc 



PAST AKD PRKSENT. 97 

Turner to have bo soon and eftectually bowled down all 
the toddy-shopa which stood so thickly but a short time 
previous. 

By an act approved in February of this year, the inhab- 
itants of Davenport were incorporated a body politic, &c., 
under the name of the " Mayor and Aldermen of the Town 
of Davenport." The town was divided into three wards, 
each of which elected two Aldermen. That portion west 
of Harrison street ivas the First Ward ; and that lying 
between Brady and Harrison streets the Second, and that 
lying East of Brady street constituted the Third. 

The Bank question was again agitated this year, and 
meetings were held, and reports pubhshed, but the result 
was the same — amounting to nothing more than simple 
agitation. 

The population in August amounted to eight hundred 
and seventeen ; and about one hundred thousand bushels 
of wheat were raised in the county. "Winter wheat was 
raised in the county which was worth fifty cents, and 
Spring do, thirty cents. 

Two Churches had already been built; and two more 
were in process of erection — Methodist and Baptist. An 
Episcopal society was organized — making in all six Church 
organizations. 

Judge "Williams was re-appointed as Judge of District 
Court. His administration was of a character calculated to 
excite neither particular admiration nor dislike. 

The Scott County Bible Society was organized Septem- 
ber thirteen of this year, L. L. Hoge was elected 
President. 

The Commissioners appointed to report upon the location 
of a point for a Western Armory, reported in favor of 
Fort Massac — a situation on the Ohio River, in Illinois. 
It is needless to add that Fort Massac was not adopted. 
13 
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III the elections for this year, E. Christie was elected to 
the Council, and J. M. Eobcrtson to the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

The expenses of the County for '42 were two thousand 
one hundred thirty-one dollars forty-eevea cents — the re- 
ceipts were one thousand four hundred fifty-eight dollars 
fifty-two centa. 

It will be needless to dwell minutely upon the details of 
each year — it is, therefore, thought best to hurry over the 
prominent events of several years, until one is reached 
remarkable as an era in the growth of Davenport. The 
tedious route by which emigrants reached the place, pre- 
vented a development of more than ordinary rapidity — and 
it was not until railroad connection with the East had been 
established that those marvels in the growth of the place 
were exhibited. 

1843. Seven Churches in town, viz: One Baptist, one 
Catholic, one Congregational! st, one Presbyterian, one 
Methodist, one Episcopal, and one Disciples. G. C. E. 
Mitchell, for Representative, received two hundred and 
forty-one votes, and his opponent, James Grant, two 
hundred and eighteen. Jas. Thorington was elected Judge 
of Probate, and the whole "Whig Ticket elected, with the 
exception of Mr. Davenport for Collector. County Re- 
ceipts one thousand six hundred forty-four dollars seventy- 
eight cents. Expenditures, two thousand five hundred 
fifty dollars sixty cents. 

About this year Maj. William Gordon, one of the 
original proprietors of Davenport, disappeared. He had 
proceeded from St. Louis up the Missouri River, and the 
last ever known of him was at a short distance beyond the 
frontiers. It is supposed that he was overtaken by a storm, 
and frozen to death. It ie believed by some thathe made 
his way to California, but this lacks confirmation. A per- 
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BOn reprcsGnting him was afterward ascertained to be 
another Gordon. 

He was a remarkable man — a Tenuesseean by birth, and 
a son of Capt, Gordon, who commanded a company of 
Spies under General Jackson in the Creek War. Major 
Gordon was hberally educated, and had spent several years 
in the Eocky Mountains, in some capacity nuder the 
American Fur Company. 

He was an elegant and engaging converaat'onalist — 
spicy, original, and humorous. His fund of aneodote waa 
endless, and of a character that always drew a crowd of 
interested listeners. There was a small dashof eccentricity 
in his character. Mr. Davenport, of LeClaire, relates, that 
upon one occasion ho called upon Gordon. Some one 
asked the latter for some money to make some purchase for 
the company present. *'IIelp yourself," said he, as he 
pointed to an inverted tub in the corner of his cabin. 

He lifted the tub, and revealed the Major's "pile," to 
the amount of some fifty or sixty dollars, lying under it ! 
Thus he kept his money, and revealed by it his confidence 
in human nature, and those about him. 

Some difficulty occurred between himself and another 
resident of Davenport named Nye. The latter suspected 
the Major of some attempt upon the liberality of his wife. 
Calling at Nye's house at one time, Nye waylaid him, and 
as he came out struck him down with a club, and then 
stabbed him, Gordon fired at Nye, but owing to damp- 
ness, and a thick coat worn by the latter, the ball did not 
penetrate beyond the clothing. Gordon was carried home, 
and lay for months unable to rise or help himself. He 
never used a bed, but always slept and lay, during his sick- 
ness, on some buffalo robes on the floor, with his feet to 
the fire. 

Did space permit, many interesting incidents might 
he given relative to his conversational powers, his paa- 
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sionate nature, and originalities. At the time of his 
disappearance he was aged about fifty. He was unmarried 
till the later portion of his life, and then to one who had 
long lived with him in every capacity, save the title of wife. 
She was, however, an affectionate, and otherwise worthy 
woman. 

1844. In August, E, Cook, Geo. B. Sargent, and James 
Jack, were nominated by the "Whigs aa candidates for the 
Convention to form a State Constitution. Messrs. Campbell 
and Grant, Democrats, and E. Cook, were elected. 
Campbell three hundred and eight votes, Grant two 
hundred and ninety-six, Cook two hundred and seventy- 
five. At the same election the whole Kemoeratie ticket, 
with the exception of Cook, was elected. County Re- 
ceipts, three thousand nine hundred fifty-three dollars 
seventy-seven cents — Expenditures, four thousand three 
hundred eight dollars sixty cents. (It will not be supposed 
from reports thus far given, that the County was con- 
tinually falling behind; but on the contrary, the balance 
was in most cases in favor of the county. The seeming 
preponderance of expenses over receipts arose from the 
fact that at the time of making each report, there was 
always a certain amount of taxes due and unpaid. This 
latter amount was atwaj's large enough to leave the balance 
in favor of the County. 

Stage lines were established this year to Dubuque and 
Burlington, and the contract obtained by Benaet and 
Lyter. 

1845, Eiver closed February fifth. Population of town 
one thousand. Vote upon Constitution in April two 
hundred and ninety-one against, and one hnndred and 
sixty-nine for, in the county. Mr. D. C. Eldredge who had 
held the Post Office until July resigned, and John Forrest, 
Esq., was appointed his successor. 

July fourth was marked as being the one upon which the 
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venerable Col. Davenport was most cruelly murdered. 
Particulars of the sad aiFair will be given in bis Biography. 
He was a favorite of the Sacs and Foxes ; and appended is 
a ceremony, which was performed over his grave. It is 
from the ready pen of Alfred Sanders, Esq. : 

"An Indian Ceremony. — On last Friday afternoon we 
were witness to a strange and interesting ceremony per- 
formed by the Indians over the remains of Mr. Davenport, 
who was murdered at his residence on Eoek Island on the 
4th inst. Upon proeeeding to the beautiful spot selected 
as bis last resting place, in the rear of his mansion on Rock 
Island, we found the "War Chief and braves of the band of 
Fox Indians, then encamped in the vicinity of this place, 
reclining on the grass around his grave, at the bead of 
which was planted a white cei3ar post some seven or eight 
feet in height. 

The ceremony began by two of the braves rising and 
walking to the post, upon which, with paint, they began 
to inscribe certain characters, while a third brave, armed 
with an emblematic war club, after drinking to the health 
of the deceased from a cup placed at the base of the post, 
walked three times around the grave, in an opposite direc- 
tion to the course of the sun, at each revoUition delivering 
a speech with sundry gestures and emphatic motions in the 
direction of the north-east. "When he had ceased he passed 
the club to another brave, who went through the same 
ceremony, passing but once round the grave, and so in suc- 
cession with each one of the braves. This ceremony, 
doubtless, would apper.r pantomimic to one unacquainted 
with the habits or language of the Indians, but after a full 
interpretation of their proceedings they would be found in 
character with this traditionary people. 

In walking around the grave in a contrary direction to 
the course of the euu, they wished to convey the idea that 
the ceremony was an original one. In their speeches they 



Hc..lcdbyG00<:^lc 



102 DAVENPOItT 

informed the Great Spirit that Mr, Davenport was their 
friend, and they wished the Great Spirit to open the door 
to him, and to take charge of him. The enemies whom 
they had slain they called upon to act in capacity of wait- 
ers to Mr. Davenport in the spirit-land— they helieving 
that they have unlimited power over the spirits of those 
whom they have slain in hattle. Their gestures towards 
the north-east weremade in allusion to their great enemies, 
the Sioux, who live in that direction. They recounted 
their deeds of battle, with the number that they had slain 
and taken prisoners. Upon the post were painted, in 
hieroglyphics, the number of the enemy that they had 
slain, those taken prisoners, together with the tribe and 
station of the brave. For instance, the feats of "Wau-co- 
shaw-she, the Chief, were thus portrayed. Ten headless 
figures were painted, which signified that he had killed ten 
men. B"our others were then added, one of them smaller 
than the others, signifying that he had taken four prison- 
ers one of whom was a child. A line was then run from 
one figure to another, terminating in a plume, signifying 
that all had been aeeompHebcd hy a chief. Afox was then 
painted over the plume, -which plainly told that the chief 
was of the Pox tribe of Indians. These characters are so 
3 that if an Indian of any tribe whatsoever were 
3 them, he would at once understand them. 

Following the sign of Pau-tau-co-to, who thus proved 
himself a warrior of high degree, were placed twenty head- 
less fio^ures, being the number of the Sioux that he had 
slain. 

The ceremony of painting the post was followed by a 
feast prepared for the occasion, which by them was cer- 
tainly deemed the most agreeable part of the proceedings. 
Meats, vegetables, and pies, were served up in such profu- 
sion that many armsful of the fragments were carried off 
it being a part of the ceremony, which is religiously 



Hc..lcdbyG00»^lc 



PAST AND PRESENT. 103 

observed, that all the victuals left upon such an oceaeion 
are to he taken to their homes. At a dog feast, which is 
frequently given by themselves, aod to which white men 
are occasionally invited, the guest is either obliged to eat 
all that is placed before him, or hire some other person to 
do so, else it is considered a great breach of hospitality. 

With the feast terminated the exercises of the afternoon, 
which were not only interesting but highly instructive to 
those who witnessed them. 
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CHAPTEK S. 
From 184B to 1854— Ballroads— Rapida CoiiTention-— Growtli of City, &c., &c 

1846. As readers familiar with the history of Iowa are 
aware, the State Constitution, alluded to under the year 
1844, waa not approved by Congress. A second Conven- 
tion was held this year, and the other Constitution waa 
limited and amended, in wliieh form it met the approbation 
of the Federal Power, and in December, Iowa became a 
member of the confederated States. 

In the August election, E. S. Wing, Democrat, was 
elected representative over E. Cook, by a majority of three. 
A. H. Davenport was elected Sheriff; James Thorington 
Judge of Probate over Piatt Smith. 

A Plow factory was started by a Mr, BeehteL The first 
steam flouring miil opened by A. 0. Fulton. A Board of 
Trustees for Iowa College was chosen. 

1847. In April, James Grant was elected District Judge 
of the Second Judicial District, by a majority of four 
hundred and forty-eight. The District comprised Jackson, 
Delaware, Dubuque, Clayton, Scott, Muscatine, Clinton, 
Jones, and Cedar counties. In June the population of 
Davenport was, in the- corporate limits, nine hundred and 
eighteen. A new paper, called the Democratic Banner, 
was commenced. The Banking house of Messrs. Cook & 
Sargent waa opened this year, and was the first house of 
the kind in Davenport. They opened in a small house 
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near or on the corner of Main and Second streets. The 
transition of the enterprising firm from the small one- 
storied shanty in which they made their dehut to the mag- 
nificent four-storied marble structure in which they are now 
located, is uo less an indication of the magnitude of their 
projective and executive abilities than it ia of the rapid 
growth and high state of development reached by our city. 

The preparatory department of Iowa College was this 
year opened. 

1848. A noticeable event of this year was the death of 
an individual named Jas. K. Stubba. He waa born in 1797, 
and graduated at West Point with high honor. He was 
stationed at Fort Armstrong, on Rock Island, in 1822, and 
in 1826 he served under his brother-in-law, Judge McLean, 
in the Post Ofiiee Department. He afterwards removed to 
Cincinnati, and for some three or four years served in the 
Post Office and Clerk's Department of that city. While 
there it is supposed that he was involved in some unfortu- 
nate love-matter, for hia character was thoroughly aaid 
essentially changed. He returned to Davenport in 1833, 
and after '87, for eight yeara, lived a recluse in a sort of 
cave excavated in a mound at East Davenport. There, 
with no other companion than his pets — a pig, dog, or cat, 
or all — ^he paased a rigidly secluded life. Byron, in hia 
misanthropy, petted a bear, and Stubba, in his, petted a 
pig. He would occasionally walk into town, with his 
family all at hia heels. For some two years before his 
death he was induced to come forth from his hermitage. 
He waa elected Juatiee of the Peace, which station he 
filled up to his death with an impartial and incorruptible 
integrity. His residence was in the small brick tenement 
on the north-east corner of Main and Third streets, in 
which he kept Bachelor's Hall Judge Mitchell relates 
that upon several occasions, while passing Stubbs' house, 
late at night, he heard a violent clamor as if a furious alter- 
14 ^_^__^.^ 



Hc..lcdbyG00<:^lc 



DAVENPORT 



cation were being carried on within. Curiosity prompted 
him to open the door one evening, when the noise was at 
its loudest, to ascertain the cause. Instead of a half dozen 
persona, as he expected, about to engage in a free and 
deadly fight, there were only Stubbs and his eat \ The 
latter was seated upon his knee, and listening demurely to 
his master, who was cursing him with every anathema in 
the vernacular, profane or sacred. Master Tom's offense 
seemed to be an amorous habit, which he had fallen into, 
of paying nocturnal visitations to the feline residents of the 
neighborhood. 

Stubbs was a man of unflinching honesty, and in posses- 
sion of a liberal education; and had not the unfortunate 
event, before alluded to, occurred to affect his life, he 
would undoubtedly have bequeathed his name to pos- 
terity, as a legacy honorable and respected. lie died May 
21st, aged about fifty-one years. 

1849 was distinguished more particularly as being one in 
which strong efforts were maiJe to secure the improvement 
of the Rapids. Two Conventions were held — one in July, 
and the other in October. The first was elimly attended, 
but in the last, four States and one Territory were repre- 
sented, by about one hundred and fifty delegates. 

One resolution passed, states that the improvement of 
the Rapids is a work which concerns the whole universe. 
The plan of improvement recommended in the report of 
Major Lee was endorsed, and it was urged that he should 
receive the appointment of prosecuting the affair. The 
Eapids are not yet fully improved. In another place, statis- 
tics will be given of the Rapids, the amounts appropriated 
for their improvement, results, &c. 

The following will exhibit the commercial business of 
1849, and will further act as data from which increase of 
business may hereafter be determined. 
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IMPORTS. 




Merchandise, 




?148,500 


Pine and Oak Lumbe 


r, 


790,000 feet. 


Shingles, 




1,120,000 


Square Timber, 




6,000 feet. 


Reaping Machines, 




42 


Laths, 




310,000 


EXPORTS. 




Flour, 




30,200 bbls. 


Pork, 




M25 " 


Lard, 




720 " 


Wheat, 




16.700 bush. 


Beans, 




200 " 


Potatoes, 




300 " 


Onions, 




11,160 " 


Barley, 




5,020 " 


P!ax Seed, 




120 " 


Bran and Shorts, 




320,000 bbls. 


Hides, 




20,400 " 


Bacon, 




212 hhds. 


This amount of busine 


s, although 


since very much en- 


larged, was by no means 


small for a 


town possessing no 


railroad, or other communication beyond the high water 1 1 


privileges granted by the Missisaipp 


. Improved farms. 


within three or four miles of Bavenpo 


t, were worth about 


fifteen dollars per acre- 


seven miles out, ten dollars to 


twelve dollars per acre. 


Unimproved prairie lands, at a 


distance of six or seven r 


oiies out, were worth about four 


dollars per acre. Population of county about five thousand 1 1 


five hundred. Twenty-two thousand 


acres of land in the 


county were entered at the Land Office at Iowa City. In 


the next year twenty-two thousand forty-one were entered 


at the same place. 




1 
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1850 may be properly deemed the year at which Daven- 
port commenced that development which has at once 
given it a firat rank among large citiea, and excited the 
wonder and taxed the credulity of all cognizant of the fact. 
Previous to this year there had heen no more to promote 
the growth of the location than its extraordinary healthful- 
neas, beauty, and the poaaession of a rich dependent 
country lying adjacent. The emigrant came from the Eaat, 
either by the long and expensive route afforded by a pas- 
aage down the Ohio, and up the Miasissippi, or else by the 
scarcely less dear mode of wagon emigration. Mails were 
infrequent and vexatious in their arrivals — the luxuries of 
an advanced refinement were numerically few— manufac- 
tories were undeveloped ; and hut little existed to induce 
emigration and aettlenient, save a fertile soil, an admirable 
position, aai faith in the developments of the future. 

Under such circumstances it is hardly to be supposed 
that Davenport would display the marvelous in its devel- 
opment. The year 1850, however, began a new era, 

The prospect of a connection with the great cities of the 
Eaat — of being a point touched by the line of commercial 
importance, which is always drawn westward from great 
maritime cities — the possession of three steam-mills, gave 
Davenport an impetus, whose character is equalled in but 
few cases, 

The importance of a railroad connection with the Eaat 
was duly appreciated by the inhabitants of the County. 
The project of a railroad to LaSalle, Illinois, connecting 
there with the canal to Chicago, met with ao much favor 
that the stock (seventy-five thousand dollars,) assigned as 
the quota of Scott county was taken even before Eoek 
Island county had discovered the merits of the undertaking. 
At the aame time that the railroad question was agitated. 
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the subject of bridging the Mississippi was also included, 
as was the building of the road from Davenport to Council 
Bluffs. 

The organization for the U. I. & La Salle It. R. was 
completed in November. Judge Grant was elected Presi- 
dent. Eighty-five thousand dollars in stock was taken by 
Scott county. 

In February, 1851, a City Charter was obtained from the 
Legislature, and in March was adopted, by a vote of ninety- 
seven for, and seventy-one against. This meagre vote 
shows a most surprising indifference, on the part of the 
citizens in regard to the matter. Chas. Weaton was elected 
Mayor, H. Leonardand A. "Wygant, Aldermen First Ward ; 
Dr. Barrows and N. Squires Second, and E. Cook, and H. 
Price, Third do. 

Geo. B. Sargent received in April the appointment of 
Surveyor General in place of Gen. Booth, Democrat. 

John D. Evans, H. S. Finley, and Ira Cook, were ap- 
pointed deputies from Scott county. 

In April, the books opened for subscription to the Chi- 
cago and Rock Island Railroad, were ^closed, the full 
amount {three hundred thousand dollars,) required by law 
having been subscribed. Judge Grant was chosen Presi- 
dent of the Road. 

At the August election Wm. Burris was elected County 
Judge, and Harvey Leonard Sheriff — which, by the way, 
he still remains. 

January first, 1853, the Mississippi and Missouri Railroad 
Company was organized. Its members were John B. Jer- 
vis, Joseph E, Sheffield, Henry Farnam, John M. Wilson, 
N. B. Judd, Bbenezer Cook, James, Grant, John P. Cook 
and Hiram Price. The capital stock was six million dol- 
lars, of shares of one hundred dollars each. The eorporar 
tiou was to continue fifty years from date, Five per cent 
of subscription was to be paid down, and the remainder in 
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instalments of not more than twenty per cent of the fall 
amount, and at intervals of not less than three months. 
The highest amount of iiidebtedcesa which could be incur- 
red was four millions of dollars. In May their first election 
was held. John A. Dix, of New York, was elected Presi- 
dent. 

September first, 1853, the first ground was broken on the 
Eoad. Particulars are given from the Gazette of the third 
iuBt. : 

" The Railroad Jubilee. — Last Thursday was a day big 
with important results to Davenport. On that day the first 
shovel full of earth was thrown up on the Mississippi and 
Missouri Eailroad. Or, it may be with propriety we can 
say, on the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad west of the Mis- 
sissippi river. The act itself was trivial, but in view of the 
important results it heralded, 'twas thought beet to accom- 
pany it with some parade that would establish the day as 
one to be commemorated. And inasmuch as there was 
some honor attached to the act of being the first man to 
throw tip a shovel full of earth in the great enterprise, by 
common consent that privilege was assigned our enter- 
prising fellow citizen, Mons. Antoine LeClaire. 

About half past ten o'clock, the citizens of Davenport, 
Eock Island, and vicinities, assembled in front of the 
LeClaire Buildings, formed a procession, and proceeded to 
the comer of Fifth and Hoek Island streets, where the 
great work was to be commenced. In the procession were 
included the two brass bands of this city, the Odd Fellows 
in regalia, the German Verein Society, and a large vehicle, 
drawn by four horses, containing Mr. Burnell, and some 
thirty-five or forty men who are employed at his saw-mill. 
After assembling on the ground, Eev. A. Louderhack, 
of the Episcopalian Church, ofl'ered up an excellent and 
appropriate prayer for the occasion, in which he beseeched 
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the Most High to prosper the work, and to protect in 
health those who gave their time and services to the great 
undertaking. 

After prayer, Hon. Jdo. P, Cook ascended the stand, 
and entertained the audience with an extempore address 
of about an half hour's length, in which he spoke of the 
years of struggle that the citizens of Davenport had ex- 
perienced to bring about this great work, how, jear after 
year, they had petitioned Congress in vain for a grant of 
lands to aid them in constructing a link in the great 
national highway, and that finally despairing of ever ac- 
complishing anything so long as they depended upon their 
federal parent for aid, they had thrown themselves upon 
their own resources, and now were about to reap the re- 
ward of their enterprise. Still they were indebted for their 
success to the fortuitous eircumstaaee that placed in their 
way, and enlisted the hearty co-operation of the Railroad 
Eing in the "West, Mr. Farnam, and which had now given 
us a Contractor in Mr. Carmichaei, who was experienced 
in Eailroad building, and able as willing to put the cars 
through to Towa City in the shortest given space of time. 
Citizens of five or six years standing would regard the 
present occasion as one of deep interest, but to those who 
had past the last twelve or fifteen years of their lives in 
Davenport; those who had pitched their tents here when 
but few houses occupied the site so recently reclaimed from 
the Indians, the present must indeed be an occasion of re- 
joicing, one fraught with the most pleasing associations. 
Soon the locomotive would leave our hustling city, bear on 
its burden to the Capital of the State, and ere long lave 
itself in the waters of the Missouri. Soon a bridge would 
span the great Father of "Waters, and a continuous line of 
liailroad connect us with all the great marts of the East. 
Our prospects are bright, the gloomiest need not despond. 
It was expected that Jas. Knox, Esq., of Eock Island, 
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would also address the assembly on the occasion, but he 
not being present, Mr. Fulton, the Marshal of the day, an- 
nounced the important crisis to have arrived when the soil 
was to be broken on the great Mississippi and Missouri 
Kailroad route. Whereupon Mr. LeClaire descended from 
the stand, pulled off his coat amid the cheers of the crowd, 
and proceeded in a workmanlike manner to give the first 
touch to the great iron thoroughfare west of the Mississippi 
river. 

During the intervals while assembled, the bands en- 
livened the soeno by performing some of the most appro- 
priate airs, and the members of the Verein Society sung, 
while a small company of artillerymen from the old 
country having in charge the " oastiron," and stationed on 
a neighboring eminence, made the welkin ring. 

Quite arespectable nnmherof the citizens of Rock Island, 
we were pleased to observe, were on the ground, manifest- 
ing that interest which an enterprise of such great and 
mutual importance to the two cities was likely to beget in 
the minds of right-thinking men. We hope Boon to recip- 
rocate their visit, and participate with them in the celebra- 
tion of the first arrival of the locomotive, through from 
Chicago, in their flourishing city. 

■ We have heard the whole number of persons present es- 
timated at two thousand. Harmoniously and quietly, at 
the order of the Marshal, the citizens again formed in pro- 
cession, and marched to the LeClaire House, where, at two 
o-cloek, the Messrs. Lowry served up an excellent dinner, 
of which from one hundred and fifty to two hundred per- 
sons partook. Thus terminated peaceably, and so far as 
we know, without engendering an unkind thought, the 
celebration of an event, that regarded with respect to the 
character and extent of the work it proclaimed, is the most 
momentous in the history ot our youthful and progressive 
city." 
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A vote was taken in September in regard to the County 
subscribing for the road. Only three hundred and nine 
votes were east, but of these only ten were opposed to sub- 
scribing. Tho amounts taken in all were seventy-five 
thousand dollars by the city, fifty thousand dollars by the 
county, and one hundred thousand dollars by individaal 
snbacription. 
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CHAPTER SI. 

Opening of Chicago and Cook I^knd liiiilrond — Bridge Opposition — Laying 
Cornerstone — Proceedings — Growth of City — Statistica, Ac. — Letter from 
W. Barrows. 

February 22d, 1854, was rcmartiible not only as the an- 
niversary of the hirth-day of "Waahiiigton, but as the one 
upon which a connection, by railway, was completed be- 
tween the Atlantic and the Miaaisaippi. Davenport, for 
some reasons beet known to Roek laland, was not general- 
ly invited to attend the celebration, which the occurrence 
gave riae to. Kot behind hand in enthuaiaam, a gun was 
brought forth, whose thunder was but a faint echo of the 
joy the citizens felt over the event. A splendid illumina- 
tion was also gotten up at night, and quite as much or 
more jubilation was expressed on this as on the Eock 
Island side. 

A few extracts from the Chicago Press will show the 
character of the initiation of the grand event: 

"On Wednesday last, the 22d inst., that event looked 
forward to for years with bo much interest by our citizens 
— the connection of the Mississippi with Lake Michigan by 
a continuous line of Eailroad — was consummated. The 
honor of arriving first at this important goal belongs to the 
Chieaito and Itock Island road — an honor, by the way, well 
worthy the Herenlean efforts which have been made to 
achieve it. In February, 1851, the legislature chartered 
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the company — in October of the eame year the eootraet for 
its conetmction and equipment waa taken — hi April, 1852, 
the first estimate for work upon it was paid — and in Feb- 
ruary, 1854— three years from its charter, and twenty-two 
months after ground had been broken upon it — the work 
is completed, and cars are running daily its entire length 
— one hundred and eighty-one miles! This is certainly a 
proud monument to all who have been instrumental in 
pushing the work forward to completion, and especially so 
to those sagacious and energetic men who have had it in 
special charge — Messrs. Sheffield and ^arnam. 

On Wednesday morning, the 22d inst., at half past eight 
o'clock, the Mayor and Common Council of the City of 
Chicago, and a number of citizens, in all about two 
hundred and lifty, left the depot of the Eock Island road, 
in a train of six splendid passenger cars from the manufac- 
tory of A. B. Stone & Co., of this city, for an excursion to 
Rock Island, in honor of the completion of the road. The 
day was one of the most delightful of the season, and the 
genial sunshine, and the exhilerating atmosphere, chimed 
in well with the exultant spirit, which sparkled in the eye 
and shone in the countenance of every one of that goodly 
company. The train was tastefully ornamented with flacs 
and evergreens, and its arrival at the different towns along 
the line was greeted with the shouts of the people, and the 
firing of cannons. At Joliet, Morris, Ottawa, Lasalle, Peru, 
Tiskilwa, Geneseo, Moline, and other places, accessions 
were made to our numbers, and when the train arrived at 
Eock Island there could not have been less than three 
hundred and fifty persons on it. 

The reception at Rock Island was a magnificent specta- 
cle. Thousands of people lined the streets, and crowded 
the doors and windows. Fair ladies waved their kerchiefs, 
and stout men and youths shouted exultlngly, while ever 
and anon the thunder of Col. Swift's gun went booming 
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across the Mississippi, arousing the echoes from the majes- 
tic bluffs. It was a glorious day for Roek Island, and for 
her neighboring city across the river. The citizens of 
those places had looked forward to it for years, some of 
them with fear and trembling, lest their eyes should not 
behold it. Hundreds of people from the contiguous 
country, both in Illinois and Iowa, had come in to witness 
the scene, and to mingle their shouts and congratulations 
with their city neighbors. Delegations were there from 
most of the river towns from Dubuque to St. Louis, and 
some had come from the far interior towns of Iowa, for 
they knew that the arrival of the iron horse upon the banks 
of the Mississippi was but an earnest of his speedily ap- 
pearing beyond it, and stretching away on his destined 
course toward the Pacific. "We think we are not above the 
mark in estimating the number present, on tlie arrival of 
the train at from five to six thousand persons. 



The speeches were highly appropriate to the occasion, 
and elicited, throughout, enthusiastic applause from the 
vast concourse. While the things were transpiringwithin, 
a grand spectacle was witnessed without. The two cities 
of Rock Island and Davenport were most beautifully illu- 
minated. The windows of stores, private residences, and 
public buildings, were lit up on both sides of the river, and 
the lights reflected back from the bosom of the Mississippi, 
were indefinitely multiplied, the whole presenting a scene 
of imposing grandeur. After the reading of the regular 
toasts, a large portion of the company, headed by the 
Moline brass band, marched in procession through the 
principal streets of the city. Others remained in the depot 
until a late hour, Mr. Baily, of Rock Island, presiding, 
where speeches and sentiments beguiled the passing hours. 
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"We regret that onr limits precluded a report of the many 
good things that were offered. 

Much credit is due to the people of Kock Island for the 
handsome manner in which the celebration was gotten up 
and conducted, and for the hospitable manner, in which 
private houses were thrown open to accommodate the mul- 
titude of stranger8, The people of Davenport and Moline 
also threw open their mansions with the same hospitable 
spirit, and we think everybody was comfortably provided 
for. 

In concluding our notice of the opening of this road, we 
wish once more to allude to the successful manner of its 
prosecution. The history of Railroads presents no parallel 
to it. Some companies may have built a greater number of 
miles of road in as short a period, but never before has in- 
dividual enterprise shouldered and borne forward so rapidly 
to a triumphant completion such a work as this. And let 
it not be forgotten that a large portion of the road has been 
built in the face of a stringent money market. But while 
many companies have been compelled to hold up from this 
cause, Messrs. Sheffield & Farnam have moved steadily on- 
ward with their great work as though no cloud had dark- 
ened the financial sky of the country. Surely there is a 
triumph for which they may justly feel an honest pride, 

"We desire, also, to do justice to the faithful and zealous 
labors of William Jervis, Esq., the Chief Engineer of this 
road. From the beginning he has been always at his post, 
and to his skill and efficiency much of the credit for the 
admirable character of the work, and its speedy completion, 
is due. But we must close, without further enumeration. 
All honor to all the men who have in any way aided in the 
advancement of this great enterprise." 

The completion of the Chicago and Rock Island Road, 
and the commencement of its continuation — the M. & M. 
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E. R. — naturally led to the adoption of means, whereby 
the two roada might be connected. A bridge across the 
Mississippi had long been foreseen as a necessity, and now 
as the echeme approached practical development, there 
was, all along the river, the most inveterate opposition. 

St. Louis, which hitherto had enjoyed a monopoly in 
Western Commerce, was rampant in its opposition to the 
scheme. The Chamber of Commerce " Resolved" that a 
bridge was unconstitutional, an obstruction to navigation, 
dangerous, and that it was the duty of every Western State, 
river city, and town, to take immediate action to prevent 
the erection of such a structure. A Resolution was also 
passed by the City Fathers of St. Louis, instructing the 
Mayor of the city to apply to the Supreme Court of the 
United States for an injunction, restraining the building of 
the Bridge. 

Certain old-fashioned dogmas, having origin at a time 
when men understood less than now the true principles of 
commercial industry, governed St. Louis, and other places, 
in their hatred to the bridge. It was a dogma founded 
upon the most intense selfishness, and as devoid of liber- 
ality as the system of monopoly which once disgraced the 
legislation of France. That Davenport, Iowa City, or 
Council Bluffs, had no right to be connected with Chicago 
and Kew York ; and that St. Louis possessed some predom- 
inant and indisputable claim to their commerce, seemed to 
have been the base of action taken by the latter city. Such 
principles are obsolete, and it is not hazardous to assert 
that an iron band will yet unite the broad prairies of Illi- 
nois to the magnificent Levee of St. Louis, Stranger 
things than this have happened in the changes undergone 
by popular opinion. 

The opposition of rival towns was not all the opposition 
experienced by the Bridge — for it had to contend i 
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even a national, or rather Southern jealousy. Shortly 
after its commencement under permission from the State 
of Illinois, an order was issued from the War Department, 
commanding the Marshal, for the District of Illinois, to 
clear the Island of all trespassers. This was done in face 
of the fact that the Island had been abandoned as a military 
reserve by both of Davis' predecessors— Poinset and Marcy 
—and had been turned over to the Land Office Department 
for sale. Davis probably feared that the Bridge would 
materially interfere with the prospects of the Southern 
Pacific Railroad. This order, however, to clear the Island 
of ali trespassers, was not construed as he probably in- 
tended, for it was not made applicable to the Bridge Com- 
pany, and its operatives. 

The corner stone of the Bridge was laid September 1st, 
1854. A meeting was organized, the stone laid, and ap- 
propriate speeches made by Joseph Knoi, Esq., of Eock 
Island, and Hon. James Grant, of Davenport. Among the 
sentiments of the former were some worthy of preservation, 
as having bearing upon the opposition hitherto extended 
to the Bridge. They are as follows : 

" All History proves the great path of the "World's Com- 
merce to be from East to West ; from Indin to Assyria and 
Egypt, from Egypt to Greece and Eome, from Rome to 
Spain and England, and from England to our own free 
America. It is certainly the duty of all wise men not to 
retard this "Westward progress, but rather to hasten it, 
bearing with it, as it does, that blessed trinity. Commerce^ 
Civilization, and Christianity i and that we regard all oppo- 
sition to the workings of this great historic law as among 
the insanest of follies." 

" Metolvtd, That in John "Waknh, the Contractor for 
thebuildingof thoBridgcwe recognize a man who,by reason 
of natural capacity, and long experience, is eminently fitted 
for thegreatworkinhischarge. "We congratulate him upon 
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s thus far, and tnist that tho winds and waves and 
9 may be propitious to him, until he shall have bound 
together the Eastern and "Western halves of this great val- 
ley with an eternal clasp of oak and granite. The first 
Bridge across the Mississippi ! It will be monumental to 
his memory, and perpetuate his name as long as the great 
river it spans flows in majesty beneath it !" 

The year 1854 was distinguished as a busy one. It 
speaks well for the character of Davenport, that the founda- 
tions of her prosperity were never on paper, but irere laid 
deep and permanent in the Industry of her inhabitants. 
The growth of tho town has always been concomitant with 
the settling of the back countrj', the estabhshment of man- 
ufacturing interests, and the development of other resources. 
There has been at no time a retrogression, or a stand-still, 
indicating a fictitious progress, or an over-growth. Thus, 
in 1854, the population increased nearly or quite three 
thousand. The base of this growth was the railroad con- 
nection, six saw mills, turning out from twenty to thirty 
thousand feet of lumber each per day ; two foundries and 
machine shops; some twenty-four run of burrs, dozens of 
smith and wagon shops, one wholesale plow factory, turn- 
ing out one hundred plows per week, one Pork pack- 
ing establishment, and a County population of about 
thirteen thousand. In these statistics will be recognized 
a solid and lasting base of prosperity, not to be quashed as 
a speculative bubble, or destroyed by a financial "crisis." 

The following communication, from a series in the Dav- 
enport Commercial, by 'Willard Bareows, Esq., will give 
readers a correct idea of the city at that date : 

" Davenport ranks with any other city in the "West, as 
well in a statistical point of view, as in the beauty and natu- 
ral commercial importance of its location. It contains 
about sis thousand inhabitants ; one hundred and twenty- 
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five etorca, all told; three regular Banking Houses; ten 
Land Agencies; six eteam mills of various kinds — one of 
which (Burrows & Prettyrnan's) manufactures one hundred 
and seventy-five harrels of flour per day ; one Foundry and 
Machine shop ; seven Blacksmith shops; four Saddle, Ilar- 
ness and other leather manufacturing establishments of 
various kinds; nine churches; seven public houses; the 
Iowa College; two public school-houses; one of which 
cost upwards of six thousand dollars, built of stone, be- 
sides private schools ; one Masonic Lodge, two Lodges of 
I. 0. 0. F., one Division of Sons of Temperance, and one 
Maine Law Club ; fourteen Doctors, and twenty-two Law- 
yers; (don't be frightened at the two last items!) We 
have a good County Poor House, with farm attached ; one 
tri-weekly, and four weekly newspapers. 

Scott county, of which Davenport is the County Seat, is 
one of the best river Counties in the State, and fast settling 
by enterprising farmers, mostly from Pennsylvania, New 
York, and Ohio. Until recently' wo have, in common with 
other towns upon the Mississippi river, had to depend en- 
tirely upon steamboat navigation to carry off our surplus 
produce, hut now a direct communication by Railroad 
through Chicago to New York is open, which has greatly 
enhanced the value of produce. 

Davenport being situated at the foot of the upper rapids 
of the Mississippi river, can, with a moderate capital, bring 
into requisition one of the greatest water-powers in the 
world ; and we doubt not, the time is not far distant when 
eastern capitalists will procure it, and take hold with energy 
and success. The Rock Island and Chicago Railroad ter- 
minates at Rock Island. The Mississippi and Missouri 
Railroad, is now in progress of construction from this place 
to Council Bluffs, a distance of three hundred miles, the 
first division of which, to Iowa City, fifty-seven miles, will 
be completed by the first of December, and the ears run- 
16 
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ning. These two roada are to "be'conueeted at Eoct Island 
and Davenport, ty a bridge across the Mississippi river, 
now in course of conetracrion. This bridge, over the main 
channel of the river, on the Iowa side, will be one thousand 
five hundred and eighty-two feet, divided into five spans of 
two hundred and fifty feet each in the dear; the bed of 
the river is rock, a good foundation. The slongh, on the 
Illinois shore, is four hundred and seventy-four feet, also 
rock bottom. The bridge, on the Iowa side, is to be built 
with a draw for steamboat navigation ; the draw to turn on 
a pier, or similar to a turn-table, and to be closed only for 
the passage of cars, upon given signals. The bridge is to 
be twenty-one feet above high-water mark; the esrimated 
coat is two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, to be com- 
pleted the first of December, 1855. The time now occu- 
pied by railway from Davenport to New York City is three 
days; to Chicago from eight A. M., to four P. M., for five 
dollars, and from Ohicago to New York, twenty dollars. 
Thus, for twenty-five dollars, and three days time, can east- 
ern citizens see " Iowa as it is." Steamers are generally in 
readiness on the arrival of the cars, to convey passengers 
up or down the Mississippi river. Three and four trains 
of passenger cars per day running over the road. 

Much has been said of late respecting the sale of Rock 
Island by the Government, to whom most of it belongs; 
that such will be the case, I can hardly believe. It is 
under the jurisdiction of the War Department, and has, 
till this time, been reserved from sale with a view of 
making it the great western depot for munitions of war : 
"No where (says Gen. Jessup, in his recent letter to the 
Secretary of "War,) west of the Alleghany mountains, is 
there a better place for the manufacture of implements of 
war than Rock Island." The water power at the head of 
the Island is immense; the Island is high, above all over- 
flow, and healthy, and we anticipate that in less than ten 
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years, it will be the manufacturing place and deposit for 
all Government stores, reciuiaite for our frontier, eveo to 
the Pacific Ocean. 

The long and much agitated question of removing the 
obstructions in the rapids of the Mississippi, Js now settled. 
Congress has made the requisite appropriations. The sur- 
veys of the channel have been made, the contracts let, and 
the contractors upon the ground ready to proceed when the 
water will permit— two hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
will be spent uponthe rapids, and the same amount in build- 
ing the bridge in the next two years, beside the railroad 
depots and manufacturing houses requisite to stock the Rail- 
roads of Iowa- 
Have we not then some claim in point of position as a 
town ; may we not look forward to days of prosperity ? are 
■we not on the line of the great thoroughfare across the 
State of Iowa to Council Bluff's, Fort Laramie, to the South 
Pass, Salt Lake, and to the Pacific Ocean ! Is it then to 
be wondered at, that our towu has doubled its inhabitants 
in the last three years, that four hundred houses were built 
here during the last year, and as many more anticipated; 
that there is not a room ten foot square to rent in the city, 
and that the public houses, and private boarding houses, 
cannot accommodate the people who are emigrating to this 
country ? Is it surprising that real estate commands snch 
high rates, and that money is worth twenty per cent? 

Where, let me ask, are the hordes of starving Europe to 
find a home but in the Great West ? We cannot expect in 
this atrc to wait the slow progress of the settlement of 
former'years. Twenty years ago there were less than five 
thousand white inhabitants between the Lakes and the 
Pacific Ocean ! How there is nearly two millions. Fifteen 
years ago Chicago brought her breadstuffs from Eastern 
States ; now she exports each year not less than five mil- 
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lion bushels of grain, and oneliundred and twenty thonsand 
barre]B of beef and pork. 

Seventoen years ago, T was three weeks making the 
jonrney from New York, by canal and steamboat, to Dav- 
port, but now it is performed in three days, and booq will 
bo done in two. Six yeara ago Chicago had not a foot of 
railroad completed, now there is nearly five hundred miles 
completed within the limits of the State, and over two 
thousand in process of construction. Should the fertile 
soil of lowft, Illinois, or "Wisconsin, be less valuable, now 
that it is placed within two or three days of Kew York, 
than the barren, sterile bills of the Hudson were when it 
took a week to reach the market ! The "West is still iij its 
infancy. It has not yet become of age, not yet passed out 
of its teens. Its resources have not yet been developed. 
It only wants capital, and the handicraft of man to make 
it the garden of the world ! Egypt, with her Nile, may do 
to rehearse in song, but the valley of the Mississippi, when 
properly developed, can never be excelled." 

Davenp&rt, Ma^, 1854. 
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CHAPTER XII, 

Iemp.r»t,-Trabl, Prop,rt;-l«.„t EUitloB-EleMlon of G.i). Sargmt 
—Inaugural Addre35— tnjprovGinsQts— Clo^e of 1857— History of "Past' 
liDished— Editorial from Gazrtte. 

That ball aet in such powerful motion by the moral arm 
of Neal Dow, ditj not stop among the rocks ami pines of 
Sew Englancij'bnt rolled across the continent, till it leaped 
even that majestic cold-water institution—the Mississippi. 
In April, of 1855, a vote was taken upon the passage of a 
Prohibitory Law. In Davenport, the result would have 
delighted the originator of " legal suasion." In Davenport 
Precinct eight hundred and seventy-seven votes were cast 
for and against the Law, of which five hundred and sevenly- 
one were in favor of the Law. Enos Tichenor was elected 
Mayor by the dominant party. LeOlaire gave a majority 
for the law of ohe hundred and sixty-one. The majority 
m the County in favor was sii hundred and thirty. The 
highest number of votes cast in the county was one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-seven. 

The Temperance ticket in August, headed by Wm. Eur- 
ris, for County Judge, was, however, defeated by sixteen 
votes. W. L. Cook was elected Judge, and H. Leonard 
Sheriif. James McCosh was elected as Eecordor on the 
Temperance ticket by a majority of thirty-three. The 
whole number of votes cast in the County »as one thousand 
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nine hundred and fifty-one— in tbe township onethonaand 
and fifteen. 

The value of taxable property in Davenport township 
for 1855 was— 
Total value of land and improvements, $1,424,439 

" - town lota, 1,859,417 

Capital employed in merchandize, 258,334 

" " " manufacture 3, 84,729 

Monies and Credits, 497,138 

Corporation Stocks, 86,121 

Furniture, 37,944 

This, with other property, amounted to a sum total of 
four million four hundred and eight thousand four hundred 
and thirty-three dollars. 

The following statement -will show the manufacturing 
interests of Davenport, May 1856, as compiled by a writer 
for the Chicago Press : 

Hands employed five hundred and twenty-six, capital 
five hundred and eighty-six thousand, value of manufac- 
tures for the year past one million five hundred and twenty- 
two thousand five hundred and sixteen dollars. The sales 
of lumber amounted to seventeen million four hundred and 
twenty thousand one hundred and eighty-seven feet, six 
million four hundred and ninety-six thousand shingles, and 
eight million lath. Of this amount, ton million feet was 
manufactured here, three million five hundred thousand 
from Chicago, and balance rafted down the river. These 
statements do not include the manufactories of East Dav- 
enport— that place not being in the corporate limits of the 
city. Twenty thousand eight hundred hogs were packed, 
and four hundred and fifty -four thousand bushels of wheat 
bought in. 

April 2l8t, the locomotive "Des Momes" crossed the 
Mississippi Bridge, being the first thiug of the kind. At- 
tempts were made to celebrate the event, hut failed. 
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However, the era will cot be forgotten, although unrecog- 
nized by the salvo of artillery, or the plaudits of enthusiasm. 

May 6th, 1856, the steamboat- Effie Afton, while endeav- 
oring to pass through the draw, was strack by a wind, 
and driven against a pier. She took fire, and communi- 
cated to the Bridge the destructive element. A portion 
was burned, and the steamer was a total wreck. Allusion 
is made to this, because a suit was soon after commenced 
against the Bridge Company by the owners of the boat, in 
which some highly important principles were evolved. 
They will be spoken of in their place. 

In August, 1856, the strong feeling, originating under 
the Kansas-Nebraska Act, materially changed the political 
character of the hitherto Democratic County. Timothy 
Davis, Republican Congressional Candidate, received one 
thousand four hundred and seventy- two votes in the County, 
and bis opponent, Shepherd Leffler, ten hundred and thirty- 
six. "W". J. Ruseh was elected over G. C. S. Dow, for 
State Senator, by about the same majority. Eogers, 
"Wing, and Earner, were elected Representatives over 
Dodge, I'arkhurst, and Smallfield. J. W. Stewart was 
elected Prosecuting Attorney over John Johns, Jr., and 
J. D. Patton, County Clerk. Por a convention to form 
a new State Constitution there was one thousand seven 
hundred and four votes ; against eighty-nine. 

In March 1857, Gen. Geo. B. Sargent was nominated as 
an independent candidate for the Mayoralty. B. B. 
"Woodward was nominated to the same office by the Repub- 
licans. Gen. Sargent was elected by seventy-eight major- 
ity, together with the principal nominees of the Democratic 
ticket. John Johns was elected Police Magistrate by fifty- 
two majority. H. "W". Mitchel, Marshal, E. Peck Clerk, S. 
Sylvester, Treasurer. 

At the same election there were in the County forty-one 
majority for Mills, Republican candidate for District Judge 
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— tliree hundred and ninety-eightmajority against licensing 
the sale of Bpiritoua liquors. The Judicial District had, a 
short time previous, heen reorganized, owing to the fact 
that its immense extent precluded the possibility of the 
Court doing one-half of the business which it engendered. 
The new District included Scott, Clinton, and Jackson 
counties. G. C. E, Mitchell, independent candidate, was 
elected. 

The improvements projected under the new municipal 
regime, headed by Gen. Sargent, were extremely liberal. 
Extracts from the Mayor's Inaugural will at once express 
the condition of the city, and the improvements recom- 
mended : 

"The Treasurer's* report of 31st ult., exhibits -v&ry clearly 

*CITY treasurer's REPORT. 



Balance received from Trensarer last jear, 


$2,563 06 


DisideiidB on C. & R. 1. K. R. Stock, 


5,440 00 


Taseain arreer for year 1855, 


1,048 09 


Road fund in arrear jear 1855, 


1,849 75 


City Clerk Licenses, Cemetery Lots, &c., 


m 45 


Mayor for fines, 


fl8 00 


Redemption ofLot for Tnses, 


3 00 


Marshal Taxes for 1856. 


14,600 39 


Real Estate owners on aocoant paving Main street. 


718 25 




1,602 08 


Bale often City Bond loans of 1856, 


5,000 00 


Sale eigbty-four Ehares C. & R. I. R. R. Stock, 


8,400 00 


Two fractional shares C. & R. I. R. K. Stock, 


100 00 


DiTidends on M. & U. R. R. Stock, 


3,648 00 




$46,405 07 



Cnrtent expenses as per city orders, 

Interest commission, and expense on C. & R. I. R. R. Bondi 

" " " on M. Si M. R. R. Bonds, 

Cash paid from Treasury for Road work, 

" Street Commissioner, road fund. Mayor's order, 

" on account paving Main street. 



HOSBdbvGOOl^lC ; 



the financial state of the City. It sbowa that the Finances 
are in an excellent condition. 

It is a source of just pride that, thus far, in our Municipal 
hietory, we have always been able to meet our obligations 
promptly and fully, in consequence of which no city in the 
"West deservedly enjoys a better reputation or credit than 
our own. 

The Treasurer, in his report, does notinclude amongthe 
liabilities of the City the indebtedness to the Chicago and 
Rock Island Railroad, consisting of Bonds due May let, 
1863, for fifty thousand dollars, and Bonds to Mississippi 
and Missouri Railroad, due August 1st, 1865, for seventy- 
five thousand dollars; nor among the assets of the City, 
five hundred shares in Chicago and Bock Island Railroad, 
fifty thousand dollars, and seven hundred and fifty shares, 



Cash paid on ac 




2,088 62 




Brady street and a team boat landing, 


1,19'7 92 




Macadamizing Main street, 


BIO 60 








On ac 




600 00 


Note 


ad interest on account Eoad fund, 


1,081 61 


" ^"''"'^ 


t Commission and eipense onDavenport GaE Stock, 


20i 00 



.CH 31, 1857. 

27 Shares C. & B. I. Railroad Stock @ $100, $2,700 OO 

Interest Scrip Mississippi and Miaaouri Eailroad Company, 64 14 

40 Shares Davenport Qaa Light and Coite Company, 1,000 00 

162 shares Missiasippi and Missouri Railroad stock @ $100, 16,200 00 

Estimated amount due from County Treasurer to Road Fund, 4,oOo 00 

Due from Real Estate owners on Main street, 1,845 00 

" " " " Trout street, 60 96 

Cash in the Treasury, 8,884 C5 

City Tax List for 1B56, 1,900 00 

Due from City Clerk, 634 00 



Deduct estimated Espenditures due and maturing, 



Leaving nominally a balance over indeiitedae 

IT 
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seventy-five thousand dollars, iq the Misaisaippi and Mia- 
Bouri Railroad, for which the Bonds above alluded to were 
issued. 

It is a source of gratification that the issuing of Bonds 
to these Railroad Companies has been of such vital import- 
ance to the advancement of our City, securing, as it did, 
the building of these roads, and thus bringing large acces- 
sions to our Municipal population, wealth and resources. 
During the past year, the dividends on the Chicago and 
Rock Island Railroad brought into the Treaaury some sis 
thousand dollars, more than enough to pay the intereat on 
the Bonda. The liberal policy pursued towards these Rail- 
roads should be extended to other public improvements of 
equally eaaential importance to our City, and full as certain 
to add largely to our prosperity. 

LOAN OF riFTT-NINE THOUSASD DOLLARS. 

Of the fifty-nine thousand dollars loan, voted last year. 
Bonds to the amount of nine thousand dollars only have 
been issued. The loan was divided as follows ; Twenty- 
five thousand dollars for filling out and gi'ading SteamBoat 
Landing ; less than three thousand dollars of which sum 
has been, as yet, expended. Mr. McCammon has a con- 
tract for grading Brady and Seventh streets, and filling up 
the Levee. According to the recent estimate of the City 
Engineer, it will not coat over twelve thousand dollars to 
fill between Harrison and Brady streets. The balance of 
the money will be subject to the order of the Council. I 
would urge ^that the Levee be Macadamized aa aooa as 
practicable, after the tilling in is completed, in order to 
prevent damage by the action of the river current. 

Ten thousand dollars were appropriated for "Water works. 
A Committee have been making examinations for suitable 
grounds, who have, from time to time, reported. Although 
the order for this loan -was made early last i 
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ground has been decided upon. It ia highly important that 
measures should be taken immediately to secure a proper 
site for Water Works, and the neeeeaary surveying and en- 
gineering done to famish an estimate of the cost of pro- 
curing for the City a constant supply of pure water. As 
soon aa aucli estimates are completed and approved by the 
Couticil, 1 would urge the issuing of Bonds for the amount 
required, and the huilding of said Water Worka at once. 

Ton thousand dollars for Fire Englnea and apparatus. 
Of thia amount five thousand five hundred dollarewill have 
been expended (when the Fire Engines arrive here, being 
now OB the way, via. New Orleans,) in the purchase of two 
Fire Engines, and necessary hose and appendages. The 
balance can be expended for a lot and Engine House, or 
towards the building of Oisterna. Either will come within 
the purview of the loan. 

In this connection, I would urge a liberal appropriation 
to the Fire Department for outfit, &c., and liiat a lot be 
purchased, and an Engine House erected, as soon as prac- 
ticable. 

Four thousand dollars for taking stock in the " Daven- 
port Gas Light and Coke Company." This was taken with 
an understanding that seventy-five street lamps were to be 
immediately erected. One serai-annnal payment of 
interest haa already been made, and no signs of street lamps 
yet appear. The Gas Company should be required, at 
once, to fulfil their part of this agreement. The delay that 
has already occurred ia unjustifiable. 

PUBLIC BUILD IHGS. 

Among the many important matters demanding early 
attention, are the securing of a suitable lot for, and build- 
ing thereon, a Hospital, at a cost of, at least, fifteen thou- 
sand dollars. The securing of a lot for, and building a 
City Prison, at a cost of about the same amount. A City 
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Hall, -with offices for all the city officers, and a court room 
for the Police Magistrate, and such other judicial officers 
as may, from time to time, be added to the city Judiciary, 
with a fire proof vault or safe, for the keeping of valuable 
city papers, should be constructed at a cost of not less than 
twenty thousand dollars. In the upper story of this build- 
ing could be built a large Hall, which would, if properly 
managed, pay at least ten per cent, on the entire cost. 

I would suggest the propriety of borrowing fifty thousand 
dollare, on Bonds of the city, principal payable in twenty 
years, for this purpose. 



There has been an urgent necessity for the improvement 
of the streets, &c., in almost every part of the city. I 
would urge prompt action on these matters now, even if the 
necessary funds have to be borrowed on the bonds of the 
city, as the best economy and policy. Good and substantial 
crossings should be made in every part of the city where 
citizens have been taxed for sidewalks ; and a contract 
should be made with some responsible party to keep such 
crossings in good passable condition during the entire 
season. 

The principal streets in the city should be graded with- 
out delay, particularly as a large amount of Macadamizing 
will probably be done this season, and the road fund will 
be entirely inadequate. This Fund is not sufficient to 
make the ordinary street repairs. Other permanent im- 
provements must be provided for by making a loan. A 
loan of one hundred thousand dollars for this purpose would 
be desirable. 

Past experience has shown that the Council should never 
permit a single yard of dirt to be hauled upon the streets. 
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but where they are in bad condition, they should be im- 
proved by ploughing in the guttci-s, and rounding up, as in 
almost every instance the dirt must be removed below the 
surface grade for permanent improvements, like tLat of 
Macadamizing. There is one idea in connection with 
grading of streets, to which I would call your particular 
attentioE. It is easily seen how large a quantity of land 
can be made by an expenditure of twelve thousand dollars 
on the Levee. An expenditure of fifty thousand dollars 
more would make enough land to pay the entire cost of 
making. The River is shallow in front of the city ; and 
by extending the Levee, a better landing can be had than 
now ; and the old landing could be cut up into lots, and 
sold for building purposes. 



A general system of sewerage should be at once adopted. 
There is no city in the world where nature has done more 
towards a natural drainage than in our own ; yeta judicious 
system of sewerage commenced now, and carried out, will 
add immensely to the health of the city, and save, in after 
years, thousands of dollars, and hundreds of lives. 

DAVENPORT. 

Its situation, at the intersection of the two great arterial 
trade currents of the country, would aione give it consid- 
eration and importance ; yet, with rivals above and below, 
generally competing with us for pre-eminence, we must 
not stay our own efforts. Although much has been done, 
more remains to be done. It will not do for us to rest con- 
tent with the success of past exertions, nor trust our future 
to the natural course of events, but with combined and 
well directed efforts on our part, the continued success and 
growth of our city are beyond doubt. 

Situated on the most magnificent natural highway upon 
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the !N'orth American continent, and on what must eventu- 
ally be the main line of interoceanie communication, being 
the only point at which the Mississippi has been bridged, 
and in all probability destined for many years to be the 
only such point in a State that has untold wealth in its 
fertile soil, and commanding al! ife central position, there 
surely can be no uncertainty as to its future importance. 
Its past History, too, gives large promise. It has reached 
its present development with a rapidity unknown, except 
in Western experience. Its founders, and its first citizens, 
are yet active in our midst, and to these, whose experience 
has been its experience, as they look back upon its inaig- 
nifieant beginnings, its early struggles, its times of doubt, 
and remember the few short years that have sufSced for 
the growth and prosperity of to-day^ no speculation, as to 
its future importance, can seem unreasonable or extrava- 
gant." 

The recommendations of Mayor Sargent were not un- 
heeded. Appropriations, forthe various purposes specified, 
were made, and the improvement during the year was 
rapid beyond precedent. Over thirteen hundred Houses 
were erected, dating from August 1st, 1856, to the close of 
the year 1857, two milesj of street Macadamized, four and 
a half miles of gas pipe laid, over two hundred and fifty 
street lamps erected, and thirteen miles of sidewalk laid. 

This sidewalk estimate includes none above the Railroad 
Bridge, none in East Davenport, and none in North Daven- 
port, except Brady street, though they are all within the 
city limits ; these would ceiiainly eke out the measures to 
twenty miles of sidewalk in the city of Davenport, 

The assessed property of the city increased from one 
hundred thousand dollars, in 1851, to one million five 
hundred thousand dollars in 1854, to three million dollars 
in 1855, to three million five hundred and fifty thousand 
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dollara in 1856, and for the present year amounts to five 




million two htmdred and twenty-five thousand ninety-one 




dollars and ninety-one cents. 






A magnificent Engine House was built at an expense of 




five thousand dollars, and engines, with hose carts 


&c., 




purchased. The "Independent Fire Engine and 


Hose 




Company" bad organized some time previously «n 


der a 




Charter from the Legislature, and to them was committed 




the care of the Engine House, and fixtures. 






RECAPITULATION. 






The number of houses erected in Davenport during th 


year 




ending with 1857 : 






Front street, eleven squares, 


39 




Second street, twelve squares, 


53 




Third street, thirty squares, 


126 




Fourth street, fourteen squares, 


42 




1 Fifth street, thirteen squares, 


8S 




j Sixth street, thirteen squares, 


37 




All in the city limits west of Warren and the bluff, 






to the river, except Third street, 


112 




Seventh, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th, 


111 




Eenwick's mill to bridge avenue. 


10 




LeClaire's common, (laborers' cottages,) 


22 




Fulton's addition, 


22 




East Davenport, 


83 




Fulton and Fejary's subdivision, 


20 




Iforth Davenport street, 


250 




Part of city bounded east by Harrison street, south 






; by Seventh street, and north and west by city 






i line, 


150 




1 Built outside of city line, 


106 




1 Total, 


1214 
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Kumber of milea of street Macadamized, 2 

" " sidewalk laid, IS 

" *' gas pipe laid, 4J 

" " street graded and not yet Macad- 

amized, -i 

" street lamps erected, 250. 

Cost of twenty-one buildings erected during tbepast 

year, $511,000. Cost of one building, $75,000 

At the August election. Col. Chas. "Weston, Democrat, 
was elected County Judge, James McCosh, Republican, 
Recorder, and H. Leonard, Democrat, Sheriff. The vote 
for the new Constitution received a majority in its favor, 
and in all other respects, save the two above-mentioned 
officers, tbe Republican measures were victorious. 

The year 1857 closed, after having, to the full, equalled 
its predecessors in the progress and benefits wbieh it car- 
ried to our city. The population increased to eighteen 
thousand, immense improvements were projected and ex- 
ecuted, real estate steadily rose in value, and every 
element of prosperity was rapid and sure in its develop- 
ment. The financial revulsion of the Fall, affected us 
somewhat, but to an extent remarkable for its meagrenesa. 
Ample facts in regard to this will be afforded hereafter. 

The "Winter of '57 and '8 was, up to the time of writing,* 
the most remarkable on record. The river was as clear of 
ice as it was under the sweltering influences of a July sun, 
while the weather was like the balmyness of Spring. 

The prominent occurrence, of the early part of '58, was 
a difficulty between the municipal authorities and the 
Firemen. The former framed an Ordinance, creating cer- 
tain new offices in the Fire Department, which were to be 
filled independently of the Firemen. The latter rebelled 
—refused to attend fires, and held meetings denunciatory 

* February 5tli, 1858. 
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of the action of the authorities. The Council was firm in 
resistance, and matters seemed likely to assume a most 
unpleasant aspect. Mayor Sargent, however, happened to 
attend a fire, when he was nearly mobbed by some Ger- 
mans, indignant at some real or fancied wrong in relation 
to one of their Aldermanic representatives. The Firemen 
rallied round the Mayor, affording him a guard of honor 
and protection. The result was that they received their 
Engines again, and a satisfactory compromise effected in 
regard to the Fire Ordinances. 

Business during the Winter was, as in all other places, 
dull, owing to the derangement of financial affairs, but 
owing to the soundness of business, there were leas than 
half a dozen failures — a fact that challenges equality in 
any other place. East or West. Of these failures there 
■were but two of consequence. 



The " Past" is finished — but a review of the ;fieldjwill 
not be attempted till the "Present" has been minutely 
scanned. Then reflections, which our progress hitherto 
affords, will be indulged in. 

As an appropriate finish, the following article, from the 
pen of au editorial cofrere, is appended. It was written 
May, 1857 : 

" Five years ago Davenport was only distinguished as 
the most beautiful village on the Mississippi river. Rest- 
ing upon the western bank of this great river, and nestling 
in the bosom of a grand amphitheatre, formed by a crescent 
of bluffs circling around the plain, a half mile back from 
the river in front-rthe cliffs of Bock Island parting the 
crystal waves, and old Port Armstrong resting upon these 
walls of stone — the village of Rock Island opposite, and the 
iver coiling off in the distance, glittering like a silver 
18 
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thread for miles — certainly bo lovelier epot ever gladdened 
the eyea of man, than Davenport as a village. It then had 
only about seventeen hundred, or two thousand inhabitants. 
How, we have a population of from fourteen to fifteen 
thousand people, all actively engaged in busineaa, all in- 
tent upon developing to the utmost the great advantages 
of the place, all striving to continue the growth so re- 
markably commenced, and with every incentive to ener- 
getic action. Within five years, Davenport has changed 
from the village to the first city in Iowa, and she is now as 
remarkable for her commerce, trade and manufactures, for 
all the attributes of a flourishing city, as five years ago she 
was for her loveliness as a village. Last fall, we published 
a full list of the manufactures of Davenport, Our own 
citizens were astonished at the extent and variety of man- 
ufactures in the city, and the aggregate annual amount of 
manufactured articles. Since then-, the list has been largely 
increased, and this season will mark an augmentation as 
remarkable as any year's increase since our village history. 
Upon no surer foundation for prosperity can a young city 
rest, than upon her manufactures — but when with these 
are linked so great a river and railroad, or commercial ad. 
vantages, as Davenport enjoys, who can tell when or where 
the prosperity and progress marking our city, at this time, 
may cease ? The people of Davenport feel jastly proud of 
the manufactures of their city. While rival cities are de- 
pending almost entirely upon their commercial advantages, 
and resting their whole future upon this or that railroad 
enterprise, we, enjoying, probably, all their advantages of 
this natnre, place a strong reliance upon the influence of 
various and extended and rapidly increasing manufactures, 
to carry forward that prosperity so happily begun, and so 
wonderfnily marking our present history. We consider 
this no weak reliance, when we reflect upon the amount of 
capital invested in manufactures at this point, the number 
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of persons engaged, and the numbera flocking here for em- 
ployment, in response to the demand, the independence 
given us of distant communitiea in so many particulars, and 
the standard men of means who are continually coming 
into our midet to open new branches of mechanics. We 
anticipate that our list of next fall will show an increase in 
capital, amount of manufactures, nnmber of hands em- 
ployed, &c., of fully one-third over our last year's statistics. 

Commercially, we are situated far enough on the river 
above St. Louis to be entirely independent of the influences 
of that city, and near enough to avail ourselves of its ad- 
vantages as a market of demand and supply. We are at 
tlae foot of the upper Eapids, and the center of one of the 
richest and most thickly settled regions of country in the 
great Mississippi Valley. We have direct connection with 
Chicago by railroad, a distance of eight or nine hours travel, 
and through its railroad with the East, &c. "With the in- 
terior -vee are connected by the Mississippi and Missouri 
Railroad, some time since finished to Iowa City, the capitot of 
the State, and doing an excellent business, and now fast 
being built to connect us with the Missouri river. This 
road is already a great artery of trade and travel, and every 
month is increasing its business, and its value to this city. 
Of other roads in contemplation, we have not now space to 
speak. At this point, the great bridge crosses the Missis- 
sippi, the only bridge spanning this vast body of water in 
its whole length, from St. Anthony to the Q-ulf, It is 
evident that other roads must be drawn to this point to 
obtain a bridge crossing. Indirectly, we consider the 
bridge of immense importance to our city. In itself, it is 
a magnificent structure, and one in which we feel a par- 
donable pride. AVe claim commercial advantages for Dav- 
enport second to those of no other point above St, Louie. 

The very fact of the country, back of Davenport, being 
BO thickly settled, farm after farm stretching out in every 
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direction, like a vast garden, and villages dotting the 
prairie at every atream and grove, with the continued in- 
flux of immigrants, of the best stamina, is, in itself, per- 
haps, sufficient to demonstrate that the wonderful growth 
of our city is but the natural result of plain causes, and 
must continue so long as the causes exist. "We have the 
back country, and the people in the back country, to sus- 
tain a far larger city than Davenport now is. 

The population of Davenport is principally composed of 
the most substantial classes of Eastern people. New Eng- 
land is largely represented in our midst, with enough of 
"Western leaven to add go-ahead energy to backbone I 
The clime is nearly assimilated to that of New England — 
cold dry winters, and delightful summers. At this time, 
there is a great deal of cash capital coming from the Bast 
to this place seeking investment. Consequent upon this, 
in part, there is an immense amount of property changing 
hands, and we have heard of no sale this season, nor do we 
expect to hear of one made under ordinary circumstances, 
in which the seller receives not a full remunerative price. 
Property in the city, and about the city, is steadily in- 
creasing in value, with no prospect of cessation, much less 
of revulsion. It is not above what it should be, even if our 
city had no prospect of future swift growth — but on the 
contrary, it miist continue improving with the progress of 
the city. Propertyin several other upper Mississippi cities, 
not realiy so large as Davenport, is almost or quite double 
what it is here, and rents proportionately higher. In those 
places a revulsion should be expected. Perhaps it were 
better For their real prosperity that it should speedily take 
place, its the present condition of things is driving to other 
points the very men calculated most to build up a city. A 
portion of our daily increase of population is made up of 
mechanics, and others, who cannot go to other places if they 
so desire. 
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Thi]3 much we have hastily sketched of our own city as 
it is. We have not the space to give many interesting 
fates connected with our city, or to more than barely touch 
upon those things in which the stranger is most interested. 
Davenport is healthy and prosperous. The man of capital, 
or the man depending upon his skill, or strong arm alone, 
for success, and seeking a new home, should turn his eyes 
to this place. Let him come and examine for himself. 
He will find at this pOint, on both sides of the river, nearly 
thirty thousand people, with capital and labor unitedly ex- 
erting their wonderful influence, and more capital and labor 
in demand. He will see evidences of prosperity and pro- 
gress for which he may vainly seek among the younger or 
smaller cities of the East or South. Let him become one 
of us, and uniting his energies and industry to ours, grow 
and prosper with us." 
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OHAPTEE XIII. 



COL. GEO. DAVEH-PORT. 



li ORIOINiL 



S NAMED. 



C.ORG. Di™,P„„ wM b«, m th. je«lJ8l, 1. ImdnsMr., EDgtoa, „a, 
.1 n, .g. of ■nenl.m ,,„,, „, pl.o.d with .n Unci, (™t«, of . 1I„. 
ch„t .tap) ,0 1,™ tt, „„.ri„j i„i„, n.ri„g tt, „„, ,!,„ J, 

™,l.d «,nj s„po,l, „„ ihe B.M,, .„a ot r,.no., Sp.ln, .nj Pomg.!. In 
bnrgb, nna ,h„tlj. nfc, l„ ^^ml « .mb.rg. ... l,|d np.n .11 lb. EnglUb 
vessel, m that port— the ressel. taken pos.e.Blon of, and their crews thrown 



..to pmon bj the Eu..,,n aor.rnmenl. Th, crew of Mr. Davenpett's „ucl 
were conJned m an old .ton. chnreh, where thej remained dnri.g a long and 
dreary winter, .mferlng „,, „neb Son, cold uid bonger. In the Spring Hey 
were released, and ib.lr wssel restored to them. After retnrning homo, their 
nea rejage wu from Liverpool te K.w York, with a cargo of gooda-lbis was 
.n the ..amer of 1804. Thej arrived .af.lj at ih.lr de.tin.tlon, ^l bad die- 
charged their load, and taken In a ergo tor Liverpool, and were on the eve if 
...Img when an accident took plaoe, which changed the whole coarse of hi, 
1110. Lvcrv thing was in readiness for sailing, they had ccmmenoed to heave 
tip the anchor, whea one of the .allocs was knocked overboard. Standing 
near the .tern, at the side of the vessel, Mr. D. saw the accident, and imme- 
aiately jnmped Into a .mall boat, and oanghl the .ailor by th. h.lr as be w«l 
going down the last time-drawing Mm up, and holding bin, nnlil they came 
to his .....tance. I, j.mping into the boat, h. .tr.ck en. ef the scats, and 
fraclnrcd lii, leg very badly , and there being no snrgcon on beard, the Captain 
had hin taken to the city, and placed in the hospital, ,Hb dir.ctl.n, for every 
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posaihle care to bo taken of Mm. After remdning there eome two montlia, he 
was advised to go into the countrj to recruit his healUi. Acting upon tliia 
fidvice, he went to New Jersej, Md etoppel at the pleasant tillage of Rahwar, 
where he remained seme time, and then went to Carlillc, Pennsjlvania. While 
here, he became acquainted with a young officer, Lieut. Lawrence, who waa re- 
cruiting for the army. Taking qnite a liking for him, he proposed, that if he 
would enlist he would get him the appointment of Sergeant, which proposition 
was accepted und he received the appointment of Sergeant in Capt. MoLearj's 
Company of the First Regiment of Icfantry. He then went to Harrisbnrg on 
a recruLting expeditions, and remained until they had enlisted the number of 
men reauired, after which they returned to Carlisle Barraoka, and remained 
UDtil the Spring of 1806, occupied in drilling, and learning all tie arts of war. 

They then received orders to join the army at New Orleans, under the com- 
mand of Gen. Wilkinson. Thej walked across the mountains to Pitteburgh, 
and th th y procured boats, and rowed down the river to New Orleane, 

h a rival at that city, they were kept constantly at work repainng 
ani h Id I, new fortiS cations, and patting the place in a state of defence. 
D a h t Summer, the soldiers suffered very much from sickness. In the 
F 11 th ps received orders to march to Sabine River, against "•- 



which espeditio] 



) known as the " Sabine Espo- 



di n The troops were placed in keel boats, and worked their way up the 
M BS pp nd Red River, suffering every kind of hardship and fatigue, hU 
w ath b 1 water, and any quantity of mnsquitoes conld afford, before they 
a n d t Nacbetoohei. During this trip, Mr. D. steered one of the boats, 
and came very near being drowned. In consequence of the boats sheering 
and swinging around, the steering oar knocked him into the river, but fortn- 
nately, as he came up. he seized bold of the blade of the oar, and held on 
until he was rescued. After remaining here a short time, he was sent by Gen. 
Wilkinson with dispatches to " Fort Adams," on the Mississippi. He took one 
man with him, got his provisions into a canoe, and started down Red River. 
When they had reached the great bend, tbey met with an accident, that came 
near losing them their lives. The canoe struck a snag; and npset them in the 
river, but by clinging to the drift wood, they made out to reach the shore, 
making a narrow escape with their lives. LosiEg their canoe, and all of their 
provisions, they were now obliged U> strike across the country to the Missis- 
sippi, traveling over swamps, bayous, sloughs, having frequently to get logs 
together, and make rafts to cross on. 

During this travel, they were nearly eaten up by musqaitoes. At night 
they would build a fire, and make a dense smoke, to keep them off. While one 
of them would sleep, the other would watch, keep up the fire, and looting out 
for " Alligators." They were several days in teaching '■ Fott Adams," and 
were nearly worn out, living only upon what berries and wild fruit they could 
find. 

Peace being made with the Spaniards, Gen, Wilkinson returned with the 
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troops to New Orleans, and as soon ag tlicj arcirefl, they commenced fo pnt 
the place In a state of defence against tho " Burr Espeditioa," which was on 
its wny down tho riTer. There-was great excitement in thecity. The military 
were hept constantly on duty, and in a short time the city was declared under 
Martial Law. During this time, Mr, D. was on duty aa " Orderly" to Gen. 
■Wilkinson. About the middle of December, 1806, he was sent with a guard to 
arrest Dr. Erriek BolimflD, which was effected about twelve o'clock at Digbt. 
'J-'hey surrounded the house, posting sentinels around it to prevent any pos^ble 
esca.pe. When they knocked at the door, a person come and opened it, and 
enquired what they wanted. Thoy replied " Dr. Bollman." The person 
stated the Doctor was not there. They, however, entered, searched the 
bouse, and found theDootflr in his room, dressing himself, when tbey arrested 
him for " Treason," taking him down to the Fort for safe keeping. 

During the stay of the troops in New Orleans, they suffered dreadfully from 
sickness, not being aoovistomed to tho climate. It frequently became Sir. D.'s 
turn to take charge of the men detailed to bury the dead. This was a dread- 
ful duty. The graves could not bo sunk more than three feet, owing to the 
water being so near the surface, while the men had to ball out the water as 
tlioy dug the graves ; and when the coffin was put in, they had to hold it down 
with tbeir spades until the grave oouli be filled up with oarth to keep the 
coffin from floating. The sun's scorehlng heat, and the intolerahle stench from 
the shallow graTes, made this the hardest duty that was poasiblo for any one to 
perform, and a great many lost their lives from the effects of it. Al^er the 
arrest of "Burr," and his associates, and every thing had quieted down, most 
of the troops were sent f<i Natchez, Fort Adams, and other more healthy places. 

In the Spring of 1807 Mr D was «eat with a party of troops to the Hom- 
iohita Siver, In the 1 hoctaw Country where they built a Block House, and 
remained there antil Fall whtn they returned to Natchez. Mr. D. then re- 
ceived orders to go on a recruiting expedition to fill the regiment, which was 
neatly decimated by losses Irom sickness. lie sailed from New Orleans to 
Philadelphia, where he enlisted qu fe a number of men ; going from there to 
Baltimore, and thence to Wmuhester, Virginia, 1809, Here he remained until 
the Spring of 1810, when he was ordered West to join his regiment. They 
walked over the mountains to Pittsburgh. Here they procured keel boats, 
and proceeded down the Ohio, then up the Misaissippi and Missouri to the 
Barracks, at Bellefontaine. He remained hereunti! the Summer of 1812, when 
he went with Capt. Owens' Company, in boats, up the Mississippi, to an Island 
just below the mouth of the Illinois. Here they built temporary fortifications, 
and remained until Fall, to protect St. Louis and the settlements from being 
attacked by the Indians. 

About this time, Gen. Howard organized an espedition to go agdnst the 
Indians on the Illinois river, at Peoria Lake, where tho Pottawotamies had 
several villages. The regular troops were ordered to proceed by water to 
Peoria, while the rangers and volunteera proceeded aorosa the country. Thay 
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got their teel boata in readineBs, and bad the "Cargo Boses" double planked, 
as to make them ball proof — mfule loop and port holea for musketry and 
light pieces of cannon. Thej arriTcd at the foot of Peoria Lake without see- 
ing any Indians — ianded their men, and commenced lo build a Block Honse on 
the top of a high bank, which overlooked the prairie for aome distance. After 
finishing this, they sank a well to supply it with water. Having arraoged 
things so as to draw up the water with a sweep, it was necessary to have a 
grape vine to attach to the pole. Mr. D. baving noticed some grape vines in 
the woods, a short distance from the Block House, took a man with him to get 
one, and soon foand the article in question. They cut it, and were trimmiag 
it, wben an unnsaal sound attracted their attention. Tbey became alarmed, 
and started for the Port, and when tbey reached the edge of the timber he 
climbed a tree to reconQoiter the prairie in the direction of the Block House, 
and to his horror he beheld the prairie swarming with Indians, moving toward 
the Block House. He descended as fast as possible, and told his companion 
that their only chance of escape was by getting under the bank, and running 
for Iheir lives along the shore of the lake, endeavoring thus to reach the 
Block House before the Indians discovered them. They started, but were not 
half way to the Fort before the battle commenced. The firing from the Block 
House, and the yells of the Indians on the prairie above Ibem, increased their 
speed " considerable," and they made, perhaps, the fastest time ever known. 
When tbey approached near the Block House, they found it was impossible to 
reach it, as the Indians were nearer than they were, and their only chance now 
was to get to the gun boats at the lake. When they were about half way to 
the boats, the Indians discovered them, and commenced firing at them, and, 
yelling like a pack of devils, made towards the boata. This alarmed the men 
on board, who commenced to push out into the lake, but, fortunately, one of 
the boats grounded on a sand bar, which accident saved Mr. D, and his com- 
panion. They rushed into the water, and, wading to the boat, pnt their 
shoulders to the how, and pushed it into deep water. During all this time the 
Indians were firing at them, and the balls kept whizing by, making it anything 
but oomfortable. They soon got on board, and under cover. Mr. D. deter- 
mined on revenge, and pointing one of the small cannon, he took good aim at 
the red skins, and applied the match. The gun missed fire. While hunting for 
a primer, some one elevated the piece too high. When he applied the match, 
the piece went off with a tremendous explosion, so much so that be thought 
the whole boat was blown up. The muzzle of the gun had been elevated 
above the edge of the port hole, and when it went off, the whole load struck 
the side of the boat. By this time the brisk firo kept up from the Block House 
and boats, obliged the Indians to retreat. 

Nothing of any importance occurred until about the first of December, when 
a large party of Pottawottaroies arrived with a "white flag," and sent in three 
of Iheir Chiefs to the Fort, and proposed to meet the Commanding ofQcer in 
Council. This was agreed to, and arrangements were made for the meeting a 



MbvGooi^lc 



PAST AKD PEESKNT. 



certain number of Chiefs and BraTesin Council. A place and time were agreed 
upon, and when the time avrired, about forty cf tbe principal Chiefs and 
Braves approached tlie place, dressed in their full Indian costome, headed by 
their principal Chief, the old Plack Partridge Thej were met by the Com- 
manding officer, and all tba otlicers of the post After shaking hands, and 
passing around the Peace Pipe, the old Chief explained hia business They 
wished to be friends with the Amencins, to stop ww and make a treaty of 
peace with him. The Corainanding officer compliraea ted them for the decision, 
and promised to aeod their talk to the Su perm teil dent of Indian Affairs, Gen. 
Clark, at Si Louis, as lie had no orders or authority to treat witb them. He 
proposed that they should send a delegation of their Chiefs and Warriors to St. 
Louis, and he agreed to send some of his soldiers with ihera, to see them safe 
through the while settlements. This was agreed to. So they selected thirteen 
of their principal men, and one woman. The Commander ordered Mr. Daven- 
port lo select four trusty men, and take charge of the Indians, and escort them 
to St. Louis. This was rather an unpleasant duty, for five men to start out 
with a lot of hostile Indians, hut it had to be done — there was nothing to be 
done but to obey orders, and accordingly ho got a sufficient supply of pro- 
visions, and placed them aboard of a Peroguo, and embarking his party, 
started down the Illinois river. The principal Chiefs were Gomo, Senatchwine, 
Sbiggashack, Comas, and Black Partridge. They had traveled but one day, 
when the river froze up, obliging them 'to abandon their boat, and travel by 
land. Each tpok a small quantity of provisions, the remainder was rolled up, 
and placed in a hollow tree. With the provisions, they also had a small ieg 
of whisky, and after giving each one of the party a draua, it was proposed to 
hide it with the provisions, so that the Indians could have it on their return, 
but the old Black Partridge insisted that they should drink it all then. Mr. D. 
told him he could not do so. He then directed them to move on, and his men 
to follo.w in the rear, while he remained to put away the keg of liquor. After 
they were out of sight, he took the keg and concealed it in a different place 
from that mentioned to the Indians, having become alarmed at their con- 
duct, and being afraid they would return, and take the liquor, and get drunk. 
In that case, they were sure to have trouble, and, perhaps, lose their lives. 
He soon overtook the company, but all day the Old Black Partridge was very 
moody and discontented. At night they encamped on a point of the river ; 
and he managed to place the Indians on the point, and his own camp behind 
liem, so that they could not go back without his knowing it. Each had a 
guard to watch the other.. They traveled, In this cautious manner, two or 
three days, when they discovered a smoke across the prairie, which alarmed 
the Indians. They stated that there was a large war party of Sacs out, and 
thought from the smoke it must be them, and if they saw them they would be 
killed, they could not be saved from these formidable braves. This waB not 
very oomfortable news, but they avoided the danger by avoiding the prairie, 
and following the timber, and making no fii-o at night. They traveled on fora 
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number of days, and wien they began to approach tte Sliasiasippi a new- 
danger began to threaten tho imagination of the Indians. The llangers were 
ordered to econr the country as far up aa the mouth of the Illinois, and there 
was great danger of falling in with thom, and their firing on them before the 
Bangers discovered that there were any whites with them. When camping at 
Dlght, the whites hung their hats and coats upon poles, so iJiat in case of an 
approach of the Bangers, the Indians would not be fired upon. 

In this way they traveled, and, after euffering very much from the inclem- 
enoj of the weather, and from hangor, fhey arrired at St. Louis, and were 
very well received, and were soon called to the Council Chamber, and a treaty 
concluded with the Indians, who left five of their number aa hostages for its 
fulfilment. 

Gov. Clark enquired of Mr. Davenport " how it had been possible for him, 
and his party, to reach the white settlements without being seea by the 
Rangers, who were ordered to guard the frontiers iVom a. surprise by the 
Indians V Mr. Davenport replied, " that he had not seen any thing of the 
Bangers, nor any signs of their ever having been to the mouth of the Illinois." 
Some of the officers of the Bangers were present, and overheard the conversa- 
tion, and when they left, they swore they would show Mr. Davenport's party 
whether tliere were rangers on the look out or not. 

Gov. Clark supplied the Chiefa with presents and provisions, and directed 
Mr. Davenport to take the party up the river in a Perogue, and land them at 
the mouth of tbe Illinois river, on the north side, so that they might return 
home in safety. After getting every thing in order, they started on their re- 
turn. They were obliged to keep on the Missouri side all the way up, for fear 
of the Bangers firing on them, as they were very angry at the statements that 
had been made by Mr. Davenport, and had sworn vengeance against him and 
his party on Iheir return. They, however, reached home in safety. 

Mr. Davenport returned to Bellefontaine, and remained there until the Spring 
of 1814, when the first regiment was ordered to join Gen. Brown on the 
Canada lino. They shipped on keel boats, and went down the Mississippi, 
and up the Ohio to Pittsburgh. They then crossed over the mountains by 
forced marches, until they arrived at the town of Erie. They immediately 
embarked on two vessels, and sailed to Fort Erie, where tbey were ordered to 
be reviewed. They put themselves in as good order aa possible, paraded, and 
received orders at onoe to march to Lundj's Lane, and arrived in time to be 
in the hottest part of the battle. This wag very hard service, as they had just 
performed a long and fatiguing journey without an iouc's rest. But the army 
was hard pressed, and had need of every man that could be brought into 
action during the battle. Mr. Davenport had to assist in taking one of the 
officers, who was severely wounded, from the field, and laid his musket down 
to perform the service, and when he returned it was gone. Ho soon found one 
by the side of a British soldier, which he took, and found to be one of the 
"Glengarian Muskets," a very esoellent exchange for the one he had lost, 
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(this old relio is adll feept in the family, in memory of the war,) Mr. Daven- 
port was in many very perilous silaationa during thisservice time, often being 
placed on piquet-guard duty, and during the siege of " Fort Erie," he was on 
duty at one of the batteries niglit and day, with scarcely a moment's rest. He 
was also on duty at Black Rock, in charge of a battery, a part of tlie time. 
At the time of the " sortie," ho was one of the attacking party which drove 
the British from their works. After the seige was over, the troops crossed 
back again to Buffalo, and the First Regiment marched lo Pittsburgh, and 
then by boats to Eellefoataine. Afl«r being there a short time, his term of 
eervioe espired, and he got an honorable discharge, having given his adopted 
country ten years of very active duty, and of the very best part of his life. At 
this time, he was employed by Col, Wm, Morrison, of Kentucky, Government 
Contractor, as his agent to supply the troops with prOTiaions — ^tho Commissary 
Department being at that time under the management of the Contractors. He 
now came to St. Louis, and took charge of several keel boats, loaded with the 
necessary provisions. A large drove of cattle were also purchased, and driven 
through the country. They started np the river, and arrived at the mouth of 
the Des Moines River late in the Fall, and concluded to stop there for the 
Winter ; and built a number of log huts for the men, and for storing the pro- 
visions. It being so late, it vras difficult to build huts in sufficient nnmbers. 
The best he could do, was to put poles into the ground, and nail up green 
hides for siding and roofing, and when they got dry, they made a tolerably 
warm house. This ^Posl was called " Cantonment Davis." The nest year, 
" Fort Edwards" was huilt here. 

In the Spring of 1816, the Eighth Regiment, and a Company of Riflemen, 
under the command of Col. Lawrence, (the very same ofBcer and friend witli 
whom Mr. Davenport had enlisted ten years before,) embarked on boats, 
and started up the river. They arrived at the mouth of Rock Eiver, snd ex- 
amined the country for a site for a Fort, and the result was the selecting of 
the lower end of Rock Island as the moat suitable point. They landed on 
Rock Island on the tenth of May, X81G. Aa soon aa they had completed their 
encampment, he employed the soldiers to cut logs, and built store houses for 
the provisions, and had a bake house and oven put up. This was the first 
building ever erected on this Island. The soldiers now set to work to build 
the Fort, which was named '' Fort Armstrong." At this time, there lived a 
large body of Indians in the vicinity, nambering some ten thousand, divided 
in three vilifies, one on the East side of the River, near the foot of the Island, 
called " Wauppllow Village," and about three milea South, on the bank of 
Rock lUver, stood the famous village of " Black Hawk," and on the West aide 
of the Eiver stood a small village named after an old Brave, " Oskosh." Upon 
the first arrival ot the troops on the Island, the Indians wore very much die- 
BatisfieiJ, bnt the officers took great pains to gain their friendship by making 
them many presents, and they soon became reconciled, and wore most excel- 
lent neighbors. During the first Summer they would frequently bring over 
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Eupplies of Hweot corn, beans, pumpkins, and aueh other vegetables as they 
raised, and present tliem to Mr. Davenport, and the officers, with the remarki 
that they had raised none, and that they tliemselres had plenty, invariably 
vefusJDg to talte any paj-. 

During tbe first Summer au incident occurred, which gave Mr. Davenport an 
Indian name. Some of his cattle having strayed off tbe Island, he took some 
men, and went over to look for them, in tbe bottom, at the mcuth of Eock 
Biyor, but not finding them, they were returning along ibe bank of the river, 
in front of the Indian village. When opposite some of the lodges, a party of 
drunken Indiana came rushing out towards them— his man took to their heels, 
but he stood hia ground ; some dozen of the drunken Indians eeiied him by 
the anus, legs, and coat-tail, while another drunken fellow held a large blaok 
bottle in his hand, and would atagger up and try to hit him on the head with 
it, which blow would require all hia strength to dodge. This manceuver was 
repeated a number of times, nntil he was nearly exhausted, and had about 
made up his mind that the " cursed Indian' would break hie head with the 
bottle, when an old Indian, a friend of his, happened to see what was going 
on, when be cried out " Saganosh, Saganosh!" ("he is an Englishman.") 
These words operated like magic— they loosed holds, an;J commeQced to shake 
him by the hands, and endeavored to be the cleverest fellows in the world. He 
waa ever afterward known, By the different tribes, as "Saganosh," At this 
time he resided near the Fort, and continued to supply the troops with pro- 
visions, but in the second year, he built a double log cabin and store-house 
adjoining, about a half mile from the Fort, and where the present residence is. 
He now, with what little money he had saved, purchased a small stock of 
Indian goods, and commenced the ',' Indian Trader." At this time there waa 
a largo tribe of Winnebagoea, or, as the French called them, Peons, that in- 
habited Rock River country and the Winnebago Swamps. This tribe had a 
very bad name, and were always very hostile and treactierous, and they had 
been in the habit, for several years before, when a trader came among them 
with goods, to kill him, and take the goods, as the easiest way of raaking.a 
short bargain, so that the French traders had been afraid, for some time, to 
go among them. Mr. Davenport, not knowing much about the Indians at this 
time, and hearing that they had large quantities of furs, and that no traders 
bad visited them for some time, concluded that this would be the best place 
for him to trade in. As Boon as the French Traders, (most of whom were in 
the employ of tbe American Par Company,) heard of it, they advised him not 
to attempt it, as he would be killed and robbed, but he determined to try it, 
and fitted out five or sis pack-horses, loaded them with goods, and taking two 
Canadians, Gokey and Degree, with him, started np Eock River. They soon 
reached the Winnebago encampment. He immediately got the Chiefs and 
principal men together, and made them a " talk." He told them he had heard 
that they were in want of many kind of goods, and that they had plenty of 
futs, so he had come up to trade witJi them, but that before he had started he 
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haiJ been Mid that they were a very bad people, acd. ivas advised not to go 
amoag them, but he did cot helievc these stories, and that he had come a.moDg 
them to see fur himself. The Chiefs shook him by the hand, and espreaaed 
great satiataction at the confidence he had in them, and assured him if he 
would irade with them, he should necer have cauae to complain. They then 
sent a cryer through the different encampments, to announce the acriral of a 
trader, and that they maat treat him well. He now unpacked his horaes, 
and placed his goods in one of the lodges, which was offered him. He com- 
menced to trade, and soon sold all his goods, and had received the best kind 
of Furs in payment, and at rery good profits. He now loaded up his horses, 
and started back with Gokey, leaying Degree in charge of a pact of the Furs, 
while he returned to get another supply of goods. He now visited all the dif- 
ferent ancampmente, and met with very good treatment — his trade soon in- 
creased so largely that he established acTeral trading posts on Rock Kivor, and 
maintained them for many years, making a very profitable business. 

At this early time, most of the Indian goods were brought from "Mackinac" 
through Green Bay, then up the Fox Rivor to the "Portage," there packed 
across to the Wisconsin River, then down the Mississippi in "Maokinaw Boats." 
He once sent an order to Mackinaw for an assortment of Indian goods, camp- 
ing equipage, four hands, and a Mackinaw boat, and everything complete, was 
delivered to them at Kock Island. 

Hi3 employees were Canadians, hired for three years, at one hundred and 
tweuty-flve dollars per year, and were vetj faithful hands. Shortly after he 
had commenced trading up Rock River he made a very narrow escape. About 
this time several war parties had gone to attack the settlements, one of which 
had been unfortunate, and had lost some of their men, so that, on their return 
the relations of those that were killed felt very hostile, and determined to be 
revenged at the first opportunity. Not knowing anything of this state of 
things, Mr. Davenport packed up some goods on four or five horses, taking 
Golsey with him, and started up Rook River. They arrived at Prophets Town, 
and went immediately to their old friend, "Wetaico'a Lodge." The old man 
met them, but seemed much alarmed. He shook them by the hand, and said 
he was very sorry they had come at this time ; be was afraid they wonld be 
killed, as there was a war patty just about to start from the upper end of the 
village, headed by the " Crane," who bad lost some relalives, but that he 
would do all be could to save them. Tuis was said to tbem in the Chippewa 
Tongue, as that was generally used by the traders. He invited them to sit 
down, when the yells of an approaching party of Indians was heard. He told 
them to keep cool, and show no signs of alarm. In a few minutes a large 
crowd sntrounded the lodge, whooping and yelling lite so many"" devils.' 
The old man now stepped to the door of his lodge, and enquired what they 
wanted, (in the Winnebago language.) They replied that " they had come to 
kill the white men." The old man now made them a long speech, claiming 
the rights of hoapitallty, and the sacredness of his lodge. He told them they 



H0SlCdbvGOO<^IC 



DAVENPORT 



were fools ! Whj be in so great a hurrj ? Tliat thej had plenty: of time, ks 
the trader was going to encamp just below the Tillage, and would remain three 
or four dajB to ttade! This seemed reasonable, and the cro«i3 assented to it, 
and retired. The old man returned, and aaid he could sayo them, but they 
mast follow strictly hia conncil. lie then directed them to go jnst below the 
Tillage, and pitch their tent near the bank of the river— unpaok their goods, 
tnra out their horses, and make every preparation for remaining several days, 
and in the meantime he would place a light canoe and paddles a little way 
below their tent, and as soon as it was dark, to slip away from their camp- 
fire, jump into the canoe, and float down the river until they were out ot hear- 
ing of the village, and then to paddle for their Uvea, but to lay by in the high 
grass iu the day time, as they might be pursued, and beaded off across some 
of the bends of the river. They followed his advice strictly put up the'r lent 
built a Bre, and spanceled their horses, arranged their gooila and made 
preparations for cooking. Some few Indians came to them and des re 1 to 
trade, bot they pat them oif until nest day tn the scoie of fatigue They 
did this to throw them off their guard. The hours seemed very lonj, but 
darkness came at last, and they stole away irom their encampment, reached 
the canoe, and floated quietly down the river and as soon as tl ey were out of 
sight of the camp-fires, they began to paddle their canoe swiltly down Rock 
Biver. Several times, during the night, they saw camp-fires ahead of them, 
on the bank of the river, and were obliged to drift past them on the opposite 
-■^' under the shadow of the bank. As soon as it waa day-light, they landed. 



hauled their canoe into the tall g 



MCealed themselves during the 



day, and when it was dark, they started again, and paddled all night. Nest 
morniDg they found themselves at the mouth of Rock River, and soon reached 
Bock Island. 

Sometime afterwards "Old Wetaico" visited Itock Island, when he gave an 
account of what occurred. The nest morning after the escape, he said the 
whole village turned out— men, women, and children, marched down to' the 
tent, headed by the '(Crane" and his war party, armed with their tomahawks 
bows and arrows, and painted-singing their "war song," and beaticg their 
drums. They advanced, dancing their war dance, and snrrounded the teut. 
But they soon found " that white man is very oncerttdn." 

Owing to the bad feeling of this part of the tribe, he did not go among them 
for some time afterward. The Winnebagoes frequently came down to the 
Island to trade, in small parties, bat they appeared very sullen and shy. They 
did not like to visit the Fort much. Mr. Davenport felt satisfied thai if they 
got a good opportunity they would kill some of the whites. 

In 18(8, Mr. Davenport gave up the agency of supplying the troops, and 
turned his attention entirely to the Indian trade. He made arrangements for 
building him a house and store, and got the commanding officer (Col. Morgan,) 
to point out the place where be could build without interfering with the Jorls. 
Tbe place selected was the one where his late residence now elands. He put 
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up a double log cabin, with a chimney between them. He now went to St. 
Louig, and purchased a aupply of goods and proTiaiong, and bought a small 
keel boat, ("Fljing Betaey,") loaded her wifli tbem, and returned to Rock 
Island. 

Heretofore, Mr. Davenport had confined his trade principally to the Winne- 
bagoes,buthe now commenced to trade with the Sacs andFosea, in opposition 
to the "American Fur Company's" traders. During the Winter he was con- 
atantiy traversing the prairies of Iowa, and visiting every encampment in per- 
son. He, in this way, selected all the beet furs, while the old French traders 
had very little energy, and seldom left their trading post. In the Spring, he 
would have all hia furs and skins nicely packed and prepared— feathers all 
sacked, bees-was and dears Ullow all barreled— then would load his boat, and 
go to St. Louis, and sell hia cargo, which always commanded the highest 
market price, owing to the good condition in which ererjthing was pat up. 

It was customary, with the Sac and Fox Indians, residing in thia vicinity, 
when they had Sniahed planting their corn, for the young men to go on a 
Summer hunt for Buffalo and Deer, while the old men, and moat of the women 
would go up to the "lead mines" in their caEoes, and dig mineral, smelt 
it in log furnaces, and return back again about the time their com would be 
fit to eat. On these eooasions he would load his keel boat with provisions, 
and a few goods, and go up to Fever River, (or, " Mau-oau-pi-a-a epo," or 
Small Poi Birer, aa the Indians called it,) and trade with the Indians for their 
lead. He also visited the mines on the West side of the Mississippi, {where 
the Dubuque mines were,) and obtained large quantities of lead of them, 
which branch of the trade was yery valuable. 

In the Fail of X6l9, Mr. Davenport, and his family, came very near being 
massacred by the Winnebagoes. A party of twenty of whom, headed by the 
" Urane," arrived about sun-down, and said they wanted to trade. He told 
them he never opened his store after aun-down, that they would have to wait 
until next day. At thia, they seemed to be very much dissatisfied, but he in- 
vited them into the room occupied by hia men, (adjoining the room he lived 
in,) and gave them plenty to eat, and pipes and tobacco, and told them they 
could sleep on the floor, in front of the fire. At this time, he had only two 
men at home, Jerome, and another trader. About bed time, Jerome came into 
his room, and told him lie did not like the conduct of the Indians, that Ibey 
did not act right, that they had laid down without taking off their moccaains 
or other things, and that he was afraid to sleep in the room with them, and 
that they intended to do some mischief. He told Jerome to bring in the other 
man, and their blankets, and sleep on the floor. The two rooms were divided 
by a chimney, with a short passage at one aide, from one room to the other, 
with a door at each end. Jerome, and the man, came in with their blankets 
and guns, and laid down on the floor, with their guna beside them. Soon 
after, one of the Indians came in, and said, he wished to sleep on the floor, as 
the other room waa rather crowded. He secured permission to do so. As 
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soon as the men bad laid down, Mr. Iiarenport esamined every tiling, to see 
that the guns were all in their proper places, as he generally kept a number 
always loaded, staadiiig against the wall ready, in case of an attack. He then 
put a saci of sweet corn against the door, (locks were scarce in those days,) 
and retired to betl, but not to sleep. About the middle of the night, Jerome 
tnrned over, and, in doing so, rattled bis powder horn. This alarmed the 
Indian, who sprang to his feet, and, giving a yoU, rushed into the other room. 
By tbis time, Mr. Davenport, and his men, were up, with their guns in their 
hands, and when the Indians, in the other room, came rushing through the 
narrow passage, leveled their guns at them, and told them to move back, or 
they would fire on them. The Indians saw that they were prepared to fire, so 
they retreated, and shut the door at their end of the passage, and placed every 
thing they conld find against it, to barricade it. Mr. Davenport did the same 
at the other end, and, with his men, stood on guard until sun-rise, expecting 
every moment some kind of attack wonld be made on them, but daring the 
whole time they conld not hear the least noise. As soon as it was light, they 
began to reconnoiter, but could not see any thing of the Indians — they had 

Some time afterwards, Mr. Davenport learned that the party had Btarted out 
with the intention of killing the whole family, and plundering the store. 
Their plan, at first, was to get Mr. Davenport into the store, where they in- 
tended to tomahawk him, and then kill the rest without firing a gun, for fear 
of alarming the Fort. Their nest move was to place the Indian in the room to 
sleep, so that he could get up, when all was asleep, and tomahawk as many 
as he could, and at the same time to give a yell, as a signal that they should 
come to his assistance. But a " guilty conscience" frightened him, when the 
Prenchman moved. He thought he was going to take the start of him. Fail- 
ing in this attempt, they sUU kept prowling about the neighborhood, watching 
for any straggler who might ventnre out alone. They at last succeeded. Two 
soldiers got pei-mission to go into the woods to cut a stick for-axe helves. 
They were oaolioned not to go far from the Fort, but at snn-down, when the 
roll was called, it was found they were missing, and fearing they might be lost 
in the woods, one of the cannon was fired off, so they might know the direc- 
tion of the Fort. Nest morning, Lieut. Stubbs, and a party of soldiers came 
up to Mr. Davenport's house, and informed him that the two men were missing. 
He stated that he heard, the day before, about noon, the report of two guns, 
and had no doubt they were killed. He then got all of his men, and with the 
soldiers, formed a, line, and struck across the Island in the direolion of the 
sound of tha gun, and when they bad reached the middle of the Island, they 
found their bodies. Both had been shotand scalped ! 

In 1822, Mr. Davenport established a trading post at Fever Biver, in cbarge 
of "Amos Farrar." This waa a very good point, at this time, for trade with 
the Indians, for furs and lead. He also had trading houses at Flint Hills, 
mouth of the Iowa River, Wanpsipinica, and Makqnoketa Riversj besides 
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three on Rook River. To attend to them all, and have them properly sup- 
plied, kept him constantly Irayeling from one post to another, sometimes OE 
foot, sometimes ia a canoe, and sometimes on. horseback. Hla principal depot 
■was on Rock Island, Here all tlie furs and akiaa had to be collected together, 
acd here the oat-fits of goods were made np, and sent off into the different 
parts of lie country. 

In 1823, the first steamboat arriTed — the " Virginia." She was loaded with 
provisions for Prairie du Chien, and mas from Wheeling. Mr. Davenport was 
called upon to Pilot her over the Rapids. He took hia old " Patroon Debute" 
with him. They were three or four days getting over. At this time quite a 
number of persons went up to Pover River to work the mines. Col. Wm. 
Johnson, of Kentucky, had obtained permission of the government to work the 
minoB, and passed up the river with several keel boats loaded with pcoviaions 
and tools. In a ahort time quite a Tillage was formed at Fever River. 

Two magiatrates were appointed about this time by Gov. Caaa, of Michigan 
Territory. The following letter, written at the request of aome of the inhab- 
itants, will show the state of feeling at the idea of being in that Territory; 
"Rock IslAKD, January; 1826. 

Sir: About a year ago two magistrates' ooramissions were forwarded by 
Got. Cass, of Michigan, to two respectable inhabitants of FeTor River. They 
were recommended by a gentleman from Michigan, then concerned in a com- 
mercial way at that place, on the presumption that it belonged to Michigan, 
and one of the gentlemen so appointed acted by virtue of hia o 
The people were dissatisfied at the idea of being attached to a Territory bi 
mote, and with whom, in a whole age, thay could have no si 
Laat Spring they had the pie f t d t, th t th ttl m t F 

River rightfully belonged to 111 — p n wh h th mag t t g d 
the authority of Michigan, deldd fmlgt 

Of course, they are at present wkward h h 11 

authority, and it is the cord Iwh fhpm tpjlt ftbt 

place, that no time may be 1 t pp th p ( mm J d by 

them some time since aamgtt) ml M Mk dJh 

Connelly. 

M t R p tf lly S \ 

C DA\BNPURT 

D, D. Smith, Esq., Atlas, Pike county, lUinoia. 

N, B. Have the goodneas to send me a prompt reply, (by the Military ex- 
press, who paaa through your town,) stating, circnmstandally, all the forms 
necessary to the completion of the business, as I am much concerned in the 
altimate welfare of the upper country, and you will much oblige. 

I am informed that lately the Sheriff of Prairie du Cbieu (Crawford county, 
Michigan Territory,) visited the mines people, and exacted poll tax from them, 
some of whom were simple enough to pay, others manfliily refused, and it 
gave umbrage to all, G. D." 
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The mails were carried, at thia time, by espresB, from the Fort ; the nearest 
Post Office was at Clarkavillo, Missouri. In tho Spring of 1825, Mr. Daven- 
port received the following letter : 

" Gkneeal Post Office, I 
Washington Cily, 23ii April, 1825. | 
Sir .■ From the informatiou I have receiTed, I conclude it will be agreeable 
to jou to accept of the office of Post Master, at Itock Island, MisEoari. I 
herewith send you a copy of the law for regulating the Post Office, a key for 
opening the mail, and forms, and directions conformable therewith. You will 
find these at the Clarksville Post Office, Missouri. After executing the bond, 
and taking the oath, you may proceed in the duties of the office without wait- 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

JOHN McLEAN. 
To Mr. Geobce Davkspobt." 

lu the Fall, Mr. Davenport received his commission, but it was two or three 
years before he took the oath of office, as their were co oificer to administer it. 
In the Fall of 183G, Mr. Bostwiek, Pr, agent of the " American Fur Com. 
pauy," arrived at Rock Island, and made an arrangement willi him to become 
ft meraber of that OoiapaQy, purchased all his goods, trading posts, &c. Gave 
him the management of the trade from the mouth of the Iowa River up to 
Turkey River. Mr. Ruasol Farnam having charge of the trade below, and 
hia main depot at "Fort Edwards," Mr, Eollette had charge of the trade 
above — his principal depot at " PrMrio du Chien." 

A few extracts from his daily record may give some idea of tie " times :"' 
1826. Oct. '21. Thos Forsyth, Indian Agent, and Dr. Craig, left here on 
Oapt. Cniver's keel boat tor St. Louis. 
Oct. 30. iar. Rollette'a keel hoat passed down. Mr, Ingraham on board. 
" 31. Mr. Lamalease left here for Rock River to build trading houae, 
" " Lieut. Clarke arrived witli keel boat loaded with corn for St. 
Peters. 

Oct. 31. Broaght mail. Sent mail by Lieut. Clarke for Prairie du Chien. 
Hot. 1. Great fire across the river — all our hay stacks burnt. 
" " RuEsel Farnam arrived in keel boat Oregon. 

i' " Mr. Bark, a Virginian, arrived, who had been lost aisteen days on 
Rock Eiver. 
Nov. 4. Mr. Farnam left for St. Louis. 

" " Mr, Buck left for the mines— furnished him with a Lorae. 
Nov. 5. Mr. Man's keel boat passed down from lead mines. 

" " John K. Forsyth arrived from trading house on Rock River. 
Nov, 6. Casnor, and my men, arrived with a canoe load of "coal" from 



" Oliver Perry" came in sight ; put to, on account of 
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Not. S. " Oliver Perrj" passed up at 9 o'clock A. M. ; two bark canoea ar- 
rived from the mines ; laid by on aeconnt of the wind : Capt. Lowe on board. 

Not. 9. Keel boat Missouri airiTed at ten o'clock, and departed at three. 

Not. 13. Boat arriyed from Eook River. 

Not. 16. Winnebago Chief, Carimonne, arrived from Waupsipinica. 

Not. 20. Keel boat Missouri, Capt. Otis Reynolils, from the mines, loaded 
TTith lead, for Davenport & Co. Martin Smith, and two men, arrived to es- 
tablish a wood-yard at the mouth of Rock River. 

In the Spring 182t, Mr. Davenport started On a visit to his native place in 
England, after an absence of twenfy-threo years. He remained here about a 
year — visited Loudon, and all tbe principal oities. lie returned in May, 1828, 
to Rock Island. Dqring this year, the first eettlemenls were made in this 
vicinity. Two families (Judge Pence and his son,) arrived on the 0th day of 
December, at Black Hawk's village, and moved into the Indian houses. One 
of them occupied Black Hawk's Lodge. Several more families came directly 
after, among whom were John Spenter, Jonah Case, Wm. Brasher, Kinah 
Wells, Joshua Vandruff, Archy Allen, Geo. Hariand, Thos. Hubbard, and Jno. 
Danforlh. On the 27th December, Mr. Davenport's daily record says ; " Geo. 
Wells came down for provisions, he having settled on the Rapids. He makes 
the tenth settler in our neighborhood, and one preacher, Rev. John Kinney, 
■who preached the first time on the Islaoil 29th January, 1829." During the 
first year the aettlera suffered very great hardships, and Mr. Davenport for- 
"'"'"' T oftbem provisions and groceries, until they got their farms under 









In the Spring of 1829, the Indians retarned to their village, and found the 
whites occupying their houses and corn-fields. Mr. Davenport used all hia in- 
flnence with the Indiana to induce them to remoTO t© the West aide of the 
Mississippi, and partly succeeded. Wanpello removed his village to Musca- 
tine Slough, and Keokuk, with part of the Sacs, removed to Iowa river- 
but Black Hawk, and the remainder of the Sacs, refused to go, claiming that 
they never had sold their lands. 

In Mr. Davenport's record we find, August 5th : Slenmhoat Josephine, with 
two keel boats, arrived ; purchased one thousand bushels of com to pay the 
Foi Chiefs for their improvements. August 14. The Fos Chiefs refused to 
receive the corn, for fear of being blamed by the Sacs for selling their village. 

The Indian Agent, and the commanding officer, used every argument to get 
Black Hawk to move West of the Mississippi, but without effeet. In 1830, Mr. 
Davenport visited Washington City to see the President, (Gen. Jackson,} and 
Secretary of War, and recommended that the Government pay the Indiana a 
few thousand dollars, (which they could well afford to do,) and that from hia 
knowledge of their character, and onsloms, he felt satisfied that they woald 
remove without any further trouble to the Government. This plan nas not 
approved of by the President, who declared that they akoulil move off. 

In the Spring of 1831, the Indians again returned to their village, and 
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shortly afterwards, Gen. Gaines, with foor or five companies of Infantry, ar- 
riTed. Got. Eeynolds also reoeiveil a requisition for a number of companies 
of mounted volunteers, wliich were soon raised, aod were on liieir way to 
Eook Kiver, nnder command of Gen. Joseph Duncan. Shortly after. Gen, 
Gaines arrived. He notified Blaclt Hawk to meet him in Council at the 
Agency, (which was half a mile from the Port.) On the day appointed Black 
Hawk, and a large number of Warriors, arrived on the Sonth side of the 
Island, and marched across to the Council Chamber. They were dressed in 
the full war costume, and most of them armed with bows and arrows, and 
war clubs, and what seemed singular, it was noticed that their bows were all 
bent, and ready for use. 

Directly afterwards Gen. Gainea arrived with his Staff Officers and an Or- 
derly, hut had no guard. They entered the CounoilRoom and arranged them- 
selves at one end, while Black Hawk and his party occupied the other three 
sides and the center. Mr. Davenport noticed that they acted in very bold and 
defiant manner, and that the friendly Indiana appeared to be much alarmed. 
He went to one of the officers and advised him to send the Orderly as qnickly 
as possible to the Fort and have a strong guard sent up, which was done at 
once. The Council commenced by Gen. Gainea addressing them, and stating 
why he had come, and that they must move off or he woald be compelled to 
use force. He made the enquiry, "who this Black Hawk was, that was giving 
the Government so mach trouble?" This offended Black Hawk very much, 
and the Indians became very escited. They began to call across the room to 
one another, and seemed to try to increase the excitement of those on the outer 
side, by their yells and whooping; but fortunately the guard now came up, 
which fact, Mr. Davenport thought, was all that saved them from being 
attacked and massacred. 

The first Black Hawk war now commenced, but was of short duration. 
When the large number of volnnteera arrived in sight of the village, Black 
Hawk thought they were too strong to fight, and accordingly he moved to 
the west side of the river during the night. In the Spring of 1833 Black Hawk 
returned with his party, more hostile thap ever. The inhabitants all flocked 
into the Fort with their families, for protection. Mr. Davenport fortified bis 
houae, built a stockade around it with basUons at two corners, in order to use 
a small swivel for protecting the sides, and had his men all well armed, and 
their places pointed out in case of an attack. He had been informed that the 
Black Hawk party had determined in council, that he and two others (Gen. 
Clark and the Indian Agent,) should be killed, as thoy had done so much to 
weaken their party. "Neapope" was appointed to carry out this threat; but 
Black Hawk having passed on up Rock Kiver and the troop following him, the 
people here were not molested. 

During the Black Hawk war Mr. Davenport received a commission from 
Gov. Eeynolds, appointing him acting Quarter Master General, with the rank 
of Colonel. In the latter part of the Summer of 1832 the Cholera bioke out 
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among tho Iroopa on the Island, and raged fearfully for about ten days ; oro 
Jmcdrea died out of a poruhlitn of fonr hundred every persoo was dread- 
fully ilirmed An incident occured dnnn^ this time whioh will show tlie 
state of feeling Mr Divenport Mr LeCIiiro ani a lonng OfScer were 
staniing together in front of the store ona niorumg The Offieer had been 
giving thim an account of tl e number of doitbs ajid new cases, when an 
Orlerly came up to them with a mes-sage from Gen Si,ott to Mr. LeClaire, 
requeatiBg h m to come down to thu Fort as soon as possible. Mr. LeOlaire 
looked at Mr. Davenport to know what excuse to make. Mr. Davenport, after 
a moment.replied to the Orderly to tell Gen. Saott that Mr. LcCIaire could not 
como, as he was quite sick. Tho Offieer and Orderly Innghed heartily at Mr. 
Davenport and Mr. LeOlaire being so much alarmod ; but next morning the 
erst news they received from the Fort, was, that these two men wore dead. 

At the time the cholera broke out at Fort Armstrong, there was two Fox 
Chiefs confined in the guard-bouse for killing the Menomonios at Prairie du 
Chion, and had been given up by their nation as the leaders, on the demand 
of our Government, and were awaiting their trial. Mr. Davenport interceded 
foe them with the Commanding officer, to let them oat of their prison, and 
give them the range of the Island, with a promise that they shonld be forth- 
coming when they were wanted. The Indians were released, and they pledged 
their word not to leave the Island until permitted to do so by tho proper au- 
thorities. During all the time the fearful epidemic raged upon the Island, and 
every person wasfleeingfromit, that could getaway, these two Chiefs remained 
on the Island, hunting and fishing, and when the sickness had subsided, Ihey 
presented themselves at the Fort to await their trial, thus showing how bind- 
ing a pledge of this kind was with this tribe of Indians. Mr. Davenport, for 
many years, was in the habit of crediting the Chiefs of the different villages 
for from fifty to Mitj- thousand dollars worth of goods annually, having nothing 
but their word pledged for the payment of them, which they always fdthfnily 
performed. 

In 1833, Mr. Davenport built his late residence, and moved out of his " Old 
Cabin." In 1S34, Koek Island county was organized, and John Spencer, John 
Vannatte. and Mr. Davenport, wore elected the first County Commissioners of 
that county. The county seat was located, and the town of Stephenson laid 
out, (now the city of Rock Island,) and the lots sold at public sale. Thej 
established roads, and built bridges, in various parts of tho county. They 
were re-elected several times, and their administration of the affairs of the 
oounty gave very general satisfaction to the people. 

In the Fall of 1835, Mr. Davenport, Maj. Smith, M^. Gordon, Mr. Hajnbaugh, 
Mr. McGregor, Mr. Colton, and Capt. May, purchased a claim of Mr. LeClairo 
(ho retaining an eighth part,) upon which to lay out a town. The proprietors 
agreed to name it Davenport, in honor of their friend, Mr. Davenport. The 
town was surveyed and laid out by Major Gordon, assisted by Mr. Bennett, 
21 
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who were, at thia time, engaged by QoyernaiBiit to sarvej Mr. LeClaire's 
" Reserves." 

In tlie Spring of 1836, Mr. Darenport sold the site upon which the famous 
" Rook Island City" w^ laid out, (near the raoutli of Rock Rirer,) retaining a 
quarter interest. In the Fall of that year, he, and some others, purchased an 
interest ia Mr. LeClaire's Reserve at the head of the Rapids, upon which they 
laid out a town, which they named LeClaire, in honor of Mr. LeClaire; and 
about the same time he purchased an interest in the town of Port Byron, on 
the opposite sido of the River, thus becoming interested in the rise and pro- 
gress of all the towns in this Ticinity. 

In the Pall of 1831, Mr. Davenport accompanied Keokuk, IVapello, 
Poweshiek, Black Hawk, and about forty of the principal Chiefe and Braves of 
the Sao and Fos nation, to Washington City, and assisted Government, by his 
influence with the Indians, in making a very good purchase of a large portion 
of Iowa. 

About thia time, Mr, Davenport purobasod an interest in Mr. LeClaire's Re- 
serve, adjoining tbe town, upon which they laid out the first addition to the 
town of Davenport, of about twelve l)locks, and the following season another 
addition was laid out by Mr. LeClwre, of which Mr. Davenpolt purchased one 
third interest. 

In the Spring of 18SS, Mr. Davenport and Mr. LeClaire bought a large stock 
of goods, and opened a store, under the firm of Davenport & LeClaire, on the 
comer of Front and Main streets ; this was considered tbe largest store in the 
country for some time. Persons came a great distance to purchase their 
goods and provisions. 

Mr. Davenport still continued the Indian trade at his store on Bock Island. 
The Indians came in from the Iowa, DesMoines, and Cedar Kivers, about every 
three months, for their supplies. 

In 1838, Mr. Davenport received tbe following letter from one of the Pro- 
prietors of Daveuport, who was sutler to the troops in Florida, which may be 
iuteresting to some of the readers of this work ; 

Tampa Bay, September 3, 1B58. 
Dear Sir ; I have no doubt you have long sioeo concluded that a certain 
person, P. G. Hambaugh, is " Co-ga-co;" I did anticipate the pleasure of re- 
turning to your place ere this, but have been disappointed. I have no doubt 
but you know as much about the Florida war as I do ; there will be another 
■winter campaign, but whether on a large or small scale I am not able lo say. 
Some gentleman in Havana has proposed furnishing " blood hounds" for the 
purpose of hunting down tbe Indians in the Hammocks, and his plan is looked 
upon by a majority of esperienced officers as the most feasible one yet sug- 
gested. The Governmentwill, I presume, condemn this mode of warfare, how- 
ever, as being too inhuman to be praeticed by a civilized nation, and it is too 
expensive to be undertaken by any individual. 

I am told Davenport goes ahead. I wish to God I was there, with a few 
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thouaand dollara. What is the prospect of Eecuring the town to the proprie- 
tors bj pre-emption ? I liope jou and Mr. LeCIaire will use every exertion to 
do 90, and also to protect mj interest while I am absent. I make thiB request 
because I shall undoubtedly {if I live,) return there, and make it my pennaneat 
residence; nothing keeps me in this infernal country but the prospect of 
making enough to place me in easy circumstances when I return, and another 
winter's campaign will do it, unless I meet nith some anforseen misfortune. 
Write to ma, and give mo all the local news; tell me if Davenport is the 
" County Seat," and if it is to be the "Capital of lowaf tell me mho the 
prominent men about Davenport are. What has become of Gordon ! 

Kemember me lo all my frieada, and particularly to " Mosijuatoe." 
Your friend, 

P. Q. HAMBAUGH." 

Id the fall of 1841, the Indian payments were made at the Agency on Des 
Moines River. The Indians from all the different Tillages gathered there to 
receive their annuities. Mr. Davenport, and most of tbe Indian traders, at. 
tended there, during the payment. Gov. Lucas, Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs in Iowa, made an attempt to make a treaty with the Saca and Fosoa to 
purchase all their lands within the State, but ntterly failed. He had deter- 
mined he would make a treaty with the Indians without the assistance of the 
Traders, and that they should have nothing to do with it. He was partic- 
ularly opposed to the American Fur Company, (then Pr. Chouteauju & Co.) 
He ordered them to retire to their trading house, about a mile from the 
Agency, and posted a guard of dragoons at the house, to prevent any oommu- 
nicatioQ with the Indians. Among those that were placed under guard with 
Mr, Davenport, was Mr. LeCIaire, as he was considered friendly with tbe Fur 
Company and the Indiana. When he had assembled the ChietS and Braves of 
the two tribes, he made them his proposition — to buy their country. The 
Chiefs replied, that they always consulted their old friends, whom they had 
known for many years, and had the greateat confidence in, and that they had 
understood their old Traders had been placed under guard, and not allowed to 
have any communioation with them, they, therefore, declined making any 
treaty with him. 

In 1842, Gov. Chambers made a treaty with the Sacs and Fosea. He took 
a different plan. He told the Chiefs to select any of their white friends they 
might choose, to assiat them in making a treaty. They selected Mr. Daven- 
port, Mr. LeCIaire, Mr. Sanford, and Mr. Phelps. By this treaty tbe Indians 
sold all of their lands within the State of Iowa, and agreed to remove West of 
the Miaaouri 'River. 

After thia treaty, Mr. Davenport withdrew from the Tur Company, and gave 
up the Indian trade, being engaged in thia business about twenty-three years, 
during which time he had made twenty trips to St. Louis with hia keel 
boat. The shortest time in coming from St. Louis to Rock Island was eleven 
days, having a foir vrind most of the time. The longest trip waa forty days. 
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Hr. Davenport now devotod his time to the iroproTcment of liia properlrf in 
DlTenpoct and Rock Islanil. About this titae lie laid out on addilion to the 
flouriehiog town of Moline. 

Mr. Davenport was of a very ftee and generous disposition, very jovial, and 
very fond of company. He now, generally, spent the Winters iu St. Louis or 
WasMngtonCity. If he traveled on a steamboat, or while at his hotd, ho would 
always have a crowd aronnd him, listening to his anecdotes and stories. He 
never aued any one in his life, and coizld not hear to see any one in distress 
without trying to relieve them. lie enjoyed eieellent health and spiritB, and 
had the prospect of living many years to enjoy the comforts for which he haS 
toiled so hard for many years, but he was struck down by the hand of one of 
a band of robbers, in his own home, on the fourth of July, lUa. He died 
aged sisty-two years. 

The following lines were written by Dr. E. Keakup, who was present: 

Ilarkl What that Bdnna that tuakoa «io mgler 

Cost hia rod nsiae. HarkI again; Ihatorj, 

'Tis murder !— tile dteadrul words aie 

EdLOed biiok the wmclTand tlirougb, wbili? 

ConBternation wna Is graven deeply in tho lines of every fiioo; 

The litart, firsC checked, now leaps with tanTiiltnon& tittae, and tho W'lrni Iilooi?^ 

That woa wont to ran lie droult mildlj ttrongh, cloge tho Bwollonvoia. 

^Twoaa^ad Bcine. Upoa bis dying bed, abnaed, denpoll'd, lay ono 

Whom WQ (so long had ho sojouraoa on that llilr IbIo,) had loci'd npon aa Fortion 

Hlg long &ir hair diaheverd by the brutal lian± 

IIJB life was ebbing Siat, as flow'd tte-euehlog heart's blood froEI his wonud, 

How ohang'd tha sconot Lhat in the mom 

WasjorandgliidneBB; pity end despaJr or schcinee of dark itrenge, 

And tlien with hoavj- hoart the Uuung wonna elow thsit homewaiij wnj. 

And sad, ojid silent, as tha grave. 
In conolnding tho life of Col. Davenport, it may be weil to add a few lines 
regarding hia life apart from the mere incidents in which he was involved. 

Hie life, as has been seen, was a long and active one— the position he oe- 
capied required anything but a human drone to fill it — and his whole career, 
from beginning to close, was replete with ceaseless activity. Although of 
trans-atlantic extraction, he was the true type of the American — possessing 
indomitable resolution, a restless desire to progrMS, with an invincible deter- 
mination to overcome obstacles, and achieve success. Added to these qnal- 
ities, was an eminent ability t<i read human nature, to resolve its problems, 
and array the prejudices, motives, hostilities, or what not, of all about him, in 
a manner that finally best dded Ms own undertakings. Especially was this 
last circnmstance ptominent in all his dealings with tho Bed Man. He read 
iiemaaniCT, approached them as such, and by thishnmane and judicious pro- 
cedure, received in almost all cases from them such U 
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to each other. He was worthy of nil iionor foe the love borne him by the 
savage — it is an eridence that, like the philanthropic and immortal Penh, he 
rose above the vulgar and inhuman prejudices of tbe age, and found in the 
Indian, if not a brother, at least a consoientioua being, who eould be driven 
to deeds of revenge and carnage by ill-treatment, or could be made a firm, 
reliable, honorable friend, by treating him as a mak. 

Much as Mr, Davenport's courage, perseverance, enterprise, and ability, de- 
mand admiration, there is still something more than these commanding our 
respect and honor — something which is more lustrous than wealth, better 
than position or title — it was his HuMisiTT ! Had men. of his bias dealt with 
Black Hawk, and his " Bridsh Band," less gory scalp locks would have 
decked the belts of warring savages — less blood have been shed, and the entire 
fearful drama of devastation, slanghter, and carnage, which was enacted 
upon oar frontiers a few years since, would have boon wholly omitted. 

Honor to his ashes —ho sleeps in a grave whoso proud epitaph reads — 
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CHAPTER XIY . 



ANTOINE LeCLAIRE. 



Antol-ie LuClaiee was born December 15, 179^, at St. Josepb, Michigan, 
Ills father wrt? a Csvnadiau Frenchman, his mother the grand daughter of a 
Potlpnolloiiiie Chief. At this time the territory of llie North-west, out of 
which liMlf a dozen mighty States liiive been formed, was peopled almost solely 
by the reil man, with here and there one of b different race, fearless enongb to 
brn¥e the perils of a frontier life, among the dnskj denizens of the wilderness . 
the father of AntoineLe Claire was one of these. 

Ill 1308, he established a trading post at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, exchanging 
Eianufaeturcd articles for various kinds of furs. lu ] 80^), he engaged more es- 
tejisively in the buainess, in connection with John Kiusey, at Chicago, (Fort 
Dearhorn then,) Ulinoia. In 1812, thongh surrounded with the Indian tribes 
with whom he was trading, and who, through the influence of British emia- 
saries, were generally hostile to the United States, Mr. LeClaire esooused the 
American cause, engaged actively in the service- 
where, with others, he was taken prisoner. The 
Alton, lUinoiJ, but were released during the saiiii 

About this period, at the solieltation of Gov. i 
LeClaire entered the Government service, .lud w 
might acquire a proper knowledge of the Bug 
acted as interpreter under Capt. Davenport, atF< 
year returned to Peoria, where, in 1820, be n 
Sac Chief, Aeogita, (the Kettle.) The same year 
watch the movements of the Indians in that lo 
Fort Armstrong in 1827, and was present as in 
treaty was made by which the Uolted States pu 
tribes the territory West of the Mississippi River 

inconsequence of cholera among the soldiers a .^»,>„,.g, ,.uo uc^t,, 

which would otherwise have been held in the Fort, was transferred to the 
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Iowa. Ebore opposite. Here the great Chief of tlie Saes, Keokuk, made a re- 
serve of a section of land, which be donated to Mr. LeCiaire's wife, requiring, 
as on only conditioB, that Mr. LeClairo should build his house on the section, 
and on the epot then occupied by the marquee of Gen. Scott in making the 
treaty; wliich condition he afterwards filled to the letter. The Sacs and Foses 
also gave him another soction at the bead of the Eapida, ■where LoClaire now 
stands. The Pottowottomies, in the treaty of Prairie du Chien, reserved two 
seotiona on the liliuoie side, which thej presented to Mr. LeClaire. The 
flourishing town of Mellue is situated on this reserve. 

The treaty was ratified by Congress tb» following Winter. In the Spring of 
1833, Mr. teClaire erected a small building, or " ehantj," in the thou Fox 
village, " Morgan," which had occupied this ground for years previous. Of 
the tribe having this as their bead -quarters, Maguopom was the head warrior, 
and Fomeshieh head obief. In the fail of 1831, the Sac and Fos Indiaus left 
here for the Cedar River. 

In ]BS3, Mr. lioCIaire was appointed Poet Master at Davenport, and also 
Justice of the Peaoe, to settle all matters of difiiirence between the whites and 
Indians. His jurisdiction extended over all the territory purchased of the 
Sacs and Foxes West of the Mississippi from Dubuque, on the North, to Bur- 
lington on the South. The populatioa of Builington was, at this time, aboat 
two hundred, that of Dubuque about two hundred and fifty. 

Mr. LoClaire is an accomplished Linguist— speaking some twelve or four- 
teen Indian dialaots, as well aa French and English and was present as Inter- 
preter, among other treaties, at that with the Greit and Little Osages at St. 
Louis, 1828, with theKansas atSt. Lou s I"') with the Chippewas at Prairie 
du Chien in 1829, with the Winnebagoes at the same place, in Angust, same 
year; at the same place in 1626, with Sacs and Foxes, same place with Win- 
nebagoes in 1832, at Fort Armstrong, held on Iowa side, with Saes and Foiea 
at Davenport, with Sacs and Foses in 1838, at Washington, with same tribes 
in I83t, with same tribes at Sao and Fox Agency in Iowa Territory in 1842. 

Mr. LeCl^re was one of the proprietors of the town of Davenport, and is 
still one of its active business men. He is posEessed of great wealth ; has im- 
proved the city by a liberal expenditure of a large income, in erectingChurcbes, 
and other public buildings, at his immediate cspensc. The fine Church of 
St. Margaret — whose spire reaches from the lofty blufi' till it would almost 
seem to touch the quiet Stars, or to mingle with the cloudy glories of a Sum- 
mer's day — was built and furnished by the munificence of Mr. LeClaire. 
Every where over the ftur city of Davonport aro scattered improvements, each 
of which elegantly and appropriately memorializes his generosity. 

IlLs progress from the small white house, on the depot grounds, to the 
palatial brick jnansion on the bluffs — his physical increase from the small 
frame of thirty years ago, to the portly embodiment of Mr. LeClaire of to-day, 
present a fine type, both of his increase in wealth, and the growth of the city, 
■which he xawnly founded. It is to be regretted that a history of his life, em- 
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braciDg its leaser details, could not liave been obtained — as hie whole course 
has been replete with stirring incident, and romantic adventure. His Dame, 
however, will not soon be forgotten — it 13 iaseribecl in the national archives, 
is perpetuated in a thousand forms — in spire and altar, in wall and street — in 
the city of bia adoption, while still more enduringly tlian all these memorials 
of parchment, wood-work, and masonry, it is written upon the hearts of all 
wbo know him, the fact that he is a — Philanthropist asd Chbistiak. 

CoBEECTioH. — Mrs. LeClaire was the grand- daughter of Acoqua. Her father 
was Antoine LePage, a Canadian, (The abore was not received in time to be 
put ia its proper place.) 
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CHAPTER XV. 



GEO. L. DAVEN"POET, ESQ. 



George L. Davenport was born on Eock Island, in the Fail of 1811, and is 
the eldest son of Col. Geo. Davenport, and waa the first wbite child born in 
this section of Uie country. For eight or nine jears he had few playmates, 
but the Indian boys; he, therefore, learned to talk their language about aa 
soon aa he did tbe English. In 1827, he was sent to Cincinnati, and went to 
school one year, and then retamed to the Tslanil, and was plaoed in tbe atoie 
of tbe American Fnr Company, where he remained until this trading post wag 
given up, upon the removal of the Indians, in 1837, to the DesMoines River. 
He was, at any early age, adopted into the Fos tribe, and was called after the 
nation, " Mosquake," and wag always a great favorite with them. He made, 
frequently, trips into the Indian country, with goods for the different trading 
posts, and attended all the Indian payments on the DesMoineg Kiyer. In 1832, 
he made the first " claim" West of the Mississippi, and in the Fall of 1&S7, he 
accompanied the Sac and Vox delegation of Chiefs to Washington City, and 
also visited other large cities. On his return, he lived npon his oiaim, in order 
to secure a pre-emption. In 1838, he was in the store of Davenport & LeClaire. 
In 1839 he married, and commenced business for himself, and continued 
to attend to business -very closely for sisteen years. In 18B0, he, in connec- 
tion with Mr. LeClaire, built the first Foundry and Machine shopa in this city. 
They built the first steam engine, and made the first castings in this city. He 
continued in this business Stb years, when he sold out, and retired from 
business. 

Mr. Davenport has done much toward the improvement of the city— has 
built a fine block, is liberal in his encouragement of enterprise, and in diffusing 
judiciously his ample fortune. To him, as well as Mr. LeClaire, are confided 
the remiaisccDces of pioneer life in this country, and but few lovers of the 
deeds and things connected with the past, have ever visited this country with- 
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out being indebted to him for many courtesies, and Talaable information. 
He IB still in the plime of life, " straight as an arrow," and has before him 
many jears of asefalness and enjoyment. 
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CHAPTER XVI, 



JAMES MACKINTOSH, ESQ. 



Teh subject of thia memoir ia a aatire of Dundee, Scodand. His name 
(" Son of tlia First,") denotes liia origin from one of the oldest, and one of tlie 
most powerful Highland Clans, whose Wood hai been shed for Scotland in 
every battle field, from the invasion of the Komans to tbe battle of Culloden. 
Almost destroyed in their efforta for tbe restoration of the Stuarts, in 1716, 
they composed e. large portion of tbe invading army in England, and were the 
last to abandon tlie cause — fighting tbe last battle. 

In lliS, tbe Slogan again sounded, and one thousand warriors raised their 
banner for Stnart; they conquered in every field, until a difference of opinion 
amongst the leaders led to a retreat from England, and tbe defeat of CuUodeu 
followed, but bad all fought with tbe devoted bravery of C!an Chatlen, and bad 
their allies proved true, Cumberland ooold not have laid waste tbeir country 
for fifty miles aroand, sparing neither age nor ses. 

John Mackintoab, tbe Grandfather of Mr. Mackintosh, being in poaaession of 
a portion of the family estates, of course was in arms, and was severely 
wounded at Calloden. He escaped tbat night from a field where no quarter 
was given, from the horrors that followed — the burning of oottagea,and slaughter 
helpless women and children. All was lost but bonor, bis estates being 
attainted as a follower of Stuart, tbe balance of Ms days were spent in obscu- 
rity and poverty. 

The subject of this memoir remembers bim well, and has often heard bim 
describe the war of " 45," and tbe charge of the Mackintosh division at Cul- 
loden, when Cumberland's ranks went down before tbem, from the centre of 
tbe line of battle, where they fougbt. They were victors — but not being aup- 
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ported by tbeir left wing, defeat was the eocaequence. Five hundred of these 
wftmore fell, &s described by Campbell, in iMjchiera Warning : 



Look proudly lo Heaven, (lom llie deatb bad of feme." 

In the langaage of Es-GoTernor Maokintosb, of Georgia, the legal feudal 
bead of the race—" me are weaJc and broJcm mm, vie are not what we once haxe 
been." The old veteran bore the mark of a sabre cut on his face, received in 
boarding an English Tessel in the war of 1812, when a Lieutenant in the 
American Navy. The tear was in his eye as he spoke; before his vision 
passed the heroic deeda of his Ancestors, the war of 1715, when his great 
grandfather commanded, his deatli in eidle, hia grandfather, with the remaina 
of his men, emigraUng to Georgia, his brave defence of the Geor^an frontiers 
againat Spain, the breaking out of the Revolution, when his father, (General 
laughlin Mackintosh,) and uncle, equipped n body of troops, and took the 
field for the Colonies ; and well did they pay their oppressors for the wrongs 
they had done them. He thought of his brother, who fell leading the charge 
at Molina do la Key, of the mountains and valleys of the Highlands. He 
heard the Sloffan of Clan Ohattan, when thousands of warriors would answer 
the call, and well might the old veteran eiclaim, " wa are not what we once 
have been," but the glory and fame of the Sons of the First will live forever. 

When about eight years of age, the subject of this memoir lost his grand- 
father, the soldier of Colloden, and soon after, hia mother, which, in some 
measure, broke up the family. It was then decided to emigrate to 'America, 
and his father, a carpenter, by unremitting indastry for a Bnmber of years, 
accumulated enough for that purpose. His son James doing his part during 
this period, laboring in a flas &ctory from twelve to fifteen hours per day fop 
five years, to attain the desired object. They arrived in Montreal in Septem- 
ber, lan. In the Spring following, Mr. Mackintosh selected the trade of n 
boob-seller and book-binder, which was the first opportunity he had of ac- 
quiring an education. He had labored from eariy boyhood, having litOe lime 
for study, in order to come to the United States, which had always been his 
great object. He traveled some years in the middle and Southern Slates. 
Came West in 1828, and carried on a book-bindery in Cincinnati in 1830, '81 
but finding it unprofitable, sold out— went to Indianapolis, and bound' the 
Code of Indiana for 1831. Romantic and adventurous, he then attached him- 
self to the Oregon Espedition, then organizing in Boston, and, with Hall J 
Kelly, and Captain Brown, formerly of the Greek service, endeavored to raise 
ompany in Cincinnati to settle on the Columbia River. At one time there 
■e nearly two thousand men ready to sail for Oregon, but it was thought 
necessary to introduce a bill in Congress for some eueouragemenl and protec. i 
tion. This led to on inquiry as to what position the United States occupied 
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with Great Britain regarding Oregon, which proved that neither power, by 
their treaty, could colonize, or take poaseaaion, without each giTing to the other 
one year'a notice. This was disoonraging to the Eipedition. A portion of it, 
however, went from Boston, taking the land route hy St. louia, under Captain 
Wythe, hut were dnfortunate, having some fighting on the route, but a portion 
got through ; many, however, turned back. The same Spring, Mr. MaoHntosh 
went to New Orleans, intending to go round Cape Horn, but finding no oppor- 
tunity, returned to LouisviUe, Kentucky. Still exerting bimself in the causa — 
having no other means of support, but what be earned at his trade ; and there 
was not then, as there is now, such a desire to emigrate Weat. 

In the Spring of 1833, H. J. Kelly came West, the remains of the original 
EspediUon having sailed from New York, and again the enterprise bid fair to 
succeed ; Mr. Mackintosh want t N w C 1 Th C mp y had p p t 

froraGen.Jack3on,Presidentof htrb dl tS AnPdtf 

Mexico, requesting that power t g h f lly d th t by 

their treaty, would accord to tb th p g thr gh (h t j 

The route was by Vera Cniz, dhCyfM toA pi wh 

veaaela were to convey them tOg f llhdg wllbt 

scheme had been laid by apt fhmt bid g ^ 

belonging to the Company, and g T wh h th y tt pt d t y 

out. This led to (heir arreat, d fi m t th 1 fa "V 

law suits followed, which totally bt pthEpdt HJKllywt 

alone through Mesioo to Oregon. Mr. Mackintosh having spent Ma laat dol- 
lar in the cause, waa, for the second time, loft in the midst of cholera and yel- 
low fever. He next worked for means to move Woat, to St. Louis, to join the 
hunters, and in that way yet meet Kelly in Oregon, but it was too late. The 
last party had gone. Then, with two of the Company that remained with him, 
he crossed, on foot, the States of Illinois and Indiana, to the Ohio River. After 
being some months in Cincinnati, and ansioua to raise means to reach Oregon, 
he wont to Nashville, where he was profitably employed for several yeira. 
When he was traveling through Illinois and Indiana in 1833, be saw some of 
the volunteers from the Black Hawk War, and began to turn his attention to 
that region, determining to locate on the frontiers somewhere. He left Nash- 
ville in the Fall of '8G, and after spending some months in St. Louis, started 
on horseback to examine the country. At that day, and at that time of the 
year, thia was a trip of some interest. He traveled in company wiHi two others 
as far as Warsaw, Illinois. Tharo was nothing on the journey of particular 
interest; but at thia point the journey had to be prosecuted alone. The 
promised land was in sight, but it seemed like parting with civilization. He 
croaeed the Mississippi in the night to Keokuk, carrying his saddle and port- 
manteau on his back, and leaving Ma horse on an Island, which was brought 
over by some Canadians in the course of the night. On entering the only 
buUdiug there, a curious sight presented itself. A hall waa going on, of an as- 
semblage of half breeds, French traders, Indians, Ajnerioane, &o. There waa 
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not much chance to real here, besides ranning considerable risk of losing what 
he had. Having, when coming througli Illinois, met with Lieutenact Lee, of 
Fort Armstrong, -who had been with the party anrrejing the boundorj line or 
the Territory, he received a description of the rout« to Rock Island, and Ut- 
tera of introduction to the ofiioera of Port DesMoines and Fort Armstrong. 
Our traveler, after spending the night with this motley party, proceeded to 
Fort DesMoines, now Montrose, then occupied by several companies of 
DragooBB, and presented his letters ; was introduced to a son of Black Hawk, 
and hia sister. The yonng Chief had, lately received a fine sword from the 
officers, and was very prond of it. Both he and his sister were good looking, 
and dressed in good taste. He then proceeded with Col. Knapp to Fort Mad- 
ison, and some time after dark, stopped a short time with Black Hawk's band 
of Indians, who were preparing to make sugar, and reached Fort Madison 
about midnight. The only house there was the Colonel'a, the proprietor of 
the town. On coming to Skunk Eiver, it was thought impossible to cross, but 
our traveler was persevering, and so he attempted it. He crossed on foot, the 
ice cracking under his feet, with his saddle and saddle bags on hie back. His 
horse followed, breaking the ice before him ; and he arrivedat Burlington that 
evening. Here a town mas commenced, and there were eight or ten houses. 
Next morning, he had to swim Flint Hill Creek, throngh the floating ice, as 
there were no ferries or bridges. He stopped that night near the Iowa lUver, 
and spent some lime neit morning in Black Hawk's village, where Wapello now 
is. Revisited the old Chiefs tent; the Indians were out on a hunt. Ho 
crossed the Iowa River at some risk — stopped that night at Thornton, but found 
no food for man or beast, and left at day-break next morning for the trading 
house, now Muscatine. Some miles below, a family were encamped, and 
they having plenty of corn, the traveler's horse was fed, and the saddle-bags 
filled in case of need. The family were faring sumptuously on honey, from s 
bee tree they had out. An invitation was given, and gladly accepted. That 
was an interesting group, sitting around the stump of that tree, with chips 
for plates, and nothing but honey for breakfast. The nest station was the 
trading house, and our traveler, who intended reaching Pine Creek that night, 
unfortunately took the wrong trail, and found himself on Cedar River, near 
Poweshiek village. The weather turned suddenly cold, and being wet, having 
waded a creek full of floating ice, the only hope left was to get to the village. 
But that proved impossible. The river was open, and being unacquainted 
with the ford, to attempt it would have been madness, and to go back was 
equally difficult, as the creek was to cross, the bottom wide, and the trail two 
feet deep in water. There was no alternative but to camp, without fire or 
food. Matches were not common in those days — the fire-worka had been lost, 
and the grass was too wet to strike fire with the pistol. He made a bed of 
leaves and grass, wound himself in his blanket, and lay down at (he foot of a 
stamp, to which be tied his horse, who ftkred the best, as his supper was in 
the saddle bags. That was a night to " try men's sonls"— the howling of the 
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Storm, and the still louder howling of the wolves, made the night terrific. 
Sleep was oat of the questioc. 

It froze hard enoagh- by morning to cross the creek, or the riyer. He ar- 
rived at the trading house by noon, nothing the worse of his cold lodging, with 
a good appetite for dinner, huTing eaten nothing but the hooey for three daya 
and two nights. Resting there that night, he proceeded next day to Pine 
Creek, where the accommodation waa good for that period, and the nest day 
he arrived at Frank's Claim, below Rockingham, which he purchased. Start- 
ing next morning before breakfast, he came in sight of Fort Armstrong. At 
Eunrise, the flag went up, the morning gun fired, and the drnms beat ; the air 
was eoldandbracing, and the beantifulpanoramicTicw that opened on the trav- 
eler's sight, waa eiciling. He had traveled in various climes, and seen many 
fair lands, but never had been bo enraptured as on that morning ; although in 
mid winter, it never looked so well as then. He esolaimed — "this is the 
place I have looked for, here I will set my stake !" He partook of an eicel- 
ieut breakfast with Antoiue LeClaire, who accompanied him over to the Fort, 
and introduced him to Keokuk, and other Indian Chiefs, who all gave him a 
warm invitation to their villaga. Bnt time pressed, and there was still a lone- 
some jonrney to perform (o M'^higan and after spendinn- a week or two with 
his brother, and making arran mtfbhtl tD p li 

turned to his fnture homo. B 11 g h m t N h 11 th f t 

horse that had so nobly carried hmth hmy litM 

LeClaire. 

He returned in Septemtec, d O I h ght g 1 t k f 

goods, amounting to some fiv tl d d 11 Id f b 

during the following winter, P w and h m d 1 

trips to Illinois to obtain a supply ly h ra h 

life. In crossing a fifteen mil p f th dd h g t k 

place which often occur in this climate, lo whn,h several peroons were ftoiea 
to death in diiferent parts of the country, and some lost hands and feet. He 
came through with hands and face badly frozen, and was incapable of doing 
much bnsjness the balance of the winter. The following year the great 
finaneial crisis was severely felt here, and but little business could be done. 
He was actively engaged in every enterprise beneficial to the town. That 
Summer he had the first road surveyed, and a furrow plowhed twenty-six 
miles on the road to Dubuque, at his own expense ; laying out one night in 
the prairie, in a storm of thunder and rain, the horses got away, and he waa 
obliged to pack the saddles ; the nearest grove being then unsettled, was 
called Saddle Grove, now Long Grove. The county seat question being the al! 
ahaorbiug topic of the day at this time, took a large portion of his time. He 
WES the most active of the Davenport party, until that contest was decided in 
1840. 
The first purchase from the Sacs and Foxes waa forlymiles wide, from Rook 
23 
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Islati.J. The seeond was made in the Fall of '87, and woa twenty-six miles 
mldo, ruDDing due West from tlie fortj-mik post. In May, '38, General 
Street organized a party to esamine the new purobase, and select a Tillage 
site and agency for the Indians, West of the new boundary. The Sacs and 
Foses were then at war with the Sions. The party were composed of General 
Street, Indian Agent, George L. Darenport, Mr. Mackintosh, Louis Hebert, 
then an employee of tho Government, H. Slurdevant, Indian Blaeksmith. and 
W. BuEse], Surveyor, and from thirty to forty Chiefs and Braves, commanded 
by Powesblek, mounted on g(oi!h w^th t t d w 11 rm w h fles 

cutlasses, and pistols. 

General Street rode in h Th I d n h mp n d hem 

from Bavenport were dt d wh d h S Th party 

started on a, bee line for h m p _ mp d h fi gh t a 

EDnal] grove, south of Post O — phdhtet— pan h h rses, 

fared sumptnonslj on ven n d d h n b h p was 

short. About miduight a storm of thunder and lightning disturbed their 
Blambora. The rain descended in torrents, the creek overflowed ita banks 
and the sleepers were roused from their watery bed. The wind had blown 
the tent from its fastenings, and was, for some time, hold by Mackintosh and 
Darenport, lying on their baclis in the water. The balance of that dark storaiy 
night was spent exposed to the storm, with their blankets around them, until 
day dawned. After breakfast, they renewed their muroh, trusting to the sun 
to dry their clothes. All the streams were up, which they had to swim. 

General Street's carriage was an incumbrance, but on one occasion helped 
him over the stream. It got fastened on the steep bank of the channel, the 
tongue resting on the opposite side, but the current was so rapid it could not 
stay there long. To enable the General to cross without falling in, Mr. Mack- 
intosh and Ilebert took, the water shoulder deep, each a carriage wheel, 
to hold against the current, and steady the steps of the timid General. Hehert, 
fond of a joke, several times whispered to his colleague to let go the wheel! 
that he might have the fun of seeing the General fiouuder io the stream ; but 
he got safely over. However, Hebert had his laugh to his heart's content 
before night. Th.re were more streams to swim that day, and it had to be 
done Indian fashion. It required considerable tact to get the provisions and 
arms over dry, and they frequently tied their clothes on their horses necks for 
that purpose. On several occasions, soma of the party swimming on horse- 
back, and the banks being steep, went over the horses heads, and had to swim 
down the rapid current before they could get ont. On one occasion, after 
getting over the provisions, it was discovered that a bag of sugar was forgot- 
ten. All had crossed but Mr. Mackintosh, when Hebert proposed that he 
would wade into the deep water, and Mr. Mackintosh do the same then pitch 
the bag to Hebert. In doing this, it did not occur, that in making the neces- 
sarj effort, a reaction would follow. Hebert caught the sugar, but Mackintosh 
went into ten feet of water, head foremost. The current was rapid, the banks 
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Btoep, and he had to swim Eome siity rods before he got out. The yell of the 
Indians, and laugh of the whites, were general. They eccamped that 
night at Rock Crock, and next day discovered the forty mile post. They 
reached Cedar River, where the General's carriage was left; the horses swam 
the riyer, and the men got over in. a canoe. Then the Indians appeared in 
their war costume, as the white man's territory was behind — the Rubicon was 
crossed, and the language of "Rob Roy" came to mind — "Dinna mister or 
Campbell me, my foot is on my native heath, and my name is McGregor!" 
So felt the Indians after crossing their boundary. The surveys commenoed- 
One of the chain carriers getting lame, it was necessary to get an Indian to 
take his place. The party were then entering the big woods. The Indiana 
fearing an ambush, insisted on an advance guard, before consenting that one 
of their men sbonld carry the chain. Messrs. Mackintosh and Davenport vol- 
unteered to fill the post, and the company went on in military order. They 
camped that night in heavy timber, the lodlans carefully selecting the ground 
. — a creek in a bend, of horse-shoe shape, high rocky hanks on one Bide, and 
level ground, covered with logs and heavy standing timber, on the other. That 
night the Indians were unusually gloomy, and seemed to fear a surprise, and 
after supper, "Old Crow" told Mr. Davenport that be believed the Sious were 
on their trail, that the fire must be put out, the tent struck, and they must lay 
on their arms all night. The fire was put out, but as four of the whites were 
asleep, it was thought best not to disturb them, Messrs. Mackintosh and 
Davenport stood guard till day-break. That night was one of interest ; it was 
still, clear, and starry. The Indians were scattered behind logs, but could no' 
be seen or heard. The two sentinels kept watch by the tent, going, occasionally, 
into the heavy timber, and attentively listening to discover an attempt at sur- 
prise, frequently being disturbed by the scream of some animal, that seemed 
more like an imitation than the natural sound. 

Near day-break, the goard being fatigued, lay down at the opening of the 
tent, not intending to sleep, but were getting into a doio, when the yell of the 
Indians, and the firing of their rifies, aroused them. They thought that tlie 
Sious ware upon them ; they were soon up, and ready for the combat, but lo, 
they were their friends. The night being past, the danger was over, and 
they commenced shouting their war song of victory. 

The tents were struck, and the survey continued. At night, the Indiana 
carefully selected the camp in the slough of the Iowa River, but their alarm 
sfiil continued, and they feared the Sious would attack their village. The 
General called a council of war, and through Mr. Davenport, as Interpreter, 
told them that the risks he had run, the exposure of his person, the undignified 
appearance ho had often presented, when crossing the streams, leaving his 
comfortable quarters at Rock Island, were all for their benefit. But they were 
stQl gloomy, and fearfal of the massacre of their women and children, and 
only four of them volunteered to remain. In the night, while fatigue ever- 
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powered the wtitee with sleep, they made canoes from the bark of the linn tree, 
and crossed the lowo, and not a Tcstige of them remained at day-break, save 
the four Tolanteers. 

A Tillage Eite was seleeted that day, which was occupied by (hem until the 
next treaty, bnt not being EatiBfaotory to the General, they tnrned their course 
northward, with the intention of going to Cedar Rapids, where a towti of Eome 
importance has siiioe sprang op. Through the oourae of the day, the re- 
luctance of the Indians to proceed, proved they could not long be relied upon. 
Towards eyening, they came in sight of a grove, and imagining they saw the 
smoke of a Sioui camp, refused to proceed. Mr. Mackintosh rode on in 
advance of the party, and found no cause for alarm, but there was evidence 
of a large parly of Indians having encamped there lately. Buffalo and war 
trails radiated in every direction— Deer Kiver was also in sight, where a bat- 
tle had been fought the year previous. They encamped there that night, and 
the nest morning found their volunteer Indians had gone, and for the first 
time the dragoou spaEcels had got loose from their horses, which occupied them 
an hour or two in finding. 

The provisions were nearly out, and although some of the parly desired to 
proceed a day or two longer, General Strel^t ordered a return to the settlement, 
baviug ooly partially effected the object of the Eipeditiou. On retnrniDg to 
Davenport, Mr. MaciiintoBh again took part in the election for county seat, 
having to proceed to Dubuque and Burlington, and again canvass the county. 
In 1840 he was one of the CommisHioners appointed by act of (he Legislature 
to lay out a. road to Dubuque. During that year the most important matters 
(hat effected the welfare of the county were settled— the county seat question, 
the laying of roads, and the pablic lands coming into market ; in all of which 
he took an active part. For years after this, financial afiairs were still in 
a bad condition, he suffering like many others, after getting his farm iu some 
degree of improvement. He was for some years Territorial and State Binder 
for Iowa, the first Public Binder for Minnesota, and established the first Book 
Bindery in Davenport. For the last four or five years hia whole time has been 
occupied in developing his property. 

He has expended more money in opening streets than all the proprietors 
put together. He has been over thirty years in the north-west and south- 
west, twenty-two years of which has been in Iowa and Minnesota. He is now 
fifty-four years of age, with rohust health, and bids fair to etyoy his hard 
araings to a period of life not far behind somej of his ancestors. lie is very 
social — fond of a good anecdote, which he tells or listens to with hearty good 
humour — is extremely libetal, and is one of Davenport's most valued oitiaens- 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



HOTT. G. C. E. MITCHELL. 



JuDOE MiTonELL WAS faorQ Decsoiber 3, 1803, at Dandridge, Jefferson county. 
East Tenneaieo. He waa edueatod at East Tennessee College, {now ■' E. Ten- 
nessee UniTorsity,") in Knoiville, Tennessee, and was a member of its first 
graduating class in the Fall of 1823. His parents having removed to Law- 
rence county, Alabama, he prooeeiJed tbither after graduating, and commenced 
studying law witb Judge A. F, Hopkins, (now of Mobile,) and was admitted to 
practice in 1825. He practiced in Alabama until 1834, and spent a. winter in 
a tour among Eastern cities, and in the Spring of 1835, came West, after visit- 
iug St, Louis, Chicago, Galena, and Dubuque. 

Liking this portion of the country, and anticipating the results of its admi- 
rable location, he purchased a squatter's right— the tract of land upon which he 
at present resides. He erected a cabin, (which stood on Fifth street, just west 
of De Soto street,) and resided in it nntiL 1887, or two years. At that time, 
what now constitutes Iowa was attached to Michigan, and until Wisconsin 
was formed, there was oeither law nor officers of any kind west of tJie Missis- 
sippi. For several years the principal professional business of lawyers in the 
territory was limited to litigation in regard to clMm titles, or " Squatter's 
Rights." Judge Mitchell added to this spaeiea of practice, somewhat in the 
courts of Rock Island county, which were at that time orgauiied. 

In 1843, he was elected to the House of Representatirea of the Iowa Terri- 
torial Legislature. Ho was nominated as CongresHional ReprcEentative from 
the State, in 1646, but was defeated. 

He was elected Mayor cf Davenport in 185G, and in April, 18BT, was nom- 
inated by a meeting of the Bar, and elected Judge of the Fourteenth Judicial 
District — composed of the counties of Scott, Clinton, and Jackson. He was 
elected to this office by a handsome majority, although the Republican party 
nominated and ran ft party and opposition candidate, and had a large majority 
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upon almost every otiier one of their ticket. He filled, this office antil the Fall 
of 1857, and then resigned, owing to iil health, and with a design of removing 

Jud^e Mitchell was always a Whig, until that party dissolved, or became 
indncted with Free Soiiism, and other of its modem characteristics; since 
then he has acted with the Democratic party in full faith in its nationality. 

As a jnrist, Judge Mitchell takes a high poeltion—ho ia profoundly discrim- 
inative — a keen, careful analyst, and one whose deductions are always reliably 
correct, Hia toental processes are aeamiugly slow, but in reality rapid, for 
while others would dash to a conclusion {often the wrong one,) with an im- 
perfect view of a few contiguous facts, be traverses the whole ground, omitting 
nothing, however seemingly trivial or great ; and although he may be twice as 
long in evolving a question asanolher, heperforme ten times the labor, and his 
conclusiou is in the same proportion more worthy of credence. If he has one 
trait more prominent than another, it is his thorough comprekeiisivaiesi — his 
ability to include everything in his examination of a aubject, and add to this 
a nice inatinetive and cultivated perception of the character and weight of a 
fact, and one may see why he rarely goes wrong, or commits errors in conclu- 

In regari to his everyday life — that portion of a man's being which all are 
interested in knowing — we shall say much leas than the excellence of the aub- 
ject would admit. Wealthy, with cultivated literary taste, and a choice and 
ample library, he now eujoya life as only one siirreunded by such circamstances 
can. Fresh, instructive, and engaging in his conversation, he takes a high 
rank as a social companion, and as one who can be inatructive, aniueing, and 
bnlliant, withoat effort. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



"WILLARD BAEIiOWS, ESQ. 



■W111.SRD Babbows was born in Jlonson, Massachueetts, in 1806. At tlie 
ago of fen joras, his fatlier removed, with his family, to New Braintree, wbere 
tlie subject of liis notice spent moat of his yonthfnl dajs, enjojing the ben- 
efits of Hew England Common Schools, and, at the age of fifteen, was 
placed at the Worcester Academy. His mind, from his bojhood, seems to 
have been bent on travel and exploration. Ho loved to roam over the rocks 
and hilla of his native land, and often, at an early age, accompanied an old 
mountain hunter in his night rambles after "coons," among the precipices 
and glens for which that county is noted. He left the paternal roof at the age 
of fifteen, and after spending eoiae Urae in Pomfret and Thompson, in Con- 
necticut, at Bohool, he passed two years at Erimfield, at his Uncles, and, in 
1827, looatedinElizabethTown, New Jersey. He was for many years a very ac- 
ceptable teacher of youth in thatpiacB, ani married th 
love of the " wild and beautiful" in nature, led him t 
for life, that of a surveyor and engineer. His firs t 
aion was on a eontraet with the Government in 18<tfi to 
surveys of the Choctaw Indian Purchase in the yp 
brakes, on the Yazoo and Sunflower lUvers, in the Sta 

This expedition was full of danger, and intereatin d nt 

In the Winter of 1836 and "J, a sudden and unnanal ri 
cnt him off from any commnnictttion with the world—his supplies grew shorti 
and he was driven, with his party, to the severest hardships, and for many weeks 
they were forced to live upon short allowance. The whole oonnlry was covered 
with water, esoept the few ridgea that appeared above the flood. The country 
■was uniuhabited. The larger game, by instinct, had fled the country, and for 
several weeks he, and his party, lived npon the fruit of the Persimmon tree 
and the Oppossum. These animals being slow of locomolion, had only time to 
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reach the higher ridgea of land, and were easily taken, and lien eaten, with- 
out bread or salt. Oecasjonally at ---''-—■ i-Mi-.i 

About the first of March, the after 

many hardships and privations, re f the 

Mississippi, nearly opposite the m iring 

canoea, descended the river to ^ [ his 

report to the Surveyor General, : i the 

Miasissippi to St. Louis, and heari lined 

to visit the country, and then aacead the river to Ualena, ana return to New 
Jersey by way of Chicago and the Lakes. About the first of May, 1837, we 
find him on board the old Olive Branch SWamer, bound for Galena. 

Here he first became acquainted with Col. George Davenport and D. C. 
Bldridgo, citiaena of thia place. Much persuasion was uaed by these gentle- 
men to induce Mr. Barrows to afop at Davenport, and make it bis home. He 
seems to have thought but little about it, until he found himaelf sailing along 
the shores of 9oott county. " When," he says in aletter afterwards to a friend^ 
in explanation of hia object in settling in the far West,— "the beauty of 
the landscape, the richness of the soil, the salubrity of the climate, and, above 
all, the rich and rolling prairies, which aeemed to me so easily cultivated, were 
inducements enough for me, or any one else to settle." Mr. Bairows landed 
at; Davenport, and soon after, he, with Gen. Sargent, and two others, were 
mountod, and on a trip of exploration to the Cedar River, then but litl:le known. 

Mr. Barrows was so favorably atruck with the beauty and prospects of the 
country, that be determined at once to remain for a season, and, acoordingly, 
reported himself to the Surveyor General's office for the North West, then 
located at Cincinnati, and he was that Fall engaged upon the first surveys of 
Iowa. During that Winter he was upon the Wapsipinecon River, having left 
here in October, and did not return until the first of April, and lost but three 
rfajs, during that winter, of actual labor, being in camp with nothing but a 
common canvas tent. "The succeeding winter," says Mr. Barrows, "was 
much the same in its mildness, and resembled the present winter here, (185J 

The Indians, at this time, were his only neighbors and friends, always sup- 
plying bis camp with plenty of venison, turkeys, geese and ducks, and main- 
taining the most friendly relations. 

In the Spring of 1838, he returned to New Jersey, having been abaent from 
his family for nearly two years, and returned with them in July of that year, 
and settled in Rockingham, five miles below Davenport. The moatiilreet route 
at that time, from New York to the far West, waa by way of the Pennsylvania 
canal to Pittsburgh, down the Ohio River, and up the Misaiasippi River to St. 
Louis, and thence to Rock Island. Tbe time necessary for this trip, at that 
day, was four weeks. 

In 1840, Mr. Barrows mas engaged in the survey of the Islands of the Mis- 
siasippi, from the mouth of Rock River to Quincy, Illinois. 
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la 1841 and '42 the public Burreya being suEpendBd, he turned h 
lo arming, and being Justice of tie Peace, Post Master, and Notary Public, at 
Rockingliam, his time was oeoupied in discharging these duties until the 
Spring of 1843, whan he was sent into the country lying north of the Wiscon- 
ein River, called the Kiokapoo Conntry, to perform the anrveya of that rough, 
broken, uninhabited land, where he apont most of that season. 

It was, while engaged upon this work, that his depot of provisions was 
plundered by some straggling bands of the Winnebago Indians, and himself 
and party reduced almost to starvation. Mr. Barroi^a had left the camp in 
the Kickapoo River country for Prairie dn Chien after provisions. Upon his 
relnrn t« the Kickapoo, with supplies, he found the whole country laid wasta 
by a Tornado. The conntry through which he had to pass to his camp, some 
Bevonty miles, was heavily timbered, and the effects of the storm were almost 
utter destruction for miles in eitent — the forest was tocn up by its roots, trees 
of immense sise were twisted and hurled in every imaginable shape, and piled 
up in unUmited confusion. The occasion was one demanding prompt, vigor- 
ous action — and.Mr. Barrows found himself equal to it. He first made the 
attempt to follow his old trail, and cut his way thrOHEh, with the help only of 
a few Indians, who love anything better than work, but, after two days of 
hard labor, gave it up, having made only two and a half miles. His next, 
and only chance of reaching his men, who were fastened in by the tornado, 
and whom ho knew to be in a starving condition, waa to ascend the Kickapoo, 
with Indians, in canoes, until be should reach a point opposite bis camp, and 
beyond the tornado, when he could pack out supplies through the wilderness, 
and reach his camp in time to save his men, if no serious obstacles opposed. 
The Indians took up the provisions, and Mr. Barrows wont up by land, with 
one pack-horse only. The provisions were landed, the Indians discharged, 
and Mr. Barrows left alone upon the banks of the stream, just as the sun was 
setting. That night he carried his provisions about half a mile, into the forest, 
and cached them as well as he could, and early the neit morning set out with 
a small bag of flour, and a little pork, on his pack-horse, upon his unknown 
and perilous journey, to reach his starving camp, fnl! of intense anxiety as to 
the fate of his mission, and those whom he desired to save. Any one who has 
ever visited this portion of Wisconsin, can well imagine the difficalties to he 
overcome. It is the country formerly owned by the Winnebago Indians, and 
purchased from them by Gov. Dodge in 1834— -and very correctly named tho 
" Sugar Loaves of Wisconsin." It is almost impassable for man or beast — 
abounding in steep precipices, high and inaccessible points of rocks, deep 
ravines, and impenetrable thickets. It was through this country that the cel- 
ebrated Chief, Black Hawk, led hia trusty followers, after his defeat at Diioa, 
on Rock River, and Buffalo Grove, while on his way to Bad Aie, where be was 
captured. And it was among these very hills and dells, that Col. Atchison, in 
pursuit of Black Hawk, got entangled, and abandoned hia wagons, baggage, 
&c. , with the loss of many of his horses. No man, with pack-horaas, can out 
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his way over five or ten miles per day. Withoat any (rail, or even maps of 
the country to guide him, Mr. Bfirrows persavered, alone, with only hia faith- 
ful horse, to accompany him, with indomitable courage and perseverance, 
Ewimming the streams that opposed hie course, and resting only when 
darkness compelled him. On the fourth daj, to his great joy, and surprise 
he strnck an old ontwaril bound trail, made by himself and men, in his first 
entrance into the oonntry. It was aear dark, and his camp-fire was kindled, 
his aolitatj meal waa eaten, and in blanket, atone in the dense wilderoess, he 
slept again till daylight, when he was upon the trail, familiar to him, that 
led to the camp. He had gone but a few hundred yards among the deep glens, 
when, on turning an abrupt blnff, he came suddenly npon one of his men, who 
informed him that another of the party was a short distance behind in a 
Btarving condition, and too weak to proceed; that others of the party were 
left at the camp, two days previous, in diapair of receiving any help, as they 
supposed him murdered by the Indiana, and that they had been unable to kill 
game of any kind, esoept one small pheasant ; that they had eaten She two bear 
doga, and boiled up the bones wili nettlea for soup, and that they had had 
nothing for six days, but such wild berries as they could chance to find. They 
said they had boiled coffee, of which they had plenty, and drunk quite freely 
at first, but its effects upon them were very unpleasant, and at IJmee eren dia- 
tressicg, and that they had abandoned it. They were not long in reaching 
the companion of the first man, to whom he soon gave, in small portions, some 
food, and hastened forward to the camp ; here he found the rest of his men in 
a pitiable condition of emaciation, and with looks of vrildness and despair that 
was distressing to witness. They bad aetUed down into the belief that he was 
either dead or hopaieaelj lost. They had awaited in confidence too long, with- 
out an effort to save themselyes, by leaving the country, and, perhaps, not 
having confidence in themselves sufBcient to find their way out of the wilder- 

" The camp presented a scene," aays Mr, Barrows, " that I could not look 
upon without tears. Upon a log were stretched the stina of our bear doga, 
while their bonea were bleaching around the camp. Some harness had been 
cut up, and roaated, to eat, and many extremes resorted to to relieve them 
f^m utter destruction. The next morning we commenced our slow march 
back to the depot of provisions, which I had made upon the Kickapoo River. 
The scanty supply that I had taken with me, was now being aihansted with 
fearful rapidity, and we hastened our march, to reach the depot, that we 
might once more be fed with plenty. Bnt what was our surprise and conster- 
nation, when we reached it, to find it plundered of its precious contents, and 
all carried away ! Our misfortunes seemed still to hang over us, and we felt 
that onr sufferings were not at an end. Oar only chance of escape now was, 
to aaoend the Kickapoo some twenty miles farther, to a ford, the place where 
Black Hank crossed in hia flight to Bad Axe, where his laat battle was 
fought. This we accomplished, and then struck across the prairie country 
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towards Prairie du Chiea, On the third day we reached a settlement, wiiete 
we remained a weet to recruit. There were lemnants of the Winnebago tribe 
of Indians encamped near this place. We ioformel them of our loaa, and in- 
stituted search through the entire camp, but found nothing. The chief of this 
band told ua, that some Koot Kiver Indians had been on a hunt in that neigh- 
borhood, and had gone to Pcjurie du Chien. I pursued them, but on my ar- 
rival there, found they had left for Root River. Many articles of our clothing, 
that had been plundered from the depot, were found in the liquor-sbops of 
Prdrie du Chien, which had been sold by thia strolling band of Indians. Our 
paok-horses, that strayed away at the time of the hurricane, v 
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the red man. He wrote to Gov. Lucas, the Secretary of State, the Surveyor 
General, and others, proposing to esplore the country lying between the two 
rivers, sketch its topography, and project a map of all the country lying 
between these rivers, as far Morth as the forty-tbird paraDel. This was ac- 
complished in Uiree successive years. On his Scst tour he experienced many 
hinderances and difficulties tVom the Winnebago Indians. He had ascended 
the Wabiaipinica River to the boundary line of the Neutral Grounds, early in 
September ; built him a cabin for a winter depot, but could get no communi- 
cation with the Chief of that nation, until the return of the Indiana from their 
annual payment at Prairie du Chien, which was not until the first of Novem- 
ber. 

The Chief's village was some five miles from his cabin. Mr. Barrows had 
furnished himself with a native youth from the Missiou School at Fort Atkin- 
son for interpreter. The arrival of the Chief, Chos-chun-oa, (Big Wave,) was 
at last announced, Mr. Barrows invitation presented in due form for the Chief 
to visit him in bis cabin, which was not upon his grounds. At the time ap- 
pointed, the Chief made his appearance, with some twelve of his warriors. 

" He was clothed," says Mr. Barrow?, " in a buffalo over-coat, a stove-pipe 
hat, and a pair o! grem spectacles. These had recently been presented by some 
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officers and friends at the Port. 1 oihibited tnj passport from Gov. Chambers, 
and told him I wiehed to go across iiis country, to malie a picture of it, to 
Bhow his great father, the President. 

After hearing oie, and examining, nith much minuteness, mj maps and 
Hketehea, soma of which he corrected, he refused, vith much earoestneas, 
my passage into bis countrj for any snch purpose. He said that he Tery well 
know the object his great father had in sending me there, and that he had no 
groat respect for the " Big Captain at Washington," if he took such a course 
to find out the yalne of his land— that if I found it good and pleasant for the 
white man to live npon, it woald be well, and his father would purchase it, 
but if I found it bad, he would give him but littlo money for it, and, therefore, 
I should not go." , 

After many entreaties and presenla, Mr. EaJTowa found it of no use, and, 
leaying part of hia man at the depot, he set out, with but one man, across tha 
coontry, to Fort Atkinson, one hundred and tiventy-fiye miles, on Turkey 
River, without any map or trail, aud with full expectation of being overtaken by 
the Indians, and brought back. But on the first day out, a dense fog covered 
the prairie, and it rained in torrents for twenty-four hoars, overflowing the 
banis of all the streams, which made it necessary to swim it themselves and 
horses. On the second day, near night, they came back to the first night's 
camp, in a small grove, having been lost in the fog and rain the whole time, 
and traveling at good rates. It cleared np after a. snow storm, and he reached 
the Fort on the Sfth day. The Rev. Mr. Lowrj, who had charge of the Mis- 
sion School, at that place, gave him a passport across the country, and wrote 
a letter to the Chief, which, being interpreted to him, he was allowed to pro- 






ceed. Kot, however, until he had made him presents of 
tobacco. 

" Barrows' New Map of Iowa, with Notes," was published in 1854, by Doolit- 
tle & Munson, Cincinnati ; and was a work, at that day, of much importance. 
The Legislature ordered copies for each member, and for the officers of State. 
Many works since written on Iowa have been largely indebted to this Taluable 
little work. It is brief, jet comprehensive, in its character, easy and vigorous, 
and was the cause of satisfying a wide-spread enquiry East in regard to the 
character and resources of Iowa. 

From 1845 to '50, Mr. Barrows was engaged most of the time in the surreys 
of the Government, and those of the Connty which he had charge of for many 
years as County Surveyor, often making excursions into the newly settled 
portions of the State, examining the moat pi'ominent points of location, in 
many of which he has made, we believe, some very important investments. Hia 
knowledge of !owa, as a State, is probably as extensive and correct as that of 
1 who ever traveled over it, and his judgment upon Real Estate iavest- 
.8 been of the mostjudicious and satisfactory character, not only to him- 
self, but to those for whom he has operated as an agent. His present business 
' " a Land Agent, and a partner in the house of Barrows & Millard 
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of Sioux City, Iowa, and Burrows, Millard & Co., Omaha City, N. T. In the 
Spring of 1850, busineas of all kinds being dull in the West, he seized upon 
the opportunity to gratify hla long and ardent desire to Tisit the plains, lie 
Eock7 MouQtaliis, and the shores of the PaciHo. 

This was a project of long standing in his mind, and he entered upon it 
with muoh earnestoess and vigor. Being fully equipped for suoh an expe- 
ditioQ, he croaaed the State of Iowa early in March, aod left the Missouri River 
opposite Council Bluffs, In company with . a California train, on the 23d of 
April, following the north fork of Platte KlTer, through the present territory 
of Nebraska, to Fort Laramie, through the Black Hills, and thence up the 
Sweet-water River to the South Pass of the Roeky MountaiuB. 

His outfit consisted of a light two-horse wagon, with Eve horses, and two 

The year 1850, was one long to be remembered by those who passed over 
the route to California. The Season was cold and backward, graaa did not 
grow sufficient for forage until May, and for some two weeks of the early part 
of the journey, the animals were fed upon dry grass chopped, and rolled in 
wheat flour, and browsed upon ahruba and trees cut for that purpose. This 
misfortuue, at the beginning, so reduced Mr, Barrows' borses, as well as others, 
that one after another of his team gave out, and either died, or was left by the 

He left his wagon on the Humbolt, making pack-saddlea for the horses tbftt 
were left ; and abandoning every thing but a few clothes, and his anrvejing 
instruments, he, with his men, traveled on foot npwftrdi of fourhundred miles 
before reaching the base of the Nevada Mountains, at which place he was left 
with only one horse to pass the mountains with, and which died soon after 
reaching California, where he arrived the 15th of July. One of bis men died 
goon after his arrival. 

A very interesting account of this trip was given by Mr. Barrows in a eeriea 
of letters from California, pablished in the Democratic Banner of this city, at 
5, describing, in most vivid colors, the diffloulties and dangers, trials 
■ ■ ■ i, of a journey to the Pacific. His description of the South Pass, 
in the mountains. So long looked upon as the great barrier to all communica- 
tion with the Pacific by Railway, is the most graphic and satisfactory we ever 
remember to have read of Ibia celebrated land-mark of the mouotaies. He 
details, in full, the face of the country in ascending the Flatte and Sweet- 
Water Rivets, and at all the most prominent points, (^ves the latitude, longi- 
tude, and altitude, showing the feasibility of a Railroad thus far to the Pacific, 
which has since been fully endorsed by more scientific research. We oannot 
here refrain from giving a single extract from one of his letters : 

" The South Pass," says Mr. Barrows, " is far different in its appearance 
to what I bad imagined, from any description that I had ever seen. It is true 
but little was known of it, and much less written. I had imagined aome chasm 
or deep cut in the monntains, through which we would be compelled to wind 
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our waj, or tliat I tniglit, perhaps, find a pathwaj rent apart in the njoantaina 
by some groat Tolcanic action, and thus we should find our perilous way 
through this wonderful Pass. 

" But it is far different. It is a beautiful prairie oouulry, eTeo upon the 
summit lerel ; a.nd no one, with ordinarr obserTatioo, can poeaibly mistake the 
spot, marked by Fremont as the highest point attained in the Pass. 

" For days, the traveler, in hia gradual assent, finds all the streame running 
back towards the Atlantic, and as he follows up the last rivulet to the summit, 
and pasBea over a level space of a quarter of a mile, all the little brooks and 
Etreamlets begin to run for the Pacific. Then jou hare passed the summit of 
the Rocky Mountains 1 I cannot describe my feelings, as I stood and gazed 
from the lofty eminence upon all that is good and noble in the works of 
Creation. A sense of solitude pervades the whole scene. Upon the right 
hand, away to the North, are the Wind River Moautaina, with their tops 
covered with perpetual snow, and although some sixty miles distant, yet bo 
clear and transparent is the atmosphere in this high altitude, ^e could even 
discern bodies of trees, and the drifted snow, as it hung over the rock; pre- 
cipices. The antelope, or the raouotflin goat, can be aeon feeding iu quiet for 
milea distant, and the hunter is often deceived in his approach to animals of 
the chase. The purity of the atmosphere is such, that the traveler feela 
buoyed up with unusual vigor, and speeds his way with uncommon ease and 
rapidity. Before you lies the Great Basin, five hundred miles in extent, and 
as far as tho eye can extend, nothing can bo seen but a vast plane, sleeping 
amid the solitude and grandeur that haa filled thia desolate region ainee its 
creation. 

" This Pass has derived its name, probably, from a depression of the moun. 
tain chain at this place, and is seen only when at a distance of a hundred 
miles. As the trsiVeler approaches from such a distance, it has tho appearance 
of a gap, or cut, but when in it, it is one vast space." 

Mr. Barrows spent the Summer in California, traveling mach of the time. 
Aa the rainy season approached, he left there for Central America, and thence 
to Cuba, where he spent some time, and returned to Iowa early in 1851. 

From that time until the present, Mr. Barrows has resided in Davenport, 
busying himself in attending to his lands, Land Buainesa, and in erecting a 
oapaeions and handsome residence. This last, is about half way up the bluffs, 
nearly opposite the Island, and overlooks a magnificent view of natural and 
architectural beauty. The house rapl hlfi hd dpjtl[ 
a plan that marks its owner as a m ft t 

Mr. Barrows, we are happy to add h d th It f h 

life, an ample fortune, which n bt jlfidthnhmlfby 

education, habit, and inclination, j y 

His life has been a stirring ad t 1 f wh I 1 b g t 



sodety upon each of its members and haa th f n 
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leturs to the public, ooataining valuable goieatific, and other informMJon, 
while his work upon the map of Iowa bas done more to disseminate akaowledge 
of our State than anjthing of the kind eyer publiahed. 

In regard to his social charo,oter, Mr. Barrows takea a high rank. He pos- 
sesses an illimitable fund of anecdote, pointed as to witticism, and TaluaLle 
for their information!; ^"^ ^^ enjoys tbe sparkling ton mot of oouTersation witlj 
tbe fine relish of a Frencbman. His own portly form sbaking with laughter 
over some reminiscence of the ludicrous, and a cboice audience roaring with 
mirthfulneEs, is a common sight to all who hare tba pleasure of bis ac 
quaintanoe. 

Liberal, charitable, a CbrieOan, the possessor of a fortune, respected, en- 
joying the beet of health, and with social relations, harmonious, and desirable, 
Mr. Barrows now rests after his eTantJUl life, and it is the sincere wiah of all 
wbo know him, that many years will yet be his portion, which may be aa 
pleasant and happy as his early life has been laborious and aotiTe. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



CAPT. JAMES MAT. 



James Mat was born on ths Ist iJaj of October, 1B04, in Cape Girardeau 
connty, Miaaouri. Hia father and mother weot from Pittsburgh, PennsylTHDia, 
in 1803, aud, with some of their relatiTcs, were among the " early settlers" 
of the now Great North West. The history of the family from the year 1798, 
when the Grand-father of the present James May was forced to leaTe Ireland, 
with his family, in consequence of his aetive participation in the eanse of civil 
and religions liberty in hie native couoiry, with the iDcidents of their frontier 
lives in the North-west, and Teiaa, where some of them emigrated many years 
Binoe, would make an intereeting volume. 

The father and family of Capt. May left St. Genevieve on a keel boat, bound 
for Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in the Spring of 1807. The crew of the keel 
boat, from sickness and fatigue, became unable to work the boat to Louisville, 
Alexander May (the father of Capt. May,) was oblige! to work hard for several 
days to reach that point. At Louiavillo, the Patroon (or Captain,) of the 
keel boat abandoned the trip to Pittsburgh, and Mr. May was left there with 
his family and effects. No boat was to he obtained that was going np the 
River, but he determined to proceed, and for this purpose procured the best 
thing available— which was an old oak skiff. In this he placed his family, 
some sii hundred pounds of lead, cooking utensils, Ac, and started from 
Louisville up the River, His progress to Pittsburgh — a distance of six hundred 
miles — evinced that he was a man as well of nerve as of immense physical en- 
durance. With only the help of one man for three days on the rout, he rowed 
the boat alone the entire distance, receiving only such assislaoce as his wife 
coald render by steering the boat. The Grand-mother cared for one child, 
Mrs. May for the youngest with one arm, while acting" as helms-icomoii with ■ > 
the other. Mr. May's hands were so contracted from the length of time they 
had been closed about the oars, that for years be could not straighten them, 

25 
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and they were so cnlloused that he could, without pain, hold rod-hot coals in 
them. There whb more heroism in this long journey than 13 visible at the Erst 

Capt. May commenced flat-boatiog oc the Ohio in 1822, and continued in 
Ihia bnsinesa until 1837, when he obtained the mastership of the steamboat 
Shamrock ; and,made the first Tojage on her from Pittsburgh to Galena, which 
was the first business trip ever made on the Upper Miasissippi, by a steam-boat — 
that is, from St. Louis to Galena. Steamboats had bBfore aacended with 
military troops and stores, but had always after returned to their trade at other 

Capt. May continued on the Upper Mississippi, as Master of a steamboat, 
until 1834, or ft period of seven yeara. During Ihia time he saw much of 
Indian and other life, and was personally cognizant of many scenes connected 
with Black Haw^, Keokuk, and tbe war of ]8u2. He brought Qen. Gaines 
and suite to Rock Island in 1831, at the time of the memorable interview be- 
tween that officer anil Black Hawk. We give an account of the affair in Capt, 
May's own words: 

"A few hours after our arrival at Fort Armstrong, Gen. Qaines concluded 
to send for the Chiefs and Braves of the Band to hold a conncil with them, and 
desired me to remain with the Boat until the council could be held, which waa 
appointed to he tbe nest day. 

'■ Black Hawk, with a considerable number of Chiefs and Erares, came to 
the council chamber, which was a log building some distance from the Fort. 
The Indians were all armed, each with various implements, in ful! preparation 
for war. Thev made bold and defiant demonstration a in the council chamber, 
and uaed even impsrtioent language to Gen. Gaines and his officers. (I stood 
by the side of an Indian trader, who interpreted to me.) Everj officer and 
whitemanin the chamber knew there was imminent danger, as the Indians were 
all efficiently armed, and not an officer or white man in the room had a weapon. 

"Mr. Antoine LeClaire was the interpreter, and did hia duty on that oc- 
casion moat admirably. Hia judicious, cautious, and conciliatory management, 
on that day, was, I believe, the means of saving the lives of many officers and 
men, as well aa his own life. He, as well as all who were witnesses of the 
council, saw the imminent danger." 

On the trip down to St. Louia, (before bringing np G*n. Gaines,) Keokuk, 
and several other Chiefs, accompanied by au interpreter, were passengers with 
Capt. May. They stepped at Tellow Banks, where Black Hawk and his Band 
were encamped. At the solicitation of Capt. May, and others, Keoliuk landed, 
and made the disaffected party a most eloquent speech, advising them to avoid 
strife with the whites, and to quietly remove west of the Mississippi. It is 
needless to add that his advice was nnheeded. 

Keokuk was a passenger with Capt. May on another occasion. Having ex- 
perienced mngh difficulty, at various times, in crossing the Ppper and Lower 
Eapids, Capt. May had become impressed with the idea that, in course of time, 
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towns mnat be built at Ihe head and foot of each Rapids— in fact it may, in 
justice to him, be claimed that he was thefiral to snggest the location of towns 
on the spots now occupied by the important cities of Dayenport and LeCiaire. 
On this occasion he strenuously urged upon Eeokuk the importance of reserv- 
ing to his nations portion of land thirty or forty miles square in this vicinity, 
when the land was parohased by Government. Keokuk seems to have disre- 
garded his advice, however much it may have impressed him at the lime. 

As an illustration of Indian ingenuity, he relates that when near the mouth 
of Iowa River in 1831, they noticed that the surface of the Mississippi was 
covered with floating leaves. An Indian trader on board explained the curi- 
osity by stadng that Indians somewhere above bad been ferrying their horses 
over the river. This was the case, for when they arrived at New Boston they 
fonncl several hundred Indiana and horses that had but just finished crossing. 
Their ferry-boats were constructed by placing half a doaen canoes side by side, 
sis inches or a foot apart. Poles were then laid traversely across the canoes, 
and the whole well covered with leaves. This made a perfectly safe, and most 

After leaving the River in 1884, Capt. May entered in business with John 
Andoe, if Pittsburgh, under the firm of May & Andoe They carried on an 
eitenslve Grocery, Commissi on, ReoeivinR, andForwarding.as well as Steamboat 
Building business. During his business career, Capt. May superintended the 
building of over fifty steamboats, and more than twice aa many barges, and 
other boats. 

He was one of the ori^nal proprietors of Davenport— although not 
uulil 1847 a resident of the place. He owns largely, both hero and at 
LeClaire, having purchased in full faith of the vast improvement which 
time would evolve in both places. He is novr one of our wealthiest inhab- 
itants. He is a thorough believer in the West— labors hard for its interests 
with tongue anil pen. His nature is kind, genial, and pacific— as a saperior 
business man, the past can amply witness. 

We cannot better conclude oar hasty sketch, than by giving an extract 
from a note Ecnt us in reply to one soliciting the leading circamstancee of his 
life; 

" I have made many visits to this country since the year 1827, and have had 
familiar acquaintance with many thousands of the inhabitants during the past 
thirty years, and have watched with interest the progress of improvement ou 
and near the Mississippi River. Year after year the progress seemed wonder- 
ful. Indeed, the immense increase of population, with the vast evidences of 
enterprise, skill, perseverance, talent, and capital, scattered over the land 
within the past twelve years, seems to me oow more like magic than reality. 
Then, again, when I philosophise, in my rude way, I feel persuaded that even 
this wonderfully rapid and apparently magic progress cannot for many years 
he retarded, or if temporarily obstructed, the suspension must be of short du- 
ration and the progress be the more rapid and permanent thereafter. This 
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point, and say a distance of twenty miles dbove, is certainly the most attrac- 
tive point to be found from St. Aothony Falls to the mouth of the MiasiB- 
slppl. I feel safe, in the assertion, that there are very fevr spots on the face 
of this earth that has many more natural adTautnges, in the same space, than 
has been conferred by PrOTidence on this lineal'/ mile) iquore The salubrity 
of the climate, ilcpth and fertility of n g m k d 

transportation and importation, arb gP ugpuay h 

location on the Father of Waters. 

Besides the enjoyment of all thes n ra d gr w h b 

to this point, or on the tract, an ex dm h 

quantity, of timber, Btone, stone coa m d ( p q 

making,] lead, iron, &c., thus ne b p m d 

implements for manufactures on a si Th Val h M 

sissippi and tributaries, with tbe P d h g a h 

point, make tbis one of tbe most de p A m n 

extensive operations in manufacturing establishments, that can be foand in the 
United States. 

We have, at this point, the Rapids, which are, in a low and moderate stage 
of the River, an impediment to Navigation, which is an advantage, as it makes 
an aufhorage, and a portio of the year, a, terminus at two points — Dav- 
enfior! and LeClaire, On this tract, consequently, those two points must, in 
a few years, grow to be great Commercial, Manufacturing, and Produce 
Depots; and witb the obvious advantages presented in the intervening space^ 
on the margin of the River, from Davenport to LeClaire, era many years 
it will wear more the aspect of a Manufacturing Town tbana " oonntry place." 

One fact more having bearing upon Cnpt. May may be added in regard to 
that portion of a man's character whioh induces him to teuaoiously adhere to 
what he believes to be the true faith, whether religious or political. Oapt. 
May says : 

"Myself and Mr. John Andoe were in the Financial Storm of 1837, as well 
as for some lime before and after that date, and vrere tbe only Wholesale Grocers 
and Commission Merchants in the city of Pittsburgh who were Anti-United 
States Bank Democrats, and am proud to say that we both atili adhere to the 
B&me political faith." 
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CHAPTER XX. 



HON. 0HA8. "WESTON. 



Judge Wkstoh was born May, 1811, in Washington county, New York. He 
was tlie yonngest son of Hon. Roswell Weston, Judge in the Conrt of Common 
Pleas. The subject of oar biography graduated at an early age at the Keun- 
salaer Institute, of Troy, and, in 1833, commenced reading law onder his father 
and Gen. Orville Clark — who were tlien in partuership. He remained with 
them some two yeare, and then transferred his studies to the office of Hon. 
Kaelt Oowon — who was afterwards one of the JuBlicea of the Supreme Court 
of the State. 

Several of the highest lawyers of the day were cotemporary with Jndga 
Weeton at the time — Hon. Mark Skinner, now of Chicago, and Hicholas Hill, 
Jr., of Albany, New York, studying in the same office, and Hon. Daniel 
Ullman, and Hon. Ed. Saodford, being admitted to the Bar of the Snprema 
Court in the same class of examination in 1836. 

Judge Weston engaged for nearly a year, after his admission, in practicing 
law in hia father's office, and then through the representations of some pro- 
prietors of the " Half Breed Tract," wbo reiided in New York, be was induced 
to start for the West. The glowing enthuaiaam of the owners of the " Half* 
Breed Tract," wna, however, lost in his case, for, instead of proceeding thither' 
he went to Burlington. He reached that place in December, 1837, having 
crossed the country in the first stage (owned i>y the well-known Frink,) that 
ever went through from Chicago. Hia advent in Iowa was n ot as pleasant as 
it is now, when Steam Ferry Boats have supplanted shaky fiat-boats, and pre- 
carious " dug-oats." The Mississippi was crowded with floating ice, and be 
nearly lost his life in crossing — he, bowever, succeeded, but more dead than 
alive. 

He entered the small hotel, and after warming himself, and recovering a 
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liring amount of ener^, he surveyed the oompanv present. There were a 
couple ol gentlnmeu who attracted hia attention-— one was a i;ather loose, an- 
dandiJied joun^ man, with a particularly large Lead, and stack of hair, 
each member of whith roae erect in pioud independecoa of llie others. 
Hi8 companion was a rather sharp -looking individual, and was armed cap-a.pie, 
in atont old homBspuii, of true Vermont origin. Both were young men — and 
either would have attracted considerable attention in Broadwey. Judge 
Weeton received an introduction ; the first was Mr. Grimes, and the other Mr. 
Starr. Mr. Grimes, better known as Jas. W. Grimes, has since been Governor of 
Iowa, and is now United States Senator, while Mr. Starr is one of the first law- 
yers in the West. These were Judge Weston's first acqudntauces west of 
the Biter, and bo(3i illustrated admirably the fact, that " appearances are de- 
ceiving." 

He commenced the practice of law in Burlington, and continued so to do for 
a year or more, alternating hia legal duties With trips into the back country 
for the purposes of health, adventure, or escitemeiit. On one of these occa- 
sions, himself, and H. W. Starr, -were spending a short lime with Jerry Smiti, 
a well known Indian trader of that time. While there. Black Hawk and bis 
son arrived, and pitched their tents in the vicinity. He was very sociable, 
bat most religious in his dislike of his rival, Keokuk. Starr, in order to test 
his feelings, said to the old Chief: "Keokv,k oc-qua-nish-a-ehin?" (" Keokuk 
is a good man, is he not ?") Rising, with fury in his eyas, and all bis bitter 
disappointments crowding his memory and bolstering up his wrath, the old 
Brave thundered oat, "Keokuk caf-iem, mah-a-iMn !" ("Keokuk is sot a 
good man t) It is impossible to render in English the full and emphatic mean- 
ing contained in either question or reply, but more especially so in case of the 
latter. 

Jndge Weston was with W. B. Conway during his sickness and death ; and 
soon after the occurrence of that deplorable event, be was appointed Fiscal 
Ageut for the Territory, and exercised the duties of the Secretary of the Ter- 
ritory, in place of Mr. Conway. 

In 1SS8, he was appointed Judge Advocate General, by Gov. Lucas, with the 
title of Colonel. 

In 1839, by the death of incumbent Van Alen, he was appointed United States 
Attorney for the Territory, by Mr. Van Buren, which office he held until 1843. 

In 18*0, he removed to Davenport, and purchased a quarter section of land, 
which he afterward increased to a farm of several hundred acres. He was 
not, however, signally successful as a farmer — it generally costing him a third 
more to raise his own beef, butter, and wheat, than it would to have paid the 
cash for them. Ho, therefore, abandoned the pursuit of Agricultural prom- 
inence under such difficulties, married, and moved into the city, where he has 
since rf^sided. 

He wag elected Mayor in 1851, and County Judge in 1867, which office he 
at present Mis, in a manner at once satisfactory to his constituents, and bon- 
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orable to the ermine. It may be added that none mora tban himself are 
aiiavUer in modo, and hence the difficult relations of hia office are alwajs pre- 
seiredin a manner that leaves none other than pleasurable impreasions— how- 
ever iaharmonio us orantagoaisticbetheinfluenceswith which he may have to 

Ho is now in the enjoyment of an honorable indepenflence, has fine tastes and 
aeansfor their gratification. His progenitors are noted for longeyitj — his father 
being Qow eighty-seven— and he himself will probably extend the term of his 
life and enjoyment to an equal eitent. That such may be the case, not one 
mill otherwise wish, as his urbanity, genial sympathies, and olaeaic tastes, have 
acquired for him the friendship and respect of all who know him. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



CAPT. LeROY dodge. 



Capt. 



i bora id December, 1811, in Herkimer ci 



inty, New York. 



lona received such educational opportun 
hildren — bard work in the Summer, and the 
in tbe Winter. Mr. Dodge made his debul in 
IS a school teacher — which parsnit he fol- 



His fftlher waa a farmer, and hi; 

as are usually given to farmer's 

advantages of a District School 

active life, outside of the farm, 

lowed some three winters. Of b 

positively — but as he poesesaes a peculiarity of doing everything well, it can 

be inferred with a tolerable degree of certainty, that hia endeavors to " teach 

the young idea to ahoot" we-e rewarded wilh due and proper results. 

Iq 1833, he started West — spent one year in Ohio, then footed it to Lake 
Michigan, crossing in a small schooner to Detroit, and in due time reached 
Chicago. He finished his pedestrian tour by footing it to Joliet, and from 
thence to Dubuque, at which place he obtained a situation as Clerk, with G. 
W. Atchison. 

He remained in this eitnation one and a half years, and then commenced 
life upon the Father of Waters — the Mississippi. He started as Clerk, and 
fought his way by dint.of perseverance and industry from the Clerk's Desk to 
tbe Wheel House, and from thence to the " Captain's Office" — evinoiog 
throughout these transformations tbe indispnta.ble fact that labor is the price 
of success. In the Fall of the same year— 1SS6— that be commenced on the 
River, he located in Rockingham, and has carried on ftrming in connection 
with steamboating ever since. In 1852, be represented Scott county in the 
State Legislature, as a Democrat — a character, by the way, which he has e^er 
uncompromisingly sustained. 

He was married in 1846, but subsequently lost bis wife. He married again, 
and the same unfortunate case has again resulted — he is once more awidower. 

Capt. Dodge is still engaged in steamboating, although he does not, as 
formerly, navigate the whole upper river— his trips being confined to running 
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s, packet between Keokuk and DaTenport. His Boat—tiie " Ben Campbell" — 
is a well known and faTorile institution among those who haTB had occasion 
for riyer transportation along that portion of the Mississippi. 

Like many of our pioneers, Capt. Dodge has accumulated an ample compe- 
tence, but unlike that of many others, it ia in nowise the result of accident. 
No Genius of the Lamp erected it in a single night — no sudden and unes- 
pected fluctuations of foclune's tide carried him where he now is. Every atone 
in the superBtruotare of his fortune was hewn and piled by his own arm — and 
commenced under circumstances that would have discouraged any one with 
lesB^erscTerflnce than he possesses. The most marked trait in his character 
determinaUon — it is seen in all his actions, and its firm unflinching character 
traced in every feature and expression of his face, as though wrought \a 
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CHAPTER XSIl. 



HIRAM PRICE, I 



Mb. Price was bora January, 1814, in Washington coanty, Pennsylvania. 
He removetl, in 1819, to Mifflin connty, Penngjl™nia, in 1822 to HuQtiijgdon 
rounty, xn tbe same State, and in the Fall of 1811 be came to Davenport, 
whioh place has einoe been his residence, 

R[t capital in business was oae hundred dollars, and uritli this he started ti 
a. Merchant. His small pecuniary effscts, however, were made up in other of 
his possessions — he had determined persererance, inviolate integrity, good 
bnsiness tact, was temperate to the fall, and lieenly conscientious. With thia 
oapitnl be stftcted into tlie work, and in a few years had erected upoD it a Bne 
fortune. 

He contioned in the Mercantile business until 1848. In 1 84t he was elected 
the Bnst School Fund CommissisDer of Scott county, which office be held nine 
years. In 1848 he was elected Recorder and Treasurer of Scott county, which 
positions he filled for eight years, after which he declined being a candidate !foc 
re-electioa. The length of time wbich be was continued in these offices is a 
high compliment to the manner in which he itlled them. 

Mr. Price has always taken a decided and consistent position in la.voi of the 
cause of Temperance, He was one of those who, in February, 1S48, organised 
the Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance for the State of Iowa, and was 
elected first Grand Worthy A. ; aud after. Grand Worthy Patriarch for the 
Stiite. He has been elected every year, since the organiiation of the Grand 
Division of Iowa, as representative to the NatJOnal Division of North 
America. In 1847 he was instrumental in organizing the present Division of 
Sons of Temperance in this city, and was elected tbe first W. P. In 1854, 
he was elected President of the " Maine Law Alliance" of the State ; and he 
filled this position in a manner which, while effectual toward the end in view, 
invariably held the respect of its most inveterate oppoaettts. 
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He was Treasurer for tlia Scott County Bible Society for the years IBSl, "i, 
'6 and '7, and Prtaident tor jears IBS* and 'S. 

Mr. Price Is entitled to an infinite deal of honor for the part he has taken in 
this eection towards the conatruction of our Eailroads. Ho was one o( the 
first, West of the MissUsippi, who agitated a railroad connection witii Ihe ' 
Atlantic, and it is owing as much or more to bis efforts than to thoae of any 
other one, that our city md county were induced to subacriha to the project. 

He also lent hia exertions to the Mississippi and Missonri Kailroad — which, 
when completed, will nnite ua with the Missouri Rirer, aod erentually with 
the Paoiflo. He was one of iti corporators, and traveled the entire length of 
the line to the Missouri, procuring right of way for the road — holding meet- 
ings in the counties through which the line runa, for the purpose of securing 
the interests of and making friends for the M. & M. R. B., and CTentually 
suoeeeded in driving off a project for a rival road. 

His present business connections are a partnership in the Pablishlng House 
of Luse, Lane & Co. ; another in tho Henry CountyCoal Company, and he is also 
Secretary, Cashier, and one of the Directors, of the Mississippi and Missouri 
Railroad. 

Mr. Price is one of the few living, hut much quoted, exflmples of what perse- 
verance, nntiring industry, and, above all, integrity, will accomplish. In four- 
leea years each dollar of his original hundred has been reproduced in a 
thousand j and with them all is the conviction that they are the frnit of honest 
industry. 

Hia views and position upon Temperance have given him a prominenca 
possessed by no other private citizen in the State, and yet, with this prom- 
inence, and hia strong blows in warring against the serried hosts of antagoniiidc 
men and principles, there is not, we venture to say, a man of his opponents 
who does not respect the singular honesty of his endeavors, and his entire free- 
dom from all effort to gain either personal or political popularity. It need not 
be added that he is liberal — the character we have thus far given him, fully 
indicates it. Added to this trait, he possesses the utmost regularity of habits 
— rising invariably at six o'clock, well-knowing that life is short, and its hours 

With an expression of regret that his fervent, philanthropic elertioos upon 
the Temperance question have not met with the full success which their 
character and end deserve, and of satisfaction that bis life has practically de- 
monstrated the success of correct principles, we leave him to the considera- 
tion of our readers. 
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Thb foregoing, although including the prominent men of DaTenport, doea 
not contain all who are prominent, either from long residence, the poaaession 
of ability, public spirit, or such other qunlitiea as entitle their possessore to 
prominence in any community. There are others here whose biographies 
■would confer honor upon any work — among whom are Dr, Barrows, Hon, John 
P. Cook, Ebeneaer Cook, Hon. James Grant, Gen. Geo. B. Sargent, D. C. Eld- 
ridge, John Forrest, Andrew Logan, J. M. D, Burrows, Harvey Leonard, and 
not a few others. Oircunistances, however, forbid a lengthened mention, 
however mnch each deserFes it. 

The following are the names of settlers who caojo to Seott county on 
and previous to 1840, with the year of their coming : 

P 1836. 



Anioine LeClaire, 1833, 
George L. Davenport, 
G. C. R.Mitchel, 1835, 
Dr. E. S. Barrows, 
James M. Bowling, 1835, 
A. H. Davenport, 
James Mclatosh, 
Capt. Leroy Dodge, 
». C. Eldridge, 
Lewis L, Clark, 
Charles H. EldriJge, 
Wm. S. Cook. 
Ehenezer Cook, 
John P. Cook, 
Wm. Vantnyl, 
Jabez A, Burchard, 
Roswell H. Spencer, 
Adam Noel. 
John Noel, 
Henry 0. Morehead, 
John Armel, 
Edward Rickar, 
Louis Hib be rt, 1331, 



Sam'l. Sullivan, 
Samuel Little, 
James E. Burnsides, 
James 'Kelly, 
Wm. 0, Hall. 
A. E. B. Hall, 
Andrew J. Hyde, 
George Hyde, 
E. W. H. Winfield, 
Etheral Camp, 
Benj. Wright. 
Capt. James E. Murry, 
Mrs. A. W. M'Gregor, 
William Velie, 
Col. T. C. Bads, 
Stephen Henly, 
Jesse Henly, 
Foster Campbell, 
John P. Cooper, 
John D. Richey, 
Rufus Catiin, 
Robert Wilson, 



Ira C. Van Tayl, 
Henry B. Armel, 
Thos. H. Armel, 
E. B. Armel, 
Jesse Armel, 
William Armel, 
Jacksou Armel, 
James Armel, 
David Barry, 
John Carter, 
Charles Carter, 
Claudius McLafliin, 
Widow John Robin so 
Joseph P. Robinson, 
Perry Clark, 
Andrew Ringlesby, 
Strather Ringlesby, 
Eph. Lane, 
Wm. Laue, 
Geo. W. Thorn. 
Stephen Thompson, 
Wm. Thompson, 
G. W. Franks, 
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; 






David LeClaire, Peter WHsoQ, Goodrich Hiibljard, 






Lee I. Hall, Henry Gabbert, Jerremiab Hubbard, 






I. M. T. Hall, Daniel Berryman, Wm. Wbite, 






David Sullivan, William H 


bbard, James Davenport, 






W. R. Shoemaker, J. H. Snllivau, 






Wade Monday, 133!!, Jules Bumberg, Henry Bumberg, 






Archer, killed at Rockingham 18B7.« 


Little, Frances,* 






Brown.J. M., TiptoD.N.y. 


Lee, Edward, Canada, 






Baty,* 


Lingo, Edward, St. Louis, 






Cook, Ira, Sr., 1854,* 


Lingo, ThoE,, St, Louis, 






Cook, Ira, Jr., Fort DesMoine, 


Lindsay, Thos. came 1836, 1839,* 






Camp, Jas. H., Linn county, Iowa, 


Lindsay, Asa, came 1835, 1839,* 






Campbell, A. W.. died In California, 


* McGregor. A, W,, 183S, 1857,* 






Campbell, Geo,, California, 


McLean, 0. G,, I8S0,* 






CUuTer, Capt. J., St. Louis, 


Morehead. Joseph, Insane Hospital, 0., 






Camp, Wm. Mt. VerEon, 


McLean, Reuben, St, Louis, 






Cline, Oregon, 


McCoy, J ,* 






Carroll, John, Sr.,* 


Mountain, Sam']., St. Louis. 






Carroll, Wm., Kook Island, 


Mitcbell,(G.C. R.'s father,)Va., 1B40,* 






Davenport, M., 1852,* _ 


Noel Joseph, 1838,* 






Davenport, Jas,, Illinois, 


Nichols,* 






Davis, Daniel, Tipton, 


Parker Jonathan, Jr.,* 






Dutro, Wm., St. Loais, 


Powers, Moses, California, 






Dodge, Chas., Rochester, lown,. 


Pope, Jno., Maquoketa, 






Davaoport, Olho, 111.. 


Powers, H., Lewiston, N. Y., 






Gabbart, David, !8a&,» 


Palmer, David,* 






Gardner, Wm., unknown, 


Parkhurst, J. W.,* 






Giberaon, Daniel, le40,» 


Bicker, Eufua, Sr.,* 






HrII, a. p.,* 


Sullivan, J. H., Ohio, 






Han, J. H.,* 


Shepherd, B.B., New York, 






Hali, W. W.,* 


Sebert, Andrew, 1868,* 






Henby, Stephen J.,» 


Sturdevant, Harvey, 1848,* 






Higgius, H. W., niinois, 


Shays, John,* 






HiggiuB, Jno. v., illiooia, 


Stubbs, Jas., Captain, 1848,* 






Higgins, Henry, Illinois, 


Savoy,* 






Hanks, Wm., Minnesota, 


Topen, Josepb, 185G,« 






Hailett, Jas,, Lyons, 


Tannerhill, California, 






Harold, 0., St. Loma, 


Turner, Jas., nnknowB. 






Harrison, Richard, Min. Point, 


VanAUen, 18S8, 






Hubbard, Asaal,* 


VanDyte, Amos,* 






Hnlse, Stephen'* 


Watts, Wm. B., unknown, 






Harrison, Henry, nnknown, 


Wilson, Frasier, Rock Island, 






Heller,* 


Wilcox, William, Dr., 1842,* 






Hacker, John, drowned,* 


Wilcoi, Fred., California, 






Kale, Wm., St. Louis, 


Wilcoi, Wm., Jr., Dlinois, 






Lingo, Wm., St. Louis, 


White, Wm„ Alton, Illinois, 






Lane, Wilcox, Oregon. 


White, James, Alton, Illinois. 








Batler, G. H., 






HiggiOBOD,J.a,Dubnque. 


Allen, 






BapliHte, Merchant,* 


Bronson, Titua,* 






Pike, B. F,, California, 


Bennum,Wm., Illinois, 
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Gavitt, Rev. Wm., Ohio 
Sholea, SlantoQ ,» 
Wilson, Jamea,* 
Warron, Geo.,* 
Wilaon, Joha, Kansas, 



Samuel Ljter, 

Harvej Leonard, 

Gen. G. B, Sargent, 

Jobn L, Coffin, 

Willarii Barrows, 

Jobn M. Ljter, 

E. S. Motey, 

Capt. John Colemnn, 

Levi Williams, 

Nathaniel Sqoires, 

John Forrest, 

John F. Dillon, 

Hot. J. A. Pelamorgnes, 

Rev, Enoch Mead, 

Kodolphus Bennet, 

Franlc Bennet, 

J. M.^. Bnrrowa, 

Mrs. Wallace, 

Lonis A. Maclclot, 

David 



ColtOQ, L. S.,* 

Gordon, Msj. Win.,* 

Kmmerson, Dr., 1844,* 

Bumberg, L.,* 

Biimberg, Alex., Hampton, Illinois, 



Elisha G. Burrows, 
H. H. Peas, 
Capt. Isaac Hawlcy, 
George Hawltj, 
Daniel Hawley, 
Christopher ho we, 
Lonis Giberaon, 
John WilUa, 
Ellhu Alvord, 
C. C. AWord, 
Samnel Alford, 
George Alvord, 
Robert Humphrey, 
John Hajwood, 
James Robinson, 
James Mead. 
James M. Leonard, 
J. 8. Brown, 
0. F. Meyers, 



John Porter, 
Daniel S. Porter, 
Phillip Baker, 
Vincent Carter, 
Caleb Dnnn, 
Edi=in Duan, 
Aljetl Dnnn, 
Charles Averell, 
Edward Averell, 
Jeremiah Henett, 
Porter McKinetry, 
No hie McKinstry, 
Andrew Golem ao, 
James Coleman, 
George McCosh, 
Anson Rowe, 
Mrs. Finch, 
Mary Trucks, 
Mr. Ackerman, 
). Thorn, 



Coleman, Foster, Illinois, 

Coleman, Roblnaon, Illinois, 
Dwigging, Robert, 1st, CeJar county 
Dwiggina, Robert, 2d, Cedar county, 
Dwiggins,J.,dieii'Ofi, boiler esplosion, 
Dwiggina, Andrew, Cedar county, 
Dillon, Timothy,* 
Dillon, Thomas.* 
Dunn, John H.,* 
Donaldson, A. C, Califoruia, 
Davis, Garret, Camden, III., 
Dwig^ns, Calahan, Cedar county, 
Dwiggings, James, Cedar county, 
Dillon, Timothy, Jr., drowned 1841,* 
Eldridge, William, died inCalifomia, 
Eidridge, Wm. P., died in Teiaa, 
Easley, MilinglOD, Wisconsin, 
£ as ley, Frankiin, Wisconsin, 
Easley, William, California, 
Poy, John,* 
Franks, V. B„ I83B, Va., Port Bjroo, 



Matteer, George, California, 
McGranahen, John, Kansas, 
MoGranaban, Anguatna, died in Cal., 
Norris, Aaron B., Conncii Blufis, 
Neff, Robert, St. Louis, 
' Perrin, Frank, New Orleans, 
Pigman, Muscatine county, 
Pigman, Jeff., Muscatine county, 
Qoinn, John, Ohio, 

Russell, A. F., Danville, Pennsylvania, 
Robinson, John, killed,* 
Ringleeby, Lewis, 18SE,* 
Ringwalt, Samuel, Dowcicigloii, Pa., 
Rowe, S. Dr., Lawrence, Mieh., 
Rowe, Nelson, Iowa fflty, 
Ringlesby, Jobn, 1855,* 
Ringleaby, H.,iiied in California 1858, 
Rowe, William,* 
Howe, B. F.,* 

Sheller, John S., Barlingtoa, 
Shoemaker, WilUam R., Fort Riley, 
Shepherd, S. H., N. Y., 
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Finlej, A. W., 1845*, Sibly, Datid, died in Wisconsin, 




Galagber, John, Cedar countyj Sherman, Samuel, drowned,* 




Gano, Aaron 0.,* Smith, Capt. M.,* 




Howell, H. S., WiscoiiBin, Trus, Abram, 1838 • 




Haywood, Thomas,: 1850,* Trus. John, ]83B, 




Hawley, E., Philadelphia, Whiting, Setb L , Elmira, New York, 




Milla, I. K., Tort Kiley, Hallock, Wm,, Mt. Pleasant, 




DariB, Edward, Pa,, Briggs, Ansel, California, 




DaTis, Dan., Tipton, Kemy, R., Pa., 




HaUock, J. C, Mt. Pleasant, Fipps,-Chas.,D«baqHe, 




Brown, S. S., New York, Whiting, Stephen, California, 




Coil, Beo., unknown, Knap, Eph., Mintieaota, 








Ennis, Mr., Philadelphia, , WiUon, Dr„ Wisconsin, 




Sutherland, John, St. Louis, Hedges, Samuel,* 




Chamberlain, Wm.,* Hedges, Wheeler, Cincinnati, 




Fineh, A.,* Smith, Lionel,* 




Wade, Hampton,* Hedges, Isaac,* 




Kelly, Thomas, Meiico, Smith, John,* 




Lftthrop, L., drowned. Thorn, Henrv,* 




Warcen, Wilbec,*. 




aKTTLEEB OP ISSS. 




Andrew I.ogan, John Carver, George W. Fenno, 




Augustas C. Logan, John Shuck, Charles Fenno, 




0. C, Logan, Obed Donaldson, William Fenno, 




Gol. John r>. Evans, Sam'l. Wyscowber, Amos Fenno, 




Cbeeney Munger, Benj. Mathews, Adam Donaldson, 




James McGuire, James Baker, Joseph Elder, 




Joseph C. Quinn, William Baker, Dennis R. Fuller, 




Jatnes Quinn, James Grant, Zenaa Blackman, 




Wm. D. Quinn, Levi Moore, John Willis, 




Alexander Brownlee, Marion Moore, Col, Charles Weston, 




James Brownlee, Ellas Moore, George C. Havill, 




Wincheswr Sherman, Samuel Freeman, Irad Noble, 




John W. Wiley, Lemuel White, James T. Carter, 




Sylvester Wiley, Johti White, Ebeneier Carver, 




Joseph Monnts, Nathan Blackman, Levi Williams, 




Robert Christie, John K. Japies, J. W. Williams, 




John Rubey, Pat, McGuire, John Pope, 




Aug, Pope, Abel Pope, 




Barclay. Samuel, 'Jr., St. Paul, Hutt, Hiram, Moline, 




Barclay, Sam'l., Sr., ISaB,* LeClaire, Alesis, 18iO,« 




Berryman, J. M., Ohio, Leech, Capt. * 




Bishop, Stephen, Canada, Moore, Elias,* 




Burgess, Kansas, Mitchell, Jaa., runaway, 




Bnrnell, Abram, 1840,* Moss, L., 1842,* 




Cooper, H'ury, Dubuque, Monnts. M , 1853,* 




Cooper, Austin, Dubuque, Mars, Samuel, Illinois, 




1 
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Daily, George, Canton, Iowa, Noble, I!«rile, Minnesota, 




Oilt. Eliag, Alton, 


Noble, George, Minnesota, 




Gill, Geoi^e, died 1839, 


Noble,* 






Hinolde, Charles, GaleDa 


Nichols 


William,* 




Higainson, Samuel P., Petin, Nichols 


P. S., Australia, 




Hill, rrad,Miobigiin, 


Parker, 


J. M., Florence, 




Hoge, David, 1847,* 


Peters, 


W. H., Rbinfick, New York, 




Hutt, Abram, DeWitt, 


Pieraol, 


John, Camanclie, 




Parkhnrst, Sterling,* 


Parkhu 


St, E.,* 




Peteia, A. D., 1845,* 


Robertson, Jobn, Illiuois, | 




Parr, Muscatine, 


Sullivao 


, Lucien, New York, 




Quinn, Joseph C, Ohio, 


Wright, Benjamin, Sr,,« | 




Cociley, T. J. 


Warren 


Alphonae, Minnesota, 




Dubois, John, New Yorl; 




t, H. liiicois. 




Scott, Jonah, 


Krarger, 8.,* i 




WhiW, S. H. Moline, 


McCoj, James B., Mt. Morris, 111., j 




Bardwell, 0., Galena, 


Conway 


W. Wm.,* 




Hate, Asa, Galena, 


Courtney, E., Dubuque, ] 




LflPage. Louis, Illinnis, 


Patten, 


JaoksoQ, California, 




Clarlt, Wm-, uuljnown, 


Patten, 


Thomas, Califoraia, 




Meredith, S.,* 


Walling 
Walling, Win.,* 


Geo.,* 




John Owens, 


John liixon and sons 


George F. Hall, 




John Eldridge, 


Lewis Burrows, 


William Inslee, 




James Rumbold, 


David Durrowa, 


Roderick Center, 




B. P. Coatee, 


Christian Cober, 


Joshna Maw, 




Benj. Coates, Jr., 


Leonard Cooper, 


Wm. Newby, 




William Coates, 


H. S. Fiuley, 


Eobt. Newby, 




N. M. Itambo, 


Horace Bradley, 


Nathan Nenby, 




James Thorington, 


James Lindsey, 


E. A. Evans, 




John Thorington, 


I. T, Lindaey, 


John Trucks, 




John Morton, 


A. A. Lindsey, 


Abram T.-ueks. 




L. J. Center, 


A. H. Owens, 


William Level, 




James McCosh, 


Wm. S. Collins, 


Miehaei Cooper, 




Samuel Parker, 


George E. W. Hoge, 


Raphael Cooper, 




J. M. Witherwai, 


Israel Hall, 


Michael Grace, 




E, S. Cc^s, 


John Carroll, and mother, James Hale, 




Silas Glaspell, 


Wm. Carroll, 


Osmar S. McKown, 




Isaac S.Glaspell,^ 


D. B. Sbaw, 


AliboQe Morton, 




Barwn Glaspell, 


John Leamen, 


Wm. Todd, 




Gabriel McArthur, 


J. H. Morton, 


Volney Wan-en, 




Hobt Oris well. 


Cooorad B«ed, 


Edward Burneii, 




Moses Parraalee, 


Edwin Parmalee, 


John Friday, 




Henry Farm alee. 


Wm. Parmalee, 


Montgomery Thompson, 




Walter Parmalee, 


James Parmalee, 


Charles Metteer, 




Cliarlea LesBlie, Laurel Suranors, 




Arhell, Froiericli, 1842 


* Little, 


Jas., New Orleans, 




Brown, JiidsoQ, Port Bj 


con, McLot 


JchnN., 1850,* 




21 
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Brown, William, 18-16 * 


Hunger, W.. Chicago, 






Nye. died 1840,* 




Coleman, Charles, 1843 * 


Owens, John, Jr., LlinoiS, 




Downer, Eraetus, Illinois, 


Owens, Jas., Illinois,* 




Elder, C, drownad 1846,« 


Perrin, Aaron, California, 




Fieher, Samuel, Philadelphia, 


Perrin, John, California, 




Fisher, John, San Francisco, 


Perrin, Isaac, California, 






Perrin, Theodore. 1845,* 




Fitzpatriok, B., Dabnque, 


Riddle, H, B., died 1856,* 




Foster, Aaa,* 


Sherman, Abel, Alabama, 




Glaspel, Jaa,, Sr., died 18*7, 


Sherman, Luke, New York, 




Glaapel, Edqs,* 


Sherman, Samuel,* 




Glaspel, Jas- Jr.,* 


Smith, M. Capt., drowned. 




Gates, drowned,* 


Sloper, Samuel,* 




Wetmore, Wm., Ky.. 


Sno,T, Jarcd,* 




Hoge, Thomas S., New York, 


Thorington, Jno., Sr.,» 




Holbrook, Rev, J. C. Dubuqup 


Shays, John, Ohio. 




Belliin, Henrj,* 


Squires, laaac, St. Louis, 




Churchill. Chis,, Illinoia, 


Moran, Wm., 




Bovington, Dr., 


West, Naroisse Yarten, 




Coodj, Dr., 


KiuKaly, Joaeph, Fa., 




Tultla, Calvin, Wiseonsln, 


Taylor, Reese, Maqaoketa, 




Squires, John, N.Y., 


Taylor, Peter, Kansas, 
ETTIEHS OF 1840, 




E. M. Prettjman, Wm. 


Briees, Bartholemew Wells. 




Alfred Sanders, L. Walling and hrotier, Peter Trainer, 




David MoKown, G. Tapley, Michael McNemara, 




Gilbert MoEown, Andrew Doyle, Gibbon, 




Stephen Schoolfield, Aadre^v J. Lawea, , Wm. H. Gayle, 




S. Burnell, Thom 


as Kerns, Johnson, 




Dr. Hiram Brown, W. W. MoCamnion, Sam'l. Stevens, 




Dr. CjrHB G. Blood, Alex 


Wells, Thomas Wood, Sen., 




Diivid Bnckwalter, Joseph Gavmon, A. A. McLoeksv, 




Henry Buchneau, Yital 


Bucheau' John Letting, 




M. G. McLoakey 


David Hawley, 




Armitage, J., Canada, 


Gafnay, Barney, 1840,* 




Bnckwalter, Joaeph, 1854,* 


Grover, ErasEus, Masaachuaetts, 




Bnckwalter, Daniel, 1847,* 


Guyer, Samuels, Oliio, 




Baker, Morris,* 


Howard, M., 1843,* 




BronsoQ,* 


Hoiran, Patrick, 18S6.* 




Bardwell, Doot,, Linn county. Pa., Kelly, Thomas, Lonisiana. 




Brophy,* 


McCIosky, Robert J., 1848, 




Clark, Doct., California, 


Moyer, Albert, Pennsylvania, 




Cark, Dennas, Wiaoonsin, 


McGranahan, Geo., Kansas, 




Chin, Richard, St. Louis, 


Nichols, John, St. Louis, 




*D<*0»5rf. 
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Colenian, Fioley, Illinais, Leonard, Sam'l., LeClaire, 

Wood, Thomas, Jr., 111., Gro.er, N. B., 

Criawell, Bobert, LeClaire, Taplej, G. Lian, Masa., 

Nichols, Vim., 1852 * 

Appropriate and perlioent to the Biogra-pbies, are tbe proceedings of the 
Pioneer Settibks AsaociATio:^ of Swott Cottbty, and their Firet Ansuai 
Festival, held oq Monday evening of Febcuarj 22d, at the Burlis House, in 
the citj of Davenport 

At a meeting of old settlers of Scott county, who became residents prior to 
December 31, 1840, held in LeClaire Hall, Davenport, pursuant lo a notice in 
the daily papers, on the evening of Saturday, January 23, 1858, some sisty 
persons were aeaembled. The meeting was called to order liy Duncan C. 
Eldridge, Esq., -whereupon Ebenezer Cook, Esq., was elected Chairman, and 
John Coffin, Secretary, of the meeting. 

The Chairman, on taiing his seat, espreased, with a few happy remarks, the 
pleasure whicb it gave him to meet so many of his old fcienda on tiiis occasioo, 
and alluded to the warm interest ho had always felt in those who had stood 
side by side with him in the hardships and struggles incident to the early set- 
tlement of thia county. He said, " that if there was anything of good about 
him, if he had ever been of aoy service to this community, and in fact for all 
be waa at this day, he felt himself indebted to tbe early settlers of this county, 
who had always stood by bim ; that he had always been willing to divide the 
last crust of bread with any one of them that needed, and he prayed to God, 
that as long as he lived, he might be disposed to divide with them the last 
shirt on his back, if any one of them required it." 

On motion of James Mcintosh, Esq., a Committee of five was appointed by 
tbe Chair to draft a Preamble and Resolutions for organizing the Association. 

Tbe Chair appointed James Mcintosh, Willard Barrows, John F, Dillon, D. 
C. Eldridgo, and Edward Rieker, Esquires, said Committee. 

While the Committee was absent, the meeting was entertdned by Wm. 
McCammon, Esq., and by the Hon. John P. Cook. 

The Committee then presented the following Preamble and Resolations, 
whit;h were unanimously adopted: 

Whekeas, it was our destiny, as American citizens, esoited by a spirit of 
laudable enterprise, to be tbe pioneers in the settlement of this fair and fertile 
section of our State : and, whereas, it aeems desirable that we should perpet- 
uate the memory of that settlement, and from time to time recall tie history 
of the past, so rich in incident of great and varied interest, therefore, be it 

Eesolved, That all those who became residents of the Territory, now known 
as Scott county, in Iowa, prior to December SI, 1840, form themselves into a 
society, the object of which shall be to extend the right hand of fellowship to 
all those who have lived through the honorable conflict of the past to Ebare 
and enjoy the prosperity of the present, and to interchange congratulations, 
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that their enrly struggles and Iiardsliipa have resulted ia a growlli and devel- 
opment almost without a pai-allel. 

Iteeoleed, That this Aasoeiatioe be known by the name of 

Seiolved, That its officers sball consist of a President, ten Viee Praaidcnts, 
a Secretary and Treasurer; and an Esecutive Committee of five members, said 
committee to be appointed by tie President. 

Resolved, That a committee of three members be appointed by the Chair, to 
draft B Constitution and By-Laws to be aubmittod for adoption at the QCEt 
meeting. 

Resolved, Thai a committee of Gvo members be appointed to mate arrange- 
ments for a fosliTal to be held in this city, on the 22d day of February, 1858. 
Resolved, That Uokets of invitation be sent to all "Pioneer Settlers" who 
have eince become non-residents of this county. 

Considerable diaoassion on the subject of a name, and the word " Pioneer," 
having to the mids of many present a sacreduess in tbia connection, it was 
moved by the Hon. Jno. P. Cooli, and voted, tbat the blank be filled, so that 
the resolution as frnmed, stands tbiis ; 

Resolved, Tbat tbio Association be known by the name of " The Pioneer 
Settlers' Association of Scott county." 

The obtur appointed Judge Weston, Jno. F. Dillon, and C. C. Alvord, 
Esquires, committee on Constitution and By-Lawa ; and appointed Willard 
Saitows A. H. Owens, James MelntosI), Geo. L. Davenport, and D. C. Eldridge, 
Esquirea, a committee on the festival. 

The Association then proceeded to elect its first officers, which resulted in 
the choice of the following named gentlemen : 

ASTOINE LeCLAIRE, Presidait. 
Ebenezer Cook, Esq., 
Dnnoan C. Eldridge, Esq., 
WiUard Barrows, Esq., 
John Owens, Esq., 
Robert Christie, Esq., 
Jabcz A Burcbard, Esq., 
Adrian H Da.Tenport, Esq., 
Alej-andor Brownlee, Esq., 
LeRoy Dodge, Esq., 



Vke Presidents. 



Dr, E, S. Barrowa, Corresprrading Secretary. 
John L. Coffin, Recording SecretaTy. 
Geo. B. Sargent, Esq,, Treasurer. 
John L. Coffin, Seereisri/. 

Tickets having been issued, including Old Settlers, Press, Clergy, and 
Author and Publishers of " Davenport Past and Present," there was on Mon- 
day night of the 22nd of February, a crowded assemblage in the magnificent 
Halls and Parlors of ths " Burtie House." A happier crowd, and one whose 
sympathies and affections were so freely and harmoniously developed, never, 
perhaps, assembled in such numbers. Formality, caste, old feuds, dislikes, 
and all nnkinduesses, were merged, and disappeared in the joyous friendliness 
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that filled each heart — lips -were wreathed ia amiles, whif« locks were haloed 
with the snnshine of the ocoaa ion-— hard, stern features, that for jeara had 
aeowled npon life's difficulties, lost their rigidity, and reflected only happlDeBB. 
It was more, in all respects, like on aasembliag of loTing brothers around the 
household hearth after long yeaca of separatioD — there naa the same cordial 
warmth of greeting, the same affectionate enquiries, and the same happy yield- 
ing to the -spirit of the occasion. Not less, perhaps, than eight hundred were 
present — thfe oldest of whom was Mr. Elihu Alyoed, who had attained the ripe 
old age of eighty-three. 

The assembly was called to order by Ehenezbr Cook, Esq., and tho President, 
Antoisb LeClaibe, took his seat. After the Davenport Braaa Band had dis- 
conraed a fine piece of music, a cano presentation took place. The cane was 
of native hickory, mounted with a costly gold head, upon which was engraved 
— " Pioneer Settlers' Association of Scott county, organized January, I808." 
On the lower part of the head was engraved the name of the first Preaident, 
Antoine LeClaire, with space lor the name of all succeeding ones — aa the cane 
ia to be handed down from President to Preaident until the last Old Settler has 
departed to another life. The presentation was made by Jons F. Dillon, ac- 
companied by a Ehort speech in hia felicitouE and poetical style. He said 

Mr. Peksilent :— I am charged with the grateful duty of presenting yon 
with this insignia of your office. You, who were the first to pioneer the way 
to this lovely spot, lovelier and richer than the land " flowing with milk and 
honey." You, who have used the wealth it has been jour good fortune to 
acquire, in constant endeavors to promote the growth snd advance the inter- 
all old pioneers, have been unanimously elected our first Preaident. Happy 
are we, that jour life haa been bounteously lengthened out to behold this night. 
Happj that we are able to bestow upon joa this teatimonial of our regard. 

What endeared re collection a, and thronging visions this occasion must call 
up and inapire'I Who would not fondly " give the hope of years" to enjoy the 
satisfaction and delight that muat to-night be youra 1 A thouaand incidents 
strike the electric chain of memory, and in the light of its corruacations the 
past cornea back again, and glows vividly before you I How pleasant, at 
times, to retouch memoriea that are being moss-grown, to relint the fast fading 
pictiirea of life! 

The chaiigea yon have aeen, how astonishing I The like whereof will be 
sought for in vain, in the realities of hiatory, and in the dreams of poetry. 

Since the world began, it has never in any age or country eshibited a 
growth BO solid, and a development so amaEing as that which you yourself 
have witnessed. So rapid and thorough is the progress of improvement, that 
the memorials of our early settlement are fast passing away. Scarcely a 
trace or vestige of the primitive log-cabin remains ; and the inquiry might be 
pertinently raised, not "have we a Bourbon," but "have wo a log-cabin 
among us?" These have been succeeded by coraforlablo and elegant dwel- 
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iingB — but whj specify changes when specification wore endless. All, all is 
changed, saye the unchanging sky aboTe us, und ihe changeless river tliat 
rolls by ua ; magnificent river I 

and without avoQCMng its gcologieal aoeuracy let me add — 

How often in the quiet watches of the nigbt, when I have beheld the glory 
of the one, reflected in and Increased by that of the other, has my heart melted 
with gratitude, that aspiring man could not reach the heavens to cover them 
with signs and placards, or mar the beauty of earth's glorious water couisea. 
Especially have ycu observed, sir, with intense inteceKt,the growth of our fair 
and proud yonng cily. 

This interest has not been the indifferent interest of a mere spectator, but 
with you it has partaken of a warmer nature ; it has claimed kindred with a 
paternal solicitude, and without demur has had its claim allowed. 

Our feeble infancy— our slow growth— our pcecarious eituation-- our 
gloomy prospects awakened for awhile tie most tender concern and anxious 
forebodings. These dark days happily Lave passed way, we trust, to return 
never more ; and Davenport to-day, in size and beauty, stands peerless among 
rivals, — the " Queen City" of Iowa. Well may we rejoice to-night with you, 
in the triumphs of a faith in our destiny, that has suffered all things, endured 
all things, hoped all things even unto the end. Sut these exultant feelings, 
and grateful reflections come to ua mingled, and tinged, and softened, and 
subdued with those of a sadder nature. While we have been busy, time and 
death haye not been idle. 

Uut I may not further indulge in. reflections that crowd for utterance, save 
to say, that this cane, made from a stick of native growth, and skilfully 
fashioned by the hand of a member of our Association, is the distinctive, and 
we think fitting and appropriate badge of jour office. As such, it is intended 
to be preserved with jealous care, and to be transmitted successively from 
President to President, until our Society shall be no more i 

On it will be found engraved your own name — the name of our Association, 
and the date of its organization. 

It affords me unfeigned pleasure, sir, in behalf of the " Pioneer Settlers' As- 
sociation of Scott county," to present this ensign of office and honor to you 
— the first President, wondering, who, of those present, shall enjoy tbe envi- 
able, jet melancholy distinction of being the last. 

This effort was highly applauded, after which the President, through E. 
Cook, Esq., responded as follows ; 

" Ma. Dillon : — I receive this cane, the ensignia of my office, as President 
of the "Pioneer Settlers' Association of Scott County," with great pleasure. 
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not alone becanse I sliall take pride ia ita exhibition, not alone because of its 
beautiful and akiifal workmanship, not alone for the veiy fluttering remarks 
attendaat upon its presentation, either of which oau sea would justify the feel- 
ing, but cbieflj because it is, and is intended bj the Association as a tangible 
memento of the past, and of th« early history of the settlement of our country, 
io be handed down, I trust, to future generations, to be preserred for ail time ; 
to bo eshibited to tbousands upon thousanda of our deseenijents yet unborn, 
as having been designed, made, and handled by their forefathers, the first set- 
tlurs of Scott county. 

With this cane, shall go down, I trust, the records of our Association, and if 
the niembera are faithful, and furnish, as required by the Constitution, the 
leading incidents of their lives, connected with their settlement and habitltiott 
in tills county, to be placed upon the records, how Interesting to those who 
come after us will be tliis cane, as a tangible memorial of their forefathers, 
long since crumbled into the dust from which they came, and whose history, 
to a greater or less eiteat, is written in the records before them. 

Methinks, as I look into the far, far future, I see within the limits of our 
county, a noble Building, dedicated to somo noble Public objects, and there, 
in some suitable and proper place, are deposited the records and lestiniouiala 
of this Association, Within its walls ia a living crowd, pressing forward, 
eager to see and persne the record, to see and touoh the memorials handed 
down with it, and I hear them say, "Thesa were sent down to ua from our 
forefathers— here is written a history of the first settlement of this beautiful 
land, of the trials and hardshipa endured, and of the triumphs won by them. 
Let them bo preserved forever." 

Ladies and gentlemen, members of this Association, let me charge upon you 
that you impress upon your children, and ehildrens' children, that they hold 
it as a sacred duty, when we shall all have passed away from earth, to pre- 
serve, intact, the records and memorials of our Association, and to transmit 
them unimpaired tfl future generations- 

You have been pleased, sir, to allude in very flattering terms to mo, per- 
sonally. If I have, in the course of a long life spout here, entitled myaelf to, 
and won the respect of my fellow men, particularly the Old Settlers of the 
county, I am amply repaid for any and all exertions T may have been able to 
make to aid in advancing the interests and prosperity of onr beloved city and 
county. 

If I have acquired wealth, it ia to the settlement of the country that lata 
indebted for it, for of what value would have been the land on which this city 
and the city of LeCiaire is built, except from the fact that you, gentlemen, of 
this Association, settled upon and improved the knds of the county, and 
thereby enabled ns to built up a city ! So that, gentlemen, we see that we are 
dependent, to a greater or less eitent, upon one another, and when we so act 
as to confer a benefit upon the community, we really ate benefitting ourselves. 
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Tiifl Association has been pleased to elect me their fi.st President. I take 
this, tbe first opportanity atFordud afforded me to return mj sincere and heart- 
felt thanlts for this eipresaiou of confidence and respect. The object and aim 
of this organizatioa is so eminently and apparently proper, that it is needless 
for me here to advert to it, other than to aay that I am rejoiced that the step 
has been taken, and that there is the interest manifested in the subject that is 
apparent here to-night, and I trust that interest irill be kept op and main- 
tained by every member ao long as be shall live. 

This cane, made as yon say, from a stick of native growth, is a fit and 
proper emblem of the office for which it is designed, for in the ordinary course 
of things it ia to be presumed that your Presidents will be men advanced in 
yeara, who will require its aid and support. It is, too, a fit and proper em- 
blem, as it will remind jour future Presidents that their predecessors who 
have leaned upon it for support, have passed down the vale of time into 
eternity, whither they must soon follow, and surrender it again to aid and sup- 
port some other aged man down the same path, until, at last, the last man of 
your Association shall grasp it, and in the performance of his sad duty, pro- 
vide for it, and other memorials, a place of deposit, which we trust shall be 
kept sacred forever." 

" After the ceremony of the Cane Presentation was concluded, tho " First 
Annual Address" was delivered by Hon. John P. Coob. It is a splendid pro- 
duction, aud presents in its combinations the finest blending of philosophy, 
humor, wit, and pathos, that ever was delivered in Davenport. We give it 
entire, although it lacks the forcible eipression, easy emphasis, and generally 
graceful oratory of the speaker ; 
" Mr. President, and Ladies and Gentlemen : 

Through the politeness of the committee appointed to arrange fbr this occa- 
sion, it has befallen to my lot to address yonr association, oa this the first 
festival of the Pioneers of Scott County. 

The interest manifested in this organiaation, this large assembly, and the 
familiar nod of recognition passing from one to another, attest the perfect hap- 
piness we all feel in this union, made genial hy the hardships of tbe past, the 
joy of the present, and hopes for the future. 

In the West such a society is neither new aor uncommon. The first set- 
tlers of Illinois, Wisconsin, and of many of the older eotinties in our own 
beautiful Iowa, have been drawn together by that fraternal regard which is 
always warm in the honest heart of an " old pioneer." 

If, in the excitement of business, and tbe duties of life, we have hitherto 
neglected to como together, as the pioneers of Scott county, the greater reason 
now exists, that we should noucish this infant association, and make it pro- 
motive of every good and noble sympathy of the heart. 

Our organization is now complete, our names are enrolled, and with the ex- 
ception of absentees, and such as have not yet joined, although entitled to 
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membership, onr ranks are full, and uniler our conatitiition there ciin be no 
accession to our number, other fhaji esoeptiuns named. With n just appre- 
ciation of the memory of the dead, joa have procured the names of those who 
settled in this counly prior to 1840, but who now no longer live, so that jour 
records will perpetuate tlidr names, who have "acted well their part," and 
now sleep beneath the cold clod« of the valley, as ours, who have survived to 
consummate this organiaation. In thus reoordini; the names of the dead, who 
were our companioua in frontier life, we but open a record that will soon eon- 
tain the names of all who now stand recorded as ItBini/ rnemberi of this asso- 

One by one we shall pass away, and at each returning festival some 
familiar faco will ha missed at the board, some chair will be vacant, and the 
record of the living will be shortened to lengthen the record of the dead, 
while the void in our ranks can never, never be filled. 

As years roll on, those of us who may be living at the end of the first de- 
cade, will realize the fearful work of death among us. 

A little longer, yet a little longer, and a score of years shall have passed 
away, leaving but a few to cherish the memory of the departed, and to cling 
closely, ah I how closely, to each other. 

Who shall presume to lift the veil, and name the pioneer who will then 
answer to the Secretary's roll call! 

A little longer, and still a little longer, and the youngest among us will have 
reached his threo score years and ten, and do one may know. Until lime un- 
folds the eternal decree, who of our number will be the last survivor of the 
pioneers of Scott county I 

While we may not penetrate the dim future, not name those who shall hold 
the last meeting, keep the last festival — though, alas ! more solemn than festive 
it will be — and perform the last rites, ere this association oeasea to eiist, yet 
we may imagine its closing scenes, and admonish one another to prove faith- 
ful and true till the last one shall have passed from earth. 

You have procured a cane, and have had inscribed thereon, " Pioneer Set- 
tlers' Association, organized January, 18[ 
sented it to your President, with instruct! 
last successor in office. That successor lii 
in propria persona, he is with us in spirit, a: 
to officiate at the last act of your association. 

For a moment ^ve free scope to the imagination, and go with me to a period 
thirty, forty, perhaps fifty years hence, and behold here a city of two hundred 
thousand inhabitants, all eager to act their part in the business of life, run- 
ning hither and thither, jostling each other i a the crowd, some seeking the 
proHts of commerce, some collecting the news of the day, some chasing 
pleasure, some bent on mischief, some bound for the station house of a bal- 
loon about to be wafted across the continent with a full load of human beings, 
who eipect to dine in New York on the same day, some about to seat them- 
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selves ia the cars of an almospherio railway, advyrtiaed to go throngh to the 
seaboard in two lioura, without c 
dor and enterprise, let us, oa the 
building on Tnentj-Fiflh street 
county pioneers. There sits tl 
numbering five, perhaps more, 
trembling limbs, denote them chi 
They are looking back orer th 
the early history of our own country, are reconnting many of the Lardships 
and incidents of frontier life ; they recall the first featital of the association, 
and men lion the names, and drop tears to the memory of many assembled hero 
to-day j they have before them the record of the association, and it tells of 
your annual meetings and festivals— your official doings— the names of your 
officers — andit faillifully preaerTes the history of many incidents in the ei- 

Some venerable patriarch selected from that little band delivers the annual 
address, and he wants not matters of interest, appropriate to the ocoasion, to 
talk about, and with which to hold the attention of his hearers. 

With a faithful and vivid recolieotion of early tiroes, and early associations, 
ho pictures the past, and compares it with the realities about him, until 

" Fund memurj trings tho light 
or other days argund them." 

Is that the last festival ! Another year rolls around, and that cane supports 
the aged frame of the President to the Festive Hall, where he meets 
friends yonng aod old ; but one, a solitary one shall grasp his hand, and ex- 
claim— 



In the ordinary course of nature, it is reasonable to suppose, that the 
younger members of tbe association will be among tho last survivors of our 
number, and upon tbem will fall the duly of closing onr records, and pro- 
viding a depository for everything pertaining to the association. 

Young manl that duty may be yours; act well your part through life, that 
we may Lave a worthy representative in closing an association so auspiciously 
commenced. 

Teach your children to venerate tho land they are to inhabit, and impress 
upon them the duty they owe to their native home, and their pioneer fore- 
fathers. 

Leave to thera as a rich legacy the pleasing duty of providing a fitting re- 
ceptacle for the records and memorials of the association, that they, and their 
children's children, may ever find a failliful history of the early pioneers, and 
of the settlement of the country. 
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Admonish them, that when the spirit of the last one of ua takes its flight 
from earthly scenes — the gad and interesting duty will deTolve lipoa them, to 
fnllow the retnains to their last resting plaoo ; to perform the closing scenes in 
our history, a,nd to writo the last chapter of onr record. 

To the minds of some, such an association may seem of small importance 
and donbtful oiiatenee; but 1 doubt whether a society could be organized in 
tho West with stronger ties of friendship and sympathy tbau one will find 
among the " Old Settlers." 

Wa have all had our strifes, onr political, local, and social disagreement', 
and shall doubtless continue to haye them : but thty are soon furgiven and 
forgotten, and we turn to the bright side of the picture, and call to mind the 
early scenes in our settlement here, while the generous promptings of tha 
heart bind as more closely together. 

There is no period in man's life at which be is not more or leas dependi-nt 
upon his fellow man, and the esperience of every day admonishes ua that we 
should cultivate the christian virtuea and neighborly kindness — and while we 
shonld manifest these towards oil who come in comact with us, they are 
doubly duo to those who shared our early toils and privations, and have ever 
been ready to lend a helping hand to the "Obi Settlers.'' 

The history of the early settlement of Scott oounty is replete with interest- 
ing ineidcnls, and to those of us who first " squatted'' and located our claima 
upon " Uncle Sam's" land, it is a satisfaction to look back to that period, and 
compare ScDtt conuty then with Scott county now. No one here to-day can 
claim a settlement anterior to that of our worthy President, and certainly no 
one has done more than he in aiding and eoconraging the first settlers ; and I 
may be permitted thus publicly to record the bumble acknoivledgmenla of my 
father's family to him, who was the first to estend his hand, to offer hospi- 
tality, and to welcome us to onr prairie home. I was but a boy than, yet how 
well do I remember the scene when I landed one bright May morning in 183G, 
within four sqnares of the spot where we are now assembled. 

The ground uponwhich " mine host" of the Rurtis House has erected this 
apacions hotel, was a corn field, and two cabins below Jfain street constituted 
the improvements of the embryo ".City of Davenport ;" some half a doieu 
houacs across the river in the then villago of Stephenson marked the spot 
where now stands onr twin sister city. 

Tho booming of the morning gun from Fort Armstrong warned the red man 
that Uncle Sam's troopa were in posseaaion of their island home, and assured 
the pioneer of protection and safety. The daily movements of noble steamers 
upon the bosom of our majestic river told as that the way was opened to im- 
migration ; while the unclaimed acres invited the hasbindman to one of tlia 
finest soils ever warmed by the sua of Heaven. 

Need we wonder that the old chieftain, Clack Hawk, and his noble band, 
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refused to yield up the country to their wtite brelhren ^ Can wa blame thera 
for clinging to this lovely spot, and for lingering around the graves of their 
dead? 



■m of destiny, that is fust sweeping away the 
a distinctive race, we mny question tho policy 
ind should throw the broad mantle of charily 

e had done fully her share io nialving this country an 
, it required the genius and enterprise of man 
d plant its towns and villages. 

ivilh reference to natural ndvantages pre- 
sented by the Miesissippi River and its tributaries, and hence every spot of 
ground along the river above high water mark [and some below,) was sur- 
veyed, platted, pictured, and named. 

I will not undertake the task of recalling the names even of all the early 
cities in Scott county, but I must not pass in silence the contest for supremacy 
between Davenport and Rockingham. The history of this struggle for the 
county seat of Scott is so fresh in my memory that I can almost bear one of 
the "old gunrd" singing — 

" Here we are, a happy, hsppj bajiii, 
On the bsnka of KocHingham." 

Davenport claimed the sent of justice, bec^iuse of her central locality, her high 
and dry site, her beautiful surroundings, and her many other natural advan- 
tages, which we all now concede and realize — while Rockingham expected to 
become the great centrepot of commerce in cooscqaence of the rich trade that 
was destined (as she supposed,) to flow from the fertile valley of Rock River. 

No one, in those days, expected to live long enough to see the iron horse 
flying over this western prairie, with its freights of human life, rich mer- 
chandiie from the East, and the still more valuable products of the West. 

Our ideas about traveling and commerce had not advanced beyond a light 
draught steamer, and John Fiink's mud wflgon. The wisdom and foresight of 
the statesmen of Illinois were directed to producing slack water navigation in 
Rock River, and a very decided amount of capital, energy, and enterprise, was 
devoted to building up Rockingham, in order that she might reap the benefit 
of the prosperous trade about to be opened with the Suckers in the rich val- 
ley of that river. 

I think I see the steamer Gipsey, with the hoys on board, ready to start out 
on an experimental trip from the port of Rockingham, bound for Fos River, 
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with a cargo of sundries, consisting chiefly of acoo-ti-op-o, " com hread and 
common doina ;" Scoo-ti-op-o, ** chiekin Jtiirts and vrtcOTnmon doins." CapCam 
Cray muunta the hurricane dec^, Tings the bell, and givea th« word to the 
natives on shore to "cast off the atarn hawser." The old GtjijfyiooTes : that pon- 
derous pile ot green oak lumber fastened to her stern slowly revolves, remind- 
ing one of the current wheels we sometimes see on llio rapids of a river. 
Awav she goes, and ihe crowd on her decks give us ihrec cheers at partiugi 
while young liockingham returns nine yells and a whoop. 

Such an event as opening tlio navigatiun of Rock Riter, with a stern -wheeler, 
was one of too much importatiee in its local bearing upon the future of corner 
lo[a, for Davenport to wish tlie Gipsey a safe trip, and the first impediment to 
the voyage, and the place where Davenport hopes centered, whs at the rapida 
n a 1 ndruf a Island. 

^ h le the "old Gipsey" sloBly ploughed her way through the waters of 
E k R er, a delegation of Davenporters cut acros^i by land to the Vandruf 
ap d to witness the eiperiment. The old sleamer pushed on, and boldly 
a; p a bed the rush ng waters, and fearful boulders ahead, to the tune of 
\ k e D10II0, whislIeJ by the wind instruments On board, with the varia- 
ous The Davenporters lay in ambush, watching the moTcments of the 
steamer, and wondering if such a craft could possibly ascend sack a correnl. 
Oh, unfortunate Miss Gfp'fj/.' why did you run your nose between those 
snnl.en boulder*, and bring everything up staodiiig? Why destroy the 
precious stores laid in for the trip, by smashing up glass and stone ware, thus 
rendering jour passengers and crew forlorn and spiritUiS ? Will you give it up 
so ' A yell from the " sepoys" in ambush decides the question. The order is 
■■ivcn, and all hands boldly jump overboard, and never tire or faint until their 
craft has oieared the treaoberoui rocks, and is once more in smooth water. 

I thinlt I see around me some of the mariners who helped " work the ship" 
on that occasion, and who made the round trip, and returned wiser, if not 
better, fresh water coveys. 

Who among you, recollecting the incidents of those stirring times, will ever 
forget the first county-seat qnealion ? Certainly, not the prominont actora on 
either aide, many of whom are with us to-day ? The " border rullians" of 
Missouri did not originate the idea of invading an adjoining territory in order 
to help their friends at an important election ; nor can Mr. Calhoun claim lo 
be the first man to record names whose owners were not at the ballot bos. 
We had a "border" and ft "Delaware crossing" long before Kansas was 
thought of, and, to use an expression of one of my pioneer friends, there was 
some "tall doings" on our borders, and on our crossing. 

The Suckers furnisbed a goodly number for both parties, but the delegations 
from " Snake Digging" and Moscow, (the former headed by a two-fisted miner, 
and the latter by the " old bogus coon,") increased the population of Scott 
county in one day to a number that astonished the unsophisticated, and 
threatened the depopulation of some of our sister counties. 
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Five dajs before tlie election, both, parties were certain of success, for eaci 
parly snpposed that it hod outwitted the other in importing Totera. Tbe dny 
of election arrived, and bo did the imported parties, r«joieing in the glorious 
principles of "equfttter sovereignly," and believing in the regulation of domes- 
tic institutions in their own waj, Snbjeot only to the party that eoitld poll the 
most votes, and make tbe returns etiow it. 

Tlie result of this election indicated a very respectable population in the 
county in point of numbers, and proved that Davenport had coloniEed the 
moat votefi. The returns were made to tlie Governor, who refused to issue a 
cerUficate, in eonteqnenoe of alleged illegal voting, and the Legislature again 
provided for another election, and that tho result should bo recorded on the 
reeopda of tho Commissi oners of Dubuque county. 

Tho election came off, and Kockingbam claimed the Tiotory— whiio Daven- 
port declared that tbe whole thing was illegal and void. From the popular 
arena the contest was transferred before the Commissioners of Dubuque 
county, thence to the Courts, thence to tbe Legiaiature, and Eually back again 
to the ordeal of "popular sovereignty." 

Immediate preparations were made for another straggle, and now throe or 
fonr different points were brought before the people for the prize. Eocking- 
ham 6aw that she stood no chance in a triaogolar fight willi laer old competi- 
tor, and at once determined to form an alliance with another rival candidate, 
located near tlie mouth of Dock Creot, fo that the last oontest was really 
between Davenport and tlie Dock Creek oomfield. 

The records of this county show that Davenport was triumphant, and the 
question waa thus forever settled. The important incidents of this last election 
were not of sufficient iniereat to me at the time, to impress my mind with 
more than one idea about them. I saw something " going up," and broke for 
"old Cedar." 

Eockinghara no longer rivals Davenport, but in vindication of the truth of 
History, injustice to tlioae who once inhabited the place, and in honor of two 
of the "old Rookinghani guard," who still cling to her soil, I may be permit- 
ted to say, that she was once a great place, and ladl waUred. 

During the time of the contest for the county seat, an event transpired 
■which must not be omitted, in speaking of the history of our settlement. A 
dispute arose between tbe State of Missouri, and tho then Territory of Iowa 
as to the boundary line between them, and so determined wore the authorities 
on both sides to eierciae jurisdiction over the disputed territory, that it re- 
sulted, in what is known to the Old Settlers, as the " Missouri War." 

There were warriors in those days; and I should do injustice to the patri- 
otism of that period, if I neglected to notice the military daring of the volun- 
teers, who rushed to tbe standard (and rations) of the commander-in-chief, in 
obedience to his call. 

The Sheriff of a border county in Iowa undertook to enforce the collection 
of tases in the disputed Territory. He was arrested by the authorities 
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of Missouri. The esecntive of Iowa de 
and to reeouB this Sheriff, Governor Luc 
for Toliiuteers. " My Toico is now for wiir"— was the patrioUo response of 
every true "Hankeje." The county seat question was forgotten in the more 
important duly of Jriving the invaders from our soil. DaTenport and Jiock- 
ingham men met, embraced, buckled on their armor, and side by side shouted 
theirwap cry— ''death to ihe'Fukes!" The officers in command held a 
council of war, and it was decided that Davenport should be the head quarters 
of the Scott County Army, in order that the troops might be inspired by the 
Bight of old Fort Armstrong, and at the same time occupy a position so near 
the Fort, that a safe vetreat would be at hand, in case of an attack from the 

On the day appointed for the first drill, the whole country marched to the 
standard of the gallant Colonel in command, and Davenport witnessed one of 
the most spirited military reviews that ever took place within her limits. The 
line was fornjed on the bank of the river, fronting toward the enemy's country, 
the right resting against a cotton wood tree, the left in close proximity to the 
Ferry House. There they stood, veterans of iron nerve and dauntless courage, 
presenting a sight that would have daunted the most desperate foe, and as- 
suring the women and children that they would defend their homes to Che 
death, against the " border ruffians" from the Des Moines River. 

The weapons, carried by some of these volunteer patriots, were not satisfac- 
tory to the eomraandiug officers, and about one-fonrlh of tha army were 
ordered out of the ranks, and thsir services dispensed with, unless they would 
procure others of a different character, and more in accordance with the Army 
regulations. The objectionable weapons consisted of a plough -colter, carried 
in a link of a large log-chain, which the valiant soldier had over his shoulder. 
Another was a sheet iron sword about sis feet in length, fastened to a rope 
strap. Another was an old-fashioned tin sausage stuffer. Another an old 
musket without a lock, and the balance of like character. 

The order was given for the onners of those mondescript weapons to laarch 
out of the ranks three steps. The order was obeyed. The ranks closed up, 
and the ofi'ending soldiers were discharged with a reprimand. 

I am not prepared to say thai the commanding officer waa justified, in thus 
summarily discharging so many men, who were ready and anaioua to serve 
their country ; and the result proved, that the amount of bravery dismissed 
was equal to that retained ; for no sooner were the discharged soldiers clear of 
the line of the regiment, than they formed a company of cavalry, a company of 
dragoons, and a company which they called the "Squad," andthen, under the 
superior generalship of their leader, the knight of the six foot sword, they 
made a bold charge upon the regulars, broke their line, drove not a few of 
them into [he river, some into, ani some around the Ferry House, some into 
the grocery, and some out of town ; thus defeating and dispersing the regular 
army without the loss of a man on either side. 
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This conflict was disastrous in ita results to the regular army, aod before 
the forces could again be collected, peaoe waa declared and tJio army dis- 
banded. 

This anlookod for eesaatioo of hostilitiea was a severe blow to the miiitarj 
aspiratioDB of the " Ilawkejes," and disappointed the jnst especlaiiong of 
those who had hoped to diatingniah themselves in the defence of our Terri- 
torial rights. The disappointmeot was not felt by the army cf Scott counly 
aloue. Numerous companies had been formed elsewhere, and had started for 
'he seat of war, with supplies for the campaign. 

A company of about thirty left an adjoining county, under the leadership of 
a chieftain, who often used to say that he eould "whip his weight in wild 
cats," and who has since represented you in the National Congress— has been 
upon your Supreme Bench, and has alao been Chief Justice of California. 

He started out with thirty men, and ais baggage wagons, well loaded with 
euppliea for his little army, and, being determined to keep up the tpirils of his 
men, he freighted five of his wagons with whisky. 

The queatioQ of boundary waa subsequently submitted to the Supreme 
Court of the United States, and the disputed Territory given to Iowa. 

At the commencement of the year 1810, this county contained about twenty- 
five hundred inhabitants, of which number, about fiva hundred resided in 
DaTenport. To-day your county boaata of a population of thirty thousand 
and this City claims eighteen thousand of that number. 

In 1840, at the head of the Rock laland Eapida, on the spot where now 
stands the city of LeClaire, with a population of twenty-five hundred, grew ft 
dense forest. 

In 1840, the fertile, beauUfal prairies of old Scott were lying undistnrbed 
by the husbandman ; to-day they are teeming with industrioas, happy owners 
of the soil. 

In 1810, there was bnt one steam-engine in operation within the borders of 
your county, and that one was at Rooltingham. To-day you may count them 
by hundreds along the bank of your river, from Buffalo to Princeton, on out 
prairies, and in our groves. 

In 1840, every face you met was a familiar one, and the greeting a greeting 
of recognition. To-day the oldest inhabitant hardly JtnowB his next door 
neighbor. 

In 1340, it took from three to live days to go to Chicago, and thirteen to 
New York. To-day the lightning train puts you in Chicago in eight hours 
and in New York in forty. 

In 1840, the young men of this Association were happy children, sporting 
upon the village green, and making the welkin ring with merry laughter and 
innocent joy. To-day they are men aspiring to a position in life, that shall 
give them honor among their fellow men. 

In 1810, the mothers and daughters of Scott county were happy in their 
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cabin homes, and could pass in and out throagli the cabin doors. To-day the 
mothers and daughters occupy no more spaue in this open oountrj — than the 
dear good creatures are entitled to. 

Itt 1840, we were lookicg forward to a time when our tlien territory shonld 
become strong enough to ttdd another member to the Federal Union, and con- 
viucH our Eastern friends of ihe truth of " WestiDard the star of empire taka ill 
■way." To-day our most sangnine espectationa are far more than realized, and 
wa rcgnid with pride our noble State, its prospectire future, and the induce- 
ments it holds out to the thousanda at the East, who still cling to that " 0!d 
Fogy"' three inch soil, which, with patient cultivation, yields white beaas, 
buckwheat cakes, and pumpkin pies. 

ilr. Presidenl — This day is the anniversary of the birth day of Georgo 
Washington— our Washington — and we hare chosen it as the day fof our 
present and future festivals. 

It is a day on which every true American citizen does some act in honor, or 
gives soma thought to ihe memory of the father of his country. That memory 
is the sacred heritage of the people he established, and no generation of that 
people shall pass away without leaving some memento that he was indeed Ers^ 
in the hearts of his countrymen. 

Some one has trntbfully written, that " the first word of American infancy 
should be mother ; the second father; the third Washington." Although it is 
well that we, as American eiliiEns, should, on this his anniversary day, 
linger for a while at hia tomb, and renew our patriotism, yet, too, it is em- 
inently fitting, that, assembled as pioneers, with the sympathies and feelings 
of pioneers ail aroused within us, we should go to that tomb to-day, and re- 
member that he, too, was a pioneer, and that in him burned strongly that bold 
adventurous, persevering spirit that makes the pioneer ; that he, too, endured 
pioneer hardships and privations, compared with which, ours sink into insig- 

In his youth he was a pioneer surveyor in the then wilds of his native State, 
and many of the boundaries then established by him may be found to .day. In 
his early manhood he was selected by the Governor of Vii'ginia as a pioneer 
envoy through the wilderness to the French Commandant on the Ohio. He 
was a pioneer in leading a little army against the French and Indians, in de- 
fence of the Virginia frontier, and thus early in his military career did he be- 
come known among his savage foes as the " spirit-protected man, who would 
he a chief of nations, for he could not dia in battle." He was a pioneer in 
everything that tended to advance the prosperity and happiness of his native 

Ho was the pioneer of freedom in our legislative halls ; on the battle-field ; 
through the long dark days of that terrible struggle; through the period of 
doubt and confusion that succeeded ; and his wisdom and patriotism, equal to 
all emergencies, at last led us into the haven of rest, of peace, of prosperity. 
29 
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Hia life is a part of his country's history ; and as living lie laid tbo corner 
stone of this vast ooDfederatioa of States, that year by year is waiing greater 
among the aatiooa of the earth, bo, though dead, his maxirae and example, if 
ye adhere to the one, and imitate the other, shall produce a history more 
glorious than that of the past; shall nourish a greatness that time shall but 
add to aod confirm; and the unborn generations shall rise np, and reyere him 
as God's chosea instrument of blessing to their land. Let his wisdom and his 
patriotism ever pervade and guard the land he loved — let his spirit be with ua 
to-day ; and as each turning year brings round again our festival day, let ua 
ever remember that it is also the day that marks the birth of Geokge 
Waseinoton. 

RECiULAR TOASIS. 

After supper, Judge Grant proceeded to read the Regular Toasts as follows ; 

1. Washaifftoti ! — No nation can claim, no country can approp a e h n o 
itself. His fame is the common property of patriots throughou he c «d 
world. 

2. The Early Pioneers of Scott CoufWy— The hardships and p ons of a 
frontier life justly entitle them to the esteem of all those who nj y he 
fruits of their early struggles; their posterity shall rise up and a hem 
blessed. 

It is a matter of regret that the former, and especially the a of ese 
WHS not responded to. Xo toast of the evening was worthy of n o o e o uence 
than " The Early Pioneers of Scott County"— their hardships, ene gy nflu 
ence, and ail their character and surroundings were worthy of the best oratory 
of the evening. 

3. The Pieneer Dead — May their names be preserved, their hardships re- 
membered, and memories cherished, by their sarvivors, by their descend- 
ants, and by all who enjoy the goodly heritage to which they led the way. 
Responded to by Hon. James Grant, who said- 
Ms. Chaibman:^! cannot respond to the sentiment just uttered, without 

iaterrnpting, for a moment, the carrent of your joyous thoughts, while I ask 
yon to drop a tear to the memory of the dead. 

Of all this numerous assembly there are few, to whom death has not come 
nigh, since they iirst encountered the privations and toils of a settlemeut west 
of the great river. 

Some have lost a father or a mother, some a brother or a sister, some a 
husband or a wife, and many, many have seen their children wither and fade 
as if struck bj the hand of an avenging God, 

It is no esaggaration, that, since we first came here, in a single season of 
great calamity, incident to the exposures of every new settlement, one-tenth 
of our then small population was swept away. 

Death, sir, is ever tettible ; whether he knocks at the palace or the cottage 
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ir when the mottior, for the first ti 



But he came upon out departed friends when thej wer« just eateriag a 
new world, upon tha prairie land, before the spring flowera of prosperitj were 
opened to their view ; when thu cabin mas unthatched, and the phjaician, aad 
the minister of God were far away. 

Thej- died on the spot where they were taking the place of the red man, 
and preparing a new theatre for clvilizalion, arts, morals, and liberty. 

Early they departed, bat not till their eyes were greeted by the dawning of 
the day, and they beheld, in the dim mist of the morning, the budding promise 
of the wilderness, and friends, and sons, and daughters, to enjoy the goodly 
land which they had but seen. 

Though too many of them the hand of ,Bngel woman ministered not in their 
last hour, yet the rou;h hand of manhood, softened by the sjmpaliy of sor- 
row, was never wanted in the day of their calamity, and the pioneer, though 
not versed in the set phrases of cultivated society, was ever present, with 
genilo voice, and gentler deeds. 

"ToapenJi tliB last, Iho parting woriS, 



We know not if the dead visit this earth, or take note of our actions, but if 
fhey do, their spirits are hovering over us this night, and their hearts made 
glad, that God is smiling upon us, that we are permitted to live, and enjoy 
this pleasant hour ; that we havo reaped the reward of thoae toils and Huffar- 
ings under which they were doomed to fall. 

No storied urn or animated bust marks the spot where the pioneers sleep 
their last sleep. They are buried beneath the huge oak, whose shade they 
never see, or under the high head-land of the Mississippi, against which the 
whistling winds and wirring tempests are silent to them. 

Their good deeds should be their monument. The glory of their fair and 
virtuous actions is above all the escutoheous on the tombs of the great. 

Honor, then, to the memory of those brave men, and brave women, who lost 
their lives in fighting the battle of oivilizalion on the frontier. 

They encountered no human foes ; their last acts are not stained with 
blood; their conquests were made with the plough and the spade, and not with 
tbe cannon and the musket | and though they fell In the beginning of the con- 
flict, and in the heat of tbe day, they won the battle, and left us to enjoy the 
victory. 
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liling Held and green meadow ; every school, every college, overy 
ry village, this city, with all its wealth and pomp and pride, ahall 
LOQumenta, recBlling their memory, heralding their triumph, and 



" How sleep the good, who sink lo rest 

Whe:i Spring, with dewy fingere cold, 
Returns to cieok tbeir hallowed mould. 
She there shall dresa a sweeter sod. 
Than fairy's feel have ever trod. 
By fairy bands, their knell is rnng, 
By forms uDseen their dirge is sang, 
There honor comes a pilgrim grey 
To bless the turf that wrapa their clay, 
And freedom shall awhile repair 
To dwell a weeping hermit there." 

J. The Slar of Empire— -flhea in its western progress its taya of light fell 
upon the virgin soil of Iowa, a new destiny was conceived, which in its birth, 
like the " 8tor in the East," has brought forth its wise men to worship. 
Responded to by Kev. G. F. Magoun, who, after a few introductory remarks, 

read the following line Poem — the produclioa of a young lady— Miss Makt 

E. Mkau — an " old settler" by birthright : 

REMINISCENCES. 



and man J a tale Qf Olden T1I116 Kof te. 


Kol Not as when, wlihlnUiernMy light 


Once Touned the Indian all these valee amane, 


WesataDdtalkcd^lh 




ThedeBt sprang tiCaitled fron. bie steslth j (read 




d the Easu™ bllta with 


The fearftil nar-whoop throneli Ihe foi-Kt rung, 
Tte dendlj arrow from 1« qofwr -ped i 


m^mg streak 








But now we Bit,— at twdlglit's aoft decline^ 


No more the Belt Me 




In peww beneaUi tlie abadaw of Che Tine, 




din each lea^ bower, ' 




No more the wolf's m 


>m spring or sudden howl 


If o'er to eonqoering warrior hns been owed 


StsrtLes the sleeper 


tthi^midntgliCIionr; 


The elory of an bouored. world-wide name ; 


Nor leaping flames b. 
Epeed fibe the wa 


fore tl« rapid g,]e 




vea when wintry stomi. 


That lofty bomBge whlcb la trnest Simoi 


prevail. 




It e'er in history's page or classic veite 






Our countcjr'e Fathers have be™ joetly prised 






In bmnWer strains we surely may rebearae 






IHb deeds of tbose by wboni our heartbs wen 






raised; 
Who left their kindred to return no more, 


In Btalely towns wh 


re busy crowds resort, 
•f labor greet the mom. 
he voice of mirth lloBt»by, 


And reared their allars on this wild-woocl shore 






Andplashbigwa.es 


ndlanghing winds reply. 


*11 are not here: Where sinks the emerald 






In long, dull surges toward Ibe flowing West, 


Oft haw I beard the 


H^mM recounted o'er, 


Lies many a hcMt as noble and «s br^ve 






Ah e'er was laid bcucalli lira Bod to rest. 


And doors by laieb- 


tringe b, the timbers lie,l; 
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BntmineMnlthtli 



M Iha iHjiping of no oa 



Wns It tie vliis-pei of the biwis 
SighJog anioDg the tangled grasa ! 

Waell the nigaulueDfilieueas 
■When fiu- ahove tha Btorm clouds pass i 



ThejBHsll along theplaln; 
'tis put Che mni'mer of the illl, 

AndMQ there b. a ibot rfll^ht 
To stir tbe nulling leaies tunightt. 



StUl singa Hia luk a wercDua guest, 
Stm MSs the dure her vings to le^t, 
Still thp green arching foTosts spread 
J Their bonghBBBWidElr overhead, 

' SilentwbereoncethelrJboteteps.fell, 
Land of onr birth, ftrowell, fiireii'ell'I" 
Soft ei^ho answers ta the trembling fay ; 
'Meath heavy ebadowa glides the gnjup an 

Oil! kindlysuni Olit soft benignant day 
M thy gkid damn the darkneea takee ils fli 
The Bonibre hues of twUlght melt anay. 
And sunrise bathes the liaetern hills vith 
So smiled tbe mom with beaaty ail aglow 

Faint the light blushes up the de«y ekies, 

The frngal wife bringB out her gaiaered aU 
The gleefal cluldien, wf"' 

gome stripling youth, wl 

l^m tie far hiighl tho 1 

Or -uiid the rustling foien cmnce lo near 

Back to lilri cot the aoon and eyening fere. ; 

Another yokes the entile to the plow, ' 
Or marohea slow the well tralnedpair beside; 

Well was thenlBsaofeoachandliiBreannlledl) 
Bo glides the i^ until at eie they meet, 
Cbfldren and sire, each in his 'cnstomed seat, 
WbllepientjBniokeaoponthBchcerfollioMil' 



Who eomo to seek their chietUiina' gram 

DUtnrb them not, »b silently 
These ivell known patiis tbey trace, 

They fade as lodeB the inorntog ray 
£erote the glowing eye st day. 



A little t 



uedibri 



< they linger bare, 



IB Lonely^ undistinguished 
■k I all the Holenin woode i 



As if sioaa heart in plaintive song, 
Would nour itself away. 



Hark, firom the farthest corner " Charlie's" call 
¥ot " Pa" to make a rabbit on Ihe wail. 

To day he suiely Ibund a lion's den. 

But closed are " Allie'e" eyes, her drooping head 

Elude Ihe soft pillow of her little bed. 

Tho hours pass cheerly till all softly creep 

Away to childhood's light, nnconscious efeep,— 



Than in those eots among the breexy hillsi 
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icl^it Visloua'o'" 

Oh nobia WebtI Oh mlglitr West J ^'"' ^"flnng' ""^ '■^'™" ^m o'er onr galheriiiB 
Oh evec brisht and ftee,- 

The sunbesm's BoWon fiageiB ^9.^™" '^' "a'snow-wMM wSS"""' "rei-lh, tmo wltJi 

■ffe only hear the wattr's chime ^^ »ir/li2l'!ii" white 'wId ceil maiflc^E Hum that 

on ore, ensi agum. And the rich dellcLomPreaeot ehaU trip rtjolcing 

"o^e'^'JiTTd^rrMflVe"^ '^^^ *' "^''*'^ '* "" """K^ ^ ""^ aBrosaa Sonthorn 

Beneath EouiB sacred pUe, But tenrBftranniYerlnconthemoiatpned chcelr 

■Ri n th- H tw. Ourhearta o'arflow with memorlei of the past. 



6. The UistOTy of Scott County — Wien we open this book, we find inscribed 

on every page tlie gospel of both peftce and plenty — proolaimiog perennial 

blessings to all whose faith ia accompanied by works. 

Responded to by Mr. J. A. Birchard, of Pleasant Valley, in a brief address, 
in which be spoka as follows ; 

Mi. PREBinESr; — The history of any new country mast necessarily be one of 
trials, hardships, and privations. The pioneers bare to leave the land of their 
birth, the home of their childhood, the hearthstone aroand which centered all 
Iheir early joys a.nil sorrows — the district school-Louee where they received the 
rudiments, if not Ibe whole of their cdncation — the village church where they 
assembled weekly to worship their Creator — the friends of their youth andearly 
KiHnhood. These roast all be left, aoii it is like tearing a young sapling from 
its mother earth. 

New ftssocialJoDS mast be fortniJ, new homes must bo made, new sobool- 
bonses and cburchos buiit. But, compared with the trials and bardahipg of 
the first settlers in the States ea.^t of us, if we except those of our neighbor 
across the river, ours are not worth talking about. 

There, many of them packed their goods and little ones two or tbree hundred 
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mUes on horsebacfe through an almost tracHess wildernesB, and were four or 
five weeka in taaking the journey. Then their difficultiee with the Indinna — 
whi'n I tell you that I was bom in the Tfilley of the Susqaehaana, in the 
county where the maseaore of Wyoming occnrred, you will believe me, sir, 
when I tell you that many of tlio talcs of suffering that I have heard are too 
horrible to relate. Before they could raise an ear of corn they had a heavy 
forest to remove, that took twenty or thirty bard days work to tho acre. Then 
they had the rocka and Btumps to contend with for years, I have eerions 
doubts whether a merciful Creator, that always does all things well, ever io- 
tendeii the country for the habitation of civilized and christianized man. It is 
the natural home of the speckled trout, the wild deer, and the Indiau. 

For us a bountiful Providence had provided an excellent highway to get 
here, and when here a prolific soil ready for the plow, and paatnrage anfficient 
for the Qocks and herds of LaboD and Jacot), and their sons, for a dozen gen- 
eratiooa. 

It is true, that from 1839 to '4* we thought wa had some rather hard times 
— when it took a bushel of wheat to buy a yard of calico, and a hundred pounds 
of pork to pay for as many of salt. But these were very different hard times 
from what they have '.a the old country ; there it is starvation times that they 
call hard. If we could not get the two dollars G day, we could get the roast 
beef, and upon t^.o whole, we had a pretty good lime of it, 

I first crossed the Mississippi in a canoe, nearly where tho bridge now 
stands. This was in July 1836. I presume there were not more than three 
hundred inhabitants then in the county. You, Mr. President, and your ferry- 
man, Mr. Colton, were the only settlers in Davenport, and Mr, Elea?.er Park- 
hurst, the only one at LeClaire. 

At that time there was not, to my knowledge, a single mile of Railroad 
between the Mississippi River and the Alleghany Mountains. 

The iron horse, except at the portage road in Pennsylvania, had nevci- tasted 
the waters that flow through our noble river to the Gulf. Now the amount that 
he consumes daily would have floated the entire navy of tho Pnited States at 
the time of the revolution ; and the amount of produce that he moves from 
this fertile Valley towards a market in the same time would make a full 
freight for it. 

The last time that I crossed the river was upon my return last fall from a 
visit to my friends in my native Slate, and I crossed at the same place, but 
how differently. I crossed the great father of waters as it cannot be crossed 
at any other point from its source to its mouth — upon a noble structure, a 
proud monument to the enterprise and perseverance of the inhabitants of the 
twin cities. To the pioneers of Davenport belongs a very large share of the 
credit for this truly mftgnifioent improvement. 

The train upon whieh 1 crossed was brought over by a locomotive, Bamad 
after one of our prominent pioneers. We landed where, when I first crossed 
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the river. Blood tbe lone cabia of our worthj President. What do I find now! 
A young city teeming with life, and containing a larger popuIatioQ and more 
wealth than was then contained in Galena, St. Louis, and Cliicago. 

I Ihinlt, nit, that wo have proved our faith by our works, and if any man is 
ekeptical upon the senlinient contained in the text, let him take a ride any 
pleasant day along tho river, from Buffalo to Princeton, from theneo tbfough 
the prairie to Blue Grass, and ho will become a convert to the " Gospel boUi 
of peaCB'and ptentj." 

Wo have formed the new associations, — that they have been pleasant ones I 
have the best evidence in Ihe world around me this evening. 

We have transplanted tbe young sapling, it has taken deep root in a coq- 
genia! soil and became a sturdy tree. 

We bave made tbe new homes, raised the new altars, boilt the new sehool- 
houses and churches. To do tbis required men; men of iron nerve, of strong 
arms and large hearts, and such wore the pioneers of Scott county. 
G. Th6 City of Bavmporl-^The Pet and the Pride of glorious "old Scott;" 

crown jewel of the Upper Mississippi ; the rose of Sharon and tbe lily of the 

valley. 

Sesponded to by Hon. Jas. Thorington, in whose off-hand remarks were 
mingled tho humor and good sense which are so characteristic of the Speaker. 
Unfortunately, it has not been possible to obtain a copy of bis remarks. 
7. The Race that occupied the land Itfore as — Uea in physical ability, stoics in 

morals ; Tbey are our brothers. 

Rev. Mr. Powers responded to this, and spoke as follovrs : 

Ma. I'srsidekt: — It is fitting, amid the stirring, local and national associ- 
ations of tbis hour, to remember that stern race whose fair heritage wo pos- 
sess. Tbeir hunting grounds have become our harvest-fields; tbe sites of 
their wigwams are thriving settlements and industrions mai 
Bounds and ebrlstian worship are heard where rosoundcd their war cry ; t 
on their trai! tlie iron railway sboots towEU'd the settlug sun. 

Though children of the wilderness, rude, sanguinary, and superstitious, s 
their savage humanity is redeemed by many heroic virtues. As magna 
in fiiendship as they were implacable in revenge ; aj sagacious in council as 
dauntless in war— ever patient, intrepid, self-reliant, imperturbable in success 
or defeat, with their darkest traits are always blended lines of ligbt, which 
reveal the nobler qualities of the man. 

Indian history, sir, is not barren of pathetic incident and brilliant example. 
Heroes aod patriots live in. its esciting chronicles. And whether we contem- 
plate the noble constancy of King Philip, the magnanimity of Massasoit, the 
tenderness of Pocahontas, the eloquent enthusiastn of Garangula and Red 
Jacket, the chivalrous heroism of Tecumseh, or the fervid patriotism of Black 
Hawk, we recognize types of character which claim our sympathy, and com- 
mand our admiration. 

Thoogh the Indian saw, in the trophies of advancing civilization, fruitful 
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landa and peaceful arts, the ornaments and amenities of life, still we con honor 
that sentiznect which inspired his devotion to the rude freedom of his native 
wilda, and provoked resistance to the aggressive pioneer ivith all the aria of 
subtle strategy and force, even wben the shadow of doom was dark upon him. 
Yes, we can honor him, for the land that we loved was the land of liis/alkera, 
and be felt that their voices spoke to him of duty and patriotism from their 
graves. 

But the memory of this peculiar race shall not pass away, though they have 
left DO monuments in brass and marble to plead for them from ruin and 
decay. It is perpetuated in the appellations of mighty waters and everlasting 
lands. Their legends whisper in every wind, in falling leaf, and feathery 
snow, and in all the cadences of the woods and shores. And while our har- 
vests ripen under auspicious suns, while the blue rivers bear our commerce to 
the sea, while a grateful people enjoy the blessings of the Great Father of us 
all, the story of their pastimes and their prowess, ahall be repeated in the 
homes of the happy and the free. 

8. AiUoine LeClairs—Fivst, in settlement — first in efforts to make our city 
peerless among rivals— first in the esteem of his fellow citizens— first 
President of this society ; may " iiia shadow tiever be less." 

Responded to by E. Cook, Esq., who regretted that the reply had not been 
committed to abler men— a regret wholly uncalled for, as he did not fail in 
doing the subject full justice. His laudations of Mr. LeClaire were recognized 
as correct and merited. 

9. Marquetle and JWtei— The Pioneers of Pioneers. History, poetry, fiction, 
eihibit nowhere a heroism so lofty, a daring so noble, an ambition so pure, 
and faith so lovely, as may he found in the olt-neglected but simple and 
teaching story of the first white men who trod the soil of Iowa. 
Responded to by John P. Dillon, who said — 

Mr. Chiibmas: — No sentiment has been offered to-night, to which I conld 
wore heartily respond, than to that. In my judgment it is eminently pertinent. 
I may pos&iWy amplify, but can scaroelj hope to add to the thoughts it con- 
cisely embraces. Its language is not that of exaggeration. 

If Ihenrd aright, Marquette and Joliet are styled ■' the Pioneers of Pioneers." 
Literally and strictly trne. Beyond cavil, tbey were the first white men that 
set foot upon the soil of Iowa. Nor was the advent of the pale face so recent 
as we are apt to imagine. About iilty years only after the landing of the 
Pilgrims— nearly sixty jearsprior to the founding and settlement of Georgia 
by the enlightened and chivalric Oglethorpe— almost ten years before William 
Penn made his famous treaty with the natives, distinguished as being almost 
the only treat; ever made with the ill-starred race, 
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proad to call our own! Id strlciest yeritj, then, they arc the Pioneers of 
Pioneers. 

Something, me thought I heard ia the sentiment about their heroism and 
daring 1 and somelhing about their unquestioning Faith and pure Ambition I 
How gladly, under other circnm stances, would I talk upon this interesting, 
this suggestive theme 1 But it would be Tastlyimprudent to risk an eicureion 
to this Enchanted Ground, where one would infallibly be tempted to linger 
longer than the proprieties of tlie occasion, and the adTunced hour of the 
night would warrant. A few words, then, and a few only, must suffice. We 
must be content to glance at, without entering upon, the delightful land. 

The whole 'Test, the Mississippi Valley, at the time of which I speak, was an 
unexplored wilderness. More than a century had elapsed since the di?coyery 
of the Mississippi by the romantic De Soto, wbo, though he found not gold in 
its sands, most fittingly found a grave beneath its waters,— yet nothing more 
than its bare existence was known. 

No European knew where it rose or where it discharged its mighty floods. 
Marquette knew of it only from the reports of the nalJTOs as the "Great 
RiTer" lying somemliere in the distant West, and whose banks were reputed to 
be thronged with blood-thirsty savages, and whoso waters were said to abound 
in destructiTe monsters. 

He felt animated to attempt its discovery ; and nobly dared to brave syctj 
danger, and endure every hardship incident to the perilous undertaking. 
Why did ho seek it ! and how f 

He sought it not as thousands in our own day have sought a distant land in 
out own Continent, and a still more distant island in a distant ocean, /or Gold! 
He sought it not for wordly fame, or worldly ends. lie sought it as an hum- 
ble Missionary for the purpose of proclaiming the Gospel, and erecting the 
standard of Christianity among the tribes that he thought to find residing upon 
its banks. I see in imagination, Marquette and Joliet, with bat five attendants, 
and two guides, leave the last white settlement, and boldly pushing forward 
thej knew not where, among hostile and unknown tribes. 

Their guides can aid them no farther, and the guides return. Submitting 
to the guidance of Providence, with their light canoes upon their backs, Oiey 
at length find the 'Wisconsin. Unlike the streams they had left behind, this 
fiowed towards the setting sun. They patiently follow its current for an en- 
tire week, when lo ! the long sought for River, as magnificent then as it is 
to-day, burst upon their enraptured vision. 

Day after day they sailed down its waters. They certainly passed, mayhaps 
landed at the place where oar fiourishing city now stands. 

Sear the southern boundary of our State they saw /nofTiniiis on the sands of 
the river ahore. They landed,— anticipating, hut not dreading, death at every 
step, and kept upon the trail until it led to an Indian village upon the banks 
of the Des Moines. 
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Their courage and heroiam faltered not for a moment. Thej boldlj ad- 
vaneed, and Marquette proclaimed to the astonished nativea God and the 
doetriues snd mysteries of the faith which he tanght. 

The remarks of the eloquent gentleman -who responded to number aeTeni 
remind me of the first words of thesn natives on the banks of the Des Moinea, 
on beholding Marqnetle and his companions : " We are mm," said they. And 
men they were. They are our brothers. They were recognized as saoh by 
Marquette " in his labors of love," 

Do the departed look down upon us 7 If ao, with What astonishment must 
these early Voyageurs behold the miraculous growth and development of the 
country they were the first to point out tind visit. 

We love to imagine, as they trod these shores, in the majestio solitudes of 
nature, that tliey heard the tramp of the coming millions 1 and had Tisions of 
the Empires that have since arisen so marvelously upon the banks of the Great 
Eiver they were the first to esploro. 

They founded no cities. They left no permanent monuments behind them I 
ret a generous posterity will not willingly let their names perish. So far as 
they, or their " simple and touching story" is concerned, no " Old Mortality" 
is needed by the " Pioneer Settlers" assembled here to-night. So long as yon 
river flows, it will water their memories, and preserve them fresh and green I 
10. The Pioneer Press of Scott County. 

Mr. Andrew Logan was first called upon, and made some brief but pertinent 
remarks in regard to the reception and growth of the Press in Davenport. Ho 
was followed by Alfred Sanders, Esq., Senior Editor of the Gaaette, who spoke 
as follows ; 

Mb. Chairman ;— -In responding to that sentiment, permit me to express my 
pleasure in meeting so many of my fellow citizens, those whose features and 
voices have so long been familiar to me. I love to look upon their smiling 
faces, many of which, alas I since they first were familinr to my sight, have 
become worn and farrowed by time, while their looks have grown thin and 
blanched by age. But we are oM passing away—we that were boys and girls 
a few years since, are now the fathers and mothers of boys and girls, and the 
responsibility that devolved npon our parents now rests upon ns. Another 
score of years and our children will be the actors in the drama of life, and we 
either be spectators or have reti'-ed altogether from the stage of action. 

When the portals of manhood first opened to me, and the wide world Illy 
spread out, inviting me to select a locality, I started upon a tour of over two 
thousand miles. I viewed many towns on my route, but the one that presented 
the strongest attractions, that offered the most inducements for me to return 
and make it my home, was the then insignificant but beautiful town of Daven- 
port, at that time a small village of some five hundred inhabitanfa. 

In the same year of my life I came and declared my intention of becoming a 
citizen, and the ncKt year returned and brought with me aij press, my partner 
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in business— I might almost add, my partner in life, as she iia mediately fol- 
lowed — and planted my stakes for life. 

We landed here on the 11 th day of August, 1841, on 'one of the smallest 
steamers that ever ascended the Mississippi lliver. In crossing the Lower 
Rapids we had ^ pole over, the power of the engine not being aufScieiit to pro- 
pel the liltle steamer against the current! We were four daya thence in reaching 
the town of Davenport. As we landed here, the good people of the village 
crowded down to the wharf to see and airf in disembarking the new press, and 
so effectually did they succeed in the latter particular, that they managed 
before they got it ashore to bury it beneath the waves of the Father of Waters I 
Thus it was baptized, and I trust it never did discredit to the town it repre- 
sented, the cause it advocated, nor — the ghostly fathers that administered the 

That wo saw hard times for many years in the puhlieatlon of the Gazelle, 
every old settler from personal experience knov>s to be the fact, but being 
blessed with a spirit that never says die, we persevered, and the paper now 
stands as one of the inaliluHons of the West. 

With pride I say it, Mr. Chairman,— as I presume it to bo the only instance 
on record in the West — that although we had to purchase all our paper and 
materials in the East, and have them brought out by the slow and tedious 
course of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, and although we had our paper 
sunk, and burned, and delayed by every accident incident to so long a transpor- 
tation, and although my assistants were sick, and I alone had to fill every 
department of the paper, from writing its editorials, and setting the type, to 
working at press, and rolling for papers, yet, during (he siiteen and a half 
years I have controlled the Gazette, it never has mined a dn^le number. 

Of all those connected with the press in the Slate of Iowa, or in the entire 
region of country west of the Mississippi River, from its source to its outlet, at 
the time I commenced the publication of the Davenport Gazette, not a single 
one remains iu that capacity— they are all gone, a few to other oeeupations, but 
the great majority of them to the bourne whence no traveler returns. I stand 
alons, and yet not alone— there are more editors this day in the city of Daven- 
port thau there wore then in the entire State of Iowa, and throughout the 
West — who can number them ? 

I will but add, that if an atccuntability attaches to m old settlers, for our 
agency in inducing many persons to leave the comforts and luxuries of Eastern 
homes to take up their abode here, where they were denied those luxuries, 
that I will have full as much to answer for as any of you ; but if I have no 
worse reflection to vei my last hours Iban the thought of my instrumentality in 
inducing good people to make Davenport their homes, I shall certainly depart 
in peace. 

11. The Pioneer Children — They are nmv brave young men and fair young 
women ; may their lives, if not as eventful, be as useful as those of their 
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Responded to by Q. W. Hoge, in a yery creditable speech. He said : 
Ont; of Scott County's Earliest Born,— it is with no little pleasure, Mr. 
President, that I respond to this call, which reoogniaes me as Boeb ; and to 
the toast, in which we, the " children of the Boil," are so kindly remembered. 

There ure hours, sir, in thelites of all, which, from attendant circumstances, 
become eras — landmarks along the pathway of life, to which memory will ever 

and by none will it be remembered with a truer, or more lasting pleasure, 
th u by s, the junior members of this noble family^ug, " the Pioneer Cbild- 

n f to ott County." 

B here, many of us, at a time when but a few scattered, and lowly 
dw 11 g , marked tba site of the now populous aud opulent city of Davenport 
— wh I ur beauteous State, herself, was yet in embryo — our interest in Soolt 
ty has been no less deep , onr affeotion for her do less fervent than their's 
wb m grants from other States, came here to find a second homo on oor 
b ndl s prairies, or beside our noble rirer. 

Vi r,bad no sacred ties to sever — no happy fircsidesin far Eastern homes 
t g t — here, was our first, our only home — we knew no other, and we 
cared for none. To na, the world was bounded on the East by the Misiisstjipi, and 
Davenport teas its MelTopolU. 

Scott county, sir, baa been, as it were, our twin Sister ; we hare grown with 
her growth, and strengthened with her strength — her friends are our friends, 
and her prosperity our " chief joy." 

Here, sir, has been the theatre of all our joys, and all our sorrows. Here, 
cradled in the arms of Pioneer mothers, the days of our early childhood passed 
as one bright, unbroiton dream; and a9 days lengthened into years, and the 
babe became the boy, by the side of Pioneer fathers, we have explored, to us, 
the unbounded expanse of the aeedland, or the harrest-field ; happy, though 
W9 could not wort, to carry the sickle, or the hoe ; and wishing that we were 
men, that we, too, might hold the plough, or reap the grain, or drive a prairie 

Or we have stood, while the " sounding aisles of the dim woods rang" to the 
strokes of the Pioneer's aie, and watched the big chips fly, until the mighty 
oak reeled — tottered — and fell, with a crash that woke the woodland echoes 
for many a rood. How we longed to be woodsmen then [ 

And hero, sir, on maay a long, bright Summer's day, we sat in the rustic 
Bohool-honse, striving to comprehend the mysteries of spelling-book or primer, 
until released from study— gamboling io nurestrained freedom on nature's 
own green carpeting, spread before the door— a merry band, we shouted our 
delight, unrestricted by city ordinances. 

And when the week slipped by, and Sabbath raomiog smiled, with reverenca 
we sat in the little weathev-beat«n church, while, in heartfelt terms, the 
Pioneers praised the name of their fathers' God for this their fair inheritance, 
and earnestly besought his choicest blessings on their prairie homes. 
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Such, air, were our joys — we had our sorrows, too. For, ever and anon, a 
dark cloud of gloonj gathered over the Ettle settlement, as aomo loved odb waa 
taken from our tnidat by the hand of the destroyer. 

A father, perhaps— well-beloved — striokeu down in the pride of his tnan- 
hood; or some tender mother is gone — Itaving Bad and desolate, a heretofore 
happy hearth. Or, perchance, tho prattling babe— the light and sunshine of 
the cottage circle — unfolded its little wings, aod soared, a whito-robed chernb, 
to ita starry home. Or the merry, light-haartfid child— the joyous sharer in 
onr youthful sports — left us, with ai 
bis early grave. 

But this, is too sad a theme — there 
gladly turn. 

The birth-right, sir, is not alone t( 
around me here to~night, and see n 
glance lit up the loneliness of a sett 
sweet Emiie gladdened a Pioneer mot 
blight glances has been round us evei 

of the boy and man— gave zest to all our youthful pleasures, as to-night they 
throw enchantment round this festive scene. 

And where, Mr. President — whether as now, gracing the crowded assembly, 
or in the home oirclo, filling andadoming alike the various stations of daughter, 
sister, wife, or all oombined— leAere, ! ask, viiU yaufind a lovdier galtu^ than 
these, the Fioneer daughters of Scott county f And, sir, all of this geotia sister- 
hood are not with us on this occasion. 

The snow lies lightly o'er aomo well -remembered forms that alsep in yonder 
grave-yard. Some, for a time, have loft us, whom we hope, ete long, to greet 
again. Others— and we miss thera all — on distant shrines have placed their 
boasehold gqds. But we feel assured, sir, that if these absent ones know of 
this, our social gathering, their hearts are with us in our joy ; for while 

"Throogh DUier BCGnes their fonlsttipa team, 
etill hither must tlielr hearts cspinJ— 

Tkia, tAit, i3 am their TvUiee land !" 

What wonder then, Mr. President, that wo love this soil, hallowed by 
Buch aaaooiations ? What wonder, that in our eyes, Scott county is the 
"fiurest land the sun shines on ?" 

We glory in this our birth-place. Wo glory in the noble stock from which ice 
sprimg' MiV, thsy, bib, hever hatb cause to BLUsn foil ns ! 
12. The City of LeClairc — Our young and prosperons rival. Let Davenport 

look well to her laurels. 

Mr. Laurel Summers, Esq., of LeCiaire, was to Lave reeponded to this toast, 
but was obliged to send a letter of regret. Judge Grant made some humorous 
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remarka in comparison of Davenport and LeClairo, bringing in some escellent 

13. Woman — The pride and ornament of the proudest palace — the joy and 

eun shine of the humblest cabin, 

Hiram Price, Esq., responded in hia nsnal felicitous style to this nciTcrsally 
popular toast. He said :— 

Me. Chairmjn :— I am called upon to respond to the sentiment, that 
" Woman is tlie pride and ornameat of the proudest Palace, and the joy and 
sunshine of the humblest Cabin." 

Well, sir, nobody doubts that, do they ? There ia but one side to that sub- 
ject, and consequently no chance for an argument. Woman ! I rather like the 
name, it seems like coming back to first principles, and while I am well satis- 
fied that she is justly entitled to an abler advocate, and bettor representatire 
than myself, yet I am bold to assert that the declaration contained in that 
toast is literally and emphatically true. 

Yon might have gone further, sir, and added to the reading, the words — 
" and generally pretty hard to get ahead of ," for certain I am, that all present 
will agree with me, when I say that it is daily becoming a more difficult task 
to get aroiind them. 

" The pride and ornament of the proudest Palace." Yes, sir, of this there can 
be no question, and yet what I may say upon this point, must of necessity be 
more the result of historical, than esperimental knowledge. But, sir, when 
you talk of her as being the foy and sunshine of the humblest (Jabin, I can 

speak from eiperienco — ^onthesubjeotof Cabins lam at home, I've been there 

as boy and roan I have builded them, and lited in them, and to-night memory 
runs back to the days of my boyhood, and calls up before my mental vision 
the image of my mother, as she appeared to me in those days, at once the joy 
and the snnahiDe of my cabin home. 

Whether viewed from this stand point, or from one a little further down the 
stream of time, where with her who for near a quarter of a century has shared 
the lights Bud shades of life with me, and who accompanies me to this festive 
hall to-night, I commenced the battle of life in the world, — in either case, and 
from every point of obsen-ation, I am furnished with evidence to conclusively 
establish the fact, that woman is the joy and su h C 

The homes of America I Yea, the homes of W d p m w h 

united voice that Woman is not only the Pride o P li 

emphatically the Joy and Sunshine of the Cabin 

In this world, Palaces are for the few, Cabin.'! h m Am h 

domieils of earth, Cabins are the rule, Palaces tb "L w 

the Palace, or jn the Cabin, it is in the heme w m Ji d 

proper sphere, her true element. It is from th h fl 

radiate, revealing fountains of joy, and reserve wh h 

voice is heard in the territory of christian organ , m , y m i,h 

of what the world possesses of happiness is attributable to i 
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True, there have been ooeaaional icBtancea, where woman bas stepped out of 
this sphere, and for a time has, with meteoric flashes, Sied the gaze, and 
attracted the attention of an astonished world. Such, for instance, as the 
Maid of Saragossa, Joan of Arc, and last, though not least, Florence 
Nightiagftle, the latter of whom wa.3, and is, at once the pride of ail 
Palaces, and the joy and sunshine of all Cabins ; but these are esceptiona 
to the rule, and only prove the rule to be that the home circle is woman's true 
kingdom. Withont her, man would be a, savage, a hairy faced, unshaven 
savage, for without her smooth and smiling face constantly before him, he 
would not have been sufficiently civilized to shave. 

'Twas for these, among other reasons, that the declaration went forth from 
above, that it was not good for man to be alone. And, Mr. Chairman, it is but 
a few months since one of the christian powers of Europe was compelled to 
Bend out a ship load of women to one of their Island Colonies, to prevent their 
oolonistH from relapsing into barbarism. That, sir, was emphatically a ship 
load of joy and sunshine for the Cabins of that Colony. 

It is trae, sir, that without this influence, 



but in all that enobles, all that elevates, all that raises from earth and points 
Heavenward, in all that feeds and fills his higher Qature,^he will be deficient 
And even now, sir, I hear from afar the lamentation of one of earth's most 
favored and gifted sons, as from the exalted position to which he had climbed 
in search of happiness and fame, he exclaims — 

^TmlB4 ihes, taj mother. In tlie long VinCflr nigfar?, 

I remember the tslea thno wouldst tell— 
The romBnce of wild ferny, tlie legonii of ftlgbt— 



To call up (he purennd the Borrowfnl eigli." 

This, sir, speaLs of an influence deep and high. An influence upon which 
more than Buy one human agency depends the destiny of our country. It 
speaks in language not to be miataken, giving tone and shape and color to 
the Pulpit, the Pre^s, and tha Forum It is the power behind the Throne 
greater than the Thione it-elf 

And now to the women prcent— the women of Scott county. In view of 
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the extent and importance of their inflneace, may I not be allowed to say, ii 
thB language of one of the gifted of their own ses — 



To the "Pioneer Settlers," permit me, in closing, to say, that the sincere 
desire of inj heart is, that you may never lack pride for your Palaces, or joy 
aad sunshine foe your Cabins, and may you live to enjoy many each happy 
Feunious as this in futnre time, and when all shall be nuubered witb the 
" Pioneer Dead," may you all have a brighter and a happier reunion in the 
land of the " Great Hereafter." 

VOLUNTEER ToASTS. 

Sent by LiURBL Summers. 
Scott Counilji—Unsurpassed in beauty and fertility of soil ; may her " Old Set, 

tiers live to enjoy their annua.! festivals. 

Judge Grant introduced with very appropriate remarks, and a eulogy npon 
his subject — " The memory of Col. Davenport," which was drunk standing Bud 

Willard Barrows, Esq., waa nest called npon, and made a few impromtn 
but heartfelt and pertinent remarks. The present gathering was, he said, the 
fruit of long cherished hope on his part, Rnd there never before had been 
a moment iu his life in which such emotions possessed him as at the present, 
]t was a hlending of the brightened joys, and softened sorronrs and hardships 
of the Past, with the serene quietness and social sympathies of the Present. 
They were thirsty soldiers who had met by cool waters after tlie hot labor of 
a weary campaign of years. They were -victors, scarred and toilworn, but 
secure of the future, and save a saddened memory, as here and there an old 
familiar face was wanting, and thought traced its upturned lineamenta upon 
eome distant battle field, there was no cause save for rejoicing. 
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Jlr. Barrows spoke In a similar strain for a few moments, and closed his 
remarks by aajing that he felt to-night like one of old who loved her friends, 
and whose memorable words of affection BhallUyeforovflc : " Entreat me not 
to leave thee or forsake thee — for whither thou goest, I will go ; thy people 
shall be my people, and thy God my God— where thou diest I will die, and 
there will I be buried !" — and when I shall haye gone to that " bonrne from 
whence no trarelor returns," the greatest boon I can ask is, that my grave 
may be snrroanded by the " Pioneer Settlers Associafion of Scott County !'' 
His modest fear of saying too much, unfortunately, overcame the wishes of his 
auditors to listen to him longer. It is, perhaps, owing to him more than any 
other that the idea of an " Old Settlers" reunion became a practical fact— 
shaped to the fair and goodly proportions which it possessed. 

All honor to his efforts, which resulted so happily, and may scores of re- 
tnrning Festivals afford yearly gratitude to bis name as well as to those of 
others who labored to originate them. 

By Col. T. C. EiDsr 
The Old Settlers of ScoU Courtly— Drawn together by the iodissoluble ties of a 
common fata — a relationship stronger than than that of blood; no power, 
save Him who goTorns the world, shall sever the brotherhood till the last of 
the noble baud shall sink into an honored grave, and leave posterity to say ; 
He was a man. 
By W. Allbn : 
The Pioneer Sellkrs of Seolt County — May the noble spirit which prompted them 
to attempt the civilization of this magnificent wilderness, to wonld and en- 
ergize the souls of their descendants, that the Creator's grand design in the 
settlement of this beautiful land may be speedily accomplished, and its re- 
sults be manifested by the oountless spires that shall direct to heaven, from 
every town and village, the thoughts of a free and happy people. 
By a Lady ; 
Dr. J. J. BuTiii — The gentlemanly and agreeable proprietor of this palatial 
Hotel, may he be completely successful in his benevolent ,plan for public 
antertatDment, and his brightest anticipations bo more than realized. 
ByC.C. Alvord: 
The Sons and Daughters of the Old Settlers — Jlay they imitate us in perse veraoce, 

frugality and industry, and their seed not go begging bread. 
The Matrons of this Association — Our help, comfort, and consolation in every 
time of need, and the fruits of their lahor now follow them. 
During these toasts three hearty cheers were given for Dr. Burtis, the host. 
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Bdlaire, O., February 8, 1858. 
Qentlemkn ; — I feel muoli coinplimented by your remembrance of me, and 
tlie invitation to the Festival of the " Pioneer Settlers' AsBociation," on the 
22d inst. I regret very much that I cannot he nitli you on. that ocoaaion— 
the first re-union of those, still living, who were associated in the founding of 
society in jour county, will be an event of nnneual interest. The recoUi 
tions awakened by it will have some things to sadden, but more to cscite grat- 
uUtioD. Twenty years make but a short period in the history of 
but it is a long one in indiTidaal esperienee, more especially when thi 
cession of events ia a tmev guage of time than the change of aoasona. 
than twenty years have gone by sinoj the most of those who can be denom- 
inated the Pioneers of Scott county, settled in what was then Wisoon; 
ritory. Since that time what changes have come to all— what trials to 
Some have passed away ; but moat of those remaining are able to claim thai 
the occurrences which have built up the prosperity of yonr State, have de 
kindly with their individnal fortunes, and repaid them for ali the hardships 
and sacrifices they endured in the first ten years of their pioneer experience 
These are the considerations which, with greater or leas intensity, according 
to the respective fortunes that have attended the members of yonr association, 
will more obviomlj link themselves with the reminiscences of the Festival, 
But there is a moral point of view in which the retrospection will have leas of 
individuality, and, therefore, a higher and more refined sense of gratulation. 



In them 



il purpose t< 



complish — some possibly sordid and narrow — others, doubtless, broad and 
elevated, with visions of enlarged usefulness and a gAatfutnre forthe country 
they had adopted. But whatever may have been our motives or dreams, the 
seven years of hard times which succeeded 1B31, (operating with peculiar se- 
verity upon a country so isolated from market as Iowa then was,) brought 
everything to the grinding standard of a struggle for bare Biibsistence. But 
through all this Struggle and gloom a great purpose was being accomplished : 

" Tbeie lit a PioTidcnce that Bbajies mr Dud; , 



The very difficulties of the country were preparing it for a htightec day. 
Every plough-furrow — every ase-stroke were unwitting but sure agencies in 
the development of the country, and in advancing it towards that day of 
awakening — that complete and active civilization of which the Locomotive is 
the true representative- Twenty years elapsed, and the struggling pioneers of 
Iowa found themselves the fathers of a great and prosperous State. 

In Ihe spring of 1835, I settled upon the Illinois shore, where Stephenson 
(now Roek Island,) y as afterwards located. In 1836, I removed to the west 
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side of tbe Mississippi, into what wss tlien Michigan Territory, afterwarda 
Wiseonain, and now Iowa. In 1840, I joined you in the organiiation of tiie 
Chicago & Roclc Island Hjulroad Company. These epochs tell the history of 
my pioneerahip. In them I cannot boast that 1 accomplished much for my- 
self; but I thank God that I have done something— or at least I hope so— for 
my fellow-man. 

You. have placed two periods, conspicuously different in themseWes, in jux- 
taposition upon jour card— 1840 and 1858,- Iowa as it was, and Iowa »s it is. 
What a contrast the two pictures present 1 The rapid colnciaatioo of Ohio and 
Kentucky were marvels in their day, but tl.ej are marTels no longer. TVlacou- 
sin may claim a parallel with Iowa; and Minnesota may boast a leap into 
Siatehood of still greater B,pparent vigor; but not, when it is considered thit, 
for the want of railroad connection with the seaboard, the first ten years of 
Iowa were practicaJly lost to her. 

Allow me, in conclusion, to hope that there will be many and pleasant re- 
unions of the " Pioneer Settlers' Association," 

Very truly yours, etc., 

J. H. SULLIVAN. 

Fruit Sill Ciastical Insiitvte, Mass., I 
February 9th, 1858. J 
GENTtBMEN :— Your note and invitation were transmitted to me by my 
father. I thank you Tery much for your kind invitation and welcome. It is 
with mucb regret that I am obliged to inform you, that impossibilities, which 
cannot be surmounted, will prevent my joining you in the approaching festi- 
val. But although I cannot be present in person, still my beat wiahes are with 
ynn. I rrjoioe that I anf a Hawkeye, and 1 feel proud of the State of my na- 
tivity—may she continue to advance as rapidly as she has for the past twenty 
yeara, till she shall become the leading State in the Union. The " Pioneer 
children" — may they always remain true to their native State, and never dis- 
grace the land of their birth. 

Wm. B. GROVER. 

Foxhoro, February IBth, 1858. 
Gemtlemen : — I regret very mncb that circumstances are such that 1 cannot 
comply with your kind invitation to attend the flrat featival of the "Pioneer 
Settlers' Asaooiation of Scott County," Iowa; yet while absent in body, let me 
assure yon I shall be with you in spirit. It is a long time since I lived among 
you, and then but eighteen months, yet I have always felt an interest iu your 
prosperity, and have kept myself "posted up," by taking one of yonr good 
papers. My heart has often yearned for some of your '■ good things," and yet 
I have never felt that strong desire to be one day with you as I now do. 
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May the Bsme God tbat has been with and highly blessed you, lead you 
eafelj throngh this world up to our Aomei in the skies. 

Yours truly, 

E. QROVER. 

Jacksonville, III., Feb. 15, 1858. 
Gentlemes :— t rpceived a letter a few days since from Mr. W. Bairows, in 
which wsB enclosed a card of invitation to a grand festival of the "old folks 
at home." Nothing could afford me more pleasure, than for myself and &mily 
to be present with jon on the occasion mentioned — to meet -with friends of 
former years, especially the hardy pioneers whose energy, toil and efforts base 
caused such wonderful derelopments in all that contributea to the happiness 
of man, would be a source of enjoyment, which would produce feelings in my 
heart of the most deligbtful character; bat circumstances beyond my control 
will prevent my being preEent— and with many thanks to the committee for 
their invitation, I close with the following sentiment i " The pioneers of tbo 
West" — they were men of strong nerve and warm hearts ; by Uieir sacrifice, 
toil, and efforts, they have cansed the solitary places to be glad, and the wild- 
erness to bloom and blossom as the rose — may their memory be sacred 1 

H. W. HIGGISGS. 

Dutuque, Feb. 1, 1858. 
Gentlemen ; — I have received an invitation from the Pioneer Settlers' Asso- 
ciation, of Davenport, to be present at choir approaching Festival, on the 22nd 
of February, and to respond to a toast in reference tfl the " Pioneer Dead." I 
regret that it will not be in my power to comply with the request, as my daties 
here will not allow me to be absent from home at that time. It would give 
me great pleasure to meet those who will assemble on that occasion, and to 
renew old acquaintanceship formed many years ago, while at the same time I 
should eiperience some pain from reminiscences of trials endured in former 
days, and from the absence of many former friends departed. It was at Dav- 
enport that I first trod the soil of ray adopted State, about nineteen years ago. 
Your large and flourishing city was then but a hamlet, and no one could have 
rationally predicted its present prosperity from what was thea visible. It is 
one of the most pleasant facts in my history, that I was enabled, with a few 
others, to found the Congregational Church, now so large and intuential for 
good in your city. It is my sincere desire that the past success of the secular 
and religious enterprise of your oitJKena may bo only a slight earnest of what 
is yet in store for them. With many thanks for the distinguished honor con- 
ferred upon me in assigning me a part in your anticipated eiercises on the oc- 
casion referred to, I am, 

Very respectfully yours, 

JSO. C. HOLBROOK. 
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Gentleuen : — Permit j 



■mbers of 



joar 



Pioneers of Iowa, 

I regret esoeedingly Ihat bii^i 
intereeting 
pleasure to 
whom I hai 



JVew ToTk, Feb. 11, 1588. 
3 tender mj grateful acknowledgment to the 
for I heir kind remembrdnce of tlie "Absent 



lier progress to h 
Altliough I can 

in the OTent. 
May Heaven cr 

years, in which t 



lot permit my joining yoa on the 
in of jour first celebration, as it would give me intense 
so many delightful reminiscences of the past, with those 
consideceii the advanoe-gaard of your fiouriBhing State, in 
r present greatness, 
lot be with you in person, I shall be particularly intetested 

wn your feast with gladneBS, and grant yon a long lease of 
enjoy the fruits of your early labors. 

Very truly yours, 

E, H. SHEPARD. 

LiClairc, Feb. 20, 1853. 
Hos. Jami!S GBiMT -.—Dear Sir .- I am fearful that I shall not be able to 
attend the festival of the old pioneers of Scott county on the 22d inst,, in your 
city. I have a severe cold, and am quite unwell to-day— trust, however, I 
ehall be better on Monday. If so, I shall certainly be down. After witnessing 
the struggles of the " Old Settlers" for nearly twenty-one years, I feel lilie 
rejoicing when they rejoice, /sasfwj wAsn ^cy/eosi, and mourning when they 

In the event that I am too indisposed to come down, and there should be no 
person from Lere to respond to the twelfth regular toast, please do so jonrself. 
I know I am safe in saying that our people would feel safe with their interestu 
confided to your hands. 

I think a good many of our old citizens will be down, but veiy few of them 
are public speakers. 

I send yoa a volunteer toast, to be read if I cannot come. 
Truly joiirs, 

LAUREL SUMMERS. 

Damilk, Fa., Feb. 16, 18S3. 

Gentlemen ; — Accept my thanks for the card of invitation to the " First 
Festival of the Pioneer Association," and also for your kind note accompany- 
ing it. 

There arc no memories more cherished and fresh in my heart than those of 
my residence among you, from 1837 to 18H ; and it would afford me great 
pleasure to meet with my old frienda on the occasion of the Festival, but I 
cannot. My heart will be there, however, beating in unison with your highest 
aspirations for the future prosperity of your beautiful city and county, and the 
long life and happiness of all the pioneers. 
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There is not in this great cnuntry a spot more sacred to tnj memory thao 
Daveaport. The beauty of its Eiluatioa; its aalobritj ; the old aaeocialea, aad 
familiar faces of friends ace always present to my thoughts, and I never fail to 
speak favorably for them to friends here when the West is the subject of dis- 
conrse. Living, as I do, on the banks of the ijusquehanna, whose waters are 
like crystal, and surrounded by landscapes, the grandeur and beauty of which 
are perhaps unsurpassed, thej seem fo me not comparable to the scene from 
the bluffs below Darenport, looking south and east, and bringing into our view 
the Twin Cities, Ibe upper Kapids of the great Mississippi, embracing tha 
beautiful Rock Island, etc. 

It is a cherished purpose of my hearttoyisitmy once home at Davenport at as 
early a day as possible, when I hope to renew many of my old friendships. 

I have also, in the name of my wife, and daughter born in Dlwenport, to 
thank you for the invitation, and assure you that it would afford them very 
great happiness to visit their old home, and join the festival. 

May the snn of prosperity ever shine on all of you, until " gathered as a 
shock of corn fully ripe." 

With sincere regard, 

ANDREW L. RUSSELL. 

THE CLOSE. 

In response to a loud cail at the close of the Festival, John P. Cook, Esq., 
sang " Oft, in the Stilly Night," It was finely given, and warmly applauded. 
The sweet voioes of fair women joined in from dilferent parts of the hall, and 
the effect was delightful. Finally, at 1 o'clock, " Auld-Lang-Syne" was sang 
in general chorus, and the "Old Settlers' Festival" was a happy memory of 
the past. 
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GEOLOGICAL SKETCH OF THE CITY OF DAVENPORT. 



The esternal features, and internal resources of any giTen. district of 
country, are intimately connected with its future history. Prom its esternal 
features we gather in the main a knouledge of those habitable qualities which 
render it mare or less desirable for eiTilized abodes. In its geographical 
position we learii the commercial advantages which attach to its location, as 

From a iinowledge of itH internal resources, we obtain the clearest insight 
to its productive capacities, determining in great measure the extent and 
character of its future population. 

Hence it is that an accurate geological yiew of any district, affording in- 
formation, both as regards eiternal features and internal resources, ia import- 
ant and useful aa a key to its future history. 

The Geological sabstratucn npon which the city of Davenport is located, is 
a white or light gray limestone, characterized by its fossils to belong to tha 
Hamilton group of Deyoiiian Kooks. This limestone crops oat along the tirer 
banks, of the upper portion of the city. It presents, near East Davaoport, 
perpend icniar cliffs, varying in height from 15 to 25 feet above low water mark ; 
thence occupying the bed of the Mississippi riyer, it forms the lowest chain in 
the course of the Eook Island rapids, re-appearing again, similar in character, 
on Rock Island proper, and the corresponding left bank of the Mississippi. 
The shores of both banks of the river are here strewn with water-worn pebbles 
of this white limestone, variously mixed with smaller fragments of transported 
igneous rocks, including agiies, coinelians, and numerous forms of porphyry. 

This bed of limestone underlies Ibe whole o:tj of Davenport, appearing on 
or near the surface at its soalh eastern border extending from Bast Davenport 
to Perry street. Thence to the western limits of the city it ia more deeply 
covered under alluvial depo^ites This rock, together with ita alluvial cover- 
ing, forms a gentle ascen 'mg slope fiom the nver bank to the irregular line 
of blnff hills, which hero hound the valley of the Missiislppi. Where this 
roek is largely developc 1 in steep mural f locf, as adjoining and just below 
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East Davenport, the Muffs approach near the river bunlt, leaving little or do 
space for btittom levels. Thia givea a BonieHlia,t rugged character to this 
looality. In following the western course of Ilia river the limestoEe dipa lower 
beneath the surface, aaii the bluffs j-ecede, thus giving greater width to the 
valley portion of the city towards its western border. 

The bluff formation, attaining an average elevation of IBO feet above lie 
river level, presents on its outer edge abrupt slopes and rounded crests, eom- 
mandiEg estensive views of the course of the river above and below. Estend- 
iog baok from the river, this formation is cut up with deeply trenched valleys, 
variously branched and thence emerging on the upland prairie beyond. 

These several features collectively, combine a pleasing variety of external 
scenery, and offer grading, facilities easy of application, aud well suited for 
the purposes of drainage. 

DEVONIAN LIMESTONE FORMATION. 

Referring moTe particularly to the special characters of the formations above 
alluded to, we notice ibe underlying limestone strata to lie composed of a series 
of distinct beds, varying considerably in structure and composition. 

First of these in a descending order is an irregular shaly bed, containing 
the greater part of the fossils which serve to characterize this formation. 
These strata are more largely developed to the south and west, being tlie com- 
mon surface rock on both sides of the Mieaissippi, some eight or ten miles below 
tbe city, at and adjoining the town of New Buffalo. In this latter locality the 
rocfes ate replete with fossils easily procured, aud in fine state of preservation. 
Within the limits of the city this bed is esposed at only one locality, formerly 
known as LeClaire quarry, now loot of Farnam street. The roclt here crops 
out just at the foot of the bluff, at an elevation of about forty feet above the 

To this fossiliferous bed succeeds the more common surface exposure, con- 
BiEling of a white or ligbt colored rock of Elatey testure, weathering on ex- 
posure into thin irregular fragments. This character of rock shows a variable 
thiolinEas of from five ta twenty feet, and is well exhibited at the lower point 
of Rock Island, forming the greater part of the exposed rocky cliff on which 
old Fort jlrmstrong was built. 

To this slatey rock succeeds a more compact bed. mostly massive and heavy 
bedded. Its texture varies from that of a close irregular breccia of light color, 
and exceedingly brittle to loose strata of blue argilaceous rock, reiidily disin* 
tegrating on exposure to the atmosphere. Intermediate to these we generally 
notice several seams of a more earthy gray rock occurring in even beds, and 
frequently containing masses of fibroua gypsum. These latter seams furnish 
the best quality of building rock in this vicinity, being in fact the only rock 
suitable for dressing under the hammer. This seam is of very variable thick- 
ness, being in some places entirely wanting, while in adjoining localities it 
attains a thickness of several feet. The main bulk of the limestone quarries, 
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being made up of tie heayy bediJed and irregular Beamed rook, is only suit- 
able for foundations or rough ashlar work. 

Aside from building purposaa this limestone contains no minerals of any 
economical value, occasional spangles of sulphurate of zino or moderate siaed 
crystals of calcareous spar being the only minerals worthy of note. The 
Blatey surface layers are employed for convaraion into quiek-lime, but the pro- 
dact is of rather indifferent quality. 

One peculiarity of thia limestone formation deserves more than a passing 
notice, both from its etacularlty and also its oonneiion with the subterranean 
distribution of water. This peculiai'ty consists in the frequent ocoarronoo of 
fissures filled in with clay, evidently infiltrated from above. These flasnrea or 
clay seams may be frequently noticed in the perpendicular face of quarries, 
here they are seen interrnptiog the regular series of rock strata with masses of 
grayish, very adhesive clay. These seams vary in width from a few inches to 
sererai feet, and are frequently bottle -shaped, narrowing above and bulging 
out below. Prof. Hall, State Geologist, is inclined to the opinion that this 
clay is cotemporaneous with the underlying fire-clay of adjoining coal meaa- 
ures, and that these fissures were filled up at the same period that coal was 
in process of formation. These clay seams are frequently met with, in digging 
wells or deep cellar foundations, in which sitnations they are often accom- 
panied with living springs of water. From such sources are evidently derived 
the supplies of water from artesian borings, which have been made with par- 
tial success iu various parts of the city. 

BLTJFr FORMATION. 

The bluff formation constitutes a well marked step in the Series of quarter- 
nary deposites, succeeding the drift er boulder era, and anterior to the recent 
surface allayium. This formation, generally of considerable thickness, cor- 
responding to the height of the bluff hills, forms tbe substratum of the up- 
land prairies. It is composed of a great variety of earthy materials, includ- 
ing finely pulverulent marls, beds of coarse sand and grarei, aggregations 
resembling hard-pan or pudding-stone, overlaid by a variable layer of yellow 
clay, and gradually blending with the present surface soil. These several 
features indicate this formation as resulting from tbe deposition of eiteneive 
fresh water lakes, having variable currents and moetly shallow waters. Not 
unfrequently well excavations bring to riew a buried soil of rich vegetable 
mould now covered up by twenty feet or more of lacustrine deposites, con- 
taining fresh water shells. This earlier surface soil supported a rank arbores- 
cent vegetation, and is proved by buried remains, to have been the roaming 
places of the now eitinct tribes of the gigantic Mastodon and Northern 
Elephant. The upper clay in the bluff series, is everywhere eitensively used 
for the manufacture of brick. 

A fine sectional view of the general features of this bluff formation may be 
seen in the cutting along tlie west side of Harrison street, opposite Siith street. 
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COAL. 
It woold be interesting, did space allow to present some facts, in regard to 
the snpply of cofti in this diatriot, but Ibis must be left lor another occaEion. 
It will be snllicient here to state, that the only reliable supply of coal for this 
section of country, is to be obtained from the Rook River coal basin. This 
has been recently opened to market hy two Railroads, and is anccessfuUy 
worked by three distinct mining eompanies. The present facilities are suffi- 
cient to meet the local demand, and the source of supply is ample for all 
future TTftnta, 
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MEDICAL TOPOGRAPHY OF DAVENPORT. 



Ever since tho influi of the white population corameuoed, Davenport has 
been aoteii for the healtMneBS of its location. Situated in latitude 41J° north 
it has a climate wbich partakes neither of tlie extreme severity of the higher 
regions, nor of the lassitude Incident to more southern situations. At appro- 
priate seasons of the year it is decidedly cold or warm, and is not subject to 
such intermediate weatbet as characterizes so mnch of the country near tho 
seaboard, and wliich is so prolific in the elimination of disease in its various 
forms. The country on both sides of the Mississippi, at the oommeocement 
of the Upper Rapids and where the great Bridge spans the stream, is marked 
by high bluffs of gradaal ascent. ISelow, these elevations recede from the river, 
and above they hug it more closely. On the Iowa side a large fan-like plateau 
is formed, varying from a few hundred yards to perhaps a milo in width, gra- 
dually rising to the base of the hills, qodo of it subject to inundation, and 
every foot of which is susoeptible of the most complete drainage. Ppon this 
the business portion of the city is situated. It ia rarely, if ever, the case that 
stagnant pools are to be found anywhere upon this surface. Hence, miasmatic 
diseases are seldom encountered in their epidemic form. Added to this, on 
account of the city being situated on an east and west reach of the river 
wbich soon inclines to the southward after leaving the town, the prevailing 
winds come from a dry and healthy quarter, in fact, almost directly from tho 
rolling prairie. Having reached the crest of the bluffs, the country northward 
gently undulates to a stream called Duck Creek, about one and a half or two 
miles from the river, and running parallel with it tho length of the city 
bounds. This creek empties into the Mississippi about five miles above the 
bridge, and possesses the peculiarity of seeking its estuary up the Rapids . 
That portion of the promontory (if it may be so called,) formed by the streams, 
and which is enclosed witbia the munioipa! limits, is being rapidly covered 
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with handsome residences, more than one hundred feet above the water, and 
mada aoceasible by means of streets. Some of the finest and healthiest spots 
which the lover of ease and retirement oould desire, are to bo found between 
LeClaire'a residence snd East Davenport, spread over the sloping hill-sides. 
In winter shielded from the blast of the north, and in summer aooeasible to 
the refreshing breezes of the wast, with no matshes or anpurabuo dance of de- 
caying vegetable matter to inspire dread, with a full view of the bnsy rivet 
and overlooking, withal, the Twin-Cities, this portion of Davenport has aiwaja 
seemed as though calcniated to satisfy the most fastidious, and is destined to 
beoome the resort of many seeking a permanent, desirable, and beautiful 
home. Irregularities in living, unaeoesaary exposure, or any want of proper 
care m regards health, will, in the very beat climate, produce disease. Hence, 
medical men are in demand the world over. But, the fact is asserted, that 
Davenport during the probation of a full generation, has proved its claim to 
being situated in one of the moat salubrious atmospheres of which our coun- 
try ean boast. The mortality of the place is uncommonly small, arid the typo 
of disease in its development, undergoes such modification as is agreeable 
alike to patient and practitioner. Au accomplished physician, of long atand- 
jng, has been known to atate, that he never knew of an original caae of phthisis 
pulmonalia in the city, aud that all persons affected in that way, by residing 
in this locality, have had their unpleasant symptoms mitigated and their lives 
prolonged. The population is composed of persons of regular habits, as a gen- 
eral rule ; and this fact assists materially in giving to Davenport its wide-spread 
reputation for healthiuesa. In former times, when only a rural village on the 
Upper Mississippi, the place would be crowded throughout the summer months 
by families from St. Louis, seeking relaiatioQ and enjoyment. The advent of 
a dense population has deprived the spot of a certain charm for sportameu, but 
has in nowise diminished the invigorating breezes which gave so much zest 
to their eipeditions in lishing and fowling, and which, after all, contributed 
the most to the enjoyment of life. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 



SCOTT COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 



Notice hating been giyen through the public prints, that a meeting would he 
heia for the purpose of organising a Medical Society for the County of Scott, 
niae regular members of the profession met at the office of Drs, Witherwai 
and Carter, (Third street, west of Brady,) on the Ifith of October, 1868. Dr. 
Jas. Thistle pr( Bided, and Dr. Tomson acted as Secretary. Oommilteea vera 
appointed to report upon the several salrgects of Gonstitutiou And By-Laws, 
Code of £tbice, and Fee Bill, and the meeting adjourned to meet ten days 
subsequently. Co the 28th of October, thirteen physicians met at the office 
of Drs. Fountain and Adler, (Second street, bctiveen Brady and Main,) re- 
ceived the reports of the respeclira Committees, adopted a Cunstitution and 
By-Laws, as well as the Code of Ethics recommended by the Amernan Med- 
ical Association, and proceeded to elect the following permanent oSicers, to 
serve for one year ; 

President, Dr. Egbert S. Barrows ; Vice Fresidenl, Dr. Lyman Carpenter ; 
Secretary, Dr. J. J. Tomson ; Treasure, Dr. James Thistle, and CenaoTi, Drs. 
T. J. Saunders, Jno. M. Adler, and J. W. H. Baker. 

Although regular meetings four times a year had been agreed upon, ealliiig 
this the Anniversary, yet ihc necessity seemed lo esist for a special meeting, 
and the members agreed lo meet again in two weeks. The Society convened 
in the Young Mens' Literary Association Hall, (Post Office Building,) on the 
11th of November, Dr. Carpenter, Vice President, occupying the Ctair. At 
this meeting ft Fee Bill was adopted, and the members generally signed the 
Constitntion. January 27th, 1857, the first regular quarterly meeiiog took 
place at the office of Drs, Fountain and Adler, the President taking the Chair. 
A resolntion was adopted, and a committee appointed relative to forming a 
union with the Rock Island County Medical Society. Drs. Barrows and 
Saunders were elected delegates to the American Medical Association, to con- 
vene in Nashville, Tenn., the succeeding May. The second quarterl; meeting 
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took plaoe in the Council Chamber, at the corner of Brady and Third streets, 
April 28th, the President filling the Chair. The members of the Rock Island 
Medical Society Here admitted aa Honorary members, and entitled to all 
priTilegefl, save Toting. Dr. Patrick Gre^, former and first President of that 
Association, read an eloquent and instructive address, by special inyitation. 
Dr. Baker was appointed to deliyor sn essay at the neit, or a future meeting. 
Drs Fountain, Thistle, Carter, Pelton, and Barrows, were appointed delegates 
to the State Society, to meet at Iowa Citj the following June. The third 
quarterly meeting met at the Council Chamber, July 28th, the Vice President 
in the Chair. The annual meeting oonTened at the eame plaoe, October 2'Ilh, 
Dr. C. C. Parry presiding at the morning, and the Vice President at the after- 
noon session. Resolutions were adopted, making the annual meeting to occur 
the last Tuesday in January, and postponing the election of ofBcera until that 
period, and continuing the esisting organization. A committee, conaisting of 
Drs. Carter, Thistle, and Adler, was appointed to reiise the Constitution and 
By-Laws. The annual ; meeting assembled at the same place January 2Cth, 
1858, Dr. Fountain presiding. The afternoon session was held at the office of 
Dr. Baker, the eame gentleman in the Chair. OfBcera for tte year Here 
elected aa follows .- 

Preeidrnt, Dr. Th. J. Saunders ; Vice Fretideni, Iit. James Thistle ; Secretary, 
Dr. A. H. Amea ; Treasurer, Dr. J. J. Tomson ; Censors, Drs. J. W. H. Baker 
E. J. Fonntain, and Jno. M. Adler. Dr, Baker read an Essay, agreeably to 
appointment. Dr. 0. C. Parry waa appointed Essayist for the nest meeting. 
The number of members at the present time is about twenty, three-fonrtha 
of whom reside in the city of Davenport. The object of the Society is " to pro- 
mote the diffusion of true Medical Science among its members, and to elevate 
the character of the profession in the community," At the various meetings 
many interesting cases have been brought forward and diBcuased, calculated 
to impart, instruction, and a general basis of action has been instituted, the 
effect of which will be, to define the rights and duties of practitioners agree- 
ably to the rules and regulatlona laid down by the highest medical authority 
of the country. Among a newly settled people, baneful irregularities are apt 
to be imputed to the profession generally, unless there ia an organization, 
zealous in its guardianship of the portals of Medicine. Without there is a 
charmed line over which mere empirics cannot pass, and which is constantly 
kept visible to the public eye, the votaries of Science have to suffer deprecia- 
tion by being classed with irresponsible practitioners, noted only for the es- 
c ess of their ignorance, and the audacity of their pretensions. Already are 
the effects to be seen, of a cloae combination on the part of those properly 
qnalified for taking upon themselves the responsibility for practising the heal- 
ing art. Uniformity of action, conrteous relations, and a keen desire to pro- 
mote the general welfare, are apparent among the membera, and the prospect 
now is, that the medical corps of Davenport and vicinity will stand at no 
distant day pre-eminent in the valley of the Upper Mississippi. 
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CHAPTER SXVII. 



MANUFACTURES AND INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS. 



ARCHITECTS. 

W. L. CiBBOLt, in Grigg's Block.— Mr. Carroll has designed soma of the 
fineal public and private Etrnctiiraa in the city, among which are Iowa College, 
Engine Housa, Grigg's Block, Haviland'a and H. H. Smith's residences, School 
Houaes in DistriolB i and 1 ; besides a host of School and Court Houses, 
Churches, and Private Dwellings in varions pacta of the Country. His claims 
to Buperioritj are scarcelj questioned in the Weat. 

J. L. Cochrane. — Among Mr. Cochrane'a beat efforts are Metropolitan Hall; 
Lambrite'a residence ; St. Lulce's church, aupecintended by Squires ; and 
Willard Bftcrows' residence. 

Octave Roe bets.— Nickolla' Block. 

BAKERIES. 

" Philadelphia Bakery," Scheuckei & Matthes. — Brady street, between 
Front and Second streets. 

"Union Bakery," J. Mhtzhek. — No. IB Second street.— Capital, $3. 000' 
Raw Material per year, $3,000. Value manufactures per year, $10,000. 
Established 18S4. 

D. MoottB. — 20 Front st. — ^Capital, $6,000. Raw material per year, $8,000. 
Established 1842, This was the first one of the son, of note, established in 
Davenport. The old bouae was lately burned, but is being rebuilt. 

F. ZiHRSEU, — 14S Fourth street.— Five haniJs. 

W. PiPit's "PaeiGo Bakery. — Harrison street. 

There ace several smaller Balteriea in town, not enunieratad. 



;dbyG00<:^lc 



DAVENPORT 



BARBELS 



Jones, Chapin b Co,— Corner Fifth and Fillmore streets.— Employ twenty 
hands, and turns out from lOOO to laOO per week. 

J- M, D. BuBBowa.— On Telegraph Road.— Twentj-elght men tarn out about 
t6,000 flour barrels pec year, besidea a large amount of pork coopKtage. 

WiLBON, Pbbev & Co.— Corner of Bridge Avenue and Front atrcets.— Ilun a 
twelve home power engine. Employs fifteen to twenty hands at $3 per diem. 
Capital |5,000. Use in raw material per year $20.000. Value of iaa,[iufacture3 
per year $35,000. Established 1857. 

There are three other Cooper Shops in the city besides the foregoing, and 
also one patent Wash-Tub and a Chair Factory. 

BLACKSMITHS. 

H. A. Kent.— Alley opposite Post Office,- A carriage shop attached by 
John Murphey. 

Some dozen shops in (own. 

BOOTS AND SHOES. 

MooBE & Garebtt.— is Brady b tree t.— Capital $1,300. Kaw material per 
year $3 BOO, Product |10,000. Established 1854, 

F. H, Gejggs & Co.— 25 Brady street,— C.i pit al $1 600. Value of raw ma- 
terial per year |3,b00. Product $10,000. Employ ten hands at the aggregate 
cuat of $3,dOO per annum, Mr. Griggs deserves lionoraUe mention for the 
use he has made of his capital. He has invested it liberally in city improve- 
ments, among which are some finebrici imildings, known as '■ Griggs Block." 
His investments have all tended to build up and ornament the city, and to 
contribute materially to its permanent prosperity. 

D. B. Cablbton,- 96 Brady street. 

C. Stahl, — Harrison street. 

T. O. Rcas ELL. —Main striet. 

A. Galleu. — 54 Perry street. 

H. Fohlendobpf. — Main street near Second. 

J. M. Sellen, — Corner Second and Harrison streeta,— Employs 14 hands. 

J. C. Todd,— 84 Brady street. 

AaaToN & FREBMiN. — Brady street, above Post Office, 

FoLi.EE & HnflBiHD, —Second street, near Metropolitan Block,- This firm 
has the repatation of doing as good work, and of possessing as much, or mora 
enterprise in their peculiar department, than any other firm in the West. 
Their work is of the very best order, and aflorded at prices which will com- 
pare honorably with the beat Eastern establishments. 

There are many other establishments of this kind in town. 
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BREWERIES. 

MiTTHtAS Frahm, — Harrison street. — Capital, $20,000. Use yearly 10,000 
bushels Barley, and 8,000 pounds Dops. Brew 4,000 barrels Beer, worth 
$36,000. Eatabliahed 18ol. The first year the establiahment brewed 150 
barrels Beer, and used only some S50 bnshele Barley. It is ooe of Che largest 
Breweries iu this Slate. 



De. T. Dbets, — Main street, above seventh. 

Tiios. B, CiRTBtt's Ale and Porter Brewery.— Near Eas 



SICK YARDS. 



Bakes & Clabk. — Harrison street, between seventh and eighth streets. — 
Capital JS.OoO. Employ twenty men. Made 130,000 last year, worth $9,200. 
Tlse Hall & Adams Press, a decided improvement on the old system. Intend 
to double tbeir operations this year. 

There are three yards in the western part of the town, in reap of J. M. D. 
Burrows' residence, and employ from Sfly to sistj hands. 

Jno, Rocks. — Gaines street,— Made 140,000 last year. Tvfeoty hands. 

Harvey Leonahi) commenced maliing Bricks in Davenport, in June 1831, 
made about 300,000 ; in 1838 made about 600,000 ; in 1839 made about 500,000 ; 
in 1840 made about 800,000; in 1841 made about 500,000; in 1842 made 
about 500,000; iu 1843 made about 100,000; in 1844 made about 200,000 ; 
in 1845 made abont 200,000; in 1846 made about 600,000; in 1847 mado 
ahout 600,000; iu 1848 made about 600,000; in 1849 made about 600,000; 
in 1850 made about 300,000.— Leon abd &Hebebt iu 1851 made about 1,400,000; 
in 1852 mado ahout 1,500,000; in 1853 made about 1,500,000. — Leo.vabd in 
1854 made about 1,200,000; iu 1855 made about 1,200,000.— Lbobahd & 
Heeeki io 1856 made about 1,300,000; xn 1857 made about 1, 300,000. —Com- 
menced in 1B3G laying brisk,; in 1839, Eldrid & Leonard Brick Laying and 
Plastering. 1840 making, laying, and plastering. During that period burned 
very nearly all the lime used in the city. The number of hands employed 
ranges from sii to sixty ; comraOQ laborers wages by tie month from twenty 
to thirty iJoUars ; brick layers wages ranging from two to three dollars per 
day. The first brick building in the city was built by Leonard, in 1 83B, on the 
corner of third and Main streets ; the second brick building (the Catholic 
church) built by Adam, John, and Joseph Noel. During the first sis years of 
the time Mr. Leonard did all the brick work done in the city, among which 
were the Court House, Jail, LoClaire Hcuso, and Macklot and Webb's dwellings. 
Leonard k Hebert's brick yard is now situated on James Mcintosh's land, west 
of Scott street and north of eighth street, within the city limits. 

H. Delfs. — Fourteen men. Makes about 90,000 per year. 
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D. T. Toe HO .—Second street, above Roek Island street— Cnpital $S.O0O. 
Vftiue of manufactureB per year $12,000, Employe fifteen men at $10 to f 16 
per week. 

John A. Nirbau. — Corner Fourth and Gaines ata, — Value of mamofiietiires 
per joar §4,000. 

Divia, Bro. & Frasbh.— On Perry street above Fourth.— This firm, although 
lately come to Davenport, have established a wide reputation for excellence in 
their craft ; particularly in the difficult department of 8ta!r-huilding, in which 
they have no rivals. All are practical and eicellent draughtsmen, and possess 
in connection with their practical skill, in wood-nork a thorough scientific 
knowledge of arcbiteoture. One of the best specimens of their work may be 
seen in a counter at the Banking House of Messrs. Hill. Allen & Co., which is 
by fat the best specimen of fine workmanship in the West. 

JiHES Ceawfobd. — Corner Iowa ajid Second street. 

B, T. & E. L. JuHKSON. — Second street, between Rook Island and Perry. 

Okndobf Beothebb. — Carpenters and Builders, on Main street between Fifth 
and Sixth. 

JiOoB Kenton,— On Mala street, in rear of Judge Grant's Block. 

J. BcMBOLD, Jr. — On alley rear of Congregational church. 

1. N Field & Sandeks.- On Perry street, between Second and Third sts.— 
This firm have done some Tery fine Jobs, one of which la the counter in 
Jacoby's Drug Store. 

CoiTEs & Patch EN.— Alley between Fifth and Sixth, and between Brady 
and Perry slreets. 

John Hawley, — Corner Main and Park streets. 

W. S. Collins. — Opposite Trinity Chnrch, Rock Island street. 

F. H. McClei,l AND. ^Corner Rook Island and Second streets. 

Joes Hornby.- On Bluffs, Sixth street, between Main and Brady Etreets. 

G. W. Hall.- Third street, between Ripley and Scott streets. 
P. X. FiTZPATBicK.— N ear Jail, on Fifth street. 

H. & J. GtrMDAKEE.— On Iowa street, between Second and Third streets. 
N. SijiiiBEB. — Oldest Builder in Davenport, and Superintendent of St. Luke's 
Church. 
Noel & Mabokt. — Corner Harrison and Front streets. 
J. B. Davis.— Sisth street, between Rock Island and Peirj Streets. 
L. R. Allen. — Boards at "Pennsylvania House." 

CARRIAGE AND WAGON MAKING. 

Andkews & BVBB.- Fourth street, between Brady and Perry.- Large first 
class eastern establishment, with heavy branch establishment on Second street, 
between Rock Island and Iowa streets. 
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G, HiOEU & Co.— Third street near Harrison. —Capital %1 000. Employ 
twelve bands at $1.50 per diem. Eaw material per year $1,000. Value of 
product $10,000. 

SiDutER & HoHSEHiN.— Corner Gaines and Front streets. 

A. & G. WoBBBB. — Corner Harrison and Third streets.— Among the beet, if 
not the best, workmen in the West in every department of their trade. Their 
■work will bear compariaon with the finest ever turned out from eastern worfc- 
shopa. Capital $8000. Eighteen hands, at $1.50 per day. Produced last 
year $40,000. Bstablialied 1854. 

Kedbb & EcKHARDT.— Comer Second and Gaines streets. 

Goos & Lbisneb. — Gain 03 street, north of Third. 

Schmidt & Rodlbr. — Second street, near Scott. 

Rhopb k FiNKB. — Harrison Street, below Second. 

C. Stiltino, — Scott street, near Second. 

CIGAES. 

H. HiAK & Co. — Second street between Harrison nnd Ripley. 

KiOHoLia KuHNKN.^ — 34 Second street, and also one corner Main and Second 
streets. — MRnufacturee $12,000 worth per year. 

Jeffbkt & Cabmichabl. — 42 Seaond street — Manufacture yearly 1,200,000 
Cigars, at $25 per thousand. Brand 50,000 papers Smolsing Tobacco, and 
brand 6,000 cases Chewing Tobacco a year. 

Kasibk, — Main street, between Front and Second. 

There are many other shops in town, of whom space will not allow us to 
particularize. 

C ONFECTIONERT. 

Dtt. C. PiBRRUcci. — 60 Brady street. 
E. Bao.y.— 86 Brady street. 

DAGUERREOTYPES. 

Adams — Photographist, Ambrotypist, and Daguerrean, on Brady street near 
Third— This is one of the best establishments west of Buffalo. Mr. Adams 
Photographed the Portraits for this work. They speak for themselves. 

Tailoe's Gallery. — Davenport's Block. 

W. A. Nbsbit. — Comer of Brady and Second streets. — Sphereotypist and 

ScEDLER'a Daguerrean Rooma, — On Jlain street, neit to HickoUs' Block. 
DENTISTS. 

Chas. Goodrich, Dental Surgeon, — On Brady si 
Dr. Goodrich has taken high rank in his profess 
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operator. He has undergone tbe t 
all casBE, [bus far, proied bitnself ei 
DBQtistry. 

JiMEa MoHBOw. — On Foarth st,, near Main. — Dr. Morrow is of a 
taiui, artiadc in his taste, aad prepared to execute eyerjthlag ia a superior 

JtTLina OBKaEBKOCQH. — In JMerwin's Block. 
■ E. D. MvERS. — On Second street near Perry street. 

C. H. Baktustt. — Corner Brady and Fourth etreets, 

DRUGS AND MEDICINES. 

FB4NCI9 Jacob v.— Corner Perry and Fourth streets. — Mr. Jaooby has one of 
the finest Drug Stnres in town, and the elegant external and internal cbnracter 
of hia establishment, together with a altllful Prescription iat, indicates fu;iy the 
fact, tbat his arrangemeDta are all of a superior order. 

TirtOE a Ballokd.— LeClairo Block. 

W. W. McCamsioh & Co., " EJaiou Drug Store." — On Brady street, hetween 
SecoDd and Third. — -This is a first clasa establish men I, and is under the su- 
perlatendenoe of Mr. Reger, whose ripe akill In putting np prescriptions is 
the reault of long and close eiperience. 

Stbphekbon k CiESiiiAN.^LeClaire Block, 

Atusos k MoBride. — On Second street, next to Cook & aargent's Bank. 

DiTZBS & Co. — 97 Second street. 

FLOUR MILLS. 

J. M. D. BoaBowa, " Albioa Mills," — Corner Front and Perry sts. — Engine 
140 horse power. Established in 1847, arid commenced January 1848, with a 
capacity of manaiactnring 1200 barrels per week. In 1855 it was reraodlod 
and rebuilt, with a capacity of turning out 2500 barrels per week. Manu- 
factured the past year 80,00(1 barrels flour, at an average value of S4.B0 per 
barrel. Hiram Johnson, bead miller. 

D. A, BuBKOws. — On River, foot of Hound st. — Engine sixty borse power. 
Capital fEiS.OOO. Raw material per year $300,000. Employ twenty-eight 
hands at $1 60 per day. 

GiLLET, Green * Co.— Front street below Ripley.— Capital $16,000. Grind 
per year 50,000 bushels. Es ab h d IS i Two engines, sixty horse power. 

Obaham & Kepbbb.— On R f f Mound street.- Engine fifty horse 

power. Ten hands, Cos o wh a oa , barrels, hands, ta., per year 
$90,800, Turn ont 30,00 ba flou p year, $120,000. Value of bran, 

shorts, &c., $13,000. 

" Hawkeye Mills," by Jacob We atee.— Corner Perry and Third streets. — 
Engine twenty horse power. Capital $6,000. Turn out 200 barrels a week. 
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FURNITURE. 



JoHM Collins. — Front street, east of Perry. — En^neten horse power. Cap- 
ital $9,000 Raw material per jear $20,000. Value of mannfactures per 
year 34O.OOO. Eighteen ha,Qde, at $1.50 to |2.B0 per day. 

KsosiMAS, TiUPKB & Co. — Corner Houael and Second streets.— Engine sis 
horse power. Capital $3,000. Raw material per year $6,000. Emp'loj seven 
hands at $1 to $l.flO per day. Eaildiog, three rooms, and contemplate en- 
larging soon. All of the firm are practical mechanics. 

Wh. Campbell, Cabinet and Jobbing Shop. — In alley opposite Poat Office. 

J. B. Riches, Prospect TurniDg Shop. — Gaines street, corner of Seienth. — 
Engine six horse power. 

P. P. Sd«ons. — On River, near foot of Bridge Avanne. — Mamifactnres 
"Esoelsior Tifattress Material." Engine ten horse power. 

John Wiebum, TuCQing Shop. — Gaines street, between Third and Fourth.— 
Engine fifteen horse power. 

J. K. MILLS k Co. — Corner Farttam and Third streets.— Employ forty men. 
Wages per year $22,000, at $1.75 per day, per hand. Capital $40,000. Value 
of furniture per year, $16,000. Planing, $1,700. Sash, blinds, and doors, 
$11,000. Job wort, $3,800. Total value of manufactures, per year, $37,000. 
Engine twenty-five horse power. Their Agencies at Iowa City and Rock 
Island, sell also a lai^e amount flooring, siding, and other lumber. Machinery, 
one engine lathe, three turning lathes, one scroll saw, moulding machine, three 
powers, sticking machine, split saw, six circniar saws, two tenanting saws ; 
two morticing, two boring, and one dovetailing maohine ; screw cutter and 
turning machine. 

McNeil & Bko. — Comer Second and Perry streets. 

FURRIERS. 



HATS AND CAPS. 

A. B. Alston.— Davenport Block, Second street, 
0. W. Vebdbb, — Second streej, near Brady. 

IRON WORKS ANB MACHINERY. 

"Davenport Steam Gas and Lead Pipe Works, and Brass Foundry," by 
P. Merwin. — 81 and S3 Perry street. — Gas and Steam Fitting, Plumbing, &c,, 
in all its various branches ; Brass Goods of every description manufactured 
to order. Also, on hand and ready to be just put up at short notice, Chan- 
daliers. Pendants, Shower Baths, Wash Basins, Brackets, Glass Globes, Bath 
Tubs, Water Tanks, &c. The attention of Machinists, Engine, and Boiler 
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Builders, is inTited to the large aesottment of Braas and Irnn Fitting con- 
stantly on hanii, such as Safetj Valves, Steam Guaees, Water Guagea, Guage 
Cocks, Globe Valves, Oil Valves, Heaters, Boiler Pumps, Oil Cups, Regulator 
Valves, Check Valves, Whiatles, &c. Wrought Iron Pipe, with all kinds of 
Fittings for connecting Boilers, Engines, Pumpa, &c., fitted to oiriler and sent 
to any part of the coaatry ready to oonneot. Pipe and Fittings aupplied to 
the trade on reaBooable terms. — Mr. MerwiQ deserves honorable notice foe the 
enterprise he has exhibited. He is but a young man, has invested iu a 6ne 
briek huilding, and furnisbed it aa notil^ed above. This establishment is the 
only one of the kind in the State, and is in all respects of a high character. 

F. B. Abbott, Machine Shop, and mftnufacturer of Carter's Patent Oscilla- 
ting Engine Pumps— LeClwre street, near Third.— Double engine, sii horae 
, power. Capital $15.fK)0. Mostly a Repairing and Jobbing Shop. 

"Excelsior Agricultural Works, and Machine Shop," Jons Hbhrmai. — 
Gaines street, between Third and Fourth sts,— Capital $1,000. Manufactures 
Agricultural Implements prinoipally. Mowing and Reaping Machines, Straw 
and Stalk Cotters, Corn Shellers, &c, 

Davis, Watson A Co., " Washington Machine Works." — Comer Third street, 
near Railroad Bridge. —Capital $25,000. Raw material used per year, $16,000. 
Manufactures $40,000. Employ twenty hands, at $2 per day. Engine twenty- 
four horse power. Pitts' Patent Thrashing Machine, turn out two to three per 

John Annablk & Son, Screw Bolt Mannfactory. — LeClaire 8t., near Third. 

Make from 2000 to 3000 Bolts per day, besides Jobbing. Businesa for last 
year $2,000, Not much capital required in the business. 

Jbuke, Donnel^.t&Lea, "Davenport Iron Works," — Roek Island street, near 
Second.— Engine twenty horse power. Do a large business in heavy machinery 
and house building castings. Capital $18,000. Raw materia! per year $15,000. 
Value of niannfactnries, per year, $100,000. Employ fifty-five hands. Eata- 
blisbed 1856. Attached to the eatabliabment are a Blacksmith Shop, Brass 
Foundry, and PatlerQ Shop. One of the heaviest establishments of the kind 
in the State. 

S. MiLLEit, Machine, Jobbing, and Repairing Shop. — Gaines St., near Second. 

TowNBBND, Smith & Co. — Fourth street, opposite Catholic Cemetery. — En- 
gine eight horse power. Make Osoillating Engines, &o. 

" Mississippi & Missouri RailroaJ Locomodve Works and Car Factory." — 
At Railroad Depot.— Engine sixty horse power. A. Kimball, Foreman of 
Machine Works; M. WrigUt, Foreman of Smithry; and S. W. Remer, Foreman 
of Car Works. Capital $54,000. Raw material, per year, $10,000. Esta- 
blished 1858. 

" LeClaire Machine Works," corner Front and Scott streets.- This is the 
oldest Foundry in town; was built by LeClairo & Davenport in 1851, and 
owned by them until 1856, when it was bought by Mr. Donahue, its present 
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proprietor. The Macliin 



the Foundry 

at $30,000 

year ¥30.000. Engi 
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a by Mr. Donahue. Capital $50,000, Forty h.iii d 
. Mannfaclures per year 5150.000. Raw material per 
e thirty horae power. 

, " Davenport Flow Factory." — Corner Kock Island nad 
twenty borae power. Thia eetabiishment wiiH etarted 
ia 1846 by John Beebtel, better known aa " IlonetS John." It is now the 
largeat eatabliahment in the Slate, and has establiahed a wide reputation for 
the superiority of its woritmanahip, aud the eicellence of many improyements 
introduced by the inventive genius of Mr. Sliinner. He has made many re- 
marliable and decided improyenients in hia line of busineaa. Capital $25,000. 
Eaw material, per annum, $20,000. Value of manufactures, per year, $45,000. 
Thirty handa, at $2 per day. Made last year, 3,500 Plows, 200 Cultlrators, 
200 double and single Shovel Plowa, Harrows Horse-raltea, kc. 

J. Whitson & Co., "Masaillion Miiehine Works." — Front at, near Farnam. 
Engine 20 horse poirer. Makers of Maesiiion Threshing Machines, kc. 

LIVEEY AND SALE BUSINESS. 

PiKKEB k Speaboq.— 13 Secocd street, opposite LeCiaire Row. — Forty 
horsM, with proportionate number of vehicles. Run two Omnibusses and one 
four horae Hack to DsWitt to connect 0. I. & N. K. R. This is by far the 
largoHl Livery establishment in the city, and posseaaea accommodations in its 
line of the very first character. They have aome of the finest carriages, 
sleighs, and the most elegant turnouts in the West. It is a pleasure to notice 
the fact, that their efforts to obtain encellenoe in their department are fully 
appreciated by the public, aa is oTinced in the amount of busioess done by 

High & Co.— Harrison street, nest to Seolt House.— T went j-fiTe horses and 
other accommodations to match. The Messrs. High & Co. have heretofore de- 
servedly reaped a large amount of public patronage, from the fact, that they 
never fail in their efforta to give satisfaction. Their " rigs" are nneiceptlon- 
abie, and their drivers the neplua ultra of the Jehu-ic stamp. For a tramp or 
a hunting tour acroaa the glorious pr.iicie- country back of our city, there is no 
better companion, bon meant, or careful driver, than either of the gentlemen 
of the Grm, as the author's eiperienee can testify. 



H. Smith.- Alley opposite Post < 

Thomson & Hill. — 55 Second a 
buggies, and two riding horaea. 

J. J. SoMERB & Co.— Main street 
two open and two top buggies, anc 

J. H. Camp & Co.— Harrison str 
horses, and eight carriages. 
S4 



ficB. — Twenty horses. . 

eet. — Fifteen horaes, three carriages, six 

between Third and Fourth. — Six horses, 

>ne carriage. 

!t, between Second and Third. — Fourteen 
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There is also a. Liverj ajid Sale statle in the Alley in rear of LeClaire House, 
besides one otier stable in town. 

This business is perhaps one of the best paying io the West. Prices range 
from three to five dollars per day, for single horse and carriage, without 
driyers; and ail to ten dollars with driver. Double teams are fcom five to ten 
dollars per day, with or without driver. 

LUMBER BOSINBSS. 

S. T. Alibn, Saw Mill with Lath Machine,— Corner Warren and Front sts.— 
EngiuB forty horse power. Lately borned down. 

BcBRELL, GiLLET & Co., Saw Mill, Sash, Door, and Blind Factory, with Lath 
and Shingle lUachine attached.— Corner Scolt and Front streets. — Two engines, 
one-hundred horse power. Capital $125,000. Manufacture yearly 6,000,000 
feet Lumber, 3,000,000 Lath, 4,000,000 Shingles, at a total value of $160,000. 
Doors, Sasb, and Blinds, per year, $15,000. Employ ninety hands, at an 
average of $1.85 per day. Established 1850. Machinery, two upright and 
two rotary saws ; can saw 50,000 feet per day, of twelve hours. 

Cahnos & Fbencr, Saw and Plaining Mill, Sash, Door, and Blind Factory.— 
On River near MjrUe street,- Engine eighty horse power. Capital $T5.000, 
Employ eighty hands, three Salesmen, and one Bookkeeper. Keal Estate 
$00,000. Cost of logs for paat year (4,014,7';0 feet,) $43,635. Labor for year, 
818,000, Value of product from April 4th, 1651, to December ISth, IS51, 
Ig91.045. Sales for past year $112,202,88. Manufactured from April 4th, '67, 
to Deoember lOth, 185T, 1,721,100 Lath ; sawed Shingles, 1,019,500 ; shaved 
Shingles, 695,000 ; Pickets sawed, 25,400. Machinery, one Maley, one Rotary, 
one Lathing, and one Slab Saw ; Shingle Machine ; Norcrosa' Patent Planing 
Mill, for dressing Flooring; one Siding Saw, and Farwis' Patent Planing Mill 
for two inch lumber. 

Cotes Jc Daviks, Lumber Dealers and Manufacturers of Sash, Doors, Blinds, 
and dressed Lumber. — Comer Harrison and Fourth streets. — Established 1861, 
Capital $75,000, Thirty hands, at £1,50 per day. Value of product for 1857, 
$61,713.28. Sale of lumber, same year, $1X2.286.25. Engine twenty-livo 
horse power. 

N. Kendall & Co., Saw Mill and Lath Maohine, — Corner Front and Warren 
streets. — ^Engine thirty horse power. Capital $50,000. Eaw material used 
per year, $40,000. Value of manufactures $70,000. Labor $11,000. Thirty- 
five bauds. 

Rbswick & Son, Saw Mill, with Lath, Shingle, and Stave Machines attached, 
— On River above Railroad Bridge. — Engine forty horse power. Capital 
$50,000. Eaw material, per year, $25,000, Thirty hands, at $1.25, per day. 
Manufacture per year 3,000,0oo feet Lumber, 2,000,000 Lath, 2,000,000 Shin- 
gles, 1,000,000 barrel staves, 1,000,000 barrel heada. Machinery, nine Saws, 
one Heading Machine, one Jointing Machine, one Stave Machine, one Shingle 
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Machine. Establiahed 1851. nae no fnel but saw dust. Valno of product 
per year $60,000. 

SsMUKL Stanchpieid, Saw and Plaining Mill, Lath and Shingle Factory.— 
Mtdn street, East Dave up ort.— Capital §20.000. Sawed last year 2,600,000 
feet, valued $20,000. lias a Planing Mill attached. 

S. FotLEE's Lumber Yard.— Corner Iowa and Fourth sla.— Capita! flO.OOO, 
Aggregate sales of sawed Lumber, per year, |25.0OO. EstablisSed 1B66. 

MARBLE WORKS, 

John Davis. — Perry street, north of Seconii. 

B. Wathas.— Main street, near Second. 

W. H. Guthrie. — Main street, hetweeo Front and Second. — Makes Mantles, 
Cemetrj Work, such as Monuments, Grate Stones, Cenotapbes, Spices, Tablets, 
Ac., in the best style of the art. Mr. Guthrie's work has deservedly given him 
a wide reputation throughout the West. Employs sis men 

MILLINERY AND DRESS MAKING. 

Mb3. Jones. — Cornei' Second and Brady. 

Wellan k Baker.— Coiner Dradj and Second, over Crampton's Store. 

Mr. Tyler.— No. 6, Forrest Block. 

A. A. Cham PT ON .—Corner Brady and Second streeta. 

E. A. MooBE. — No. 19 Second Street. 

Mas. E. Rbswicc— No. 90 Brady street. 

NUSERIES. 
H. S. FlSLBT,— On Second street, west end of the city.— Mr. Fioley com- 
menced this business in 1S39, and after Herculean efforts has aocceeded in 
establishing one of the finest and largest nurseries in the West. 

PIANO FORTES. 

JoHB ZiMMERsiAK.- Sisth Street, between Iowa and LeClaire streets.- First 
class establishment, and only one in city. Just completed a Bplendid instru- 
ment for A. LeClaire, at a cost of $1,000. 

PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS. 

LnsE, Lane & Co.— No. 65 Perry street,- The only Book Publishing House 
in the State. Capital $30,000. Business for last year, fgS.OOO. Employ 
20 to 25 hands ; viz.: in Bindery twelve. Composing Room Eve, Press Room three, 
Store three. The sine of this Establishment, and its enterprise in Laving pio- 
neered bo ok -publishing in Iowa, deserves a particular notice. They own and 
occupy a huilding, tbree stories, twenty feet front by cinety-sil deep. Their 
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B furnished with a Chrocometer Engine of two horse power one 
Medium Hoe Press, one Adams Press, one Adams Card Press, and two Hsnd 
Presses. The Composing Room contains 412 fonnls of Tjpe, 260 of which 
are placed in a Kevolving Eaeli, a moat ingenious and room-sflving invention 
by Mr. Chesteu Barnby, the Foreman of the Printing Office. The Binder? 
has two Standing Presses, (made bj S. O. Shorey, of Davenport,) two Hikocli'B 
Ruling Machinea, one Paging Maebine, seven Hand Presses, and one Stabbing 
Machine.— They haye published during the past year the Debates of the Con- 
Btitutiooal Convention, in two large sized oct. volumes of 6O0 pages each, and 
also the Iowa Form Book ; beaidee a multitude of Blank Books for nearly every 
Connty in the State, and for many of adjacent Stales. Tbey have ample fa- 
cilities for doing every kind of work as well and cheap as it can be done East. 
A largo Store Room ia on tie lower floor, amply snpplied with Stationery' 
Law Blanks, and in short everything pertaining to the business. Established 

Sahdkbs & Bso., Gazetti Offite. See article on "Press." 
JoHB Johns, Jk., 4 Co., Ntii-s Office. 8eo article on "Press." 
RiCHARcsoK i West, Demca-al Office. See article on " Press." 
LisoHBa & Co., Der Demokrat. See article on. "Press." 

SIGN PAINTING. 

E. S. MooKE.— Third street near Ripley. 

Rnrns Wright.— Post Office Building, up stairs.— Mr. Wright has done much 
to confer honor upon himself opart from eicellenoe in his Sign Painting, Ha 
is a fine artist, and has esecuted some Portraits and Landscapes of high ei- 
oellence. Among his best works are a magnificent view of Davenport, (now 
being lithographed,} the "Banished Lord," "Best at Eve," and the "Lost 
Children." Mr. Wright is still a young man, and possesses a most promising 

A. D. Jewbll, House, Sign, and Ornamental Painter.— Third street, one 
door east of Brady. 

C. D. GiiuE.— Third street, near Brady. 
Cook & Hopkiss.— Main street, back of LeClaire House. 
WiLLAHD, dealer in Sash, Doors and Blinds, and Sign and House Painter.- 
Corner Second and Harrison streets. 

S GAP AND CANDLES. 

B. Abnot k Si'EHE.- Foot of Ainsworth stieet. 

H. Ruaaa.— On Second, near Ainsworth street.— $8,000 per annum. 
Thomas Winkless.— On River, foot of Bridge Avenue. 
JoHs C. MiTTHEs.- On River, below City Cemetry.— $25,000 per annum. 
Employs five men. 
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SODA WATER. 

JoHs F. MiLLER._Seooiid street, near Oaineg.— Macnfactures 300 bottlea 
per day. 

TAILORING AND CLOTHING. 

H. H. Paekk & Co.— Uetropolitan Block. 

J. S. Drake k Co., dealera in Clothing and Gents' Furnishing Goods 

32 West Second street. 

T. S. OiLBEKT, Draper nnd Tailor.— 6 Franklin Block. 

R. KaicrsE k Co.^McManus' Bloofc, Second street. — Employs slk men. 

N. Hcsss.— 118 Second street. 

F. ScHNABEi. — Harrison street. 

P. L. Cone. — Employs nine men. 

La TIMER.— Corner Brady and Third streets. 

Mk3. SroDDAKr. — 32 Perry stcoet. 

TANNERS. 

H. Winch.— On Rockingham Road.— $10,000 per year. 
Only one in town. 

TIN SHOPS. 

Smith & Rehinotok.— B9 Second street.— Capital fS.OOO. Raw Material 
per year $10,000. This firm has done an increasing business for the year past, 
nearly doabling, notwithstanding lie hardness of the times. 

QRAHiM & Easlt.— 22 Front street— Manufacture $6,000 worth per annum. 

Bedknke 4 Cassel,— 67 Harrison street,- Manufactarers of Smoie Stacks, 
Mili and Engine Machinery, and general Tin Jobbery. 

WiOKEBSHAM k WiiLiAMS.- 4 BurTows' Block.— Capital $6,000. Product 
per year $12,000. 

UNDERTAKER. 

I. Hall.— Brady street, near Third,— Only one in town, and eminently fitted 
for the position. 

UPHOLSTEBY. 

JoEH Betts. — Second street, between Rock Island and Third. 
L. Waepfnee. — Second street. 
J. Ledermeier. — Third street. 

VINEGAR MAKERS. 
AsToiNB Itkn,— Comer Front and Brown etreets.- 1000 barrels per annum. 
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WATCHES AND JEWEIBT. 
A. C. Billon i Co.— 8 LeCIiire Row. 
W. R. LisDSEY.— Brady street.— Eo graver, Repairer, &a. 
J. GEEyaMUEHL. — Second street, near Harris on. 

Wallace & Ikqalls, dealers in Musical Iiistrumonls, Watches, &c.— 24 
Seoond street. 
Wu. EFFEY.—Second street, near Riplej. 
H. Lanqm ACS.— Second street, between Main and Harrison. 
R. i J. Neiboh. — 60 Brady street. 

Appropriate to the present article is the Report of the Board of Trade, 
made at the close of 1851, which sums up the various matters of business, 
expressed in detail by the foregoing. 

REPORT OP THE DAVENPORT BOARD OP TRADE, FOR. 183]-. 

The footings in some of the principal branches of trade for the year ending 
December 31st, 1857, show an aggregate for the business in the same of 
$14,485,812.24. Of this amount $8,539,744.28 has been Banting and Es- 
change; $3,628,602.67 sales of Merchandise ; $1,158,000.00 sales of Grain 
and Provisions; $353,000.00 salesofOonsignmeDtsandPorwarding; $751,030.00 
Manufacturing not eatimated in sales ; $450,029.00 Freight and Cartage ; 
$555,406.39 Lumber, Doors, Sash, &c. 

The Banlting department showa an aggregate of $6,616,787.34 for Excliange, 
and $1,923,006.94 for Discounts, 

The sales of Merchandise, together with the stock on hand, show as follows : 
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Owing to the monetary difficullies, which came down upon us eo suddenly 
in October, there has been a falling off in all branches of trade. In no de- 
partment bare the figures been so affected as in the Banking. During sisty 
en procnrable at any price, or 



of the last ninety days, Exchange haa not b 
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under any circumstances, esoept in very small -urns Notwilli standing this, 
our local business has Buffered far less dimmutiua than was at first appre- 
hended. 

With an enconraging actiyifj in their afli rs and operations, our merchants 
hare slowly, but steadily, met their Iiab 1 tiea al home and abroad, with a 
manifestation of promptness that, under the ciroum stances, has received the 
hearty approbation of their correspondents, and preserred intact the high 
standing they iiare previously mainlaioed, ' 

Careful inquiries have developed the fact beyond dispute that, during the 
last few months, we have had important accessions to our trade, from various 
sections of the country hitherto tributary to other points. It is presuming 
very little to say, that the acquaintances thus formed, cannot but result mu- 
tually advantageous. Whether the Erst Introduction was the resalt of purely 
superior inducements in stock and prices, which our merchants are ever ready 
to offer, or more directly the effect of the local currency, that has been ao ex- 
clusively the agent of our transactions. Is not left for decision here, and indeed 
it la no matter, having gained so much of a point, it only remaina to re- 

The high price of eichange has operated more manifestly upon the stocks of 
grocers, in the articles of coffee, sugar, and molasses, and has maintained the 
price of theae articles, at quotations much above the ordinary margin between 
this and Eastern and Southern markets. The indications being favorable for 
a speedy equalization of funds, we may reasonably hope for an improvement 
in these articles, and a correvponding increase of sales uf the same 

The estimates of Grain and Provisions eihihit as followo 

Barrgls Flour 17=800 S79O0O 

Of the wheat received during the (Ompnsed period, there was manufactured 
into flour eight hundred and seventy nine thousand bushels 
The number of Hogs packed at this point was thirteen 'housand 
The esUmated value for the same, alter allowing for (he wheat etc manu- 
factured, IS $1 158,000 

The Commi^siOQ and Forwarding Business, with an aggregate of |3CS,000, 
shows an advance ot freight and iharges of SlfiO 000 

The following list of different branches of manufacture show for 
Agncultoral ImplornQntd, « jtiHtn 

Boota and Shosa, li lioo 

Book Blading Printing etc. llBu<Mi 
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the ooantry been more abundant than the 
ailing off in price, aa compared with the 
illen far short of the amount due. During 
es ranged at a point thai offered great ia- 
«-v,„^.uL^ ..u lijip ij.uuui^ei, Buu mrgo quantities of seed were planted. 

The exuberant crop, with a falling off in demand, followed by the financial 
troubles, created such a sudden and heavy diminvition of price, as to induce 
growers of grains to sell no more than they were compelled to da. 

The opening year, however, offering no assurance of an improTement, there 
has been an increased disposition to sell, and consequently a marked improve- 
There are few points in the West where the manufacture of flour is more 
largely engaged in. 

The value of this department alone approximates one million dollars, while 
the brands of the different mills enjoy an enviable reputation in foreign 

The crop of barley promised a great abundance, bat the result of heavy 
rains at the period of early harvest waa a bitter disappointment and laaa to 
the farmers, and a greatly deteriorated quality of grain. Much of the gather- 
ing has been grown or dampened, so that the prices have ranged from the low 
quotation of twenty cents per bushel to fifty cents per bushel. 

In common with Other secdons of the country, there has been an eitensive 
disease among Neoshannock potatoes. Pinkeyes appearing the most healthy, 
have been moat sought after. Large quantities have been exported, hut stim- 
ulated by the excessive prices of last spring, the crop was heavy. There 
are many held in the country, in the hopes of advanced prices npon the re- 
sumption of navigation in the spring. 

An Important and distinctive feature in our list of productions, is the cul- 
ture of onions. The annual crop is largely in excess of any other point in the 
West, and indeed enters creditably into competition with the great district of 
Wethersfield, so long famous for onions. In no soil is the crop grown more 
easily, profitably, or satisfectorily. The average price for the year has been 
fifty cents per bushel, with a total receipt of twenty-five thousand bushels. 
The shipmenta have been liberal with a fair stock on hand. 

The Hog crop at this point has never assumed the importance that has 
characterized the same at other places of some less size. Operatious have 
been cctfifined to a few dealers, so that competition has never been sutEcient 
to raise prices, or invite a supply exceeding the demand. There is no State 
better adapted for the raising of stock and culture of the necessary food than 
our own. Fertile, well watered, with almost limitless eitent of natural pas- 
tures, and a soil responding generously to the rudest advances of cultivation, 
but a few years will elapse before we will assume that importance in this par- 
ticular we are eminently qualified to maintain; it is but little to anticipate 
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enperiority of our position and advfmtages will largely identify us 
h a result and make this city an eiteneiye depot of provisions, 
mmission and Forwarding Business, whioli this year shows an aggre- 
ver one-tLird of a million, is rapidly increasing in importance. Aa 
saippi and Missouri Railroad is extended, so will our products in- 
ud the same, whether seeking an Eastern or Southern market, must, 
hipmeat here, give employment to a large amount of labor and 



id growth aod importance of a city is admitted by all political eooo- 
m be baaed upon the manufacturing interest contained therein — and 

are deficient in none of the elements necessary for fie growth and 
f a great mart, it is mostly upon our unequalled facilities for manu- 
hat our anticipations of the future are based. 

d as we are by nature in oar location, with every advantage for the 
nt association of the different agencies required in the transformation 
aterial into the necessaries of society, it requires only the most 
servation to discern our future importance ; scarcely one stranger 
thout being impreasod with this great fact, while to those who give 
m ntion to the subject, favorable results geometrically increase. 

y we have attained importance ; already we have arrested and given 
m ment to capital seeking profitable investments. The success tliat has 
efforts already begun, connected with the facility of furnishing the 
rial — be it Lead from our own borders. Copper from Superior, Iron 
M ouci. Lumber from Wisconsin or Michigan, Hard Wood from Indiana, 
Cotton from Southern States, all of which can be brought to our door without 
reshipment, added to Coal for fuel from meadows and fields whereon we raise 
abundant supplies of food for the thousands whose labor is transforming the 
crude materials we gather — cannot fail to favorably attract the attention of 
the capitalist and citizen, and induce to a citizenship among us, a portion of 
the best talent and energy of the country. Already are we conceded the 
superiority of manufacturing facilities, and already is a wide area of territory 
dependent upon us (or those supplies we can more economically produce than 
import. Every mile of Railroad that is completed to the West, as well as 
every acre of raw prairie that is broken for cultivation, increases our manu- 
facturing importance ; in no age has the march of emigration been more 
rapid and continual, and in no case has a larger percentage of population 
accumulated than in our own State ; legitimate causes produce legitimate re- 
sults. No city has lial a more rapid, vigorous, and continued improvement 
than our own, and no improvement has been founded upon a more permanent 
basis, viz: — manufactures. 

There is scarcely a branch of this class of industry that might not be en- 
tered into successfully. Mills, machine shops, etc., are already established, 

35 
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yet thf^B can be duplicated and the supply not e\r' pd he demand. Cotton 
and woolen mill-, pnper niBnufacliirers, 'oundries. Ebops fur agiitul'ural im- 
plements, and all the varioHS kinds of handicrRfl will meet a welcome and 
a 9H]iport upon the occssion of their sdvent. 

Here the eipense of liiiug is moderale, anil the prireof real estate governed 
bj its value for acluHl use; for the proprietor, unequalitd titea of reEideii«e 
present themselves, while the mechanic and laborer can finil abundaal pliites 
for a home, at terms to suit the most limited means; for Ibe purposes of 
husiuesa tio city hug a site superior, while few can rqunl our own. 

The estimate for Lumber, shows the folluwing .1 ^gr^g ' tes : 

22.21^,316 






Of llip receipts fourteen oiitlion seven hundred and seventy-five thoosBnd 
two hundred and sixteen feet have been by river, and aeveu milliun four 
hundred and thirty-eight thou^-and feet by railroad. 

The amount of freight and charges paid here for the jear have hefn 
$490,020 00. Of this the Bmoiint of railrriiid charges was $401,470 CO. Aud 
the amount of river charges was $48,659.(!0. 

The BgjrregBte exports and imports for the game time have been, as nearly 
as can be ascertained, ninety-three thousand six hundred and eighty three 
tons. Of this amount forty thoustind Sve hundred and (rigbiy-four tona arc 
eiporta, and fifty-three thousand nnd ninetj-nine tons imparls. Of ihe ex- 
ports thirty-four thousand one hundred and fifty-seven tons were by railroad, 

aod seventy tons by rivev. Total river tonnage, twelve thousand fi.ur huuttred 
and ninety seven. Total railroad tonnage, eigbty-oue thousand one hundred 
and eight j-sii. 

The whole number of steamboat arrivals and departures have been one 
thousand fire hundred and eighty seven. Of this number nine hundred nnd 
siity have been boats running to this point eiclusivcly, and sii hundred and 
twentj-Beven transient busts. 

The number of bonis (hut have passed the railroad bridEB is one thousand 
and sixty-seven ; and the number of rafts six hundred. The number of col- 
lisions of boats nith the bridge has been twenty five ; of which eight sustained 
injury, and seventeen sustained no injury. The number nf rafts colliding ivjth 
the bridge has been thirty ; of which about iwo-lhirds sustained injury, and 
one-third no injury. In no case was Ibe injury sustuiued serious, with the 
exception of a few rafts. 

The river opened on Thursday. February 2G1h, the ice moving Blightly. It 
again became gorged on the 28th, and remained stationary until March 2oih, 
when it again broke loose, and permitted boats to reach the landing The 
first boat of the season was ihe Fire Canoe, and half an hour later Ihe Cone- 
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wago. TLe Grat boat lliat passed the h ridge was ihe Conewago, bouod up; 
Knii Ihe last boat Ihe Cremooiii on ibe 25lh of December, buunU donn. On 
the mh of Miircb the terrj' rommeuted regulnr trips fur the season. 
Up lo the time ol otoaiag thia report, the rlrer ha,3 not frozen OTer at IbU 

The first raft passed down (he 13th of Mitrcb, and the last one the ISth of 

or the ra.fts passing doirn the bridge more tlian oae-half were manufSiCt- 

It is a miitter of interest to note the comparati'e magnitude of the river 
an^ railroad busiuesa of the titj, and the stiitements assume greater iutereat, 
in coBOECtinn wiiii ibe strong influence lliat bas I 
of (his iiupurUnt conaectioa between greu.t EjiS 
thoroughfarea. 

St. Louis, with a greatly prep''nderiiting rirer orcr railroad business, attri- 
butes to thia bridge, the greatest iiijurj her business has received. The ad- 

favornble and proli'able Hooiimmodation than b fnre ; an interest that is daily 
increasing a id if nut at prrafot, soon will become of greater importance than 
the inconvenienceg presenret to any opjn alng interest, [n this view, and aside 
from BUT koal benefit! thit m-iy acciiie, it would seem to any but the most 
selS'h prejnlice, a retrogreasit e policy Lli<.t would disturb so great a general 
good 
There has been received here during t''B year by railroad: 

IXml wa%, l^"V 

Hark bills 3 OaG 

B.rrBl1"fVl nr 4+10 

Of the aboiB the enure e>iinwl«3 lor Lumbir, fahingles Railroad Iron, Coul, 
and Corn wi,re received by the Chicago and Rock Island Railroad And the 
entire amount of Wheat P >rl>, Hour, and Wool, waa received bj the Missis- 
sippi and Missouri Railroad. The leinaiiider was reeeiTed as follows: By 
Cliitrago and Rock Island Kiiilroad, O^ts :£»,380 bushels. Barley 2 316 buehela. 
By Mississippi and Missouri Railroad, Oats 4,463 bushels, Barley !i,S72 bushels. 
Ill addition to this there has been passed over the Mississippi and Missouri 
Railroad : 

BnrtBlj of ¥loiir 29.302 

Bllihels uf .'OIHIu™ 2,'M8 

Bush 1< of Omn JSJO 
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Tbe total number of pounda passed oTer this road, for the year, has been 
ono hundred and thirty million sii hucdred and ninetj-fiTe thoasstid fiva 
hundred and eistj-ais pounds. 

While the receipts by river have been large and interesdng, no reliable 
records of the different articles esist opon which tables can be founiipd. The 
amimot of Lumber received in feet baa been fourteen million seven hundred 
and seventj-five thousand two hundred and Biiteen. 

The following is a list of a portion of the esports by river and railroad : 



n add tioE to the above there has been shippel from this port as follows : 
laehels On 



Bnehels Com Meal 

Tone "Lip Slnir 
Earrela lavd 



Packngee Uurc 



Facbauts HardwaTi 

Pack igea Agrlcultn 
Bund sSwOi 



Smk-teedB, 



I P CJ-ITES 
Secrela y of Board of Trade. 
DiTiNPOET, Iowa, January 1st, 1858, 
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CHAPTEE XXYIII. 



EC O TE31.8. 



BUKTIS HOUSE, 
located oo corner of Iowa and Fiftt Etreets.~Dr. J. J. Bobtis, Proprietor. 
This house is by far the best Hotel in tlie West, and in deed oontra-liotioa 
ia o-allenged, when it is asserted, that the "Burtis House" for eleganoe, ac- 
commodation, beauty of structure, and in all its details, is inferior to no House 
in the United States. For this last reason a particular description will not be 
deemed amies, and will furthermore fully evidence the assertion of its superi- 
ority. 

The "Barti3 House" is a simple Dining Room, BurTOunded on three sides 
by Parlors, Halls, Bedrooms, Closets, 4o., riaiag to the height of five stones, 
including basement. The whole structure is 118 feet on Fifth street, and 109 
feet on Iowa street. The Dining Room is 39 bj 81 feet, supported by iron 
columns, and magnificently frescoed by Messrs. Patterson & Hildebraiid, 

In the Basement there ia the Engine Room, containing an engine of thirty- 
five horse power, which, in connection with one of Worthington's pumps, 
forces the water to a tant in the fifth story, from which in hot and cold jets 
it is distributed to every Hall in the house. The boiler in this room was 
made by Walworth, Hubburd k Co., of Chicago. The boiler, steam and 
gas fitting, and plumbing, was made by Mr. Uerwin of this city. There are 
also upon this floor a Laundry Room, veined by steam pipes ; a Restaurant, 
Billiard Room, Bar Room, Smoking Room, Barber Shop, Bath Room, and three 
Store Rooms, together with a multiplicity of smaller rooms, closeta, &c.. un- 

Oq the first floor is found the Eotunda, a marble-floored, lofty, and roomy 
arrangement, with trumpets, bells, &e., beautifully frescoed, together with three 
imposing stair cases, leading respectively to the Ladies, Gents, and other 
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roomg at-ove. It cotnmunica.lra bj wide Halls witli the Lndiea and Genta' 
Parlora on this flour, with eilernal entpances, snd wiili Ihe Btairwiija ahove 
alludcij to. Upon this flqor are alsj the Diniug Room (bj far the moat splen- 
did specimen of architectural beauty in tbe Weal,) Rsuding Room, Ladies Par- 
lors witb folding doors, Wash aud Pri«ate rooms, tbe latter projected in all 
particulars similar to those of St. Nicholas Hotel, New York Cily. 

Passing from (bis floor to the second, bj wither of the benulifully constructed 
staircases, one is compelled to admire the work of Mr. Wnlker, one of ihe beat 
Stairway Buililera in tbe West. On tbe second floor are Parlora, milh bed- 
rooms attached. Linen closets, suils of bed-rooms and parlors uttacbed for 
the use of several families. The servants rooms are detached from other 
parts of the hou^e, and like eve>y other room in the bouse, are well nurmed 
and rentilaled. Each room is warmed by steam, and (oukiiig is done by the 
same means. Every room is lofty, and from moat of ihem magQiliceut views 
of Bluff or River scenery are obtainable. The Dining Room, uccui>yiiig as it 
does the centre of the bouse, is ligbted from fiout, rear and i-kj light. Its 
being located in the precise spot it is, makes it a rast iroprovi ment over every- 
thing else of the kind. Tbe Rotunda is in all respects a fine specimen of de- 
sign anii Huisb, and succossftlliy challenges compurisou. 

There are 160 sleeping rooms in the bonao ; basement IS rooms ; flrst floor 
36, exclusive of the Eutuuda; snd the remainder of the ruoma are Qiciriliuied 
on (he floors above. The House itself is on tbe Railroad, and but a ftw steps-- 
fri.m tbe Di^pot, thus saving to travelers the expense of Uuinibus bill. 

!n concluding the notice of ihe "Burtis Honse," it is but justice to the 
excellence of ihe parties to state, that tbe bead builder is Mr. Wm. Puole; 
the plasterers Messrs, Rambo 4 Crimp; J. H. Morton, Painter; John Hillar, 
Sirme Jlason ; McManns & Wilkinson, Brick Masons; the marble fiuoritig by 
Ed. Watban ; and the iron Casting" by Jnmme, Donnelly i Lea. The whole 
supers I rucl lire was designed by Dr. Burtis, assisted in [.art by Messrs. Under- 
wood & Cochrane, and "last, but not least," by Mr. Carrull. 

In regard toDit. Boetis but little need be said— as former Lessee of " LeClaire 
House," and of tbe house in Lexington, Mo., he gained a reputation for man- 
Bgement in the Hotel business, which no eulogy can heighten. There is but 
a small share of weatprn travel for a few years back, thai has not been in- 
debted to Dr. Burtis for those gentlemanly and hospitable altentiona that lend 
so much to lessen tbe discumfurts of travel, and to ameliurate the hardships 
of absente from home. 

The Furniture, which is of the very best quality, was furnished in Kew 
Turk. Mallrasaes, Linen, Bedding, Carpels, &c., of A. T. Siewart ; Tabic 
Furniture from Haugbout & Cu., 483 Broadway, New York; and iho other 
articlas from various other estabbshments. 

Tbe whole bouae is lighted by Qas, and in CTery respect superior to any 
olber in the United Stales. 
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To omit Sliding thnt Dr. Buftis popspseo! as Mb assistant Frank Kondrick, 
wniilrj be to leave unssid one of Ibo mnet valuable fsola in rpgard to the 
"Burii' House." To all wbo know bim, nothing n«ed be eaid, id regard to his 
qua lis cations — to others it need merelj be said, that he is — u geuilema,Q. 

lbclaire house. 

This trouse is po -well known to the traveling community, that anj notiae of 
it is almost fupeifluous. It was built in ISafl, at a cost of $35,000, by Anloine 
LtClaire, and was at the time a marvel of beaufj and magnitude; and was 
not excelled Hnjwhere in the Mississippi Vallej. It was for a time Davenport 
proper, — inasmuch its it was the ralljing point for all residents of the oitj, and 
during the Summer was a rescirt for ^i^irorB from St. Louis and other southern 

weather and yellow fever. 

It was first lakeo by Mr. Hulse, then Chapman, iieit Miller, then Dr. Burtis, 
(the present prnpriewr of (be late finished Burtis House,) and is now kept 
by .Messrs. Batteman, Swita & Schuyler. 

The arrivala for the past year have averaged thirty-five per day, and the 
average of regular boarders haa been about seveatj, 

WORDES HOUSE. 
On Third Street, between Kock Island anil Perry streets. 
This House, now B very popular one, haa undergone some remarkable trans- 
formations. It was originallj a Nunnery, then a dwelling, a third rate hotel, 
and finnilj under the enterprit-ing management of its pre.sent propriefor A. H. 
CoLB. Es«„ it has assumed ihe proportions, eomfortiJ, and appurlenanies of a 
firat-claas House. Number of boarders forty-five. Numoer of rooms aiity. 

NEW PEXNSYLVANIA HOUSE. 
C. Dates, Propn'etor. 
This House on the corner of I.iwa and Fourth streets, has lately been largely 
increased in size. It is built of stone and its dimensions are siity-four feet 
front,one hundred and ihirty feet deep and five stories in height, and contains 
one hundred and two rooms. Number of boarders one hundred and twenty. 
It has one of the best wells attached to it in the oily, being out through solid 
rock to Ihe depth of ISO feet, at a coal of $1,000. The gentlemanly proprie- 
tor, Mr. Davis, is ft veienin in ihe business, and hag long been identified i-iih 
the bu-iness of Hotel Keeping in Davenport. He is one of the oldent settlers, 
and deservedly enjnya a large amount of publiu paironage. Attached to the 
basement is a Billiard and Refreshment Saloon. 

FARMIilllS' HOTEL. 
William Anderson, Proprietor.— 76 Second etroet. 
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DENTON U0U8E. 

Corner Tiiird and Iowa atreetE. — Beni. Dentos, Proprietor. 

Siie fifty-Beveii by Eixty-four, Forty rooms, and aocommodation for one 

hundred boarders. This popular bouse is kept on Temperance principles, — 

has a barber-ahop attacbed. Mb. Dkbiok is from Poughkeepsie, N, Y., and is 

deservedly liked by his many friende. 

IOWA MOUSE. 
E. L. LiNDLEY, Proprietor.— 68 Second street. 

MECHANICS' HOTEL. 
WiLLinu Egbekt, Proprietor.— Rock Isiand, between Flftb and Sixth streets. 

KEYSTONE HOUSE. 

J. K. Shodes, Proprietor On Harrison street, between Front and Second. 

Sixteen rooms. Boarders average forty. 

CHICAGO HOUSE. 
F. Steinee, Proprietor. — Corner Main and Front streeta. 
Sixteen rooma. Can accommodate thirty boarders. 

OLD PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE. 
Second street, between Main and Harrison.— W. Davis, Proprietor. 
Sixteen rooms. Can accommodate twenty-five boarders. 

MERE ITT HOUSE. 
Jab. Meeeitt, Proprietor. — Main street between Second and Third. 
Twelve rooms. Average fifteen boarders. 

HOTEL HAISCH. 
F. Haiech, Proprietor. — Front street, between Harrison and Main. 
Siiteen rooma. Average thirty boarders. 

UNION HOUSE. 
Job. LcDBEScnBR, Proprietor.- On Front street, between Main and Brady. 
Eighteen rooms. Average thirty boarders. 

STEFFEN'S BOARDING HOUSE. 
Corner Second street and Washington Square. 
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SCOTT HOCSE. 

Corner Harrison and Froat alreets. — J. J. HnMPHBEY, Proprietor. 

S!»e 50 by lOt feet, four stories high, one hundred rooms. Average sixty 
baariiera. Tliia !iaas9 h^'< one of tbe R neat locations in tlie citj. Ii fronts tbe 
Biver and comru-L idd a vietr of Kock lalitud Citj, the Island, Fort Armstrong, 
Uissisaippi Bridge, and a long stretch of beautiful acener; up and duwn tbe 
River. It is the nearest point to the Steamboat Landing, and possesaea in its 
elegint strncture, fine view, eioeilent accommodation, and worthy landlord, 
high claims to the patronage of the puhlic. Board $1.50 per day fortransient, 
and f fi.OO to $8,00 per neek for permanent boarders. 
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FIRST PRESIiYTERIAN CHURCH. 

Eplfllilislie'l in the Spring of 1838: P,i;tor, Jampa D. Mnson; Members, one 
huBdreil mid ninety; Church. Cnrij-five bj fpvpiii.j leei, with ba^puicnt; Sun- 
da.j Scliool, about one hDndred pupils; VuIuidcb ia Library, eigbt b..ndred 
and fori J-- one. 

DAVENTORT CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 

Thi- Cburcli was organizeil on the 30th day of July, 183!), by Key. Albert 
Hii'e, now pastor of n Preahyterian Chureli in Sprinpfirld, llli< ois, »nti tbcn 
Agent of the " Ameriowi Home Miz'sinnary Society." Two Congreeiilinnal 
Churcbes then exieied in ibe Tertitory nf 1>vih, ihnge of I>i'nni»ik and Dnn- 
ville. The xume year a Cougregutii.nal Church ons formed in Fairlipld, and 
the next year one at Farmington. Theae are Ihu fire oldest Congregnliucnl 
Cbtirtbea in tbe State. The original members i>f this Gliuruh were tiFelve in 
number. All bnmglit letters from otiier Cbun hea— two frum the First Con- 
gr^tnlional CIinrt-L in Q<ii[icy, lltinois ; Ihiee from the First Cungregiitional 
Church ill BiHUleboro,' Vermont ; fi.ur from llie First Presbyterian Cliureb in 
Galcshurg. [Ilinois, and tbrae from the First Prethyterian Ohuroh in Daven- 
port. Missionary pxplorera had reported a tawu here of "five hundred" 
people, and that '' Slephenion." \a lllitii.is. had "sis hundred." Those who 
united in the new Church orgnniiati'in were, at the time, sustaininp; a Sabbath 
School and A Prayer Meeting. " Pei"Ci)ilES, By Lmws, Articles of Fmlh. and 
a Gi>venant," were adopted, (Mr. llnle in the ChHii.) nud two deaeona elected. 
In all these Ibinjrs the pattern of the Orthodox Puritan Churches of New Eng- 
land was followeJ. At lir-t. eermona were read by one of the deacons, on 
tbe Sabbath, in a room hired fur public worship. The first ordained miiiiBlec 
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who ppenehtd to thism wns Rct- J- P Stiiart, of Slepherson. Mr S. vhb oom- 
iDis'iionPti by ihe Aiiierkan Hinne MU-ioii«ry Society for " Stephenson anil 
vicinity" In August 1839, and preiic'iBil in D^yenpon, bb pari of that "vicin- 
ity," from July, 18411, to tlie Vginning of winter. In September, 1811, a call 
was es'en'lwl to the Res. Reuben G-iylnrii, since paslor at Danville, now at 
OniKlm Cily, H. T., whii-li was not aoccpte.i. The same monlh, Rev A. B. 
HiUhcock, from ibe Theological Depivtmenl of Yale College, was invited to 
minister to llie Church, «n<i comraiasioneil > y the American Home llissionary 
Society as a minsionsry for tills pluce. Tlie Church (hen nnmherp.l fifteen or 
eighteen members. Mr. Hitchcock remained till Septemher 1843, when he ac- 
cepted an invilatiiin to lake charge of a Church at Moline. Dnring his minis- 
try thirty two inembera w.re receifed. In 1844, Rev. Ephraim Adama, of 
Mount Pleasant, was inviteit tn minister to the Church, and commissioned in 
Ni)veniber of that year. Mr. Arlam^i was installed some time in the enmmer of 
1847 as pastor.— the first pastor. The Church waa aided by the American 
Home llisaionarj Society in sustaining its minister till November, 18^.'. Mr. 
Adama onntinued pastor till 18.i5. Daring his ministry one hundred and 
seventy-eight persona were added to the Church, forty-aeven of whom united 
at the oomtnunion in March 1855, the last preceding Mr. Adam's resignation. 
The present piiator commenced his labors in June, ISiirj, was called to the 
pastorship in November of that year, and installed January 2d, 1856. During 
bis ministry one hundred and ihirty-iwo persons have been received to the 
Choroh. It now numbers two hundi'ed and forty members. 

Gibers besides tho^^e mentioned above, have ministered to the Chnrcb for 
shorter periods of lime: among them Rbv. Oliver Emerson, Jr., for many 
years since pastor al Salmla, during ft number of months in ISil. 

The place of worship has been several times changed. The Chnrch was 
organizud in the small school building on the weat side of Main street, near 
Fourth, and opposite St. Anthony's, Catholic Cliureh. Afterward, Sabbath 
service was held al the foot ot Harrison street, on the Levee, ihen at the foot 
of Bfady, then on Harrison, near Fourth, and then in the Main Street School 
H.mse again. Tile present Church building, on Fifth street, was erected in 
1S14. It has been enlarged twice— in IS-W, and in 1855. Its originnl dimen- 
sions were twenlj-eiglit feet by thirty-eight ; present siie, forty by siilytwo 
feet. 

The Cburoh owns three cnnligitoua lots on the comer of Fiflb and Main 
Btreet— on ooe of which the.pUte of worship now stands— es'.endlng. In all, 
one hundred and ninety-lwo feet on Fiflb street, by one hundred and fifty f.-et 
on Main street. The corner lot on Main street was purchased in August. 185Bi 
with a view to the erection of a larger house of worship. The present edifice 
is altogether insufficient for the wants of the congregation. 

The regular Sabbath services are held in the mornng -ind evening; and 
the afternoon of the aabballi is devoted to the Sabbath School. The Monthly 
Conoen of Prayer for the conversion of the world U held on the first Monday 
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evening of each month, anil on other Moiidnj evenings a Ynung People's meet- 
ing. Prajer meetings (for ladies) on Wednesday aflernooD, and (for all) on 
Tbnradny evening. Social meetings to promote personal acquaintuDce ara 
occasionSillj- held. 

The present officers of the Charoh are as follows : 

Patlor, Rev. George F. Magonn ; Deamm, David Gower, P. B. Abbott, 
Cbarles S. Shelton ; Sunday School Supermlnndtnla, Charles S. Shellon, E. 
Alden ; Librarian, Jerome C. Lambrite ; Church Commiilee, John L. Davies, J. 
K. Shepherd, J. B. Sutton ; Cleri, J. Smith Connor ; Treasurer, H. L. Bullen. 

The Srvbba,th School numbers something over two hundred scholars ; library 
thre« hundred volumes; Church library one hundred and fifty-one volumes. 
There is a Young People's A?sooialion far doing goad, of forty members. The 
lienevoler.t contribntions of the Church last year were three ihouaand six 
hundred and Ihirty-two dollars. 

PKOTESTANT EPISCOPAL. 

The orgnniialion of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Iowa 
was effected Bt Muscatine in August 18SS: but the election of a Bishop did 
not lake place until the firat of June, 1854. The Contentiou sat in Daven- 
port, in the basement-room of the First Presbyterian Church, Trinity not 
being ready for nsa. The Rt. Rtv. Dr. Kimper, Missionary Bishop of the 
North-west, presided. The balloting resulted in the election of the Rev. Henry 
W. Lee, D. D., then Rector of St.. LuWa Chnrch, Eocbester, N. Y. Tfaa 
Bishop-elect was consecrated in Rochester in October of the same year, and 
scon entered upon his new duties. Ilitving made his fiiat visitation to the 
Diocese, he selected Davenport hs his place of residence, it being, in hia judg 
meat, the most eligible and convenient point with reference to hia dntiea. 
The Diocese of Iowa includes the entire State ; and from thirteen parishes, 
and eight clergymen in 18.H, it has increased to thirty parishes and cneniy- 
five clergymen in January, 1858. Bishop Lee, at the present time, has also 
the Episcopal charge of the Territory of Nebraska ; this being, however, bat 
a temporary arrangement. 

TRINITY CHURCH. 

The first ond regular services of the Protestant Episcopal Church were 
commenced in Davenport on Thursday, the 141h day of October, 1841, by the 
Rev. Z. H. Goldsmith, who was appointed ns a Missionary to the Station by 
the Domestic Committee of the Board of Missions of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church—his time being divided^! intervals between Davenport and Rocking, 
ham, which latter place, at the time, promised to be of the taan importance 
A Parish was regularly organized at Dnvenport on Thursday, the 4th Of 
November, 1841, ^7 ti>e name and title of "Trinity Church Purish;" and a 



Hc..lcdbyG00<:^lc 



PAST AKD PRESENT. 



V*atry was elected, resulting in the following choice : Ira Cook, J. W. Parker, 
W, W. Dodge, Ebenezer Cook, H. S. Finlej. 

The regular meetings of Ibe Parish for public worship were held dnring a 
succession of jearg, and unlil November of 1853, in the Bmall frame building 
still standing on the west side of Main street, between Fourth and F fth 
Btreefs, occupjing the middle lot of thnt half block, irhen it was nhnndoned aa 
DO longer tenflntabie. Divine servicea were held duriug the same winter of 
1853, and until April of ISS-:, in the store room at the north-east corner of 
Rock Island and Second streets, and from April, until Ihe cotnplelion and oc- 
cupancj of the new edifice of Trinit; church, in Angnst of IS.^4, in tbe house 
. of the present Rector, Rev. A. Loaderback, known as the Emerson House, on 
Second street, between Rock Island and Perrj streets. 

The incumbency of the Rev. Z. H. Goldsmith continued until the spring of 
1849, when, in I lie following year, he was displaced from the ministrj, and 
continued to reside here until his death, which occurred in the summer of 
1SS3. Tbe resignation of Ihe Rev. Z. H. Goldsmith, which occurred on the first 
of April, 1819, was followed by the call and settlement of lie present Rector, 
Rev. Alfred Louderback, as Rector and Missionary, on the 5th of May follow- 
ing, making a vacancy of one month io the Pariuli — since which time he has 
oontinued in uninterrupted charge of the Church, When he assumed the 
charg" of the Parish and Station, at a salary of two hundred dollars per an- 
num, with a like sum from the Domestic Committee, he found tbe ParUh in 
debt some seven hundred dollnra — or twice the amount of what the church 
lot and building were then considered worth— with about cine communicants 
in all, ana an immense and increasing prejadioe ngainst the Cbnreh, and with ' 
but little prospect of its permanent and successful establi!<hment. Patient, 
oontinued, and persevering efibtts, however, amidst no ordinary disconrage- 
m nts, have met with success. For, frequently, after careful preparation for 
the duties of the pulpit, there would not be over ten or fifteen persons present 
to join iij the services, and listen to the sermon ; while, at 'he same time, the 
Parish was without a Surplice, or Communion set, a Melodeon, a Sunday School 
library, or any of those eiternal appliances and aids so necessary to give effect 
and interest to the public services, heoanse the poverty of Ibe congregation 
would not admit of procuring them. At tbe eipiration of the second year 
these necessary aids rere obtained, and also a complete set of plans from Mr. 
Prank Wills, of Now York city, who generously furnished them at a trifling 
cost. A subscription was, at the same time, started with a view to building 
the present edifice of Trinity Church, and on the 5lh of May, 1852, just tiree 
years from the time tbe present Rector assumed charge, tbe corner-stone was 
laid bj the Right Rev, Bishop Kemper, D. D., then iu Episcopal charge of 
Iowa, as jet unorganized into a Diocese. The walls rose to their proper height 
during that year, and remained bare the following winter, until the spring ol 
1853, when the roof was put on, and the building plastered and floored, and 
the wini!owa roughly closed up, in which condition it stood until the spring of 
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ieo4, n en it whs delermined to flni.-li it off. Conlrnots were nmlo nccord- 
ingly, and its oeoitpalion entored upon by the mngvegatiim oii Sundrtj, ili6 
20lh day of August, of Ihe same year, 185i. The origins! coal of the two 
lots in 1851, and now own^d hj the Psirisl), was five hmiJred d..llftn— ihe cost 
of the ediiicB about ten ttiousaud dollars— the orgjin, one of Erhen's build, of 
New York city, and Ibe generous gift of Gen. George B. S.ipgeuf, ae»en liiind- 
rtd dollars — in addition to which, the Pariah holds about eight or nine aerca 
of ground, being a part of the " Piae Hill Cenn-tery," as a burial ground fur 
their dend — beiop, in all, n property worth, at the Uiweit estlnitite, o«er twenty 
thousand dollars, and nil in ft perfectly anfe condition. lu conduciing Ihe 
Parish to this gr^tilying eta te of outward, lemporal prosperity, raoch credit and . 
praise are due to the nntiring interest, grn^-runity, and zeal of Mr. Ebeneier 
Cook, who has been the constant friend and liberal supporter of the Parish 
throughout its entire history, without mentioning w hat is due to the efforts of 
the Rettor. 

The whole nnmber of communicants, which have been connected wilh Ihe 
Pariah, at various times, is about one hundred and foriy. Number of bap- 
tisms — adults, twenty-two; infanta, one hundred and nineteen; making in 
alt one hundred and forty-one. Confirmations, thlrly-four; marriages, thirty- 
eight; bnrials, eightj-ono; present number of communicants about sii'yGie. 
Size of the Church at presant, aliout seventy-fivB feet long, by thirty-five feet 
broad, in the clear, exclusive of oliaHoel recess, with a view to enlareemonl, 
at a future day, by the addition of tranacepts, so oa to make a cruciform 
building, Capable of seating about three huodrpd persona at present ; when 
' enlarged, as plans call for, affording sittings for about one ihousnml persons. 
Parochial Library, for the reading of ths congregation, mostly imporlt-d 
English workP, of near four hundred volumes, the generous gift of Ebenezur 
Cook. Sunday ScLoul Library of abonl one hundred and for'j volumes. 
Sunday School Bcholara, about sixty; teachers, sii; Hector, tujierintendeut. 
" Parochial Associalion" raeet-i the first and third Tuesday evenings in every 
month, eicept during Lent, nt the houses of Parishoners, with a "iew to pro- 
moting acquaintance, and sociality among the memhera of the congn-galion, 
and eiciling a deeper interest in the welfare of the Pariah. Church chairs 
purchased, from the avsila of that association, at a coal of about one hundred 
and seventy-five dollars, being the contribution of one dime per mouth from 
members, wiih one dime, also, us entrance fee. 

On the 2d of April, 185C, canonical consent being asked for the organiintion ' 
of a new Parish by a few families formerly connected with Trinity Church, and 
others uniting, the requisite leave was granted, whio resulted in the eiialence 
of St. Luke's Parish, without any detriment to the old organiiaiion. 
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ST, LUKE'S CEIURCH. 

Esl«!)! ehed April 4lh, IS.'.iJ ; Pastor, Horntio N. Powers ; Niinilier of mpin- 
bi'va, fortj ; Size of Cliurfb one huiiilred flnd ifveU-e feet by forly-five, with 
biisement Ibuneen feet high, coDtuiniiig five rooms. Size of Suoda; Saboa], 
tbirty schuUra. 

METnODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

Established Jnno 1 at, 1842 ; Pastor, Goo. Diion Bowen; Membera, three 
buiiilreri and seventy five ; Church, fortj-four by Biity-eight feet, with base- 
tiipnt : Sundny Suliout. oae buQilred acil Bfteiity-GTB pupib ; VolumeB in 
Library, three hundred. 

At (he orgnnization of this Church, in Jnne, 1812, the society consisted of 
nboul twenty members, and were ponsesHeii of no Church property of any kind. 
Since which time, nnother-Church has been formed from it, to wit, " Wesley 
C!iiipel,"ttnd the old organized Church now numbers three hundred and 
seveHty-fiife members, with a, neat and oorafortabla Church, forty-four by aii^y- 
ei :ht feet, with end Ralery, and class rooms and lecture room below, the whole 
Church, above and below, lighted with gaa. 

There U also ft Parsonage building oa the same lot, twenty-four by forty- 
five feet, two stories with basemen^ and also on rear of same lot, a neat and 
comfortable house for the use of the Seston. 

The entire Church property is vested in Trustees, and is cbar of debt. 

WESLEY .CHAPEL. 

Established 1856; Pastor, D. C. Worts ; Members, sixty; Church, forty by 
silly feet; Sunday School, ninely pupils; Volumes in Library, two hundred 
and iiliy. 

Rev. J. P. Linderman organized the Society, and was its Erst pastor. 

FIRST ENQLISH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHDKCH. 

Established November 3Bth, 1855 ; Pastor, Jacob Stock ; Members, twenty, 
five ; Sunday Scliool, seventj-fivo scholars ; Volumes in Library, three hund- 



[intemplation, which 



FIRST ASSOCIATE liEFORMED PRESBYTERI.\N CHURCH. 

Thia Church is sitnated on the south-east corner of Scott and Eleventh 
streets, on a lot of grouud donaled by Jlr. James ili:IuloEh. U is a neat, plain 
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frame buiMlng, thirty-five by forty-Bee feet, acd calculated to Beat between 
three and four hundred peraoca. It v&b founded A, D. 18&6. 

Tbe congregation numbers about sixtj members, and is under the Fnstoral 
care of Rev. Samuel M. Hutchison. They have a Sabbnth School of thirty- 
one scholars, and six teachers, with a library of one hundred and eeveDty-fice 

It may be observed that this Church is in its infancy, and is (he only one of 
the kind in Uitvenport. It belongs to a large and inBuential brHn<'h of tha 
Presbyterian family, nhich originated in a union of Associate Presbyterians 
and Reformed Presbyterians, who came from Scotland and Ireland, as Mis- 
sionaries, prior to the revolution, and in the yenr ns2, they united together, 
and retaining their primitive names in one, bnve since been known hy the 
name of Associate Reformed Presbyterians. An effort has been made to unite 
this body with the Associate PresbyMrians — if this proves snceeasful, it may 
change tbe name of this Chnrch to United or Union Presbyterian. 

SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, N. S. 

Established May 4, 1857 ; Pastor, D. F. Packard ; Members, twenty-one; 
number of Congregation, one hundred ; Sunday School, twenty-fire pupils ; 
Volumes in Library, two hundred and fifty. 

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH. 

Established Oct. T, 1851 ; Pastor, I. Butterfield ; Members, three bnndred; 
size of Church, forty-four by eighty-sis feet; Sunday School, two hundred 
and twenty-five pupils; Teachers, twenty-three ; (Idission School, one hundred 
pnpil^ ; Teachers, ten ;) Volumes in Library, five hundred; Mission School, 
three hundred. 

This Church was organized Oct. 711,1851, with sixteen members. They bad 
no Pastor, or place of worship. 

Their first Pastor, Rev. E. Miles, commenced his labors tbe first of the fol- 
lowing June, and closed them June 1st, 18o1, leaving the Cbnrcb with one 
hundred and fifty members, and a well constructed bouse of worship, forty- 
four by eiglity-sii feel. 

Their present Pastor, Rev. I. Butterfield, commenced hia labors June 1st, 
1857, since which time the congregation has more than doubled. They bare 
also a Mission School of one hundred scholars, ten teachers, and a Library af 
three hundred volames. 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH. 

Established 1B39; Pastor, N. S. Bastion; Members, eighty; Church, forty- 
five by seventy-five feet—- brick, on stone foundation ; Eliz ibethan architeclure. 
Sunday School, seventy sobolars ; Volumes in Library, six hundred. 

Church erected in 1855 — comer Main and Sixth streets 
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KDNIGTJNDA CHURCH. 



Estnblighed 1856; PaBtor, Jean Baptiste Baumgartner; Membora, about 
three hundred and thirty-three ; Church between Fifth and Sixth atreete ; Suo- 
day School in the Church. No Library. 

ST. MAEGABET'S (ROMAN CATHOLIC) CHURCH. 



1 October 1856 ; Pastor, H. Cosgvove ; Members, ahoot one 
thousand ; Church, forty by eighty feet ; Sunday School, aiity children ; Vol- 
umes in Library, four hundred and aistj. 

This Church was built by Mr. A. LeClaire, and the block on which it stands 
waa given by the same. 

ST. ANTHONY'S CHURCH. 

Established 1838; Pastor, J. A.M. Pelamourgues ; Members, three thousand; 
Church, forty-four by eighty- four foet ; School, four hundred pupils ; Volumes 
in Library, five hundred. 

GERMAN CONGREGATION. 

Established July 19, 1857 ; Pastor, A. Frowein ; Members, nineteeu ; Church, 
twenty-five by forty feet ; Sunday School, thirty pupils; Volumes in Library, 
forty. 

" CHURCH OF CHRIST," OR DISCIPLES' CHURCH. 

Established Jnly 28th, 1839 ; Paster, Eli Regal ; Members, one hundred and 
eiity-seTBo ; Churob, forty by seventy -five feet, with basement ; Sunday 
School, fifty-five scholars ; Volumes in Library, two hundred. 

This Church was organized at an early day, and with but few membera, and 
although for many years without a preacher, yet it has steadily increased in 
numbers. Since its organization, no serious cause for disagreement has 
arisen among the members,, but disclaiming human creeds and traditions, and 
acknowledging the Bible as the only rule of faith and practice, all diS^erences 
being thus referred, have been speedily and most satisfactorily settled. The 
Church is now in a healthy ifnd highly prosperous condition. 

FREE-THINKERS' ASSOCIATION. 

On Sunday, March 11, 1853, a " Society of Free Inquirers" was organized, 
in the Court House—Jonathan Parker in the Chair, and Th. Guelich Secretary. 
Dr. Hall, Robt. Mcintosh, and Th, Guelich, were appointed a committee on 
Constitution, lea. 
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SCOTT COUNTr BIBLE SOCIETY. 

Tba Scott County Bible Society, ausiliary to the American Bible Society, 
was organizea in th5 city of Davenport on the 13th day orSeptember, A. D. 1842, 
at which lime a Constitution was formed and adopted, which continued nitli- 
out material alteration or amendment until the present time. 

The officers elected at the organiiation were — 

Kev. D. Worthington, President ; Charles Leslie, Secretary. 

And at the subseqacnt anniversary meetings the minutes of the Society show 
the following election of officers; 

To 1843, Rev. Z. H. Goldsmith, President ; Kev. D. Worthington, Secretary ; 
Wm. L. Cook, Treasurer. 

Who continued antii 1847, when— 

Rev, Z. H. Goldsmith was elected President; Rev. Ephraim Adaroa, Secre- 
tary; Wra, L. Cook, Treasnrer. 

In 1848, Rot. Ephraim Adams, President ; Asa Prescotl, Secretary ; Allied 
Saunders, Treasuper. 

In 1849, Rev. Ephraim Adams, President; Asa Presoott, Secretary; Rnfus 
Ricker, Treasurer. 

In 1850, Rev, J. D. Mason, President ; Rev. Asa Presoott, Secretary ; Rufus 
Ricker, Treasurer, 

In 1861, Rev. J. D. Mason, President; H. Price, Treasurer; Rev. H. L. 
Sullen, Secretary. 

In 18.^^, Bev. J. D. Mnaon, President ; H. Price, Treasurer; Kev. H. L. Bal- 



H. Morton, Treasurer. 

In 1854, H. Price, President ; Rev. J. D. Mason, Secretary ; James L. Dal- 
lell, Treasurer. 

In 1855. H. Price, President; Rev. J. D. Mason, Secretary, Jas. M. Daliell, 
Treasurer. 

In 18S6, Strong Burnell, President; Kev. J. D. Mason, Secretary; H, Price, 
Treasurer. 

In 1837, H. T. Slaymaker, President; Rev. J. D. Mason, Secretary ; H, Price, 
Treasur r. 

And the Treasurer's books show also that tbe aggregate receipts have been 
eleven hundred and one dollars and forty-seven cents. The receips for the 
first year were nine dollars and thirty-seven cents, and for the last year three 
hundred and forty-eight dollars, showing a steady increase in the collections 
of the Society, eqoal if not exceeding the increase in wealth and population of 
the county. 

This money has all been eipended in the purchase of bibles and testaments 
in different languages, which have been distributed {eicept some which are 
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now on hand,) among the Inhabitants of thia city and conntj, without any 
distinction of sect or party. 

The Depository of thia Society ia at present at the Publishins House of 
Luse, Lane & Co., No. S5 Per-y a Ireet, between Second and Third streels, 
Davenport. The names of persona contribHting to the funda of the Society 
are regiatered on the Treasurec'a book, and thereby become merabera of the 
Society. 

REOAPiTor.iTiON— Church Members, 5,100 ; Sunday School Pupila, 1,0901 
Sunday School Libmriea, 3,819 votumea. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



SDUCATIOKAL. 



The State of Iowa posseEBes a liberal' Educational systein— having obtained 
from Congress a grant of five hundred thousand sores of land, whose proceedg 
are devoted entirely to the support of Common and Academic Scboola. While 
tbe Stale has taken each a high position in the encouragement of Edncalion, 
Davenport ia in nowise behind. Schools are ample in number, and first in 
character ; and thia is equally applicable to both public and private institu- 
tions. The buildings belonging to the public schools are almost without ei. 
eeption, costly and commodious structures, which combine at once elegance 



PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

School District No. 2.— There are in thia District nine hundred and seventy, 
six children entitled to school privileges, and an average attendance of two 
hundred and Qfty. 

The District was organized 1853, and the same jea,r a stone house was erected 
corner of Perry and Seventh streets, at a cost of eight thousand dollars. It 
is two stories in height, with a basement residence for the Principal, and will 
comfortably accommodate five hundred scholars. 

The School is graded— having Private, Intermediate, and Grammar School 
Departments. There are included in the branches taught, hesides the com- 
mon. Higher Mathemetioa, Philosophy, Chemistry, Astronomy, Physiology 
History, Drawing, Book Keeping, &c. ' 

J. H. Bowers, Principal ; Misa Sarah Bradley, Assistaotin Grammar School ; 
Miss Julia Humphrey, Intermediate Department ; Misses Mary Slater and 
Elizabeth Bowers, Primary Department. 

School DiStmct Ko. 17— District organized, and brick school house suffi- 
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oient for ninety aoholars — erected in 1855 — on Sixteenth street, between Main 
and Harrison street. There are now in the District three hundred and ninetj- 
tbiee school obildren. 

This winter the school-house accommodations were fonnd to ba ontirelj in- 
sufficient, and tbree schools were, tborefore, opened as follows ; 

First School — (in brick school house,) average attendance, one bundrad and 
twenty. Frank M'Clellan, Teacher ; Miss A. M. Lindsley, Assistant. 

Second School — On Brady street, north of Locust. Arerage attendance, 
forty-nine. Peter Van Omam, Teacher. 

Third School — Corner of Rock Island and Locust Btreot. Averag* attend- 
ance, thirty. Miss E. J, Kelly, Teacher. 

SonooL District No. 5. — This District returns tbrea hundred and three 
echool children, with ninety as tbe average attendance. 

There is a fine two story stone school-bouse, forty by twenty-five feet, and 
capable of accommodating about one hundred and twenty scholars ; corner of 
Second and Pino streets ; it was erected in 1895, and enlarged in IBsT — cost 
tbree thousand dollars. 

The District was organized in 1B60. J. 8. Coat«s, Teacher ; Mrs. A. ff.Reed, 

This District embraces the Third street West End. settlement, and extends 
beyond the city limits. 

School Distbict Ko. 7. — Organised in 18S0. There are now twelve hundred 
school children, with an average attendance in the public school of three hund- 
red and eighty. In 1S67, a large, and handsome brick school-house, 42 by 62 
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There is a re..pectable frame school house, capable of accommodating eighty 

scholars, on Main street, west of Mound, (East Davenport.) 

A. M. Geiger, Teacher ; Miss Cornelia M'Carn, Assistant. 

SELECT AND OTHER SCHOOLS. 

Gbrkan and Enoush School. — Established in 1857, in the St. Kunigunda 
Catholic Church ; has sixty scholars. Henry Koehler, Teacher. 

Catholic School. — Large two story frame school-house on Church Square, 
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rear of St. Anthony's Chnrcb, erected in 1856 ; which was, however, only sn 
addition to otber school buildings near at band. This school was first opened 
in .« , by Kev. J. A. M. Pelamonrgaes. There are now about for tj-sevon 
scholars in attendance. 

Kev. J. A. M. Pelamourgues, Principal ; J. D. Smifi, and Mrs. SulliFan, 
Assistants in Male Department. 

Eight Sisters eondnct tie Female Department. 

Gebmak School, — Brick school-house, corner Warren and Fourth streets. 
Established in 1883 ; siity-two scbolars. Jobn H. True, Teacher. 

Selbot Schools. — L. C. Bnrwell, in Grigg's Hall block — thirty-two scholars. 

Miss Byron, in Fon-st's lilock — fifteen soholara. 

Misses Lyon & iluim, corner Perry and Filth streets — thirty-five scholars. 

Misses SeTeranee & Bennett, in Bailey's Hall. 

Mrs. Steveca, on Main street, above Eighth — eighteen scholars. 

W. Wier, on Main street, opposite Catholic Church— twelve scholars. 

Mrs. H. Crockett, Young's Block, Brady street — twenty scholars. 

German and Ameeioan Ibstitote — On Scott street, between Third and 
Fourth. W. Riepe and Louise Eiepe, teachers — thirty scbolars. Ladies' and 
Boys' Departments. 

Davekpoet CoHUEBCtit CoLLEQE — In Jacoby w b id g m f Tb d 
and Perry streets. The course embraces DoblEtjBkkpg p 

plicahle to every branch of Trade, viz : Wh 1 IP 1 F w d g d 
Commission, Banking, Steam Boating, Joint St k d C mp d C mp y 
Business, both Individual and Partnership, d mp h a at 7 

similar Institution in the United States. 

Commercial Calculations and Correspond f rm p t f tb 

together with a course of Lectures on Comm 1 L w by bl 1 

There is in connection with the Institution, d 1 h mraed f 

vision of the Principals, a Ladies Departm hhBkkpg d 

Penmanship will be thoroughly taught. E flywUbaffddt 

pupils to enable them to complete the cour h h te t p bl m 

J. C.Lopez, Principal; W. H. Pratt, Assista P 1 1 

TiIouKT Ida FemaIiE Colleob, — This Institut w g d m D pi 
ftnd commenced its first Session on the 7th d y fSltml 18 d tl 

direction of Eev. M. McKendree Tooke, A. M d L dy th gh wh 
strumentality the " Mount Ida Collage As I ha. tly b 

ganiied, and under whose auspices this Colleg pi d 

The principal object of this Association h p m t f th h gh 

educational interests of the Young Ladies of h W t 

The unfinished building, formerly designated as the " Ladies College," which 
was commenced and prosecuted with commendable energy for a time, by Mr. 
T. H. Oodding, has recently been purchased, and is now being fitted up in the 
most approved style of Eastern Colleges. The Boarding Hall, (dow neatly 
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flaished,) and dormitories, are sufRcientlj commodious to accommodate one 
hundred Yonng Ladies as boarders. The Session Eooms ha^e just been fur- 
nished with the nicest Etyles of Boston furniture, diagonally arranged, and the 
three commodious parlors have been neatlj papered, grained, carpeted, and 
furnisbed with new and elegant pianos, &c., for the accommodation of the 
Musical and Ornamental Department. 

The building itself, is a subatautial bricli edifice, four stories high, and when 
enlarged and completed, as now designed, with two wings, each fronting the 
river on Third street thirty-fire feet, and extending northward, parallel with 
Bridge and College avenues, eighty feet, maliiag in all a front of one hundred 
and thirty feel by eightj, rear, and finished with appropriate embelUahmtnti, 
verandahs, ooserrntory, &e., with grounds beaalifully laid out, and npwly 
fenced — will cost, it is thought, inclusive of the beautiful plat of four acres ot 
ground upon which it is situated, between seventy-five and one hundred 
thousand dollars, and will accommodate from three to five hundred students 

The College is situated on a delightful eminence in the eastern part ot the 
city, surrounded by a beautiful grove, overlooliing the main part of the city of 
Davenport, with her sister cities of Kock Island and Moline in full view, and 
commands a most enchanting view of the celebrated " Father of Waters" for a 
distance of nearly sixteen miles, with its life-lilte steamers passing and re- 
passing almost every hour. 

This combines most charmingly for educational purposes, all the advantages 
both of country and city location, and in general health fulness, purity of 
moral atmosphere, sublimity and beauty of scenery, is not eicelled, it is 
thought, by that of any similar Institution of Ihis nation. The central 
position also of this enterprise, will always render it easy of access from all 
points of compass — from North and South, by the palace-like Packets upon the 
Mississippi; and from east and west, by the Chicago and Rock Island Rail- 
road, which crosses the Mississippi upon the magnihcent Railroad Bridge near 
Port Armstrong, in full view of the College edifice, and the Mississippi and 
Missouri Railroad passing on Westward through the interior of Iowa, inter- 
sected by various railroad branches. 

Four Departments are established iu this Inslitution, vii ; 

1. A Model School for Misses. 

2. An Academic Department, preparatory to entering the Collegiate. 

3. A Collegiate Department, embracing substantially the Scientific and 
Classical course recently established for Female Colleges, by a Convention of 
Presidents of Colleges held at Cincinnati, Ohio. 

4. A Musical and Ornamental Department. 

This College being incorporated with the highest oolle^ate powers, fuii and 
formal Diplomas conferring appropriate literary degrees, are awarded to those 
Young Ladies who sustain a satisfactory examination in the prescribed course 
of study, or such other branches as may by the Faculty and CnratorB be 
deemed an equivalent. 
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Facoitt.— EeT. M. McKendree Tooke, A. M., President, Prof, of Ictelleotual 
and Moral Science, and Bellea Lettres. 

Rev. D. B. Carrier, A. M., Prof, of Andent Languages and Mathematics. 

Mrs. L. P. Tooke, M. P. L., Adj. Prin,, Prof, of Modern Languages, and 
Ornamental BracoheB. 

Mrs. D. E. Carrier, M. P. L,, Teacher of Nitaral Science and higher En glisii 
branches. 

Mies Matie J. Tooke, Teacher of Vooal and Instrumental Mnaic. 

Mrs. Mary A. Soule, AsBistant Teacher in Academic and Model School De- 

Miaa Lacia A. Crandall, Assistant Teacher on Piano Forte and Gnitar. 

Kev. Justus Soule, Steward, and Financial Agent. 

A large and intelligent Board of Council and Visitors, have been selected 
from this and adjacent cities. The following gentlemen hare been alreadj 
chosen as Directors or Curators in the College Association : 

Col. Adrian H. Davenport, of LeCIsire; George McCuUough, Esq., of Iowa 
City ; Hon. Judge Cook, Willard Banowfl, Esq., Prof. J. Dial, and Rev. H. M, 
Tooke, of Davenport. 

Additional Direclore are hereafter to be chosen in tiia Association. 

THE EDUCATION OF OUR DAUGHTERS.*^ 

While it is true that the improvecaeut of our city, and the development of 
the county are important and desirable, yet they ftre not more important than 
the improvement of the minds and morals of our children. And although the 
attention of many of our Western people has been largely centered upon trade 
and speculation, and the development of the physical reeources of the country, 
yet the time has now come when our citizens are beginning to recognize their 
responsibility in reference to the proper education of their children. Large 
and commodious buildings have been erected in this city, for the advancement 
of our public schools. A college for young gentlemen has also been estab- 
lished in this city, by the Congregational Church, and efforts are now 
being made for tlie estahliEhmeot of a first class Female College also in 
this place, towhich we shall refer in the sequel. That "woman is the ornament 0/ 
thepalace, and the sumMm of the eaUn" in every country where she is properly 
educated, is a truth generally concedeii. And if it be true that society in all 
its forms, is to a large eslent dependent upon and indebted to the influence of 
woman for Its elevation and success, how appropriate in anticipating the 
interests of society in the future, that we now encourage the proper education 
of the Young Ladles of our country. 

We have no hesitation in affirming, that a thorough education is the TichesC 
patnmony that parents can possibly confer npon their daughters. And what 

«CoDttilrated bj M. M. Tooke, 
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we mean by a. thorough education is not merely to enable tbem lo read, writf 
and cipher a little, as was thought quite sufficient for our grandmolhere ii 
olden times, not a little amatleriog in a few of the more fashionable accom 
pliehments merely, nor is it to become mere " book worms," and look down 
with polite horror upoa the appropriate duties of the " true woman" iu domes- 
tio life, hat a solid, thorough, and iis^l education of body, mind, and heart, such 
aa will fit them for the sober realitiea and high reHponaibiliiies of life. Such 
an education will be to them emphatically a. fortune in person, which they can 
ncTer lose, but which will raise them to positions of honor, influence, and use- 
fulness in the midst of the moat elevated state of society. Let me whisper in 
every parent's ear, and suggest to him that '^U wUl pay," thai to educate 
his daughter. Suppose you look at this subject a raomeut in the light simply 
of pecuniary gain— of mere dollars and cents — {the only jfnja through which 
many are Capable of seeing with clea nesa in this age of apeeulatioa and in- 
veatment-) Suppose that daughter of thine shoald be thrown out upon her 
own resources for a livelihood. Under such circumstances, with ordinary ca- 
pacity ol mind, and health of body, she could earn aay one hundrod dollara a 
year at ordinary service without an education. But with a thorough educa- 
tion, as an accomplished Instructor, she can earn from three to five hundred 
dollars a year. Subtracting the one hundred say from fonr hnndred, we have 
an annual income to be credited to education of three hundred dollars. Now 
suppose it costs to educate that daughter, in tuition books, and extra ei- 
penses. esolnaive of board, (for these she must have whether she attends school 
or not,) say four hundred dollars. We have then an annnal income upon the 
capital actually invested iu her education of Eeyenty-five per cant — a much 
better interest jou see than ia realized on most bank or railroad stock in these 
days! Besides, this is a permanent and imperishable inveatment. Ordinary 
investments in the mere perishable may " take to themselves wings and fly 
away," but this we believe will not only be permanent and available here in 
this life, but to some good eitent when this mortal shail put on immortality. 
But may we not come to falhera and brothers on this subject with a noblei 
motive for the education of their daughters and sisters, than the assurance 
that it " will pay" in dollars and cents ? Can yon in the pride and manliness 
of your hearts, look upon those beloved /ani% jewels, sparkling even in their 
[Cultivated beauty, and deny them this heaven-sent boon? Nay \ would you 
rt rather use your influence to polish those " gems of immortality," and fit 
em not only to abina as lights in the world below, but as radiant and atiU 
brightning stars in the coronet of Angela and of God, in brighter worldu on 
highl 

■ause a moment, and gaze upon the nature of mind itself. See those powers 
of thought— of genina^those towering euaceptibilities and lufty aspirations of 
soul longing for activity, yearning for appropriate eserciae and development — 
and will you lend your influence to cripple their energies ? or will you alloa 
them to become stultified or dwarfed by inaclivity or neglect in youth ! How 
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many painful regreta haye been aoattered along the palhway of thousanda, in 
after years, because of such early neglects ! (Suppoee you give tbat blooming 
dangbter a/iir»i,or thouaamie in bank stock, instead of an education, sbe mil 
feel and lament her deficiencies and inferiority as long as sbe lives, and regret 
in vain that a large portion of that dowery bad not been expended in her ed- 
ucation, which wnuld hare been worth more to her than ten thousand times 
the same amount of earthly treasures. 

Looking away from the benefits which the subjects of female edncation 
themaelves shall realize, to the influence which female refinement would exert 
upon the young mm of our country, in stimulaiJng them to greater mental 
activity and laudable emulation, ire find a prominent reason for its promotion. 
Besides it would obviate the necessity of our educated sons of promise becom- 
ing associated with companions of no mental culture, whose tastes and pecu- 
liarities must almost necessarily produce a disparity and alienation of feeling 
between them, destructive of domestic peace and happiness, and promotive of 
drunkenness and dissipation. Already is it intimated that because of a want 
of opportunity for mental culture on the part of the young ladies of the West 
tbe young men, in a similar ratio, are relaxing tbeir mental energies, and but 
few are aspiring to graduation in any of our colleges. Be this as it may, the 
masses of our citizens in this rich and fertile country are destined to be 
wealthy, and ere long these noble bluffs and beautiful prairies will be dotted 
over with lovely manaiona and palatial dwellings, and to become the regula- 
tors, the ornaments, tbe " eunsbine," the '"joy," of those mansions and palaces, 
the daughters of the West should bo enlightened and refined. Indeed, all thu 
circumstances of this beautiful West, and of the age in which we live, require 
tbe constant elevation of the female mind. Our new States are now demand- 
ing thousands of teachers for our primary schools. And as in tbe older States, 
the larger proportion of the education of onr youth has been most honorably 
conducted by females, so also must the daughters of the West be trained for 
this great work if we would ever properly educate the masses. 

The progressivB character of the age in which we live requires a moro 
thorough education of the female mind among us. The education of the past 
will not answer for tbe future, and those who^would keep up with tbe worid's 
progress, and help to mould its character, and hasten and consumate its bright- 
ness, by the ushering in of that auspicious period, long echoed by ancient 
Prophets, when " Wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of our times, 
and strength of salvation," must encourage the educators of the race. 

The signs of the times are beckoning onward the determined, the energetic 
the noble spirited daughters of the West to higher attainments. The wealth 
of the country is rapidly increasing, educational institutions are being multi- 
plied among ua— eipenses are diminished — parents are waking up to the im- 
portance of female education, and will do anything in their power to encourage 
and aid a beloved daughter longing for improvement, and struggling for an 
education. Mount Ida Female College, recently organized in this place, an 
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account of which we haye just giveii, is destined at no distant day, we trust, to 
become not only the Queen of the " Queen City," but the Queen of the West 
itself, and oonetitute an efficient instrumentality in the accomplishment of this 
great and glorious work. And it is hoped that all onr citiKenB, friendly to the 
cause of female education in the West, will in some substantial manner bid her 
''God speed" in tliis labor of iove. 

LADIES' EDUCATION SOCIETY, 

Febuary 6th, 1858, a numbej of ladies met at the residence of Ghiirles E. 
Putnam, Esq., and organised the "Ladies' Education Society, of Davenport, 
Iowa." Art, 1, of their Conatitution reads as follows: "This association 
shall be called ' The Ladies' Education Society,' the object of which shall be to 
assist promising and suitable young ladies In obtaining an Education," Mrs, 
E. Chrifitie, President; Mrs. S. Bnrwell, Vice President; Mrs. Dr. Shelton, 
Secretary ; Mrs. Ohas. E. Putnam, Treasuress. There ia also a Board of 
thirteen Directresses. 

IOWA COLLEGE. 

The first morements toward the establishment of a College in Iowa, accord- 
ing to what is known as the " New England plan"— the plan of Harvard, Yale, 
Brown, Bowdoin, Dartmouth, Amherst, &o., &o.,— were made in the years 
IS41-'4. In the Spring of I84i, a called meeting was held at Denmark, Lee 
county. Those who attended it were principally Congregational and Presby- 
terian ministers, and christians of those iienocilD!i.tions,withsomeothers. The 
first plan was to secure a township of land, and College colony. A gentleman 
in Kesanqua offered a tract in Buchanan couniy, with a water power on the 
Wapsipinecon River for the purpose. A committee (Rev. J. A. Keed, of Fair- 
field, Seth Richards, Esq., of Bentonsport, and Jonas Houghton, Esq., of Far- 
mington,) were appointed to esamine locations. This committee called a meet- 
ingin April, 1814, to report. Thirteen persons were present, who then formed 
the " Iowa College Association." The committee made a favorable report, an 
agent was appointed to collect funds in the East, with which to enter the land, 
and certain regulations were adopted. At the East, however, the agent was 
discouraged, and prevented from collecting funds, and this part of the plan 
was given up in accordance with the suggestions of a meeting of friends of 
Western Kdacation, held in the city of Boston, May 28 and 29, 1844. It was 
decided first to get a location, when the inatitntion itself could commence ope- 
rations, and then attempt to secure an endowment. After several meetings, it 
was concluded (1846) to locate at Davenport; " provided the citizens would 
raise $1500 for buildings, and furnish certMn specified grounds for a site." At 
a meeting held Jan. 20, 1847, it was voted, notwithstanding the conditions were 
not fully complied with, to commence operations at Davenport, with the under- 
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standing that the subscri pi ions should be increased es much as popsihle. The 
memberB of the Aaeociation had pledged themeelves to '' raise $100 each" in 
the State, and " tbrongh pritate friends in the East." Some of them made 
great efforts and sacrifices to do this. Christian ladies, living !□ difTereot 
paTU of the State, did nobly in the irork. With these funds, and Chose secured 
in the towu. the first building was erected, (near Western ATenue, between 
Siith and Seventh streets — now the residence of S. S. Giliet, Esq.) It was a 
small one storj bricli edi&ce, with a plain cupola. About this time twelve 
trustees were elected by the Association, two of them residents of Davenport. 
The trustees were incorporated under the Statute, June 4, 1847. The threat- 
ened deficienc; in the funds was provided for at a meeting of the original 
"College Association," and "trustees" held coujoinlly that day, by a resulu- 
tion binding those present to pay the same within one year from date, " pro- 
vided the amonot does not exceed $S00," (not an inconsiderable sum at that 
stage of the history of the Territory.) The Institution was opened November, 
1B48, with one teacher, Bev. Prof. Ripley. The first College Class was formed 
in 1850. Since that time instruction has been sustained, though much inter- 
rupted in 1844-5, by the abandonment of the old site, on accouot of the con- 
templated cutting of streets through it. 

Seven young men have graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Aria, the 
first class of two in the year 1864. The Institution generally has about a 
hundred students — of whom ten are in the College proper. Daring the last 
year yonng ladies have been admitted to the advanced classes. About twenty 
have been in attendance. 

Candidates for ft''mi3sion to the Freshman Class must be fourteen years of 
■ge, present adequate testimonials of good moral character, and sustain a 
satisfactory eramination in English Grammar, Geography, Arithmetic, Alge- 
bra, (through Simple Equations,) Latin Grammar, Ciesar's Commentaries, 
Cicero's Select Orations, Virgil, Greek Grammar, and the Anabasis — or their 
equivalents. 

The stated times for the examination of candidates are — the day before the 
close of the Summer Term, and the day before tbe commeacemeDt of the Fall 
Term. 

Candidates for admission to advanced standing, in addition to the above, 
must sustain an examination in those studies to which the class they propose 
to enter has attended ; and if from another College, a certificate of their good 
standing in the same must be presented to the Faculty. 

The studies pursued in the College proper are those required in the first In- 
Etitntions of the East. An elevated grade of scholarship is aimed at, rather 
than the securing of the attendance of lurge numbers. The instructors ate al! 
liberally educated men, of first rate competency and eAperience in their pro- 
fession. 

The new site— of ten acres — between Brady and Harrison streets, above 
Tenth — was purchased in March, 1864 — and the Boarding House erected 
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tliereon that year. The present College edifice was erected ia 185B, atacoat 
of $22,000. W. L. Carroll, architect. It crowns tiie highest point of land in 
the city limits, and commanda an extensive view of the river, the neighboring 
region of lllinoia, and the country for miles back of Davenport. TrarelerE 
pronounced the proapeot from the observatory unsurpassed. The building 
itself is one of the finest structures in the State. 

It is built of limestone; tbiee stories high, with a basement; and contains 
a large room for the use of the Preparatory and English Departments, which, 
for the present, will also be need for a Chapel; a Laboratory; rooms for 
Library, Cabinet, A,pparatn3, Literary Societies, and Recitations; and in the 
third story, twelve rooms for Students, 

With these enlarged facilities for Educational purposes at tbeir command, 
the Trustees of the College are confident in the eipectalion that they can fully 
meet the wants of our rapidly increasing population, and furnish, on ulf o n 
soil, at a reasonable expense, the means of a thorough and complete Education. 

The Library of the College conttuna upwards of IBOO Tolvimes, and is open 
to all the Departments. 

The Ohrestomathian Society has also it Library of its own, of some BOO 
volumes ; for most of which they are indebted to recent donations from their 
friends. 

The Apparatus is sufficient to illostrate the principles of Natnral Philaso- 
pby. Chemistry and Astronomy. 

Collections have been made in Mineralogy, Zoology, and Botany. 

Commencement is held on Wednesday, the last day of the third term. {In 
1858, on Wednesday, July 14.) There are three College terms in the year, two 
of thirteen, and one of fourteen weeks. 

The government of the College is intended to secure the best moralinfluence- 
Besidea the daily religious eiercises for all, the students from abroad are ex- 
pected to attend some place of religious worship on the Sabbath, designated 
by their parents or guardians. 

The Institution is not under the control of any religious denominatioQ, but 
of its own board of trustees. They are as follows : 

Eev. Asa Turner, Denmark ; Rev. John C. Holbrook, Dubnqae ; Rev. Juiius 

A. Reed, Davenport ; Rev. Harvey Adams, Farmington ; Rev. Alden B. Bob- 
bins, Muscatine; Res. Epbraim Adams, Dacorah ; Rev. William Salter, Burling- 
lon; Rev. 0. Emerson, Dewitt ; H. Q. Jennison, Esq., Muscatine; James 
MoManue, Esq., Davenport; Charles Atkinson, Esq., Moline; Rev. J. B. Grin- 
nell, Grinuell; Rev. J. Guernsey, Dubuque; P. H. Stone, Esq., Muscatine; 
Joseph Lambrite, Esq., Davenport ; Jacob Butler, Esq., Muscatine ; Gen, Geo, 

B. Sargent, Davenport ; Kev. Geo. F. Magoun, Davenport, 

The officers of the Board are — Rev. A. B. Kobbins, President ; Rev. Geo. F. 
Magoun, Clerk; Joseph Lambrite, Esq., Treasurer; Rev. Julius A. Reed, 
Financial Agent; Prof. H. L. Bullen, Librarian. 

FiOCLTy. — Rev. Erastus Ripley, Carter Professor of Ancient Languages ; 
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Rev. H.L.Builen, Professor Mathematics and Nataral Philosophy; D.S. Shel- 
don, M. A., Professor ofChemistryand Natural Science; Rev. D. Lane, M. A., 
Professor of Mental aad Moral Philosophy. 

The partial endowment of the College has been obtained from charitable 
persons in this and other Slates. Paley TV. Carter, Esq,, of Waterburj-, Con- 
neotlcnt, gave, in I8oS,$5,OoO towards the Classical Professorship. One other 
professorship is partially endowed. A benevolent gentleman in the Slate eon- 
templates the endowment of Chairs of Practical Science. Within the last year, 
Hon. Geo. B. Sargent has establisbed a medal fund, from which one gold 
and two silver medals are awarded— for scholarship— in the manner designated 
by the donor — each oommencemeEt. 

The prospects of the lastitution have been mach impaired of late by the 
proposed esteiision of ona of the streets of the city through the centre of its 
beautiful grounds. If carried onl, this plan will oblige a second removal to 
some site not liable to encroachment. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 



The first permanent organliation in Davenport waa that of the Davenport 
Rifle Corps — a German Company. They now number forty men, Capt, Haupt ; 
First Lientant, Suherer; Orderly Sergeant, Win egardner. 

The next Company organized was an American Company— the DaveDport 
City Artillery. It was organized Jane, 1851, under the auspices of Capt. 
Schnyler — whose indefatigable eiertiona have more than anything else brought 
the Company to its present character. 

Offiobrs.— C. N. Schnyler, Captain ; W. W. Gallaer, 1st Lieutenant ; 2nd do., 
Chas. C. Harris; 3d do,, John Johns. Forty mea and two ail pounders. 

Davenport City Guards (German.) The oiEoera of this Company are mostly 
old soldiers from Schleswig-Holstein. Organijcd Feb., 1858. Captain, F. 
Uurow ; 1st Lieutenant, Steward ; 2nd Lientenant, John Hempel ; Orderly 
Sergeant, D. Hempel. Forty men. 

Dareuport Sarsfield Guards, (Irjah.) Not organiied fnllj. 



FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

The Fire Department of Davenport never assumed prominence for efScient 
setrice until the matter was taken in hand by R. M. Littler, formerly of Cin- 
cinnati. Through his efforts a Company was organiied July 26, 1856, and two 
of Bonejman's test Engines purchased, which arrived May, 1857. The Com- 
pany organized was the "Independent Fire Engine and Hose Company, Ho. 1." 
R. M, Littler was elected President. In February, 1858, the Fire Department 
waa reorganized, and in March R, M. Littler was elected Chief Engineer over 
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0. S. MoNiel by a majoritj of twenty. The entire Tote was two hundred and 
fifty-four. Chrislian Mueller was ananimonsly eleoted First AaBiatant, and 
E. A. Tellibine, Second, oTer D. Moore. 

The organization now consiats of — 

" Independent Fire Engine and Hose Company, No. 1." — Two Engines, two 
Huse'Carts- Fifteen hundred feet of Hose. Cost $6500. Chris. Buck holler 
and Isaac Cummings, Foremen of Engines, and John Gundaker Foremen of 
Hose. One hundred and twenty-Eve sets of equipments, and one hundred and 
twenty members. Engine House on Brady street, near Fifth. Cost $6,000. 

" Fire King Company, No. 2," — Organized 1857. Smith's Engine, and eight 
hundred feet of hose. Marsh Noe, Foreman. Honse in Davenport'a Block. 
One hundred and nineteen men. 

" Pioneer Hook and Ladder Company, No. 1." — Organized Deoembar, 1857. 
Ninety men. Cbas. Eyaer and H. La Frani;, Foremen. Honse on Third street, 
near Washington Square. 

"Engine Company No. 3." — Hoase with Pioneer No. 1, Hook and Ladder— 
siity-four men. OfBoers to be elected 2d Monday in April. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 



Dayenpoet, among its other eicellcncieE, poesesses its quota of musical 
talent— albeit its development is not particulKrly marked, as a general thing, 
among our Churoli choirs. In fact, sate afew sopranos lilie Mrs. Davie, Misses 
Sjlvester and Scarborougli, and in basso and tsnore tfie brothers Divis, and 
Mr. Davie, and a few others of all classes, the bulk of musical ability, both 
vocal and instrumental, rests with our German population. Strausser, as a 
violinist, and Braeunlich and Schleget, as pianists, take ft front rank among 
amateur musicians. In the department of vocal music vre have the Philhar- 
raonio Society, formed 5th of August, 1856, and its iirst meeting, for the 
practice of vocalmusic, held 12th of August, 1856. 

Its object is the improvement of the members (male and female) in the cul- 
ture of vocal music. 

During the Srat winter of its esistcnce it gavesiipocformances. During the 
present winter ('57 and '58,) it will probably give four oriive; one of which 
will be Handel's Oratorio of the "Messiah," with orchestral accompaniments, 
the vocal parts given by about fifty voices ; the instrumental parts by a band 
of seventeen performers. 

The Society's regular meetings are held every Tuesday evening, during the 
winter, at the old St. Lnlto's Church, Brady street, at 7 o'clock. When necea- 
sarj, rehearsals are also held on Friday evenings. 

The number of performing members isabout forty, and isincreasing. There 
is also a body of subscribing or non- performing members. 

The offieere elected 3d March, 1858, are — 

President, Genera! Geo. B. Sargent; VicePresident,S. W. Barber; Treasurer, 
J.O.Wallace; Secretary, J. J. lagails; Finance Committee, S. W. Barber; 
Wm. Jlorebouae, S. M. Harley ; Musical Director, Chas. H. Davie. 
3i) 
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GERMAN MAESNER CHOR. 

This Society was organized June, 18S1, under the following officeis : A. 

F. MftBt, Preeident; G. Scllrgel, Secretary ; Aug. Smallfield, CasMei, and G. 
■Wiehle, Musical Director. 

In June, 1864, B flag was presented to the Society by the Ladies of Daven- 
port, aa a compliment to their efforts and eucceaa. At the "Western Singing 
Featiyal," held at Chicago in June, 1857, the Maenner Chor took the second 
prize, and we believe intend Da Capo in future cases. It now lias music and 
inatrnments worth one thousand dollars, and has at present twenty-two active 
and thirty-four honorary members. The following are its officers ; 

A. Miedke, President; A. Brans, Vice President; T. Holm, Recording 8eo- 
retary; R. Krou a e. Corresponding Secretary; A. G. Smallfield, Cashier; Q. 

G. Sohlegel, Musical Director. 

GE8ANG-CH0R DEE TURNGBMEINDE. 

Twenty members. Riepe, Director. This is a branch of the "Turner 
Bociety." Practice twice a week. 

DAVENPORT, MUSICAL INSTITUTE. 

Eounded Maroh 9th, 1868, Asa Hull, President ; Chas, Burr, Secretary. 

This Society numbers some twenty-five members, and is a sort of auceession 
of a Society formerly under the charge ol Mr. Hull. It poaaeases the elements 
of a good Musical Institution, which time will develope into no,Eecond-rate 
character. 

DEUTSCHER SAENGER-BUND. 



GRUETLI VERBIN. 

Swiss Glee Club meets once each week. Twenty members. Albert Snhnyder, 
Leader. 

INSTRPMEMTAL. 

■"Majo'e String Band."— First and Second Vioiins, Baaa Viol, Cornel a 
Piston and Picolo. 

" German Rifle Band."— Storm, Leader. Three Altos, Tenor Hotn, Baritone, 
Tuber, and two Drums. 

"White's Cotillion Band." — First and Seoond Violins, Clarionet, Plnte, Cor- 
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n«t, First and Second Trumpet, First and Second French Horns, First Bm- 
itone and Contra BasB. 

"Whito'a Brass Band"— First and Second EU, First and Second BU, two 
Tenors, two Baritones, First and Second Baas, two Altos, aod two Droraa. 

"Indepandeut Brass Band,"— .Ten Sax Horns, and two Drums. 



ARTISTIC. 

Hanging liigh upon tUe wall of a city parlor, is a living mtmory of the vil- 
lage of Davenport, just as it is limned and lined and colored iu the recollec- 
tions of " old settlers," It is % paint and canTaaa memory, and though the 
hand that thus iu form and oolor faithfully refleeted what the e,TB saw, has 
long since mouldered in the dust, yet ita writing on the wall is ai a memory 
to all who peruse it, of the surpassing Tillage grace and lovelineae which in 
olden times dislinguialied Davenport. It is well that he whose skill has left 
us this undying memory of our yillage life, should have a page in this book as 
a memoir of himself. When the tonguea which may tell us of the olden times 
are silenced forever, and the men who lived in those days have passed away, 
it may be that from some wall, browned with age, ahall creep ths mouldy forma 
and colorings of a far-back memory, brushiag away the dust and cobwebs of 
tntervening apace, and revealing grass-robed plains and tree-covered bluffs, 
clusSering white houses on the river's graveled beach, gray cliffs rising jfrom 
the dark-flowing waters and up-bearing the old fort ruins, and the thousand 
phyaical details of what was once literal life and reality. And it may be, that 
a yellow and faded leaf from this book, shall then summon a phantom memory 
of one whose eye saw all this, even as we now trnat it gazaa upon scenes of 
celestial beauty, and the cunning of whose hand iu faithful shades and shadows 
mirrored the vision opon canvass. 

When we recollect how distinguished was Davenport in its village days for 
remarkable lovelineas, and the number of strangers who summer after sum- 
mer came here to revel among its surrounding beauties, it eeems strange that 
but this single painting, and a few lithograph copies of it, are all we have as a 
record of the physical appearance of this place before its hundreds of people 
became thousands, and the village had swelled into a city. We may well 
imagine that the skill of amateur artists was often tasked to delineate upon 
paper or canvass the glowing scenery and beautiful towns which at this point 
found intimate connection with historical associations. But whatever their 
trials and iheir success, only a single painting and its copies now eiist, to the 
knowledge of the writer, by which the stranger in tho new city may form a 
correct idea of the long time past appearance of Davenport, and assuming which 
as data he may judge of our subsequent progress. Probably it is from this 
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fact, that we set a higher value upon the artist (o whom we feel a debt of grati- 
tude for this painting. 

Among the strangora from St. Louia who visiled DjvenpoH in the Spring of 
1845, was John Casper Wild, a gentleman of considerable repotation as a 
landscape and portrait painter, and lithograpbist. He waa a tall spare man of 
about forty years; with long raven black hair, whiskers and moustache, a'nd 
restless brown eyes. He bad, at times, a wovn and haggard look, the result, 
doubtless, of ill health, and a life-long battle with the world for the bare 
means of subsistence. Ho was uneonimuniaative as to his own life, bat it i 
an impression of the writer's that he was bom in poverty, reared among the 
trials of indigence, from which, unaided, bo sought to emerge, and in his ma- 
turiiy, a good artist, but poor financier, so that hia history mas a continued 
struggle. It is but little wonder then, that Ibrough the clouds which bo con- 
staatiy surrounded him, he could see bat little sunshine. On bis arrival here, 
he was totally dependent upon his talent. He soon commenced work, an|j 
produced this painting of Davenport and Eock Island, as one picture. From 
this a. limited number of beautifully colored lithograph copiea were taken, for 
those who would buy. Alas! poor Wild— the pictures which now would 
bring their weight in gold, had then a dull and weary sale. This view was not 
only faithful in its details, and beantjful as a picture, but it proved Mr. Will 
an artist of bigh talent. 

It is worthy of mention, that the artist lithographed hi? own picture in stone, 
and made and colored the impression' himsdf It haa been remarked, that 
so fine a specimen of lithographing omnot now be done in the metropolis of 
the country. 

Mr. Wild afterwards commenced a second painting of Davenport, viewed 
from another point, but it was ne^er fini'ibed The same summer he made 
paintings, from which lithograph copiea were taken, of Dubuque, Galena, Mus- 
catine and Uoline. All these sketi-hes were distinguished fur their correctness 
and beauty. He worked rapidly but well, and a practical knowledge of titb- 
ograpby was useful in securing correct copies of his works. The writer of 
this nccompanied Mr. Wild on a trip to the Falls of St. Anthony, in 1846, in 
which excursion he made a number of small sketches, but they never were 
reproduced on eauvass. The painting of Davenport and Eock Island truly 
represents the young cities as they slept in 1B15, upon the green banks of the 
great riser, before the rushing winds and waves of progress had broken their 
slumbers. There are but few copies of this painting now in the possession of 
our citliens, and it is needless to say that the lapse of time, and the intervening 
wonderful changes in the aspect of our city, render these pictures invaluable 

In 1816, Mr. Wild, who continued residing in Davenport, painted a fancy 
sketch, of which it may be right to make a particular note, as it was the 
nearest approach to an anislical smile of which Mr. Wild was ever known to be 
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gnilty. He hill neither liuoior of his own, nor an appreoialion of humor in 
!rs. He looked tragedy, thought tragedy, and hie coovergation outside of 
ineas and art, was never much more cheerful than tragedy. This little oil 
sketch represented three notable charaotera of the village, each of -whom, at 
(hat time, was personally known to almost every man, woman and child in the 
place. They were collected at the well- remembered ferry-house, and near 
the equally well-remembered old bell-post. The bell there suspended was 
then furiously jingled, and often with disagreeable pertinacity, by those who 
wished to call the old ferryman, Mr. John Wilson, from the opposite side. 
The ringer waa generally considered under personal obligation to stand to his 
p03t some time, in company with his horse and vehicle, if he had any to cross 
aver, eo that the ferryman might with proper deliberation determine whether 
the skiff or horse- ferry-boat were required by the nature of the cargo. The 
large person of Mr. LeClaire sits in a buggy, to whieh is attached the cotahle 
eld white horse that used to drag his master about the place. Close by stands 
Mr, Gilbert McEown, whose store was on Front street, a few steps distance, 
but whose burly figure and good humored face, seen on any street, seemed a 
part and parcel of the town, and directly identified with its corporate eristence. 
The third figure is Sam Fisher, as he was familiarly called by every acquaint- 
ance. He then lived in the house now owned and occupied by Mr. Geo, L. 
Davenport, at the comer of Brady and Third streets, Sam Fisher was the 
belt fisher in the town, a good story-teller, and had a most marvelloos mem- 
ory of past times and incidents, of facts and dates, which united to some 
peculiar eccontrieilies of character, eiclusively and honestly his own, made 
him a conspicuous character. One of his smaller eccentricitiesis shown in the 
picture. He is standing with his pants drawn up to the lop of one boot, and 
down to the sole of the other— using a favorite gesture, and evidently doing 
the talking, of course. These three persons ace now alive, and two of them 
continue residents of Davenport. The picture is in the possession of Hon. G. 
C. E. Mitchell, who, by the way, ought to have figured in the painting, 

Mr. Wild was a native of Zurich, Switzerland. He went to Paris when 
young, where he resided fifteen jears,.and then emigrated to the United States, 
He lived several years in Philadelphia, where he finished some views for Atkin- 
son's Casket, a Panorama of Philadelphia, and a view of Napoleon's Marshals 
on horse-back. In the Spring of 1841, he went to St. Louis, and remained 
there till he removed here. At St. Louis, he commenced a periodical called 
" The Valley of the Mississippi Illustrated"— edited by Louis Fanik Thomas, 
the views by Mr, Wild. Only ten numbers were issued. Mr. Wild died in 
Davenport, in the year 1816. When sick, he was kindly taken to the residence 
of Mrs, Webb, now occupied by Mr. Henry, where he received the attentions 
of a son during the long illness which preceded his death. While thus lying 
on his death-bed, the home of his boyhood seemed a beautiful picture before 
his eyes, and he espressed a longing desire to die at Zurich. This was not 
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granted !iim, but kind handa softened Ibe Inst shadowy penollings of hie life, 
and laid him gently among the Summer flowers. 

Mr. R. Wrigbt has been spolieQ of heretofore. In sdditioD to him ire hare 
Mra. Codding, whoae principal work is a painting of Davenport, which, for 
fidelity, is scarcely excelled, 

Mr. Wolfe, a former resident of DaTsnport, displayed mucli genius in several 
performances in Landscape and Portrait Painting. 
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CH APTEE XXXIII, 



THE PRESS. 



It is a telling indication of the enterprise and good sense of the pioneera of 
the Connty, that one of their earliest movementa was to secure the benefits of 
that omnipresent Amerioanisra — a Newspaper. They were fortunate in secur- 
ing the Terj man they did to undertake the enterprise— one who possessed 
the peculiarity of haTing a deal ot praUkal good sense, and one who was 
neither scholar enough to play the role of a pedantic essayist, or philosophical 
enough to treat his readers to a hebdoniinBl dish of metaphysics, as is not un- 
frequentlj the case of those handling the Quill Editorial at the present day. 
Such was AupaKW LooiN, who in August, 1838, issued the first number of the 
"lovia Sun, and Davenport and Rock hlandNevis;'^B.iM.e an lengthy as signi- 
ficant. Right well did the Sun battle for lie interests of the City, County, and 
State; and we do its editor no more than justice, when it is asserted that his 
share towards building up Davenport, and inducing hither many a rich freight 
of immigration, was none of the least felt or important. The Sun was a 
weekly, democratic, underwent one enlargement, and was continued until 
1841, when it was snoeeeded by the 

DAVENPORT WEEKLY GAZETTE. 

The 0<aetU was started as a Weekly, imperial size (22 by 33,) sii eolnmns, 
bj Alihed SiNDBES. In 1848 it was enlarged to a seven column paper. 
August 1st, ISaS, the Tri-Wetkiy Omette was commenced, and was succeeJed 
by the Daily QazetU in October, 1851, The Weekly and Daily are still pub- 
lished, and are of the largest size. It was edited by Alfred Sanders up to 
1IB7, and published by him until 1843, when he associated with him Mr Davis. 
The latter gentleman continued until January 1st, 1 BS7, a member of the firm, 
and was then succeeded by Add. H. Sanders, brother of the principal proprie- 
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tor, and former editor of the i^vamvUk {Ind.} Journal The firm now— filitorial 
and publishing — ia Sakdees & Blto. 

The G(aiUe has now been an institution of the country for some seventeen 
years, — a length of exiatenoe that sufliclently guarantees its permanency. 
Tbe Senior, Alfred Sanders, is of scholarly attainment, particularly in Natural 
HiBtory, and has thus fa,r been thoroughly identified, both with the West and 
Journaliam. He has never missed issuing a. number of the Gaietle since its 
beginning, and has often achieved this, under circumstances which would have 
daunted men of less energy or of less pride in their profession. As a writer 
lis is less brill! d h ornament, and prefers generally 

to present facts p ti H writes earnestly, and will in many 

cases carry con m m h p aiv of oouTiction— of faith— 

which Ms artiol p D d p m t, we might allude more at length 

both to his oba as w d h efforts, enterprise, preseveranoe, 

and sagacity, in p oth of his party and Davenport. 

We need not dw p ts h wever well deserving they are of 

eulogy, as he is w wn to Oder either panegyric or particular 

notice superfluo 

His brother, j dd H fe h d no unenviable reputation as a 

ready, sparkling aad w H a largely imaginative has a keen 

appreciation of h m ctiTelj the luiiicrons both in man 

and things, and of easy aud graceful expnuion. 

Many of tbe liest waifs of anecdotal literature, which periodically appear and 
disappear upon the waves of Journalism, owe to him their existence. We 
cannot but regret that he has not entirely turned his attention to descrip- 
tion and other departments having origin in the possession of a ready pen, 
active fancy, and much imagination. 

We are happy to be able to add that the long and ajrduons labors uf the 
proprietors of the Qazelle have not been unrewarded. Their present estab- 



lishment consists of two editors, three ci 



:n composit 



pressmen, &c. They use a Steam Engine of six horse power, Taylor 

Press, Hoe's Card, Ruggles' Card, American Steam, two Hand Diamond Job, 

and Wells' Power Job Presses. 

THE WEEELY BANNER. 

This sheet was started by Alexander Montgomery in 1R43, as a Democratic 
sheet. In the winter of XSiS and X849 it fell under the charge and ownership 
of E. Smithem, and in the Spring of 1S49 it was transferred to T. D. Eagal, 
who held it until 1851. J. W. Wheeler then took charge of it, but soon after 
sold ont to Austin Corbin, who in 1862 was bought out by R. 8. Millar. ■ He 
sold to T. D. Eagal in 1853, who continued its publication until 18BS, when 
it was bought by Messrs. Hlldreth, Richardson & West, and was changed to 
the Io!ca State Democrat, under which name it is still published. Of the in- 
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ftuence and character of the Bantier we cannot apeak li 

however, done much undonbtcdlj towards prenerving an efficient organiiaUon 

of the party whose interest is advocated. 

THE TEMPBRANC£ ORGAN. 
This sheet was cstabliahed November 18S5, by H. Price and others. It was 
publiBhed by A. P. Luse & Co. 

The Organ did good services for its party for abont one year, and was then 

THE WEEKLY UNION'. 
TU. .le.. w.. poHlsHd for . ftw month. 1, Ihe E.ll of Mtt, wilb • .i.w 
to .id ih. .Lotto, of Mlll.td Eillm.,. to tlio Pre.id.ooy. It wu .dit.d by 
the well knowtt Col. Wm. Browa. 

IOWA STATE DEMOCRAT. 

Notio. h.. b..h »t.n bear, of th. orlgl, of thi. p.por ih I8SS. Th. 
D.I1T ».. oothn.hO.d ih Ooob.r 1«S«, .hl.pg.d from ..v.o to eight oolumh. 
in AhnI 1867 to hih. ih October 1857. Th. iJmoorai wae started with a 
H.hd P™, .lid . debt .t .Oh,. »liOO. It how i. prlotrf bj St..-.m .hd h„ 
-m.l, ,eiohh.n.t.d it. .hterpri.ihg propri.tor.. Tb. o.thbli.hhi.ht h.s oho 
tyuhlhgtoh H.hd Pre.., • Ste.hi Ojllhder P,..., Ho.', aediom l.rg. Cjllhd.r 
Pras. Rosgles' Rotary Circhl.r ahd Card Pre.., and some ttrelr. h.hd., be- 
.ld..'.h ampl. .took of other material. A W.ekl; 1, .1.0 p.bll.h.d. 

The Z»emorr<!i is hOtr oohdhoted by Mes.r.. Richardson & West, than 
,hom the .ditorial and pnMI.blog ir.ternW.., po.se. no more .hti«pti.lng, 
aentlemaoly, or reliable member.. They bar. acbieyed a aucces. on tbeir 
aner tyhioh at once indtoate. their energy and the cbaractar of the We.t. 
Mr.'mdroth died in September of 1857. The following obituary is taken 
from tba State i'emoerat.- „ „ „ . l 

"Mr Hildreth wa. born to Johnstown, Folton oonnty, N. Y., September 
12th A D 18M, which would make him jo.t 4! ya.rs.old to-day. Mr. Hild- 
th'waa a son of Matthias B. Hildreth, Esq., formerly Attorney General of 
tte Stat, of New York. HI. life has been an e.entlnl one, Bllcd with the 
Bghts .od shad., of pr..perity and .dr.r.ily. He wa. left an orphan at lb, 
1 of llticen, aud Inherited a large fort.h, H, ..a a grado.t, of On,.. 
OoReie of that State, after which he engaged in the whoie.ale dry goods and 
■obbioB trade in Albany, N. Y. After a few years he became embarras.ed ,n 
bnsi.es. and failed, and lost hi. entire f.rt.ne in the f.llnre. He then r.- 
moyed to lohn.town, H. Y., and wa. there elected a magr.lr.t. and Ma.ter ,n 
Chancery. 

40 
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Previous to his engBging in businesa in Albany, he ceceiyed the appointment 
b; commiseion, of Major in the Staff of Gov. Troup. 

He was married in Johnstown, in 1839, to Mrs. A. E. J. West, -who aurvlTea 

From Jotinstown he remorad to Kenosha, Wisconsin, in 1843, where be wag 
univereaHy beloved and esteemed, and was there elected io many offices of 
honor and truet, which he filled to tbe entire satisfaction of all parties. He 
moved to Peoria, State of Illinois, in 1853, and became associated in the pnb- 
lication of a journal called the DaUy Morning S/ems. From Peoria he moved 
to Davenport in October, 1855, and in company with Messrs. Richardson and 
West, purchased the old Banner newspaper of T. D. Eaga], Esq., and with 
them commenced ths publication of the BaUy Iowa Stule Demooral, of which 
he was the Senior Editor until his lamented decease. 

Mr. Hildreth was a man ol most generous impulses, and had a faculty of 
making i,nd retaining friends. He was a fast aLd reliable friend, a kind hus- 
band, and SB Old School Jeffersonian Democrat. lie was uncompromising in 
his political views, but he never allowed politics to intrude into his social or 
business relations. All who knew him, esteemed him for his generous heart. 
In bia deatb his family bas lost a valuable friend, the public a generous hearted 
citiieo, and tbe Democratic party one of its strong yillars." 

EVENIMG NEWS. 

This sheet, Daily and Weekly, was started bj Harrington & Wilkie, September 
1856. It coQIinued in their possession over a year, and was then purchased 
by John Johns, Jr., & Co. The Mm is Admimstralion Democratic, and 
lakes a leading position in Journalism. It is edited by John Johns, Jr., Ed- 
ward L. Kerr, and Chas. C. Harris. All are good writers,— the firat two in 
political discussions and essays, and the last as a perpetrator of " good things," 
ludicrons, wittj, and otherwise. 

The Newt has a good Job Office, containing a Guernsey's Power Press, Hand 
Presses, and ample other material appertaining to sucb a department. 

DER CEMOKRAT, (German.) 

Republican— Daily, Tri- Weekly, and Weekly, Started 1851, byT. Guelich, 
and now published by S. Lisober & Co. Edited by Theo. Olshausen, 

REAL ESTATE REGISTER. 

Monthly, by Allen & Clark. This siieet takes a first class position among 
papers of its kind. Its Financial articles during the past winter Lave been 
of the ablest character, and have done much towards sustaining the credit 
and advancing the interests of Davenport abroad. Started Mai, 1857. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 



BEKEVOLEKT ORDERS. 



MASONIC 

TirsciN Lodge, No. 67, of F. is A. Miiaons, was oraRoiied under a charter 
issued bj the M. W. Grand Lodge of Iowa. Jane 6th, 1855. 

D. H. Wlieeler was W. Master for 1855 aai '6— H. W. Mitchell waa W. 
Master for 1856 and "I. 

The Present officers of the Lodge are — 

0. S. McNeil, W. M.; Edwin Smiib, S. W. ; Satn'l. Perry, J. W. ; M. H. 
Hall, Sec'j. ; R. D. Mjers Treiia ■ H D. Neelj, S. D. ; Jobn Monath, J. D. ; G. 
W. Jonea, Tjler. 

The Lodge meets every Fndaj evening in their Hall, LeClaire Block, corner 
of Second and Brady streets Regular meetings the Friday on or before the 
full moon in each month Members eighty-aeven. 

DiVEMPOBT LoBQK No 37 of Free and Accepted Masons, waa organiEod 
nnder a charter iaaued by the Moat Worshipful Grand Lodge of the State of 
Iowa, Jane 8th, A. D. 1353. A. L. 5853. 

Austin Cotbin was Worshipfal Master for 1858-*. Wm. L. Cook was Wor- 
shipful Master for 1864^55. Jno. A. Boyde was Worshipful Master for 1855-56. 
Wm. B. Bamea waa Worshipful Master for 1866-57. 
The preaent officera of the Lodge are — 

C. Stewart Ells, W. Master ; Wra. S, Minier, S. W. ; Chaa. E. Fuller, J. W. ; 
A. Walker, Sec'y. ; P. Merwin, Treaa. ; J. D. Kelly, S. D. ; Jno. Granleea, J. D. ; 
J, Johnaon, Tyler. Lodge meets every Monday evening at their Hall, Merwin'a 
Bailding, Perry street. Regular oommnnioalions on every Monday evening 
before full moon. Number of members, se'enty-»ii. 
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I. O. OF O. F. 

Davbnpobt Locgk, No. 1, instituted April 23, 184';, by D. D. G. Sine, John 
G. Potts. Ctartec members, Jas. Thorington, S«. Scliofield, Thos, V. lilake- 
inore, S. MoCormick, V. M. Firor. 

First officers— N. G., Jas. TliorQingtoQ ; V. G., S. McCormiok ; K Sec, T. V. 
Blakemore ; T., V. M. Firor. 

July let— N. G., Jaa. Thorington; T. G., L.J. Centre; R. S., Jas. MoManus ; 
T„ Y. M. Firof. 

January Igt. 1848— N. G., L. J. Center ; V. G., J«3. McManua ; R. S., John 
Pope; T., Lewis Hamilton. 

Juij 1st, 1848- N. G., Jas. JlcManns; V. G„ John Pope; R. S., M, D. West- 
lake ; P. S., Jas. Thorington ; T., Lewis Hamilton. 

January 1st, 1849— K. G., John Pope; V. G., Chas. Weston; R. S., H. 
BtewBtcr ; P. S., Jas. Thorington ; T., Geo. B. Sargent. 

Julj 1st— N. G., Chas. Weston; V. G., H. BrewBtet; K. S., Jno. D. Evans; 
P. S., Jbb. Thorington ; T,, Jno, H. Morton. 

January 1st, 1850— N. G., A. Sawjer; T. G., M. D. Weetlake; R. 8., C. 
Weston; P. S., Jas. Thorington ; T., John H. MorWn. 

July ist— N. G., M. U. Weatlake; V. G., A. S. Nugent; R. S,, H.Price; P. 
S., N. M. Rambo ; T., Jno. H. Morton. 

January Ist, 1851— N. G., A. S. Nugent ; V. Q , H. Price ; R. S., A. Sawyer ; 
P. S., N. M. Rambo ; f. Jno. H. Morton. 

July 1st— N. G., H. Price ; V. G., N. M. Rambo ; R. S., Willard Barrows ; P. 
S., Job M. Woodward ; T., Jno. H. Morton. 

January lat, 1852— N. G., N. M, Kambo ; V. G., Willard Barrows , E. S., 
Thos. 8. Arrisou j P. S., A. Sawyer ; T., Jno- H. Morton. 

July iBt— N. G., Willard Barrowa ; V. 6., Thos. S. Arrison ; R. S., B. B. 
Woodward ; P. S., J. M. Woodward; T., Jno. H. Morton. 

January 1st, 1863— N. G., ThoB. S. Arrison ; V. G., B. B, Woodward ; B. S,, 
N. M. Rambo , P. S., J. M. Woodward ; T., Jno. H. Morton. 

July 1st— N. G.,B. B. Woodward; V. G., Hiram Johnson; R. S,, H. J. 
Hughes ; P. S., Jno. Beohlel ; T., Jno. H. Morton. 

Jaenary 1st, 1854— N. G,, Hiram Johnson ; V. G., H. J. Hughes ; R. S., J, 
C. Fuller ; P. 8., Jas. Thoriagton ; T., Jno. H. Morton. 

July Ist- N. G,, H. J. Hughes; V. G., J. C. Fuller; R, S., J. 11. Dumont; 
P. S., B. B., Woodward ; T., Israel Hall. 

January 1st, 185S— H. G., J. C. Fuller; V. G., John Hornby ; R. S., Jas. 
Wiokeraham ; P. S., B. B. Woodward ; T., I. Hall ; 

July Isl— N. G., Jno, Hornby; V. Q., Thos. Allum; R. S., J. D. Patton;P. 
S., B. B. Woodward ; T., I. Hall. 

January Ist, 1856— N. G., Thos. Allum ; V. G., J. H. Dumont ; R. S., H. D. 
Snyder; P. S., B. B. Woodward ; T., I. Hall. 

July 1st— N. G., J. H. Dumont ; V. G., M. D. Snyder; R. S., A. H. Bartow ; 
P. S.,B.B. Woodward; T.,L Hall. 
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January 1st, 1857— N. G., M. D. Snyder; V. G. , A. H. Barrow ; R. 3., J. 
W. Danah ; P. S., B. B. Woodward ; T., I. Hall. 

July Ist~N. Q., A. H. Barrow ; V. G., J. W. Danah ; K. S., Jno. H. Bell ; 
P. S., B. B. Woodward ; T., I. Hall. 

January 1st, 1858— N. G., J. W. Danah; V. G., Jqo. H. Bell; E. S., J. B. 
Leake ; P. S., B, B, Woodward ; T., I. Hall, One liunclred and eeyenty-fiTB 

SriTB Encampmbsi, No. 3, 1. 0. 0. F., was instituted April 22d, 184S, by D. 
D. G. Sire, John G. Potts. Charter members, James Thorington, R. M. Pret- 
tyman, John H, Morion, Thos. V. Blakemore, Lewis Hamilton, M. D. West- 
lake, L. J. Center, 

Officers- C. P., James Thorington ; H. P., Jno. H. Morton ; S. W., T. V. 
Blakemore ; J. W., L. J. Center ; S., R. M. Prettyman ; T., Lewis Hamilton. 

January Ist., 1849— C. P., Chas, Weston; H. P., Geo. B. Sargent ; S. W., A. 
Nugent; J. W., E, M. Prettyman; S., Jas. Thorington; T., Jno. H. Morton. 

July 1st.— C. P., Jno. D. ETftns ; H. H., L J, Center ; S. W., John Pope ; J. 
W., E. M. Prettyman ; 8., Jas. Thorington ; T., Jqo. H. Moi'ton. 

Janaftiy 1st,, 1850— C. P., Thos. V. Blakemore; H. P., Lewis Hamilton; 3. 
W., R. U. Prettyman ; J. W., Chas. Weston; S., Geo. B. Sargent; T.,Jqo. H. 
Morton. 

July 1st.— C. F , Aaron 8. Nugent; H. P., M. D. Westlake; S. W., N. M. 
Bambo; J. W., Abijah Sawyer; S., Jas. Thorington; T., Jno. H. Morton. 

January 1st, 1861— C. P., Nathan M. Burobo; H. P., C, M. Peck; S. W., A. 
Sawyer ; J. W., L. J. Center; S., M. D. Westlake; T., Jno. H. Morton. 

August, 1851, the State Encampment renewed its Charter, and on the 1st day 
of October, 1856, reclaimed it again. 

Officers January let, 1856— C. P., A. H. Barrow ; H. P., C. M, Peck ; S. W., 
William Pool; J. W., 8. N, Stevens ; S., B. B. Woodward; T., t. C. Dessaint. 

Jnly lal— C. P„ William Pool ; H. i^, B. B. Woodward; S. W., M. D. Snyder; 
J. W., S. N. Stevens ; S., S. K. Barkley ; T., h. C. Dessaint. 

Sanuary 1st, 18&1—C. P., ^t D. Snyder; H. P., Wm, Pool; 3. W., Marsh 
Noe ; J. W,, L, S. Johnson ; S,, M. Dalzell ; T., L. C. Dessaint. 

July 1st— C. P., B. B. Woodward; H. P., A. H. Barrow; S. W., J. W. Dar- 
lah; J. W., J. J. Humphrey; S., Jno. H, Bell ; T., Wm. Puol. 

January 1st, 1858—0. P., J. W. Darrah ; H. P., Wm. B. Kerna; S. W., Jno. 
H. Bell; J. W., Jao Metiger; S.,L. 8. Johnson; T., Wm. PooL Thirty-three 
members. 

Scott Lodob, No. 37, I. 0. 0. F., instituted January 13, 1852, by James 
Thomington, D. D. G. M. Charter membera, Thos, V. Blakemore, Jr., Jno. A. 
Boyd, Wm. Howard, Wm. Sims, Wm. H, White, Geo. G. Arndt, R. Roberta, A. 
SmallBald, and Thos. V. Blakemore, Sc. 

Officers- N G., Wm Sims ; ¥ G., Wm Howard ; R 8., Wm H White ; T., Jno 



Hooted byGoo»:^lc 



July 1st, 1852— N G., Wm Howard; V G., HS Finley; PS.,HE«!chenbach, 
T., Jno A Boyd. 

January Ist, 1853-N G., H S Finlej ; V G., John Weeks ; B S., Geo G. 
Arndt ; P S., T V Blakemore; T., Jno A Bojd. 

Julj lat— N O., Wm P Bailey; VG., Geo G Arndt; K S.,Jno Hornby; PS., 
T V Blakeniore ; T„ Jno A Boyd. 

Jacoary Isl, 18S4-N G, Geo G Arndt ; V G, Ephraira T Johnson ; R S, 
Edward L JobDSOD ; P S, T V Blalieiiiore ; T, Jno A Bojd. 

Jiilrli't~NG, ASmallBeld; V G, E T Johnston; R S, E L Johasloc ; P 
S, T V Blakemore ; T, Jno A Boyd. 

Jannary 1st, 1855~N G, E T Johnston; V G, E L Johaston ; R S, John A 
Rode ; P S, Isaac Maaa ; T, John A Boyd. 

July ] at— N G, E L Johnston ; V G, Isaac Maaa ; R S, A Smallfield ; T, Jno 

January lat, 1856-N G, J A Rhode ; V G, L W Steinberg ; R S, P Mahuke ; 
P S, A SmallEeld ; T, P Dittmer. 

July letH-N G, L W Sternberg ; V G, F Mahnke ; B S, C J H Ejser ; P S, A 
Smaimeld ; T, F Diltmer. „ „ .^ 

January 1st, 1857— N G, F Mahuke ; V G, F Dittmer ; R S, H Seifiert ; P S, 
L W Steinberg; T, Claua Wulff. „ „ r ™ 

July iBl— N G, F Dittmer ; V G, C Wulff; R S, Jao Metzgev ; P S, L W 
Steinberg ; T, H Rhode. . ^ ^,. . 

January lat, 1858— K 0, Clans Wulff; V G, Jac Metiger ; B S, Chas A 
Wodz ; P S, F Dittmer ; T, H Rhode. 

Twin Citi Dsgbeb Lodge. No, 1, 1 0. 0. F., inatituted March 21st, 1858. 
Charter members, Jas. Thorington, A. H. Barrow, H. Price, Vim. Pool, B. B. 
Woodward, J. D. Patton, Geo. W. Arndt. 

Officers— D M, Wm Pool ; D D M, L W Steinberg ; A D M, Geo 6 Atdnt ; S, 
B B Woodward ; T, A H Barrow. 

July Ist^D M, Wm Pool ; D D M, L W Steinberg ; A D M, Geo W HaU ; 9, 
B B Woodward ; T, J W Daaah. 

January 5th, 18fl7—D M, Wm Pool ; D D M, L W Stdnberg; A D M, Wm 
B Kerns ; S, B B Woodward ; T, J W Danah. 

July 131--D M, B B Woodward ; D D M, L W Steicbei^ ■ A D M, Wm Pool ; 
S, John H Bell ; T, J W Danah. 

Jannary lat, 1853-D M, Wm B Kema ; D D M, L W Steinberg ; A D M, 
Wm Pool ; S, Jno H Bell ; T, J W Daaab. 
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CENSUS OF THE CITY OF DAVENPORT, TAKEN MAECH 185S. 
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i. 


1 


1 


1 


1 




OCCUPATIOKS. 


^ 


^ 


& 


1 


& 


_! 






































=] 






s 


to 




AocouDtaatS, 






^ 










Agents, 






2 








10 










2 








Aioliitecta, 








1 


1 






Antlioneeis, 














I 


Agntultural Irapiement Dealers, 












^ 


3 


Biiggage Master, 
















Barbera, 




3 




2 






10 


Bddkcrs, 








10 






16, 


Bakers, 


16 












30 


Bur Keepers, 








2 






G 


Bell Hanger, 








1 






1 


BHiket Makers, 






1 




1 




2 


Builders, 








6 


1 






Bi ho[, 








1 






1 


Bill Broker, 








1 






1 


Blaoksmilba, 




24 




13 


10 


i 


';« 


Book keeper, 


1 






9 






IS 


Book Bindere, 














5 


Boalmei], 


1 












10 


Boarding House Keepers, 


2 


5 




3 




2 


16 


Book Seller, 


1 


i 


3 










Boat Butliers, 




I 


1 








2 


Boiler Makers, 










1 




2 


Brick Makers, 


12 




2 




4 


1 


22 


Brakesmeo, 
















Brick-layers, 


2 


6 


16 




8 


3 


35 


Bridge Builders, 








1 








Butchers, 


13 


18 






2 


1 




Brewers, 


a 




i 






2 


U 


Carpenters, 


155 


109 


152 


50 


51 


23 
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Carpet Dealers, 








1 








Cflbiuet Makers, 












7 


37 


Carriage Trimmer, 






2 








2 


Carnage and wagon maker. 




21 


16 


s 


1 


1 




Cement Roofer, 








3 






3 


Chair makers. 




1 




I 








Car makers. 








1 




1 
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OCCDPATIONS. 



Civil Engineers,; 
City TrettBurer, 

" Marshal, 
" Clerk, 
Clerks, 

Clerk of Co arts, 
Clothiera, 
Casbiers, 
Contractors, 
Coaductora, 
Coopers, 
ConfeotiOQers, 
Commisaioa Merchants, 
Conntj Surveyor, 

" Commiasioner, 
Coach men, 
Coal Dealers, 
Constables, 

Comedian, 

Cotton Spinner, 

Collectors, 

Cutlers, 

Crockery Dealera, 

Clergymen, 

Deatista, 

Daguerreana, 

Draymen, 

Dressmakers, 

Druggists, 

Deputy Sheriff, 

Dyer, 

Editors, 



Farmers, 
Firemen, 
Flour Dealer, 
Fruit Dealers, 
Fur Dealer, 
Furniture Dealers, 
Gaa Fiitucfls, 
Gardners, 
Grentlemen, 
Glazlera, 



- 1 
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CENSUS {CONTINUED.) 






■t 


1 




1 


"2 


t 






OCCUPATIONS. 
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^ 


^ 


S: 


^ 


^ 


. 






S 


-3 


■2 


5 


^ 


■3 


1 










05 












Grocers, 


14 


10 


20 


25 


2 


2 


73 




Gursmitha, 














5 




Hat and Cap fiefilers, 






2 




1 




3 




Hardware Dealera. 






7 








10 




Hatter, 






1 








I 




Horn Worker, 


















Hotel Keepers, 






10 








17 




Ice Dealers, 


1 


1 














Insurance Agenta, 








2 






4 




Iron Dealer, 














■ 1 




Iron Manufoctarers, 






1 








1 




"Jack of aU Trades," 






2 












Jewelers, 






1 








3 




Justices of the Peace, 














1 




Judges, 














1 




Lamplighters, 














2 




Land Agents, 






4 




I 




7 






426 


336 


116 




21fi 


67 


1801 




Law Students, 


















Loafers, 




1 










6 




Land Holder, (A. LeClaire,) 










1 




1 




Leather Dealers, 














2 




Lime Makers, 












2 


3 




Liver J Men, 






12 






3 


21 




Lawyers, 


2 




24 


14 


10 




57 




Looks mi tha, 














a 




Lumber Dealers, " 




2 


3 




6 


1 


13 




Masons, 


12 


26 


14 


11 


7 


8 


18 




Marble Workers, 






1 








3 




Machinists, 


1 




6 




9 


2 


4S 




Manufacturers, 




2 




2 


3 


2 


12 




Mattreaa Maker, 










1 




1 




Master Meehftnic, 










1 




1 




Machine Peddler, 














1 




Messenger, 






1 








1 




Masicians, 


1 


14 


1 








16 




Missionary, 






1 








1 


















1 




Merchanta, 




U 


30 


S4 


6 








Medical Stndenta, 








1 










Merchant Tailors, 






2 


a 


1 








Milliners, 






2 








9 




Mill Wrights, 








1 


2 


1 






Millers, 


2 


1 




13 


2 




27 




Music Teachers, 










1 




a 




Moulders, 


1 


1 




1 






13 




41 
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CENSUS (COSTINUED.) 
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1 




OCCUPATIONS. 


ts 


^ 


s 





^ 


^ 






^ 


1 


1 


5 


s 


I 


1 


Hews Dealer, 










1 


Ni.tariPB Public, 














NurBerymen, 


1 














Overseer Poor, 


















12 




2i 


22 




1 


18 


Paltern;Makera, 




1 










7 


Piiper Carriers, 






i 








2 


PeddUra, 


4 












ll 


Pliislerecg, 


14 




la 


13 


S 


1 


OO 


Plnmber, 






1 








2 


Phyrieians, 


1 






11 


3 




28 


Paper Hanger, 
















Piano Maker, 














1 


Pirmo Mender, 










1 




1 


Pilots, 












1 


6 


Plow Makers, 








2 








Post. Maator, 








1 








Policemen, 






s 






1 





Pork Packers, 














2 


Professor Mathematics, 














1 


Proteaeor Book-keppiiii,s 














2 
















1 


Prof. Ment.il ftndllDralPUiloso'jr 
















Printers, 








10 


3 




29 


PiiblishfrF, 








S 






S 


Pump Mikera, 




1 










1 


Kaftsmen, 














1 


Keal EsLate Dealers, 














1 


Recorder, ; ' 


1 




i i| 


Koad Master, i | 1 






? il 




1 












i 1 










Roofer, 




1 1 








65 


Salesmen, 




3 










Saloon Keepers, 


6 


18 


18 


14 


1 


2 


Sash andtBilnd Makers, 






3 




2 






Sabers, ' 




G 












Segar Itakers, 






6 


1 






17 


SeapBtreases, 


1 


7 


4 


4 






Sexton, 






3 








Sailors, 








1 






Secretary Il^lroad, 




1 






Segar Peddler, i 


1 








Sausage Maker, i 1 








20 


Saddle and Harnaes Makers, 1 J 


3 1 9 


3 


4 


Silver Plater, 


i J 








Shingle Maker, 1 4 


1 ■ ' : 


i 
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CENSUS (CONTINUED.) 
























































.? 












OC0TJPATION8 




& ^ 


& 


?: 


6: 


es 


. 










S 1 


1 


^ 


^ 


■3 


1 


























Sli()em.ikL'rs. 




12 


31 


33 


30 


5 


6 


106 






Shoe Dealers, 























Sheriff, 








1 














Shoe CullerB, 
















1 






Sculptors, 






1 
















Soap Makera, 






















apeaiilfttors. 




I 


2 




T 






18 






Stfuw Guoda Makers, 






















Stnve Dealers, 








1 








2 






Si 11 dents, 






2 










28 






Starch Makers, 










1 






1 






Stair Duilders, 








1 








1 






Steamboat Captoine, 










1 




1 






Stone Cutter, 










1 




1 






Steam Fitters, 








2 














Sni sejoi'S, 








1 


I 












Switch renders. 




1 












1 






Tailors, 




13 


SI 


IG 


10 


3 


1 


74 






Tiiloiesees, 












2 




« 






Tauners, 




1 


1 




4 


1 










leiin tei3. 








37 


14 




13 


ur, 






TeacliGia, 






3 


15 


3 




6 


2(i 






Tclleis 






















linneis 






1 


li 












lob n-Luiiiets 








1 












Tiiveling Agents, 






1 


1 










Traders 


















Triiuk Makers, 




1 














UmljrelU MftkerB, 












I 






Uiirlei takers, 


1 






1 






1 






UphoHterB, 


1 




2 


3 












VaLnisbers 


1 








I 




2 






Varnish Maters, 






1 








1 






Vegetable Dealers, 














42 






Washerwomeu, 




14 




2 










Watchmen, 




a 




1 












Watch-makers, 












9 






WelL Diggers, 


















Weighers, 
















Wheat Buyers, 




i 












Wood Buyers, 






1 1 1 










Wood Sawyers, 


1 














Writers, 


1 J 
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HATITITIES. 
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1 


1 


1 


1 






3 


1 


S 


i 


S 


1 


■3 


America, 
Ireland, 
Eogland, 
Germ an J, 
Holatein, 

Bavaria, 


9!5 
327 
17 
16 
459 


1174 
326 

437 

110 


1928 

296 

09 

623 

1 


1738 
442 
60 
1S3 


78 
48 
B 
3 


486 7023 

83 1961 

84 240 
4 1277 

82 1268 
2 ;2lO 


Wurtemberg,; 


17 












93 


Besaia, 




3e 
6 










47 


Saia Cobnre, 










1 


61 


Hnngary, 


4 
8 


10 


23 
7 


20 


1 


S 


8a 


Canada, 




11 


13 


fi 


19 


4 


71 


France, 














10 


Italy, 














54 


Sweden, 
















We»t India, 














11 


Ni'groeE,_ 




1 


























85 


NewBru^wict, 










] 




4 


Isle of Jersey, 














2 


Holland, 
















Hindostan, 
















Costa Rico, 






1 










Hova Scotia, 
















Bobemia, 
PrnssiB, 


139 


8 


21 




10 




7 
34 


HanoTer, 












IB 


324 


Russia, 
















Switlerland, 




69 






2 






Norwaj, 














Anstria, 
















Hamburg, 




as 












Baden, 
















Saxony, 




2 








3 


3B 


Poland, 
















Denmark, 
































Posen, 
















Mexico, 
















Waldeck, 
















Demsted, 


8 


2 










10 


Total, 














3,465 
3222 


Unknown, 


1 


' 
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CENSUS (CONTINUED-) 
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1 


1 


Adults. 


Children. 


1 






WARDS. 


. 


1 


s 


a 


i 




Vs 






- 


Uh 






'A 


■'- 


o 


First Ward, 


4RR 


flfifi 


aon 


m 


Tin 


7lfi 


fi4a 


nn 


?.ii) 


3t)0 


Saeotid Ward, 


fifll 


A'/.- 


V4( 


1171 


w>\ 


B22 


B4t 


151 


Wi 


54a 




Iil( 


m 


as', 


ia«'^ 




77t 






avn 


!in4 


Fourth Ward, 


iw; 


?,4< 


nil 97( 


7Hi 


6!!J 


71h 


fiT 


nc 


loa 






14' 


118 595 


RN 


MHV 


4^^ 


(r; 






Siith Ward, 


U9 


55 


'H ''" 


BDl 




31U 


7a 




Hi) 


ToUl, 


237& 


1464 


I249lsl44 


4100 


3663 


3780 


14S9 


1317 


1471 



ThecenauB of Davenport Towaship for 18,i6, showed a popalation of 12,821. 
The aboTe returns show the city to have a population of ie,677. Estimaticg 
the inhabitants of ihe township, outside of the city, to be about 1500, and we 
have a. total of aboat 18,000, or an increase of fifty per cent io eighteen moaths. 

Ofthepopalation of the city, (including a majority of nativitiee unknown,) 
fifty per cent are Amerioans, about twelve per cent Irish, about twenty por 
cent Germans, and a little less than two per cent English — leaving a balance 
of sisteen per cent to be divided among unknown and other nativities. 



1,848 



1856 

IS 



8 (Marcb,) 



11,600 
16,677 



The inci'sase of Cincinnati for twenty years from its formation was from 7B0 
inhabitants to 9,602; ofPitteburg, at the same time, 1,565 to 7,243 ; Louisville 
600 to 4,012 ; New Orleans, 9,650 to 27,658. The greatest increase eibibllod 
by any one of these for any five years was 110 per cent, while that of Daven- 
port for the last five years has been nearly 400 per cent. 
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1S39.— Major, Kodolphus Bennett; Rrcoraei-, Fraiier > 
JameB a. Bowling; Marshal, (Jeorgo Colt. 

1840.— Major, John H. Tiioringto.i ; Keoorilev, Frazier Wihon ; Treasurer, 
James M. Bowling; Marshal. William B. Walls. 

X841.— Mayor, Jonatliaa W. Parker; Keaowler, John Pope; Treasi.rer, 
James M. Bowling; Marahal, William I!. Walls. 

181a.— Major, Harvej Leonard ; E«cordpr, J. W. Parker ; Treasurer, James 
M, Bowling; Marshal, Gilbert B. McKown. 

IS-18.— (New Charter granted.)— Ma, jur, James Thoringtoa ; Clerk, Jona- 
than W. Parker ; Treaeurer, John Evans ; Marshal, Jared N. Snow. 

1844.— Mayor, James Thoringrott! Clerk, Levi Bayis; Treasurer, John 
Etane ; Marshal, Jared N, Snow. 

1845.- Mayor, James Thoringtoa ; Clefk, John Pope; Treasurer, John 
Evans ; Marshal, Samuel Ljter. 

1848— Mayor, Jaiues Thoringlon ; Cletk, John Pope ; Treasure.-, John 
Evans ; Marshal, Samuel Lyler. 

1841— Mayor, Jamea M. Bowling; Clerk, James Thoi-iogton ; Treasurer, 

; Marshal, John Evans. 

1848.— Mayor, James M. Bowling; Clerk, James Thorington ; Treasurei', 
John EvaoB ; Marsha!, Samuel Parker. 

1648.— Mayor, Jonathan Parker; Clerk, James I'horington ; Treasurer, 
John Evans ; Marshal, Locfcwood J. Center, 

I8a0.— {Charter Am ended.) —Mayor, James Hall; Clerk. James Thorington; 
Troasarer, John Evana ; Marshal, L. J. Center. 

IBBX.— (New Charter.)— Mayor, Charles Weston ; Clerk, A. F. Mast ; Marshal, 
Patrick Courtney ; Tieasarer, L. E. Collainer. 

.^Mermen— First Ward, Adam WeiganiJ, Harvey Leonard ; Second Ward, 
Egbt. S. Barrows, Nathanthiel Squires; Second Ward, Ebenezer Cook, Hiram 

1852.— Mayor, Joha Jordan ; Clerk, A. F. Mast ; Marshal, Samuel Parker; 
Treasurer, William Van Tuyl. 

Aldermen— Tirst Ward, Harvey Leonard, Adam Weigand ; Second Ward, 
Nathaniel Sqoires, John P. Cook ; Third Ward, Hiram Price, John Beohtel. 

1863 —Mayor, John A. Boyd ; Clerk, Richard K. Allen ; Marshal, Samuel 
Parker; Treasurer, Jessamine Drake. 

Aldermai—mTBt Ward. Adam Weigand, John Weeks ; Second Ward, John 
P. Cook, Joseph Kingerlee; Third Ward, Hiram Price, William Gray, 

1854— Mayor, James Grant; Clerk,B.B. Woodward; Marshal, L. J, Center; 
Treasurer, L. B, Collamer. 

^Mermen- First Ward, H, Wilhelme, G. G. Arndt ; Second Ward, Chas. J. 
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H. Ej-aer, E. A. Gerdtien; Third Ward, B. Attioson, D. P. McKown; Fourth 
Ward— Heury H. Smith, Ebenezer Cook; Fifth Ward, William Burrig, A. A. 
UcLoshey. 

185S.— Mayor, Enos Tidienor; Clerk, B. B. Woodwai-d ; Marshal San.oel 
Parker; Treasurer, William Van Tuyl. 

Aldermen— F\T3t Won], Q. G. Arodt, Gilbort C, R. Mitchell ; Second Ward. 
E. A. Gerdtsen, Charles J. H. Ejser; Third Ward, D. P. McKown, Austin 
Corbin ; Fonrth Ward, Ebenezer Cook, Hiram Pi-ioe; Fifth Ward. Anthony A. 
McLoskeji Alfred H. Owens ; Sistb Ward, Joseph Lambrite, Samaei Sadoria. 

1856— Mayor, G. C, E. Mitchell; Clerk, Wm. Hall; Treasurer, Samuel 
Sylvester; Marshal, John S. Taylor. 

Aldenaat—mrsl Ward, James O'Brien, John SohueM ; Second Ward, C. J. 
H. Eyaer, Aug. SraalMeld ; Third Ward— Aaslin Corbin, James M. Bowling ; 
Fourth Ward, Hii-Hm Price, John Forrest; Fifth Ward, W. S. Kinsey, S. R. 
Barkley; Siith Ward, Sam. Sadoris, Joseph Lambrite. 

1831.— Mayor, Geo B. Sargent; Marshal, H. W, MitcJiell; Glerk, E. Peek; 
Treasurer, Samuel Sylvester. 

.d Mermen.— Firs f Ward, J. W. Cajinoa, A. Jennings ; Second Ward, H. Ram- 
ming, Theo. GuBlich; Third Ward, J. M. Bo.vliog, Aastin Corbin; Fourth 
Ward, John Forrest, J. C, Washbume; Fifth Ward, James O'Brien, Geo. E. 
Hobbell, vice A. leCiaire, resigned ; Sixth Ward, Wm. Guy, J. H. Sears. 

1858. — Mayor, Ebenezer Cook; Marshal, John Bechtel ; Treasurer, Lorenzo 
Scbricker; Clark, HalletKilbo urn. 

jlidermen— First Ward, John M. Cannon, I. P. Coates ; Second Ward, Theo. 
Guelieh, Henry Ramming: Third Ward, Austin Corbin, James Mackintosh; 
Fourth Ward, Thomas B, Morley, John C. Washbume; Fifth Ward, Geo. E. 
Hubbell, James O'Brien; Sixth Ward, Robt. Christie, J. H. Sears. 
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DAVENPOET 



CITY VOTE, APEIL, 1858. 



WARDS. 


^ 


1 

1 


1 


1 
1 


1 
1 


1 

g 


■i 


For Mayor, 
For Marshal, 
For Treasurer, 
For Clerk, 
For Alderman, 


243 
240 
241 
228 


213 
287 
276 

227 


BIO 

631 
MS 
600 


4U 
483 
424 
429 
412 


340 

SB a 

363 
319 
352 


104 
106 

104 
102 


19H 
192! 
1926 
1321 


Number ofBallota Cast, 


346 


396. 


558 


443 


365 


106 


3004 
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APPENDIX. 



G«rga IifliT«ilport, 
oonoUiBjo ""* 



tliBt will Interest your leaderB. 

A9 1 befiira slated, IcuFrled Geo. Salnes, BSTeral olllcsre, and u many C. S. Troops from .Tciter- 
Boa Barrack! ta Rock Island, in 1S31, as 1 coold accommodate on the steamboat Enterprtee. I 
was In tbe Oontioil ChamlHr vhea Black Hawk aud his Chtefe and Braves were appHroQlly very 
near dsMrarlng tbe lilee of the U. B. Offloere, md erery other white man In the Council Gbiunber. 
'"— >wthe&ot tbat Gen. Oaiuee, the otBcers of the IT. S. Arml%Uie ladiim JigBat^ (who was 
9xt jar Ulled bj the Black Ha«k BimdJ Hr. Antalne LeClalre, Indian Interpreter, Mr. 
» DaTeilpoi% Mr. ShibbI runhun, and wnne othan, aS dona Ibelr duty moat hnmanel; to 
Jiete and reoonidlB llAt desperate bond of muanden, that separated themielTee ^m tbe 
Mendly UHtlDn of Indians, called " 8ac and Fox," whose prlndpid Ghlefe Here men of talent, 
atlon and prudence, and who conmumdBd tba respect of oncers ajid traden who had business 

at all the tentlenien I DEuned above, conlribnted lUeic 

ndllatlon. This disaffected Band had with them a con- 

rtdmable number of Squaws and Pappooses (women end ctiildreo,) nhicb I know, from convprea- 
tlon at that Hme vlCb Qen. Oahiiis, Offlccers, Traders, Agent and InterpTetor, was & prominent 
reaean, concnrcad in by KB, to Indnce eltraordinaiy efforts for conidllBUon towards tbls Band of 
inlinman and Otgoremed ont-laws. 

It la ■ matter of history, tliat this Band made a Treaty, recelied valiiahla presents from tha 
V. & GOTMnment, made promise <tfpernmnait peace, end returned to their own country in lfl31. 

In the ^rlne of 1832, they reotganisad with renewed atreuKth from tbe maana they obBiJned 
by tbe Treaty ttlpnlaUons from the Uulted States, and commenced their work of deaEb 
and destructiou on defenceless Inhabllouls, at many pohiCs, both along the Klrer, and in the 
interior of the St- — "■----^- 



highly. 



Galena, aai broi^t InteliigencQ of the murder of their seven companions, one of wh 
V. S. Indian Agant of the Sacs and Foles, Mr. Pelli St. Yrain, who was a humane 
worthy gantleman, as wall as popular Agent wltb tbe Cbla& and Indians generaUy. 1 
well, and In common Kitii aU who were acqiKdnted wiOi his chaiactei, respecleiUiln 

It bappened that Gen. George W. JoneSf onr presant U- 8. Senator, who was iheu lu ipsiai 
SmelUug and Uerchantile bi»lnes8 soma nill» from the town, camelin tbat morning and In a 
ifewminQt«CaOor,heh6arfoftbeprobaMBmurd8rorFelix8t.Tr«iiii,hlB hroHiepiB-law. (The 

them, and thni heard seraral rifle shots.) When be mounted hia horse to start, I was with him, 
and begged of him Co wait an hour, until some friends ccnld be raised to go with him ; and I 
know, too, that aereialof hia friends tried to prondl upon him to.delay nntil he couid have 
iarwal go with him. 

Hia tatD(l«meDt that morning was iuteuse. The trifling partiripation I had in the matter gave 
me knoiriedge of a fiict that Is highly creditable to Gen. Jones, and I wlU state It with the hope 
tliat you wHl loake It » matWr of hiatorj. 

B^g then Intimate with Mr. Jones, I look somo inlereet in detuning him ; I think I held the 
rein ofthe bridle, and told Mm it would be rash impmdencefor tilni to go helbre he procured at 
least a few con^anlouB. He toWmoheffellit hladuty togohnmedlatily. He said to me— -'My 
friend, ITI can get H> my poorbrothar-hi-law eren a few mlnntea before any one else, to atanncb 
hiawoiuida,BBdaaTahlslii^IwiBliBdoIngmyduty; therefore I wUl not wait" 

OfTlie went. I Btarted that day iw St. Loaia ; slopped at Rock Island, and called to aso my 
friend, M^ Geowa DSTeiqion ; (bund him (md hia family (as all thelnhabltaots alon(c the river 
ware,) in a state of excitement and dread, Hia tables and sideboard wai-a covered wltb powder* 
hoina, cartrldgea, plstolH, &e. ; guns In comers, and a swivel at the door. 

When he wua informed of theprohBhie murda of Mr. St. Vraln,ka seemoti deeply grieved, 
STineing generous and laudable solMtude ibr the wUb and children of Mr. St. Vrabi, who wore 
lasIdiueuitheGoverDment Council House oo the Island. 
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ERRATA 



Page 262 states that there is no reliable soarce of coal in this ootmty. This 
is a mistake — Coal is abnndant, as experience and OweuB Beport botti show. 

Page 21, omit last word of 13th line. 

Page 46, read "Topln" for last word of 4tb line from bottom. 

Page 104. In 12th line omit " oter Piatt Smith," and read the same irords 
after " forty.eight" in 18th line. 

Page 216, read " fallen" for " befallen" in 16th line from bottom. 
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